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HE Court of Eaft-India Directors, having, perhaps 
T induftrioufly, involved the affairs of the Carnatic in 
obfcurity, by their voluminous Defence, the Author of the fol- 
lowing Work found himfelf obliged to deduce his accounts, 
from an early period of time. To extricate the fubject from 
difficulty, he has connected the controverfial part of the 
difcuffion, with an authentic and impartial narrative of the 
moft important tranfactions, on the coaft of Coromandel. 
His arguments and reafonings are only fuch, as naturally 
tefult from his facts; and his facts are founded upon the 
moft incontrovertible evidence, to which the Reader is 
referred, at the bottom of every page. 

The Direétors, in the volumes of Original Papers, pub- 
lifhed under their infpection, have furnifhed the Author, 
with authentic materials, fufficient to overfet entirely the 
fyftem, which they wifhed to defend. He has alfo availed 
himfelf of the information of other papers of BaquaL Au- 
THORITY, Which a Gentleman employed by the Crown, for 
fome years, ina public capacity on the Coaft, was pleafed 
to place in his hands. Private papers and documents, to- 
gether with written evidences of a privates nature, which 
unveil the {prings of many meafures, have come into his 
poffeffion. But as his object has been, to expofe PusBLic 
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injuftice, and not to trace the delinquency of INDIVIDUALS, 
he has made no ufe of fuch information. Though fome 
may think or, at leaft, allege, that public bodies, as well 
as public meafures, are treated with a degree of feverity, 
in the following Volume, the Writer cannot be accufed of 
harfhnefs to private characters. Should any of the actors, 
in the feene, which he has chofen to exhibit, comp!ain of 
their parts, the Author of the piece aflures them and the 
Public, that much of the bulinefs is concealed, behind 
the curtain. 

The labour and toil, which attended the feleétion of the 
materials, upon which this Volume is founded, employed 
a confiderable portion of time. The fats and authorities 
were weighed, with the moft fcrupulous attention to truth 
and impartial juftice. The relation of tranfaétions is fup- 
ported, every where, by a cloud of witnefles; and where 
the conduct of the Company is moft blamed, the founda- 
tion of cenfure is placed, on their own records, as pub- 
lifhed by their Directors. In the printing, and even in the 
compofition, of the Work, the fhortnefs of the time al- 
lotted to both may have been produétive of errors. But 
as the arrangement has not been fubject to that inconveni- 
ence, it is to be hoped, the inatter of fa& is eftablifhed, 
beyond the reach of any juft reply. 

Without prefumption, we truft, it may be affirmed, that 
the fyftem, which the Dircétors endeavoured, with fo much 


labour 
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labour and expence, to defend, has been completely over- 
turned. That they have not only failed “in refuting any 
“ one of the heavy charges brought againft them,” in 
former publications relative to Tanjore; but that many 
other charges equally heavy are eftablifhed, on their own 
evidence. ‘That it only remains for them to retrieve their 
characters, by acknowledging their errors and doing jutftice, 
That a contrary conduct will probably remind the nation of 
their folemn appeal to the Public, in their Declaration of 
the 26th of March 1777. ‘Their words were, ‘ That could 
‘¢ the heavy charges brought again{t them be proved, thofe 
“¢ charges would not only render them unfit to conduc 
“ the affairs of the Company, but utterly unworthy of 
«© every degree of public truft and confidence.” If the 
charges are actually proved, the World will draw the in- 
ference. 

In the authorities, at the bottoms of the pages, the pa- 
pers publifhed by the Directors, in their own defence, are 
cited, under the title of Mr. Rous’s Appendix. ‘This ap- 
pellation was adopted merely to diftinguifh thofe papers, 
from others publifhed by the Directors. As the Court had 
difavowed Mr. Rous’s pamphlet, by refufing to authenticate 
it, that gentleman, {trictly {peaking, had no /ega/ right to 
an Appendix, printed at the expence of the Company. 

The writers, who have efpoufed the caufe of the Di- 
rectors, are feldom alluded to, and never mentioned, in 

4. the 


PR Eis Av Clr 


the courfe of the following Volume. This feeming neo- 
leét proceeded neither from any difrefpeé for their ‘genius, 
nor any want of attention to their labours. Their toil has 
furely been rewarded, by their employers, in proportion to 
the badnefs of their caufe. With that boon they ought to 
fit down contented ; and to add to the account of profit, 
their prefent efcape from cenfure. ‘To purfue phantoms, 
through the foggy regions of romance, was no part of the 
labour, which the Author impofed on himfelf. Truth, and 
only truth, was his object ; and the advocates of his oppo- 
nents are completely anfwered, if he has attained his end. 

The wading through the fink of Eaft-India corruption 
and mifmanagement is a tafk, which adds difguft to toil. 
But the Author fears he has gone too far, not to go further 
ftill. Bengal is a fruitful fcene of peculation, injuftice, 
and even death ; and the Northern Cirears, though fcarcely 
twelve years, in our hands, prefent oppreflions proportion- 
able to their extent and ovr time. The fecret intrigues in 
Leadenhall-Street, though lefs important and inftructive, 
than the revolutions of kingdoms, merit fome attention ; 
and the world may chufe to be made acquainted with the 
actors in the fecret fcenes of domeftic management. Thefe 
confiderations may, perhaps, induce the Author, to give a 
Second VoiumE to the Public, in the courfe of a few 
months. 
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CHAP. I. 


Al foort Fiftory of the Company, from its Origin in 1600 
to the Year 1744. 


URING the decline and after the fall of the Roman Empire, 
1) the weftern provinces received, in a certain degree, new in- 
habitants, and confequently new manners, from thofe vatt 
countries, which comprehend the northern divifions of Europe and 
Afia. The fierce nations who triumphed over Rome had fcarcely 
brought any virtue, except valour, from home; and, therefore, 
their ravages were too general and too deftrudtive to leave any ex- 
amples of that civilization, which in fome degree atones for the 
defolations of war. In the midit of that barbarity, which had 
cramped the liberal exertions of their minds in the north, the 
invaders fat down in the regions of the fouth; where many ages 
pafled over them, without having been diflinguifhed by any of thofe 
improvements, which, by rendering life comfortable, enlarge the 
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views of mankind. The peculiar opinions, which annexed every 
honour to the fword, threw contempt on the arts of civil life; and 
the infecurity of property prevented even avarice, which difregards 
contempt, from purfuing induftry and commerce, as they could 
produce nothing but tol. 

Europe, however, was not deftined to remain always under that 
eloomy barbarifm, which had clouded its annals for near a thoufand 
years. The firft dawn of improvement arofe in Italy, where its laft 
ray had fet. The revival of letters, in that country, was followed by 
the encouragement of genius. Men becoming acquainted with the 
improvements of former ages, began to transfer their difcoveries to 
their own times. The human mind, being foftened by the accef- 
fion of knowledge, acquired a tafte for the fweets of peace and the 
comforts of life. Government, relaxing its habitual feverity, and 
laying afide its former pride, gave fecurity to property, and fome 
protection to indultry. A free intercourfe of commerce was efta- 
blifhed at home; its communication with foreign ftates became lefs 
obftruéted ; and cither rivalfhip or imitation foon extended a degree 
of the fame kind of improvement to the reft of Europe. 

A commercial intercourfe had been opened between Europe and 
India, in remote antiquity. “he Greeks knew it, when the Perhan 
empire flourifhed; and they continued it, during the exiftence of 
their own. The Syrians, under the Scleucidz, who were the im- 
mediate fucceflors of Alexander, in his Ahatic conquefls, brought 
the manufaQlures of India to the weftern markets, through the 
guiph of Perfia. The Egyptians, when fubje&t to the Ptolemies, 
fpplied Europe, in the fame manner, by the Red Sea. he Ro- 
mians fucceeded both, in their commerce, as well as in their power ; 
and transferred the trade of India, with the feat of their empire, to 
Conflantinople. During the decline of the eaflern empire, the Ita- 
lian ftates, particularly the Venetians, engrofled the commerce of 
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Afia. The Portuguefe had the merit, by exploring a new paflage 
to the Eaft, to lay open, though contrary to their inclination, that 
beneficial trade to the reft of Europe. The fubjeéts of John the 
Second, after coafting the weftern fide of Africa, doubled the Cape 
of Good Hope; and Emanuel improved the plan eftablifhed by his 
predeceflor. In the reign of the latter prince, the famous Vafco 
de Gama, with four fhips, penetrated, beyond the Cape, into feas 
before unknown, and arrived on the coaft of Malabar in 1498, about 
fix years after Columbus had difcovered America. 


The fuccefs of the Portuguefe on the coaft of India, and the rich 
cargoes which they imported from that country, raifed the envy, 
but did not immediately excite the imitation of the reft of Europe. 
A whole century pafled before thofe nations, who now, ina man- 
ner, engrofs the commerce of the Eait, turned their eyes to that 
yart of the world. The veil of fecrecy, with which the Portu- 
guefe had induftrioufly covered their courfe to India, was not the 
only caufe which prevented them from having rivals in their con- 
quefts as well as their commerce. The principles of navigation and 
internal policy were ftill in their infancy in England. France was 
only juft emerging from the favage rudenefs of its feudal fyftem ; 
and the Dutch had not yet emancipated themfelves from the ftern 
tyranny of the heirs of the houfe of Burgundy, flrengthened by 
their acceffion to the crown of Spain. 


The Dutch, fenfible of the advantages of an Indian commerce, 
from the fuccefs of the Portuguefe, had turned their {peculations to- 
wards a new and a more expeditious paflage to India, than that 
which the latter had found, by doubling the fouthern point of Africa. 
They endeavoured to make their way, by the north-eaft, to the {eas 
of China and Japan; and to arrive firft on thofe coafts, which to 
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the Portuguefe were the moft remote in the Faft-Indics *. A difco- 
very of that kind would not only fhorten the voyage, but diminifh: 
its dangers ; as the commerce of the Portuguefe, together with the 
dominion of their country, had fallen to Philip the Second, the 
mortal enemy of the Dutch nation. Their attempts to finda north- 
ealt paflage were fuddenly undertaken, and as fuddenly laid afide. 
But an accident fupplicd what their induftry had, in vain, endea- 
voured to acquire. A Dutch feaman, whofe name was Houtman, 
and who had been feized in Portugal, in the year 1594, difcovered. 
the route of the Portuguefe, by the Cape of Good Hope}. Under 
the dire@tion of Houtman a fleet was equipped, and in the year 
1596 failed from the Texel {. 

The Englihh nation, like the Dutch, had attempted to find a new 
paflage to India. Before their neighbours on the continent had 
turned their attention to the north-eaft, they had made three differ- 
ent attempts to explore a paflage to ‘Tartary and China, by the 
north-weft. But the lights furnifhed by Drake, Cavendifh, and 
other eminent navigators, pointed out a more direct way to the 
trade of India. Encouraged by their difcoveries, feveral wealthy 
merchants of London petitioned Queen Ehzabeth for a charter em- 
powering them to undertake this trade. On the 31ft of December 
1600, the prayer of their petition was granted. ‘They were erected 
into a body corporate, by the ftile of ‘ The Governor and Company 
of Merchants of London, trading to the Eaft Indies.” ‘The charter 
granted a common feal: Thomas Smith, an alderman, was ap- 
pointed Governor, with twenty Directors, to be chofen annually on 
the ift of July, or fix days after. They were vefted with powers 

* Difcours fur Ie Paffage par le Nord-eft de t+ Avertiffement ala téte de Recueil de Voy- 
\’ Europe, dans les Mers des Indes.—Grot. ages de la Compagnie, p. 27, 

Aonal. Le Clerc, Dafnage. { Vide Journal of this Voyage, printed at 
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to make bye-laws, to export goods free from cuftom, for four years, 
to fend to India by every voyage 30,0<0]. in forcign coin, provided 
they brought that fum by their commerce from foreign countries. 
The charter was exclufive ; the Queen bound herfelf to grant none 
to other merchants, for the fpace of fifteen years; but a provifion 
was made, that if it appeared the new Corporation fhould prove, in 
any refpect, detrimental to the Public, the charter, upon two years 
warning, under the Privy Seal, fhould become void. ‘The exclu- 
five commerce, granted in the charter, extended to all places of Afi, 
Africa, and America, beyond the Cape of Good Hope, and the 
Streights of Magellan; and to execute the defign, a jomt ftock of 
72,0001. was quickly fubfcribed and paid into the treafurer’s hands, 

This capital enabled the Company to equip and man five fhips 
of {mall burden; and to fend a confiderable fum in money and 
goods, asa trading ftock. The fleet put to fea, under the command 
of Captain James Lancafter ; and after a tedious and fickly paflage, 
came to anchor in the road of Achin, in the ifland of Sumatra, on 
the 5thof June 1602. The voyage was, however, fo profperous, 
in point of commerce, that a fecond trading expedition, to India, 
was undertaken in the year 1604, under the condu& of Sir Yenry 
Middleton. The fuccelfs of Middleton was ftill greater than that of 
Lancafter. But both yielded, in good fortune, to Captain Keeling, 
who returned in May 1610, with three fhips committed to his care,, 
richly laden, and without the lofs of a man. 

Notwithftanding the profit derived from thefe voyages, tlic 
trade to India was ftill inconfiderable, and liable to great incon- 
veniency. The fuccefs of the adventurers depended entirely on 
chance, on the civility of the natives, or on the addrefs of their 
officers. Without fettlements to accommodate their factors, defli- 
tute of defences to protect their perfons and property, they were 
fubject to difappointment, and expofed to infult. Other nations 
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had harbours, which they could command; forts, which they had 
either built themfelves, or had bought from the Indians; and even 
territories, acquired by treachery or conqueft. On the other hand, 
the Company were fo far from commanding refpect abroad, that 
they were ill-provided with refources at home. ‘Though the 
Englith nation had already exhibited a great deal of fpivic, and a 
confiderable degree of knowledge in navigation, they had made but 
little progrefs in the art of thip-building. The Company, during 
the firft ten years of their defultory commerce to Afia, had even been 
obliged to purchafe their fhips from the Han/e Towns of Germany. 

Though the Company laboured under thefe difadvantages, their 
profits, if compared to their capital, were very confiderable ; and, 
confidering the ftate of commerce in thofe times, an acquifition to 
the wealth of the nation. Government, therefore, enlarged the 
time of their charter; and, encouraged by the countenance of the 
State, they themfelves began to build their own fhips. In the year 
1609, they launched a fhip of twelve hundred tons, in the prefence 
of King James, and his fon the Prince of Wales. This fhip, 
together with two others of confiderable burden, under the conduct 
of Sir Henry Middleton, failed for Surat; where the jealoufy of the 
Portuguefe fruftrated the intention of the voyage. Middleton made 
up for his lofs in trade, by a fpecies of piracy. He feized fome 
rich fhips belonging to the Portuguefe, on the coaft of Malabar; 
and, fteering his courfe to the Red Sea, plundered the trade of 
Mocha, under the pretence of procuring fatisfaction for damages he 
had formerly fuftained at that place. 

The injuflice and power of the Portuguefe had, hitherto, pre- 
vented the Englith from eftabhthing themfelves, or even from pur- 
fuing con:merce, with any degree of fuccels, on the coaft of Hin- 
doftan. The houfe of Tamerlane, who had reigned near a century 
at Delhi, had uniformly encouraged foreigners to trade in their do- 
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minions. But, as they were poffefled of no naval power, they could 
not enforce their authority beyond thetr own fhores, or prevent 
hioftilities at fea, between the rivals for their trade. Though in the 
year 1608, the third of the reign of Jehangire, an envoy from the 
Company had obtained the ufual privileges of fettlement and com- 
merce from that prince, they had been debarred from the advan- 
tages of both, by the intrigues of the Portuguefe. Force only could 
obtain juftice from that jealous nation, who claimed, from their 
long poflefion, a kind of exclufive right to the commerce of India. 
Four fhips of confiderable burden were, therefore, put under the 
command of Captain Thomas Beft, a refolute officer. He arrived at 
Surat, in September 1612; and having defeated, in two actions, 
the Portuguefe {quadron, enabled the factors of the Company to 
avail themfelves of the privileges, which they had obtained in the 
Empire. 

To fecure the advantages obtained by the victory of Beft, the Com- 
pany prevailed with King James the Firft, to fend a royal ambafla- 
dor to the court of Hindoftan. The perfon vefted with this high 
character, was Sir Thomas Roe, who arrived in the end of 1614, at 
Ajmere, the capital of the province of that name, where the Em- 
peror Jehangire, at that time, kept his court. But though the am- 
baflador was received with every mark of efteem by Jehangire, he 
found an enemy in his fon, Sultan Kurrum; to whom, as lord of 
Surat, the department of redrefling the grievances of the Englifh 
had been afhgned. The Emperor’s favour prevailed at laft, in fome 
degree, over the prejudices of the prince. In the month of Janu- 
ary 1615, new firmans were obtained, for the eftablifhment of fac- 
tories 1n various provinces; but they were worded with caution, 


and the privileges granted, were defective and circumfcribed *. 


* Dow, vol. iii. 
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Radical defects in the conftitution of the Company at home, mif- 
conduct, and even misfortune abroad, the fmallnefs of their capital 
in Europe, their having no folid eftablifhments, or fortified fettle- 
ments in Afia, the want of protection from a government, which, 
foon after, could not protect iticlf, together with the jealoufy of two 
powerful, and even faithlefs rivals in trade, the Portuguefe and 
Dutch, all combined tocramp, and, at length, to annilulate a com- 
merce, which, at its beft, depended merely on lucky adventures. 
Vhe Hiftory of the Company, from this period forward, confifts of 
inftances of misfortunes in trade, and inftances of fpirit in adventure 
and feats of valour in war. Rivalled, and even ruined afhore, by the 
Portuguefeand Dutch, they revengedthemfelves of the former at fea ; 
but the latter, by their barbarous feverities at Amboyna, in the year 
1622, put, ina manner, an end to thcir trade with the iflands of Afia. 
On the coafis of Hindoftan, and even in fome inland cities of that 
great empire, they continued to carry on a languid commerce for 
feveral years. The government of the Moguls had, then, arrived 
at a degree of vigour, fuffcient to command peace, and even juftice, 
between the Europeans under its protection. The advantages de- 
rived from the commerce of foreigners, had even procured for them 
privileges, which had been denied to the natives. 


It was during this untoward ftate of the Englifh commerce in Afia, 
the fervants of the Company obtained that eftablifhment in Bengal, 
which time and accident have fince improved into fo many and great 
national advantages. Though the Portugneze had vifited Bengal *, 
before it fell under the power of the Moguls, they had never efta- 
blithed regular governments and garrifons in that country ‘ft. The 

Jutch had fettled there about the year 1625, in the reign of the 
Emperor Jehangiret. In 1636, when his fon Shaw Jehan fat on 


WH ts 51. {a@enic, vel iene. t L’ Expedition de trois Va'ffeaux, tom. i. 


SS 


the 


THE EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 


7 


the throne, one Boughton, an Englifh furgeon, fent from Surat to © x A P. 


Agra, had the good fortune to cure the emperor’s favourite dangh- w+ 


ter, who laboured under an illnefs, whuch had bafiled the {kill of the 
natives. Among other favours, Boughton was gratified with a pa- 
tent, or Duftuc, for a free trade throughout the empire. Having 
proceeded to Bengal, his fkill in phyfic procured for him the friend- 
fhip of the Nabob of that province; who extended the privileges 
given to Boughton, to the whole Englifh nation§. The Company’s 
fervants at Surat, availing themfelves of the influence of Boughton, 
built a fatory at Hughley, on the weftern branch of the Ganges, 
one hundred miles from the mouth of the river. 

But the privileges obtained by Boughton, for his countrymen, 
were incapable of reftoring vigour to acommerce, which had fallen 
into an irrecoverable decline. Waraffed abroad by European rivals, 
who, from their fuperior advantages, could bring their imports 
cheaper to market at home, the Company loft their {pirit with their 
fuccefs. fo hafien their fate, the civil commotions, which after- 
wards terminated in the fubverfion of the conftitution of the ftate, 
engaged the whole attention, and employed the whole exertion of 
the nation. The Dutch, availing themfelves of the decline of the 
Portugueze, and the diftractions in England, engrofled the com- 
merce of the Eaft; and even Cromwell, though he gained a fupe- 
riority over them in war, neglected, as perhaps he underftood not, 
the interefts of the nation in India, in a peace, the conditions of 
which he dictated himfclf. He, however, renewed to the Company 
their ancient privileges in 16573 but before they could avail them- 
felves of the fupport of government, his death threw the nation 
back into thofe public diftraGions, from which it had emerged 
but a few years before. 


§ Orme, vol. 1. p. 8. 
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The revolution, which reftored England to its ancient conflitu- 
tion, brought back, foon after, the commerce of India to its former 
channel. Charles the Second, though addicted to pleafure, was ca- 
pable of ufeful exertions, and he loved commerce. His brother, the 
Duke of York, though poflefled of lefs ability, was endued with 
greater perfeverance; and, by a peculiar felicity, placed his chief 
amufement in commercial fchemes, whilft he pofleffed the whole in- 
fluence of the ftate. Under his aufpices, a new charter was iffued, 
on the 3d of April 1661. The animofity of the two royal brothers: 
againft the Dutch, the manifeft advantage to the revenue, as 
well as to the nation, which was likely to be derived from the. 
commerce of India, infured the fupport of government to the 
Company. 

The charter which had been granted by Queen Elizabeth, in the. 
forty-third year of her reign, invefted the Company with an exclu- 
five right of commerce for fifteen years. They had been erected 
into a perpetual body-politic, by a charter which they had obtained 
in the feventh of James the Firft. In that of April 3, 1661, new 
privileges were added to the old, which were all confirmed. The 
Company were invefted with a civil jurifdiction- and a military 
authority, with a power of making war or concluding peace with 
the INFIDELS of India; the ftate referving to itfelf, by this diflinc- 
tion, thofe prerogatives, with refpe€t to Europeans. They were 
alfo impowered to export bullion to the amount of 150,000l. in 
every voyage, provided they re-exported foreign goods to the fame 
amount. The claufe in the charter granted by Elizabeth was 
referved, which declared, that it fhould become void and of no 
effect, after three years notice given, fhould the privileges granted 
prove detrimental to the general intercft of the nation. A capital of 
369,8901. was fubfcribed, though only one half was paid, to derive 
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immediate advantage from privileges as extenfive in themfelves, as 
they were liberally beftowed by the Crown. 

Charles the Second, having efpoufed the Infanta of Portugal in 
1662, obtained the poffeflion of the ifland of Bombay in the year 
1663, as a part of the portion of that Princefs. Finding that the 
revenues of the place were unequal to its expence, the King ceded 
it, in fee-tail, to the Company, in the twentieth year of his reign , 
and, five years after, he alfo granted to them the ifland of St. He- 
lena. To this ceflion of territory, Government added its whole fup- 
port, in the encouragement and protection of the Company’s trade. 
The injuries which they had received from the jealoufy of the Dutch 
Company, had formed one of the oftenfible reafons for entering into 
the firft Dutch war. The Commons, by the management of Govern- 
ment, which then was fwayed by the Duke of York, addrefled the 
Crown, againft the wrongs and indignities done to the Eaft India 
Company. The Duke himfelf, who fpent half his time in the bu- 
finefs of commerce in the city, prefided frequently at the meetings 
of the Court of Direftors. In fhort, no aid was wanting to the 
profperity of the Company, that either the afliduity of the Duke or 
his influence in the ftate could procure. 

The encouragement and protection of government, joined to their 
own induftry, raifed the Company, in outward appearance, toa ftate 
of amazing affluence in the fpace of a few years. In 1680 and the 
three fucceeding years, the price of India ftock was 360 per cent. 
with proportionable dividends. Circumftances fo favourable could 
not fail to raife the jealoufy of foreigners, and to inflame the avarice 
of individuals at home. The mercantile intereft and the court be- 
came, at length, divided, ona fubje& of fo much importance. The 
firft were prompted, by their eagernefs for gain, to invade the 
exclufive rights contained in the charter; the latter, won by the 
influence, and perhaps the money, of the Company, as cagerly op- 
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During the Jattcr years of the life of Charles the Second, the vic- 
tory obtained by the court over the city, reprefled the complaints 
of the merchants of London, as they were likely to produce no good 
effet againft a fociety favoured by government. Charles had re- 
newed the charter, in the twenty-eighth year of his reign; he had 
extended the privileges of the Company in the thirty-fifth; but when 
his brother James the Second acceded to the throne, he poured his 
favours, with a very lavifh hand, on a body whom he had before 
patronized. To raife them into an equality with the Dutch Com- 
pany, and, perhaps, to give them a fuperiority over their republican 
rivals, he not only increafed their immunities, but even transferred 
to them many of his own prerogatives. He impowered them to 
build fortreffes, to levy troops, to determine eaufes, under the form 
of courts martial, and to coin money. Encouraged by fo many 
privileges, under the patronage of a Prince, who both knew and 
loved trade, the Company not only affumed the pride, but even the 
tyranny of fovereignty. Inftead of reprefling the encroachments of 
their foreign rivals, they perfecuted fuch of their countrymen as 
feemed inclined to invade their exclufive commerce. The principal 
fervants abroad, encouraged and protected by thofe who managed 
the affairs of the Company at home, carried infolence, oppreffion, 
and injuftice into every department of their government. 

Unlimited power, in the hands of a fingle perfon, may be pre- 
vented from degenerating into acts of tyranny, by the terrors of ig- 
nominy or by perfonal fears. But a body of men, vefted with autho- 
thority, is feldom fwayed by reftraints of either kind. As they derive, 
individually, but little applaufe from their beft meafures, fo the 
portion of infamy which may fall to each for the worft public 
ations, is too {mall to affect perfonal character. Having, therefore, 
no gencrous inducements to follow virtue, the moft fordid paflions 
frequently lead them into vice. It is from this circumftance, that the 
decifions of public bodies fometimes partake of that mortifying 
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{fpecies of tyranny, which is incapable of redrefs, and yet is be- 
yond revenge. Thefe obfcervations may be applied, without the 
leaft injuftice, to the aGtions of the India Company both at home 
and abroad. Avarice, the moft obftinate and hardened pafhon of 
the human mind, being the firft principle of commerce, was the 
original bond of their union; and humanity, juftice, and even policy, 
gave way to the profpedt or love of gain”. 

The mifmanagement of the Company at home had been long 
covered by that veil of fecrecy which the private interefts of the 
leaders had induftrioufly thrown over their affairs. It afterwards 
appeared, that thofe leaders had ufurped an abfolute dominion over 
the other adventurers. That, by their private contraéts and un- 
heard-of deductions, and by the moft iniquitous frauds in both, the 
joint ftock had fuffered a lofs to near one half of its original 
amount. That when, by embezzlement, avarice, and inattention 
to their truft, they had in a manner devoured the property of 
their conftituents, by unjuft and unreafonable dividends, to give 
the fallacious appearance of health to a body fallen into a deep 
decline. That, thouch in profecution of the fame fyflem of de- 
ception, they had doubled their capital, in the year 1682, they had 


not taken in but one half of the fum at firft fubferibed. That, 


* Befide that want of generous principle, fures by their authority. Hence it happen- 


which feems excluded from the very tuftituuion 
of a fovereign corporation of commerce, the 
great ciftance of their adminiftration in India 
Secured the Company from a general infpection 
into their condu€t, and confequently furnifhed 
ample opportunities for a wanton and uncon- 
trolled exercife of power. All refiflance, there- 
fore, to their arbitrary edi&ts, whether they 
segarded their own fervants or the natives of 
the countiy, was confidered as treafon, and 
punifhied with feverity, The rulers at home 
had their favourites abroad, whom they pro- 
teéted inthe moft cruel and opprefve mea- 


ed that private refentments and felfth views 
were too frequently the only rules of their 
condué; and that their adminiitration had 
fcarce any other principle of union, than a 
mutual permiion to commit injuttice. Even 
the exclufive privilege, which was thought ne- 
ceflary for the profperity of their commerce,. 
becane an engine of tyranny againft all thofe 
whom they confidered as inte:lopers; and 
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duced, fupported by fags, as would excite 
horror, ; 
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whilft they were making extravagant dividends to the proprietors, 
the Company was languifhing under a debt of two millions at in- 
tereft. That, inftead of anfwering legal demands, the Directors had 
fixed a paper on the Treafury-door, declaring that they could pay 
no more till a certain period; and all this at a time, when they 
pretended the affairs of the Company were in the moft flourifhing 
condition *. 

Thefe iniquitous deceptions at home naturally produced frauds, 
oppreflion, and injuftice abroad. To repair the ruins made by the 
avarice of the Directors, they iffued orders to their governors and 
factors to borrow large fums in India on the credit of the Company. 
Their conduct, upon this occafion, was treacherous, bafe and un- 
worthy of the fubjects of any civilized fiate. In their letters to 
their factors they intimated, that as foon as they had puthed their 
credit to the utmoft extent, they would then contrive means of 
quarrelling with the creditors, and of putting a ftop to their trade +. 

The commands of the Direétors were faithfully executed by 
fervants fuitable to fuch mafters. Having borrowed from the 
merchants of Surat, under the -mafk of frendfhip, near three hun- 
dred thoufand pounds, they followed the orders they had received, 
and retired to Bombay. Tocomplete the injuftice and even villany 
of thefe tranfaftions, they began to inake fpoil of the fhips and 
goods of their creditors and benefa@tors. One Sir John Child, a 
reprefentative worthy of a vicious focicty, without any declaration, 
without the Jeaft pretence to juftify hoftiliies, feized thirteen rich 
fhips, belonging to the merchants of Surat, to the amount of more 
than a million fterling {. 

To this treachery to foreigners, the Company had added the moft 
dreadful oppreffions towards their own nation. They had feized 


* White’s account of the India trade, dred thoufand pounds of this fpoil was fene 

+ Hamihon, vol. i. p.187.—Warris, vol. ii. home to the committee of Dire€lors who had 
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the fhips and condemned the property of interlopers, after having 
put the crews in irons, and killed fome of the captains $. Their 
Injuftice at fea was preceded and followed by unheard-of inftances of 
tyranny afhore. The merchants and inhabitants of Bombay, exaf- 
perated into a degree of madnefs by the oppreflions of their matters, 
had revolted from their authority, declared for the King and nation; 
imprifoned their prefident, and had taken the reins of government 
into their own hands |}. When, upon a promife of pardon, and upon 
ftipulated conditions, they returned to their duty, the faith of the 
Company was broken, and they were treated with infolence, tyranny, 
and wanton cruelty. To fuch a degree of oppreffion had the Governor 
of Bombay ftretched his authority, that he actually erected an in- 
quilition under the prefidency of a refugee Greek; to harafs, ruin; 


and deftroy, by a religious perfecution,.fuch as, in other refpedcts;. 


had eluded his vengeance *. 


The conduct of the Company towards their fubjeéts and fervants 
was uniformly oppreflive, unjuftifiable, and cruel; yet, from its be- 
ing unknown or difregarded at home, they efcaped thofe animad- 
verfions, and, perhaps; punifhments, which they had fo much 
deferved. But Aurungzebe, who'then fat on the throne of Delhi, 
refolved to obtain juftice for his own fubjects at Surat, for the piracies 
committed by the Company. Having demanded that juftice in vain, 
by meflages to the government of Bombay, he had ordered an army 
into thatifland. The conduct of the governor was as pufillanimous 


in war, as it had been infolent and unjuft in time of peace. Being. 


preffed by a fiege, three deputies, in the name of the Company, 
were difpatched to Aurungzebe, who then refided at Jehanabad. 
They prefented themfelves in the prefence of the offended monarch, 
with their hands tied before them; and having proftrated themfel ves 
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on the ground, they implored his clemency, confefled their faults, 
and humbly requefted his pardon. The Emperor, having fevercly 
reprimanded them, confented to withdraw his army, and to renew 
the Phirman, which they had fo juftly forfeited, upon condition 
of their making fatisfaction to his fubje&ts at Surat for the injuries 
which they had fiftained +. 

Soon after thefe tranfactions, both at home and abroad, the vehe- 
mence of perfons injured by the injuftice of the Company, and the 
jealoufy of the merchants of J.ondon, brought their affairs into 
public difcufhon, and under the confideration of parliament. The 
Fioufe of Commons, having examined the fubje& 1n three different 
feflions, had propofed regulations for earrying on, in future, the 
commerce with the Eaft Indies. But the Company had eluded all the 
endeavours of that affembly, by procuring a new charter from Queen 
Mary, who managed the affairs of the kingdom in the abfence of King 
William, in September 1694. The Houfe of Commons having, 
in the beginning of 1695, detected various flagrant abufes in 
the management of public affairs, were led to conclude, that the 
court, the camp, the city, and even parliament, had been infected 
with one general contagion of bribery, corruption, and venality. 
The Eaft India Company, having had the influence to remove the 
confideration of their affairs from the legiflature to the privy coun- 
cil, were naturally fufpetted of having gained the King’s principal 
fervants by bribes. ‘The Commons, therefore, ordered a committee 
to infpeét the books of the Company. The abftras of the fums 
paid for fpecial fervices foon led to a difcovery. In the reign of 
James the Second, the annual charges of the management at home 
had fearcely exceeded 1200].; but in the year 1693, when the 
charter was firft renewed, they had amounted to 90,0001. Sir Thomas 
Cooke, the governor of the Company, on whofe notes the moncy 
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had been lent, terrified by a bill of pains and penalties paffed by 
the Commons, made a difcovery which was not fatisfa€tory. Ten 
thoufand pounds were, however, traced to the king himfelf; and 
other fums to his minifters and principal fervants {. The duke of 
Leeds, as being the moft obnoxious, was impeaclied for receiving a 
gratuity of five thoufand pounds; but king William, by putting 
fuddenly an end to the feflion, quafhed at once the impeachment 
and all further enquiry §. 

Though the weight of the Crown, and the-influence of the Com- 
pany, as well as thofe who had received bribes, had quafhed the 
enguiry, in the year 1695, the aflociated merchants, or, as they 
were called by the Company, the zuter/opers, found means to bring 
the charter obtained in 1694, under the confideration of parliament 
in the beginning of 1698. LExclufive of the mifmanagements of the 
Company at home and their tyranny in India, together with the 
general arguments againft the expediency and juftice of a commer- 
cial monopoly, the principal objetion offered againft the charter, 
was its not being confirmed by an act of the legiflature. Govern- 
ment, ftanding in need of a fupply, had refolved to fupport the 
Tie 


Company, apprized of that circumftance, offered 700,000]. at four 


caufe of that party which fhould pay the moft for their favour. 


per cent. upon condition of having the charter confirmed by act of 
parliament. The terlopers, protehed by Mr. Montague, then 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, propofed to advance two millions, at 


eight per cent. in confideration of an exclufive trade to be veftcd in 


the fubfcribers. A bill was accordingly paffed on this affair, not- 
withftanding the petitions and oppofition of the Id Company. [he 


latter, however, obtained in the fucceeding year the fanctioa of 1. r- 


liament to their charter; and thus the nation had two Eaft-India 


J Journals, April 1695. § Ibid. 
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Companies by parliamentary authority, inftead of one by preroga- 
tive J. 

The animofities, which had fubfifted for many years between the 
Old Company and the inter/opers, who had been comprehended in 
the New, were increafed by mutual jealoufies, after both had been 
confirmed by the fanétion of the legiflature. They were now as fo- 
licitous for the deftru€tion of each other, as each had before been 
for their refpective eftablifhment. Having both tafted the f{weets 
of the Eaft-India commerce, both were inflamed with that envy 
and irreconcilable refentment which ambition and avarice never fail 
to infpire. In the general elections which happened in the year 1700, 
they had been both detected in bribery and corruption. ‘‘ The 
Old began with corrupting members and purchafing voices in the 
houfe. The New, inftead of purchafing votes, bought feats ; in- 
ftead of corrupting the reprefentatives bribed the conftituents, and 
endeavoured to fecure a majority in the houfe*.” Their feuds and 
jealoufies in the mean time continued; nor did thefe in the leaft 
fubfide till more than two years after the charter of the Old Com- 
pany had been confirmed by parliament. Tired, at length, of a 
quarrel which might pofhbly terminate in the ruin of both, they 
refolved upon an union of ftocks; and agreed that the future ma- 
nagement of their joint trade fhould be according to the charter of 
the New Coinpany, bearing date the sth of September 1698. 


During thefe contefls in England, the fame mifmanagements and 
the fame oppreffions continued in the fettlements of the Company 
in India. ‘The principles of the Company’s government abroad, 
may be collected from the orders fent by their governor at home. 
This commercial defpot, in writing to the judge appointed by the 
Company for civil affairs, makes ufe of the following remarkable 
words: “ IY expeé my will and orders fhall be your rnie, and not 


+ Ralph, vol. ii. p. 845. ® Univerfal Hift. vol. x. 
“ the 


THE EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 


“ the laws of England, which area heap of nonfenfe, compiled by 
‘a number of ignorant country gentlemen, who hardly know how 
** to govern their own familics, much lefs the regulating companies 
‘¢ and foreign commerce.’’—“ Having now the power of condemning 
‘* the Company’s enemies, or fuch as fhall be deemed fo, particular- 
“ly thofe who fhall queftion the Company’s power over all the bri- 
“ tith fubjects in India, Texpe&t my orders, from time to time, fhall 
** be obeyed and obferved as ftatute laws *.” 

Though the judge, to whom this letter had been written, was 
too prudent to promzfe obedience to the arbitrary mandates which 
it contained, the governors of the different fettlements feemed to 
have thoroughly imbibed the defpotic principles of their mafters in 
England. The profligate Sir John Child had been followed in the 
government of Bombay and the generalfhip of India, by a fucceflion 
of petty tyrants. The union of the two Companies brought only a 
freth fupply of rapacity and injuftice, to the old ftock of avarice 
and tyranny. In fome inftances, the oppreffed found them.felves 
obliged to ftrike the reins of government from the hands of their 
oppreflors. ‘This was the fate of Sir Nicholas Waite, whofe loofe- 
nefs of morals, bare-faced perverfion of juftice, and arbitrary exer- 
tion of his authority incenfed to fuch a degree the inhabitants and 
foldiers of Bombay, that they feized his perfon and fent him pri- 
foner to England. A train of fimilar oppreffions, joined with other 
misfortunes, at length reduced that ifland to a folitary and difmal de- 
fart. War and peftilence had reduced the Englifh inhabitants from 
elght hundred to fixty perfons. ‘ Still the fpirit of injuftice re- 
“ mained, which neither war nor peftilence could fubdue. The un. 
‘* fortunate few, who furvived thofe dreadful calamities, were de- 
“ nied the liberty of returning to their native country, or even of 
‘‘ removing to other parts of India. They were detained in the 
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“ Company’s fervice, under the lafh of authority, infolence, and 
‘* oppreflion, without a glimmering of hope *.” 

The union of the two Companies in England was found inca-~ 
pable of reconciling their fervants in India. The fame principle of 


nies after their avarice and felf-intereft, which had joined the former in one fcheme 


union. 


Negligence 
of Govern- 
mentin not 
interfering. 


of commerce, increafed rivalflip, animofity, and injuftice between 
the latter. The heat of the climate feems to have inflamed their 
rancour, jealoufy, and enmity. Thofe paflions had their rife among 
the leaders of the Companies at home, from the phlegmatic, though 
vigilant and eager principle of avarice: but in India, {elf-intereft, 
felfith notions, rapacity, and confequently injuftice, became blended, 
as it were by fermentation, with the whole conftitution of the mind. 
The affairs of the united Company muft naturally have languifhed, 
as they were conducted by men more attentive to their own mutual 
deftruction, than to their duty to their mafters. Neither honour, 
juftice, or humanity were regarded, when any occafion offered, for 
ruining each other, or enriching themfelves }: all was conducted by 
fecret fraud or open force f. 

The State, whofe correcting hand ought to have been ftretched 
forth to petty defpots, whofe quarrels and oppreffions had difgraced 
the nation, was too much embroiled at home, to extend its attention 
to India. A difputed fucceffion, the events, the hurry, the expence 
of a great war, and, above all, the contelts for places, which parties 
dignify with the name of principle, occupied the whole attention of 
the great body of the people. Men in office had neither leifure, 
nor, perhaps, fufficient knowledge of the fubjeét, to rectify abufes 
in commerce; and thus, whilft the great interefts of the nation 


* Harris, Dodfley, &c. istobe fludied. Bribery, corruption, and ve- 

+ The inflances of rapacity, oppreffion, and nality fecm to be inherent in al] the members of 
injuflice, committed by the fuperior fervants of commercial bodies; by whom authority never 
the Company, are too mean for the pen of an fails to be made the inflrument of avarice. 
hiflorian ; atleaft, they are too numerous to be } Hamilton, vol. i. Dodfley, vol. ii. Uni- 
comprehended in a difquifition, where brevity verfal lliftory, vol, x. 
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were neglected, the Miniftry were engaged in defending their places 
from the attacks of rivals, and not in executing the duties of their 
ftation. 

Time, which fmoothes down, in its progrefs, the moft furious 
paflions of the mind, extinguifhed, at length, the jealoufies between 
the leaders of the two united Companies in England. Their com- 
mon intereft created unanimity in their meafures; and, in looking 
back to the conditions on which they had been united, they per- 
ceived defects and inconveniences, which they wifhed to remove. 
The two Companies, when feparate, had been converfant in the 
means of caining the favour of individuals with money ; but, now, 
the neceflities of the State itfelf had rendered it an object for bribery. 
To obtain fuch a law as would fettle their affairs on a proper foot- 
ing, they refolved, in the fixth year of Queen Anne, to lend to 
Government, at a ftated intereft, 1,200,000]. over and above the 
2,000,000]. lent, when the New Company was eftablifhed, about 
ten years before. The Earl of Godolphin, then at the head of the 
public finances, feized the offer with all the eagernefs of a minifter 
who wants a fupply. In confideration of a trivial fum, which 
might have been borrowed upon common intereft from individuals, 
Parliament was ready to grant to the Company whatever privileges 
aud powers they required, for the benefit of their trade. A bill 
was accordingly paffed, in which the above fum of 1,200,000], 
was declarcd an addition to the ftock of the Company, free from 
all taxean=s 

The treaty of Utrecht, which reftored peace to I'ngland, after a 
war which had continued, with little intermiffion, three-and-twenty 
years, promifed to bring back interrupted commerce to her ancient 
channel. Years of tranquillity fuccceding times of trouble and pub- 
lic wafte, induftry and trade were revived, and the Eaft-India Com- 
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pany obtained its own fhare of the gencral profperity. The leaders 
in the Court of Direétors, either guided by chance, or fwayed by 
judgment, had fent perfons of prudence and commercial abilities, tn 
quality of chiefs, to their fettlements, which gave a profperous turn 
to their affairs. Envy and jealoufy, which tread clofe on the heels 
of profperity, again raifed enemies to the Company. Men of emi- 
nence and weight joincd, in the general cry, againft an exclufive 
commerce. A variety of arguments, plaulible, at leaft, if not juf, 
were urged, with great vehemence, on that head. “ The whole 
‘© kingdom was filled with complaints of the injuftice of a mono- 
«© poly, by which a body of private merchants fatiated their avarice, 
“ at the expence of all the other fubjects of the ftate*.”” To obviate 
the confequcnces of fpeculative reafonings, become fo general, 
the Company had recourfe to the never-failing argument of the 
purfe. They bribed the State, by what the State, perhaps igno- 
rantly, thought advantageous propofals [| ; and, notwithftanding the 
clamours of the people, obtained a perfect fecurity to an exclufive 
right of trading to the Eaft-Indies. 


The Eaft-India Company continued in the fame flourifhing and 
fecure condition, both at home and abroad, till the war, which was 
declared between France and England, in the year 1744. The 
French having failed, for near eighty years, 1n all their attempts to 
ere& and fupport an Eaft-India Company, at length accomplifhed 
their objet about the year 1720. ‘The regular returns made by the 
French, ever fince their complete eftablifhment in India, had been 
fo confiderable, that the jealoufy of the Briufh Company was raifed. 
Government, cntcring with fome degree of warmth into that jea- 


loufy, turned a part of their attention towards the Kaft, when war 
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was likely to arife between the two nations. The French, fearing © i P, 
hoftilities, as they were anxious to promote a commerce ftill 1m its opm: 


infancy, had propofed a neutrality between the two Companies, as 
early as the year 1742. The Court of Directors, at firft, accepted 
and then rejected the propofal; but, whether inftigated by Govern- 


ment, or fwayed by their own verfatility, is uncertain. When, 


therefore, war commenced in Europe, its flame fpread to Afia. 
Their refpective fovereigns affifted each Company; and, thus, the 
bufinefs of commerce yielded to the occupations of arms. New 
fcenes were opened; and events arofe, which became the founda- 
tion of that ftate of things, to explain which is the principal object 
of this work, 
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Origin of the three Prefidencies—The Congquefis of the 
Mahommedans in the Decan deduced from the earliefi 


Times. 


‘HE three Britith Prefidencies, which command the inferior 
factories in Hindoftan, were eflablifhed under various cir- 
cumftances, and at different periods. During the vigour of the 
Mogul empire, the race of Timur, who fat on the throne of Dell, 
difdained to permit the appearance of any fovereignty but their own. 
Even the conquefts and forts of the Portuguefe in India, had been 
confined to the dominions of petty Rajahs, to whom the Moguls 
had never extended their invafions. But as the nature of the com- 
merece of Europeans had placed fo much of their property in the 
hands of the natives, they became, through neceflity, entirely de- 
pendent on the Government of the country. This circumftance 
had, at length, fo far removed the jealoufy of the State, that they 
were permitted to erect fuch flight defences, as might protect the 
perfons of their Factors from the infults of invaders or infurgents, 
without rendcring them formidable to the Empire. 


Mapras, which commands the factories on the coaft of Coro- 
mandcl, owed its origin to the gallantry of Sir William Langhorne; 
who fixed on a fterile and inconvenient fpot, merely on account of 
its vicinity to the Portuguefe f{ettlement of St. Thomas, where he 
had a nuiflrefs. This injudicious choice was made, during the great 


civil war in England, when the trade to India ‘had languifhed fo 
4. much, 
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much, that, in the year 1654, it expired, ina manner, by a natural 
death. 

BomBay, which has long prefided over the factories on thie coat 
of Malabar, was itfelf formerly dependent on Surat, and governed 
by a Deputy fent from that fettlement. Their naval power enabled 
the Portuguefe to poffefs themfelves of that ifland, foon after their 
firft arrival in Hindoftan. Secured by the force which acquired it, 
Bombay had fearcely any defences but the fea, by which it was fur- 
rounded. Being a part of the portion afligned to the Infanta of 
Portugal, when fhe became Queen of England in 1662, it fell into 
the hands of Charles II. in the end of 1663. That prince, finding 
that it was not worth Its.expence to the State, trausferred it, in fee- 
tail, to the Company, about the year 1669. 

The Englifh, extending their commerce to Bengal, under the pa- 
tronage of Boughton, a furgeon, were permitted, about the year 
1640, to build a kind of factory at Hughley, a port on the weftern 
branch of the Ganges. But fuch was the jealoufy of the Mogul 
Government, that, for the fpace of forty years, the Company were 
only allowed to retain thirty foldiers and an enfign in their pay, to 
do honour to their principal agents. ‘The war kindled by Sir John 
Child, on the coaft of Malabar, extending itfelf to Bengal, the 
Englith were obliged to quit Hughley ; and, foon after, to retire to 
Madras. Upon the pacification made in 16¢9, with the Court of 
Delhi, the factory was permitted to return, firft to Soota-nutty, and 
afterwards to fettle at the village of Calcutta. Upon an infurredction 
of the Rajahs, on the weftern fide of the river Hughley, in the year 
1696, the factory declared for the Mogul Government. The Nabob 
of Bengal ordered them to defend themfelves againft the enemy ; 
and they raifed walls with a few baftions, which they called Fort 
William, in honour of the reigning king. 

Though the French had made a voyage to Indiain 1691, the fame 


year in which the Englifh firft failed, in the way of commerce, to 
1 that 
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that country, they were, for more than a century, unfuccefsful in 
almoft all their fchemes. A lively nation, without folidity for trade, 
calculated for fudden exertions, but incapable of perfeverance in one 
determined line of condu&. Perpetually changing the object, with-~ 
out altering their manner, they attempted every thing, and loft all. 
Their voyages to India were remarkable, only forthe fingularity of 
their misfortunes. A company, deftitute of refources as well as po- 
licy at home, vehement and injudicious, though fpirited agents 
abroad; both ignorant of commerce, and yet too proud to learn. 

Having founded a kind of factory at Surat, they quitted that city 
without any folid reafon, and after making an unfuccefsful attempt 
on the ifland of Ceylon, eftablifhed themfelves, by accident, at Pon- 
dicherry, about the year 1670, There they carried on a languid 
commerce, under the protection of the Mogul government, till Pon- 
dicherry was taken by the Dutch in 1693. Though the treaty of 
Ryfwick reftored the place, little advantage was derived from it, till 
Cardinal Fleury began to fupport the French intereft in India, in an 
effectual manner. Under the aufpices of that minifter, men of abi- 
lities were appointed to fuperintend the tradc, and to increafe the 
power of the India Company. Having fircceeded in the former, 
they became too attentive to the latter; till, by one of thofe reverfes 
of fortune to Which fchemes of ambition are often liable, both ob- 
jets were entirely loft. 

‘To throw complete light on the fubje&t of this difquifition, it may 
not be improper to return to events, which, as they are placed far 
back in antiquity, are perhaps overlooked, though they deferve to 
be known. Writers, who, by defending the conduct of the Com- 
pany, admit that it flands in need of defence, have recurred to the 
ancient hiftory of India, for arguments of exculpation. Though 
the fads they have chofen to give, may have carried conviction to 
their own minds, they are too imperfe& to guide the judgment of 
the Public, on an affair, on which the Public ought to decide. 
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This defect in the narratives, on which they found their reafoning, 
we fhall endeavour to fupply, with all the concifenefs confiftent with 
perfpicuity. If they have been miftaken in their premifes, their 
conclufions muft, of courfe, have been wrong. If they have de- 
cided without evidence, the nation will reverfe the judgment. 

A thirft for plunder and an avidity for power have ever been mo- 
tives of hoftility and injuftice to avaricious and ambitious men. 
But, from whatever caufe war may fpring, when it ends in conqueft, 
it invefts the victor with all the property of the vanquifhed*, The 
beft writers on the laws of nature and of nations terminate, at this 
point, their enquiries into the rights, by which monarchs fit on 
thrones, or nations poflefs dominions. ‘To pufh their examination 
further, might juftly invalidate every claim of a prince and right of 
a people. Almoft every period of antiquity, in every country, 
owes perhaps its being remembered at all to revolutions accomplithed 
by refentment, ambition, or rapacitye Mankind therefore, being 
either guilty themfelves of this {pecies of injuftice, or deriving be- 
nefits from it, have uniformly acquiefced in the abfolute right, 
which every man, in a folemn war, acquires in the property which 
he takes from the enemy; and that without rule or meafure f. 
When, therefore, flrangers obtain, either by chance or accident, a 
fettlement in any region, they are not to look back either to the 
juftice or injuftice of that force, which originally defined the ufages, 
or eftablifhed the government of the country, into whofe bofom 
they are received as fubjccts. 

This was certainly the cafe of the Enghfh Eaft-India Company, 
in thofe two fettlements, the Carnatic and Bengal, in which their 
fervants, aided by the force of the State, have made fo fplendid a 
fgure for the nation, at leaft fo profitable an adventure for them- 


* Anflomenhcpmer im. cap. 4 “enop). ce Int. Cyz. 1.7, Grot lib, inmemé. {c& 3. 
+ AuCores citat. paflim. 
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felves. In both countries, they owned themfelves, and they natu- 
rally were, the fubjects of the Mogul empire}. They reccived the 
phirménus of the Emperor, with every eaftern ceremony £; upon 
various occafions they voluntarily proftrated themfelves, and fome- 
times with their hands bound, in the prefence of that monarch, 
with all the humility of eaflern flaves |}; they paid him a yearly 
revenue; and, to ufe the hyperbolical language of Afia, they ‘* wor- 
*¢ fhipped the fhadow of his greatnefs, in his lieutenants and go- 
“ vernors §.”. The Mogul and his oflicers confidered them, in re- 
turn, in the light of good fubjects 5 and, upon occafions of dif- 
trefs or injuftice, interfered in their favour, and protected their per- 
fons and property *. To a certain prince, who now complains of 
their injuftice, they expreffed themfelves, about thirty years ago, 
‘We are at your fervice, if you can truft us;” words as expreflive 
of their obedience to him, as they are of doubts concerning their 
own fincerity |. 

The hiftory of Hindoftan, before the Mahommedans extended their 
invafions to that country, is either involved in fable, or disfigured by 
allegories ; which, to their natural obfcurity, have added the difficul- 
ties arifing from a language, little ftudied and lefs underftood. The 
authority of one monarch is faid to have extended itfelf over all 
India, in remote antiquity; but, either through the negligence or 
weaknefs of the princes who reigned, the Governors of the different 
provinces, throwing off their allegiance, aflumed the titles as well 
as the independence of fovereigns, about the year 6:8. In this 
fituation they had continued for fome ages, prior to the eftablifhment 
of a Mahommedan fovereignty at Ghizni, in the mountains to the 
north-weft of the weftern branch of the Indus. This happened 


+ Vide Accounts of India paffim, q Nizam to Nabob, Jan. 21ft, 1747. Rous’s 
* Hamilton, vol. i. Appendix, vol. i. p. 15. 
h Ib:d. * Rouy’s Appendix, vol, i, pafim. 
§ Dow’s Appendix, vol. iii. 4 Ibid. vol. i.p. 9. 
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about the middle of the tenth century, under Abiftagi, who had re- 
volted from the kingdom of Bochara; and whofe fucceflor Subuc- 
tagi became the anceftor of a long line of kings. 

Several Mahommedans had made predatory expeditions into India, 
prior to the foundation of the kingdom of Ghizni; but Mamood, 
the fon of Subudtagi, was the firft who eftablifhed his authority to 
the eaft of the five great rivers, which form the Indus. Mamood 
In his 
zeal to propagate the faith of Mahommed, but, more probably, 
prompted by his avarice, he made many expeditions into India ; and 
having retained the places which he had fubdued, extended his con- 
quefts and dominions to the kingdoms of Ajmere, Guzerat, and 
even toa part of Malava. Thirteen princes of the family of Mamood 
inherited his empire, but none of them his talents. Inftead of ex- 
tending, they, at length, loft all their dominions to the petty princes 
of Ghor, who had been their fubje&ts ; and who mounted the throne 
of the Mahommedan conqueits in India, in the year 1184. The 
dynafty of Ghor, fubfifing in the perfons and defcendants of the 
adopted flaves of that family, poffefled the throne, without extend- 
ing their dominions, for the {pace of one hundred and four years *. 

In the year 1289, Ferofe, the firft of the dynafty of Chilligi, 
having extinguifhed the race of Ghor, obtained the throne of Delhi. 


mounted the throne of Ghiznl, in the year of our zra 997. 


Alla-ul-dien, the nephew of this prince, was the firft Mahomme- 


dan, who entered the Decan}. In a predatory expedition, which 


he undertook in the year 1293, he furprifed Deogire, afterwards 
called Dowlatabad. The incredible booty which he found in this 
place, enabled him, foon after, by the murder of his uncle Ferofe, 


to mount the throne of Delhi]]. Alla-ul-dien held with vigour the 


* Dow's Hiltory of Hindoftan, vol. i. 
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feeptre, which he had obtained by injuftice. Having impofed an 
annual tribute on the Rajah of Deogire, which that prince had neg- 
lected to pay, the Emperor ordered an army againft him, in the year 
1305, under the conduct of Malleck Caffoor, who was at once his 
minifter, favourite, and catamite §. 


Malleck Caffoor having penctrated the mountains of Bucklana, 
entered, and reduced into the form of a province, the country of 
the Marattas ; and proceeding to Deogire, received the fubmiflion of 
the Rajah, whom he carried in triumph to Delhi*. Purfuing, in 
the enfuing year, his good fortune, he cntered the province of Tel- 
lingana, befieged Lidderdeo, the Rajah, in his capital of Arinkil, 
which he took by affault. ‘The Rajah, driven to extremity, bought 
his peace with three hundred elephants, feven thoufand horfe, and 
money and jewels to a vaft amount, agreeing to pay an annual tri- 
bute to the Empire t. Encouraged by thefe repeated fuccefics, Caf- 
foor, refolving to puth his conquefts to the fouthern extremity of 
India, marched, in the year 1310, through Tellingana and Golconda, 
pafied the river Crifina, and entered the Carnatic. Having engaged 
and taken in battle Bellal-Deo, Rajah of the Carnatic, he ravaged 
the country, plundered the temples, and, in a mofque, which he 
built, read the Chutba in lis mafter’s name, as fovereign of that ex- 
tenfive province. In a fourth expedition, undertaken in the year 
1311, Cafvor feized and put to death the refractory Rajah of Deo- 
vire, ravaged the country of the Marattas, and penetrating to the 
coaft of Malabar, reduced feveral provinces along the fhore of the 
ocean. After this expedition, he took up his rcfidence at Deogire, 
and, as Tsizam or Viceroy of the Decan, railed the annual tribute 
from the Rey:hs of Vellingana, Carnatic, and other conquered pro- 
vinees(. 
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Malleck Caffoor, upon the death of Alla-ul-dien, having feized 
the throne, was affaffinated by fome of the officers of the court, and 
Miubaric, the fon of Alla-ul-dien, and the fourth prince of the race 
of Chilligi, mounted the throne*. During the confufions which 
attended the ufurpation, the reduced princes of the Decan revolted, 
under the conduat of Hirpaldeo, the nephew of the Rajah of Deo- 
gire. Hirpaldeo being defeated, taken, flead alive, and beheaded 
by Nlubaric, the provinees of the South returned to their former 
dependence on the Mahommedan empire of Delhi+-. Mubaric, 
imitating his father, invefted his catamite, Chufero Chan, with the 
enfigns of royalty, and fent him from Dowlatabad, with a part of his 
army, to reduce the provinces on the coaft of Malabar. ‘The 1im- 
menfe plunder acquired by Chufero, in this expedition, encouraged 
him to afpire to the throne, which, by the murder of Mubaric, the 
laft of the race of Chilligi, he mounted in the year 13213; but, 
after he had reigned five months, he was defeated and flain by Ghazi 
Malleck, who became his fucceflor, under the name of Tuglick 
Shaw ff. 

The princes of the Decan, ftill averfe to the yoke of the Ma- 
hommedans, had revolted during the ufurpation of Chufero; and 
Tuglick, foon after his acceffion to the imperial dignity, difpatched 
his eldeft fon, Aligh Chan, to chaflife the infurgents. Aligh Chin, 
though he failed in the firft expedition, by the defertion of his 
nobles, returned in the fucceeding year; and having retaken the 
the capital of Tellingana, reduced the revolted provinces. Having, 
in the year 1326, fucceeded his father ‘Tughick in the throne, by the 
name of Mahommed, he became a great conqueror. Either m per- 
fon, or by his generals, he fubjeéted all thofe vaft provinces, which 
extend from Chittagong, on the eaftern fhore of the bay of Bengal, 


* Dowmieenl. p. 296. oe Leocl erer senses 7 landop, 305. 
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to the ocean, which wafhes the extenfive coaft of Malabar. Ex- 
tending his conquefts, along the coaft of Coromandel, he reduced 
the Carnatic to Cape Comorin, the extremity of the Decan; and 
ftretching his authority with his arms from fea to fea, made the 
whole peninfula dependent on the empire of Dell §. 

Sultan Mahommed, having by his wild fchemes, ambition and 
avarice, created a general difguft, many of the nobles, whom he 
had left in governments in the Decan, confederating under his 
nephew Kirfhafib, arofe in rebellion. Kirfhafib being defeated 
under the walls of Deogire, by the Emperor in perfon, fled to the 
Rajah of Compala in the Carnatic, who, endeavouring to protect 
the fugitive, was overcome in battle, and taken prifoner by the Im- 
perialifts. Kirfhafib having, in the mean time, made his efcape, threw 
himfelf into the hands of Bellaldeo, Rajah of the whole Carnatic. 
That prince, acknowledging his own fubjection to the Mahom- 
medan government™, delivered the fugitive to his offended uncle, 
who ordered him to be flead alive, and to be fhewn, a horrid fpec- 
tacle, all around the city of Deogire. Mahommed, in order to re- 
tain with more eafe his vaft conquefts in the Decan, refolved to 
make Deogire the feat of empire; and, to people it with the greater 
expedition, he ordered Delhi to be deflroyed, and the inhabitants to 
be carried to his new capital T. 

The prefence of Mahommed in Deogire repreffed, for fome time, 
the fpirit of revolt, which had fo frequently appeared in the Decan. 
But when difturbances tn the North and Eaft, and efpecially a re- 
bellion in Bengal, recalled him from the fouthern provinces, a con- 
fpiracy was formed, by the principal Hindoos, to recover their 
independence, by expelling all the Mahommedans from the Decan. 
Kinfa-naig, the fon of Lidderdeo, the depofed Rajah of Tellingana, 


§ Dow, vol. 3. po 384. 315. Salts p. 319. + Ibid. p 7m 
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joining with Bellaldeo*, the tributary prince of the Carnatic, their 
united forces drove. ina few months, the Mahommedans from all 
their conquefis, except Deogire or Dowlatabad }. Sultan Mahom- 
med having determined to reconquer the Decan, in the year 1346, 
divided that vaft country into thofe four provinces, which became, 
He 
- entered into articles with four governors, whom he appointed, and 


afterwards, four independent Mahommedan foverciguties. 


provided with armies, that they fhould pay annually into the Im- 
perial trea:ury, near nine millions of our money {. The Hindoos, 
either terrified or defeated by the Imperial armies, feem to have 
returned to their former dependence; when a fudden revolution 
rendered the Decan entirely independent on the throne of Delhi. 

The Mahommedan princes, who had already reigned over the 
greateft part of India, for more than three centuries, had fupported 
their authority among the natives, by the means of hardy troops, 
called from the provinces beyond the Indus. The chicfs or leaders 
of thofe mercenaries had formerly feized the throne, which they 
had been hired to defend; or, at leaft, had appropriated to them— 
{elves provinces, in the reduction of which they had been employed 
by the court of Delhi. Tlus injuftice, on their part, frequently 
created jealoufy in the mind of the prince whofe pay they received. 
Plots, affaffinations, and even maffacres had often been the confe- 
quence of thofe paffions, when earried to extremes. 

Sultan Mahommed, becoming jealous of his Mogul mercenaries; 
had ordered many of their chiefs to be murdered at a feaft to which 
they had been treacheroufly invited). Thofe who remained, dread- 
ing the fame fate, revolted, furprifed Dowlatabad, and, in the 
year 1347, invefted I{mael Muche, one of their chiefs, with the 


enfigns of royalty, under the-:name of Nafir-ul-dien|]. This new 
* This feems to have been the general name t Dow, vol. i. 

of all the Rajahs of the Carnatic. © Ibid. pe 320, 
4 Dew, vol. i. p. 323, 326. | lbid. p. 332. 
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monarch was, foon after, defeated in battle, and befieged in Dowla- 
tabad, by Sultan Mahommed. A rebellion in Guzerat having called 
the Emperor to that province, the vanquifhed Moguls affembled 
under Fiaffen Caco Bemini, defeated the Imperialifts who befieged 
Dowlatabad, and drove them towards Malava. Haffen Caco, under 
the title of Alla-ul-dien, aflumed the royal enfigns, which had been 
Whilft Sultan Mahom- 


med was meditating an expedition againft the rebels, he died, on hits 


refigned, in his favour, by Nafir-ul-dien. 


march to Tatta on the banks of the Indus, in 1352 f. 
Ferofe Shaw, who fucceeded his uncle Mahommed in the throne 
More 


attentive to the improvement of the dominions, which he poffeffea; 


of Delhi, was a good and humane man, but a weak prince. 


than to the recovery of thofe, which his predeceflors had loft, he 
emancipated, by a formal treaty, both the Decan and Bengal, from 
the government of the empire; upon condition of their paying a 
The debility of Ferofe defcended to his pofte- 
rity and fucceflors, who were engaged in a civil war, which had 
fprung from a difputed fucceffion, when, in 1397, Timur§, by an 
invafion of Hindoftan, broke entirely the power of an empire al- 
ready mutilated and divided. In Mamood, who then poflefled the 
Imperial title, but no authority, the dominion of the race of Tuglick. 
Shaw expired. The family of Beloli Lodi, a noble Afgan, obtained 
the throne of Delhi in 1450, which they held for feventy-five. 
years ; till by the defeat and death of Ibrahim, the third of the race, 
the empire was transferred to the Moguls, in the perfon of the great 


{mall annual tribute. 


Sultan Baber, lineally defcended from Timur * 

Sultan Baber found too much employment, in fettling the domi- 
nions, which he had wrefted from the family of Lodi, to avail him- 
felf of the ancient claims of the empire, on the revolted provinces. 


$ Dow, vol. i. p. 336. * Dow, vol. ti, pel dt. 
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Dying in the prime of life, in 1539, he was fucceeded in the throne, 
but not in his good fortune, by his fon Humaioon; who, after a 
tronblefome and difaftrous reign of twelve years, was expelled from 
his dominions by Shere Shaw, an Afgan, who ufurped the throne. 
Humaioon, after an exile of twelve years, returned to Hindoftan 
with an army; and, having come to battle with Secunder Shaw, the 
Jaft Patan pofleflor of the throne of Delhi, transferred the govern- 
ment, a fecond time, to the houfe of Timur. But dying by a fall 
in the following year, he left the yet unfettled empire to his fon 
Ackbar, who was flill a youth +. 

Though Ackbar, whether we regard his chara@er or his good 
fortune, was one of the greateft princes who ever fat on the throne 
of Hindoftan ; he neglected, for many years, to revive the preten- 
fions of the empire, to the kingdoms of the Decan. 

The internal hiftory of thofe extenfive countries, which form the 
peninfula of India within the Ganges, ftill remains involved in the 
obfcurity of an unknown tongue. The eminent writer t, who has 
favoured the public with the hiftory of the empire of Delhi, had alfo 
an intention of tranflating, from the Perfian language, that of the 
Mahommedan fovereignties of the Decan. But other purfuits hav- 
ing prevented the execution of his defign, we muft content our- 
felves with the few lights which are thrown on this fubjedt, by its 
conneétion with the affairs of the Moguls. The information of 
travellers, whether they only vifited the coafts, or even penctrated 
the country, gives little fatisfaction with regard to fuch revolutions 
as happened in former ages. Though worthy of credit in’ their 
narrative of tranfactions which fell within the circle of their perfonal 
knowledge, they lofe themfelves in uncertainty and fable when they 
recur to ancient times. Wherc the great line of fads is afcertained 
by domeftic hiftory, we may fafely rely on their fidelity relative to 
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circumftances ; but when we find them without a guide, we are in 
danger of being led into a region of clouds and darknefs. 

In the reign of Ackbar, the conquefts of the Mahommedans in 
the Decan, were found to have been divided into four principalities, 
under the pofterity of the Moguls, who had revolted from the - 
Thefe 
were the kingdoms of Chandez, Berar, Golconda, and Biyapour§; 


empire of Delhi, about the middle of the fourteenth century. 
the latter known in Europe by the name of Vifiapour. Chandez, 
the capital of which was called Burhanpour, comprehended the 
extenfive countries lying between the mountains near the Nirbidda 
and the fprings of the Ganga. Berar, whofe chief town was Ah- 
mednagur, lay between the Ganga and the Soan; and the domui- 
nions of the king of Biyapour, who refided in a city of the fame 
name, feem to have extended themfelves from the fources of the 
Age 
territories of the king of Golconda, beginning, on the Eaft and North,.. 
on the banks of the Gandevari and Ganga, comprehended the whole 
coaft, from Oriffa to Cape Comorin; being feparated, on the Weft, 
from the kingdom of Bijapour, by the vaft mountains of Gata, . 
which divide the coaft of Coromandel from that of Malabar. 

The authority, which thofe princes exercifed over the territories, . 


Criftna, to the fouthern extremity of the kingdom of Myfore. 


which they affected to comprehend within their refpective king- 
doms, feems to have been various, both in its kind and degree. 
Contrary to the ufages of other Mahommedans, they permitted ho- 
nours, governments, and real property to defcend, in regular fuc- 
ceflion, from father to fon, Thofc hereditary chieftains, though they 
owned themfelves fubjects, exccuted all the funQions of fovereienty, 
within their governments. They fortified their places of refi- 
dence again{ft the tyranny of their prince, as well as againi{t the 
injuftice of neighbours; and they not only made war upon one an- 
§ Dox, vole. hese. 
other, 
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other, but frequently took up arms againft their fovereign. They 
were bound by their tenures to give an annual tribute to fupport his 


dignity; but the regularity of the payments depended on his power. 


to enforce them. ‘The rights of the Mahommedans, in fhort, dif- 


fered in nothing from thofe claimed by the hereditary Rajahs; who, - 


upon agreeing to perform military fervice, and to pay an annual tri- 
bute, were left in the management of their refpective dominions. 
As long as they performed the conditions of their dependence, the 
prince never interfered with the internal management of their coun- 


tries ;-but when they failed in their duty, and he found himfelf 


poffeffed of power fufhicient to enforce his authority, either he ftript 


them entirely of their territories, or made them pay feverely for 
their refractory condud. 

To thefe difadvantages at home, were added perpetual fears from 
abroad. ‘The empire of Delhi had never relinquifhed its preten- 
fions to the fovereignty of the Decan; and-nothing had hitherto 
prevented its enforcing its claims, but the want of power. The 
martial character of Ackbar had impreffed with fuch terror the 


mind of Mubarick Shaw, king of Chandez, that in the year 1562. 


he paid homage at Mendu, the capital of Malava, which the emperor 
had juft reduced into the form of a province*. Thongh Ackbar 
always viewed the Decan “ with an eye of conqueft,” an opportu- 


nity for hoftilities did not offer itfelf for more than twenty years. - 


In 1505, the brother of Murtiza Nizam, king of Golconda, flying 
to Agra, prevailed upon the emperor to order the Mogul governor 
of Malava to invade the Decan; but the princes of that country 
joining in confederacy againft the invaders, the imperialifts were 
obliged to retreat}. In the-year 1588, the emperor difpatched am- 
bafladors to the four flates of the Decan, lefs to gain their favour 
than to learn their weaknefs{; and to derive, from their expected 


* Dow, vol, i. p. 238. + loid. p. 279. t lbid. p. 23m. 
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refufal of demands, which could not be granted, a pretence for 
War. 

The favourable opportunity fo long fought by Aclbar, prefented 
itfelf in the year 1593. A difputed fucceflion had kindled a civil 
war in the kingdom of Berar, and one party applied for aid to the 
Mogul. A numerous army laid fiege to Alimednagur, the capital, 
in 1595; butthe views of the emperor were, for this ume, fruf- 
trated by powerful fuccours fent to the befieged, by the other princes 
of the Decan. In the year 1600, Ackbar having taken Ahmedna- 
eur, the capital of Berar, by his generals, and Afere, in the do- 
minion of Chandez, in perfon, both kingdoms were reduced into 
the form of provinces {. Ibrahim Adil, king of Byapour, terrified 
by the fuccefs and vicinity of the Moguls, folicited peace, paid ho- 
mage, and fubjeéted himfelf to an annual tribute to the empire § ; 
upon which Ackbar annexed his conquefts, in the Decan, to his 
other royal titles, in a proclamation. 

The empcror Ackbar dying in 1605, was fucceeded in the throne 
of the Moguls, by his only furviving fon Sultan Selim, who af- 
fumed, upon his acceflion, the name of JEHANGIRE. During the 
fult fix years of the reign of this prince, the conquefts of his fa- 
ther in the Decan remained undifturbed and confirmed in his hands. 
In 1611, Amar Sinka, chief of the Marattas, diftinguifhed by the 
title of Rana, fetting fuddenly on the Imperial troops in the pro- 
vince of Chandez, defeated them |]; and an army fent againft him, 
under Sultan Purvez the emperor’s fecond fon, retreated on account 
of diffenfions among the nobles. Jchangire, alarmed at the pro- 
grefs of the Rana, moved the !imperial ftandard towards Ajmere, 
difpatched the famous Mohamet Chan to command the army, and, 
after him, his third fon Sultan Churrum, known better by the name 
of Shaw Jehan. That prince entered the mountains, defeated the 


+ Dow, vol. ii. p. 295. § Ibid. | Dow, vol. it. p. 39. 
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Rana, in fomeindecifive fkirmiflies, took his capital, forced him to 
throw limfelf at his feet, and impofed upon him an annual tri- 
bute *. Five years after this pacilication, Shaw Jehan had the good 
fortune to intimidate into fubmiffion the princes of the Decan, who 
had confederated againft the empire. Some of thofe princes attend- 
ed him to the prefence of the emperor, and agreed to pay a fettled 
tribute for the future-++. In the year 1620, the kings of Golconda 
and Bijapour refufing to pay the ftipulated Peifhcufh, were again 
reduced to their dependence, by the arms of Shaw Jehan id, who 
forced them to pay the arrears of their tribute, which was fettled at 
the annual fum of fifty-five lacks of rupecs §. 

Shaw Jehan, encouraged by his fuecefs in the Decan, rebelled 
againft his father ; but being defeated by that prince, and afterwards 
by his elder brother, Sultan Purvez, he retired into the mountains of 
Ballagat, under the protection of his former enemies, particularly 
the Rana ||. Driven to extremity by his bad fortune, he folicited 
and obtained pardon from Jehangire; but he chofe to remain in the 
countries where he had taken refuge, till the death of his father 
delivered him, from his fears and placed him on the throne. During 
the latter years of the emperor Jehangire, the princes of the Decan, 
though impatient of their dependence on the court of Delhi, were 
re{trained from hoftilities, by the reputation of thofe generals, whom 
the Moguls employed in the conquered kingdoms of Berar and 
Chandez. 

Shaw Jehan, having obtained the throne of Hindoftan foon after 
the death of his father in 1628, became a great prince. His jea- 
loufy of Chan Jehan Lodi, one of his principal Omrahs, who was 
defcended from the Patan family, who formerly pofleiled the empire 


of Delhi, became the fource of a new war in-the Decan. Lodi, 
* Dow, vol, iit. pyaie bi 6Se7005 |. 
Te alds Pe 60; Ste> i Dow, vol. iil. p. 37 
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having taken refuge in Dowlatabad, had the addrefs to unite, in one 
confederacy, againft the empire, Adil Shaw king of Bijapour, Ni- 
zam Shaw fovercign of Golconda, and Chuttub ul Dien, who ftyled 
himfelf prince of Hydrabad and Tellingana, Shaw Jehan marched 
from Agra on the fourth of February 1631, with 300,coo men; 
and having arrived at the capital of the province of Chandez, 
he detached armies into the dominions of the confederates. Not- 
withftanding the activity and abilities of Lodi, who commanded the 
forces of the allies, they found themfelves incapable of refifting the 
great force of the enemy. Inftead of oppofing that force in the 
field, they fhut themfelves up in their fortrefles. Shaw Jehan laid 
wafte the country ; anda dreadful famine was added to the cala- 
mities of war. The vizier Afiph Jih, having ravaged with fire and 
fword the kingdom of Bijapour, the fovereign of that country came 
into terms, when nothing worthy of defence was left. The kings 
of Golconda and Tellingana fued for peace, in the fame fubmiffive 
terms. A peace was granted, upon their paying large fums of mo- 
ney, with an annual tribute; the emperor keeping, by way of fe- 
curity, poffeffion of fuch forts as had fallen into his hands *, 


Notwithflanding this pacification, the war was renewed in the 
year 1633 by the Imperialifts, under the conduct of Mohabet Chan, 
governor of Chandez; who, leading an army into Golconda, took 
the impregnable city of Dowlatabad, by the treachery of its gover- 
nor, the fon of Malleck Amber, who had fo often fignalized him- 
felf againft the Moguls. The old king of Golconda was dead; an 
infant had fucceeded to the throne, and he was fent in tnumph to 
Agra, whilft his dominions were reduced into the form of a pro- 
vince, and annexed to the empire [. The further progrefs of Mo- 
habet, who had refolved to invade the dominions of Tellingana, was 


* Dew, vol. ii. 7. Pygmy ct pall. + Jkid. p. 149. 
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checked by the jealoufy of Sultan Suja, the emperor’s fecond fon, 
who had joined the army {. 


In 1636 Shaw Jehan, having formed a refolution to reduce en- 
tirely the Mahommedan fovereignties of the Decan, marched from 
Agra, on the firft of O@ober ; but he did not arrive at Dowlatabad 
till the latter end of the rainy feafon of 1637. His forces were fo 
numerous that he divided them into twelve armies, which he fent, 
under twelve leaders, into the kingdoms of Bijapour and Tellingana. 
War was, at once, in all parts of the dominions of the two kings. 
The open country was fubmitted to’ fire and fword; the garrifons 
One hundred and fifteen 
aire 
confederates, driven to extremity, implored for peace, which was 
granted upon terms fuitable to the neceflity of their condition. They 
were re-eftablifhed by commiffions from the emperor, as hereditary 


which refifted were cut off to a man. 
towns and caftles were deftroyed in the {pace of one year. 


governors of their own dominions, upon agreeing to give an enor- 
mous annual tribute; the firft payment to be made at the figning of 
the treaty. They were, befides, to acknowledge the emperor and 
his fucceflors, lords paramount of their countries; and to defign 
themfelves, in all their public deeds *, the humble flaves of the 
empire of the Moguls. 

To awe the tributaries into an obfervance of the treaty, Shaw 
Jehan occupied with garrifons all the places, which he had taken in 
Tellingana and Bijapour. Several years of tranquillity fucceeded a 
war, which had effectually broken the fpirit of the vanquifhed. The 
tribute, which they had undertaken to pay, and which they durft 
not evade, lay heavy upon their finances. They refolved, there- 
fore, to fearch for refources beyond the limits of their immediate 
dominions, and to extort from their tributaries thofe fums which 


they were obliged to pay to the empire t. The moft wealthy, and 


t Dow, vol. iil. p. 142, et pafim, ® Ibid. 4 Ibid. 
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confequently the moft powerful, of thofe tributaries was the Rajah of 
the Carnatic; a country then betier known by the name of Bigen- 
acur. The Rajah had furnifhed a pretence for war, by refufing or 
neglecting to fend, as tributary, the ftipulated fuccours, upon the 
requifition of the king of Bijapour, when the emperor Shaw Jehan 
invaded bis dominions *. 

To explain this fubject, it is neceflary to recur to a period of 
more remote antiquity. When the Mahommedans penetrated into 
the Carnatic, under the conduct of Malleck Caffoor, in the year 
1310+, Bellaldeo, king of that country, was fovereign of the king- 
doms of Canara, Myfore, and Travancore, together with Tanjore, 
Marava, and Madura}. To fecure his wealth and family in the 
mountains, whilft he oppofed the Mahommedans in the plain 
country, he built the city of Bigenagur §, about a hundred and 
eighty geometrical miles to the fouth-eaft from Goa |]. 

The new city, becoming the capital, communicated its name to 
the dominions of Bellaldeo; which, for fome centuries, were diftin- 
guifhed by the title of the empire of Bigenagur. When the Decan 
was loft to the crown of Delhi in 1347, the dependence of the tri- 
butary Rajahs paffed to the new fovereignties, erected by the Mogul 
mercenaries, who had revolted. ‘The intermediate hiftory of the 
Carnatic, between the revolt and the middle of the fixteenth cen- 
tury, is involved in darknefs, which has not hitherto been pene- 
trated. In the year 1565, Bigenagur was attacked, by the united 
force of the four Mahommedan princes of the Decan. Having 
defeated the king in battle, they entered and plundered his capital ; 
and though they did not retain their conquefts, the diftractions 
which followed their viddory broke the empire to pieces, and di- 
vided the country among many chiefs, who afflumed the indepen- 





§ Dow, vol. i. 
|| Lertres Edifantes, tom. xxiii, 


{ De Faria, p. 252. 
S dence 


* Thevenct’s Travels, part ti, &c. 
+ Dow, vol. i. 
j De Faria, vol.1. p.¢ 5, &c. vol. ti.p.83—142. 
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dence of fovereigns *, But notwithflanding this temporary diffolu- 
tion of the empire, all its provinces feenr to have been united under 
one king in 1597. ‘This prince, whom we only know by the disff- 
gured name of Wentakapati, kept his court at Kande-Gheri +}, 
three miles from the famous Pagoda at Tripeti, and fifty-three to 
the north-eaft of Arcot. His anceftors were faid to have compre- 
hended within their dominions al! the countries from Goa to Cape 
Comorin;. but it appears that, lately, the Naigs of Travancore, Ma- 
dura, Tanjore, and Gingee, had thrown off the yoke of their fo- 
vereign, the king of the Carnatic f. 

Nothing of importance is recorded concerning the Carnatic from 
this period forward, till its entire conqueft by the Mahommedans, 
about the middle of the feventeenth century. The kings of Bija- 
pour and Golconda, offended with the Rajah for refufing fuccours 
againft Shaw Jehan, and defirous to. fupply the wafte made by the 
war in their own treafures by the wealth of the Carnatic, invaded 
that country with all their forces. The king of Bijapour, having 
entered it through the mountains, ferzed Velore, which was then 
the capital, and having taken Gingee and feveral other places of 
ftrength, penetrated as far as Porto Novo and the cape of Negapa- 
tam. The famous Amir Jumla, who made afterwards fo great a 
ficure under the emperor Aurungzebe, led the troops of Golconda, 
and feized the provinces along the coaft of Coromandel. The war 
began in 1650, and lafted fix years, before the Mahommedans re- 
duced the Carnatic and its dependencies, with all their ftrong for- 
treffes, into the form of a province. 

In his expedition into the Carnatic, and the conqueft of that 
country, Amir Jumla acquired much wealth for his mafter, but 
more for himfelf. Cuttub, wifhing to poffefs a larger portion of 

* Cafar Frederic’s Voy. apud Purchas, Letters, p. 7-c—3$36. 
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the fpoil, had raifed the fears of Jumla, who prudently gained the 
friendfhip and claimed the prote@tion of Aurungzebe, who com- 
manded for his father Shaw Jehan in the neighbouring countries. 
When Jumla withdrew himfelf from the fervice of Cuttub, that 
prince imprifoned his fon, as the beft hoftage for his father’s return. 
The influence of Jumla turned the arms of the Moguls againft his 
old mafter. Mahommed, the eldeft fon of Aurungzebe, was en- 
trufted with the management of this war; a brave, a haughty, and 
an obftinate youth, not to be fwayed from his purpofe, cither by 
argument or fear. He entered the dominions of Cuttub, who in- 
ftantly paid the arrears of his tribute, and releafed the fon of Jumla; 
but the wealth of that lord he ftill retained. Mahommed ftormed 
Hydrabad. He defeated Cuttub before the old city of Golconda. 
Cuttub threw himfclf in vain at the feet of the victor, till he pro- 
duced his daughter Rizia. Her beauty foftened the rigour of Ma- 
hommed; and a peace was concluded which fearce left any thing 
but the title of prince to the unfortunate Cuttub *. 

Whilft the fovercign of Tellingana was reduced to this abject con- 
dition, a fimilar fate hovered over the head of the king of Byapour. 
Upon the death of Adil Shaw, his fon, without afking the permif- 
miffion of his lord paramount, mounted his father’s throne. This 
conduét was highly refented by Shaw Jehan, who confidered Bia- 
pour as an appendage of his empire. Jumla, who had been appoint- 
ed vifier, was ordered with an army to depofe the fon of Adil. An- 
rungzebe, who commanded in the province of Chandez, joined the 


vificr with his forces. That prince took the ftrong city of Bider 


by affault, where he found all the wealth of Biyapour. He de- 
feated the young king before Kilburga; he beheged and took the 
place by aflault. The young king threw himfelf at the feet of the 
vitor, who permitted him to remain governor of his own domi- 


* Dow, vol. iil. pe 205—206, 
4 nions, 
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nions, upon paying the expences of the war, together with a fettled © one P. 
annual tribute, amounting to 1,875,000]. of our money; and, to —~— 
feeure the allegiance and tribute of Bijapour, Mogul garrifons were 

placed in all the flrong places within the kingdom *, Aurungzebe 

had fettled the affairs of the Deean with fuch prudence and ability 

that the fouthern provinces remained quiet under the government of 

his fecond fon Mahommed Mauzim, during the civil wars, which 

ended in placing him on the throne of the Moguls. 

At this period of the hiftory of the Decan, we are left to wander css 
without a guide, or to the uncertain light furnifhed by travellers, 5 as 
who had neither leifure, nor, perhaps, abilities to inquire into paft Tellingana. 
revolutions. The peace concluded with Mahommed, the fon of 


Aurungzebe, in 1656, had been fo humiliating and unfavourable 


to the kingdom of Tellingana, that the monarch was ftript of au- ee: 


thority in his own dominions, and his-country expofed to invafion, authority. 


The ambaffador of Aurungzebe, at the court of his tributary, af- a Cae 
° c. ogu 
fumed the ftate, and poffeffed the power of a fovereign. He com- amb Paine 


manded, threatened, inflicted punifhments, gave pafs-ports, without eae. 
either meafure or fear of controul. The {pirits of Cuttub having 

fallen with the lofs of his authority, he abandoned the reins of go- The king 
vernment, and fhut himfelf up in his palace ; being unwilling to tei vorec-, 
expofe to public view that wretched figure, a king deprived of al] ‘“"""" 
influence and power. ‘This feclufion of the monarch brought dif- 

trefs upon his people. The tyranny of the nobles was without Dittrets of the 


sie . : people. 
controul; the additional impofts, on account of the heavy tribute to 


the Mogul, the difadvantages of a government which oppreffed, 
without being able to protect, the fubject, had rendered the people They win for 


: . . a total cou- 
melancholy and difcontented, “ breathing after nothmg but the j,¢x, 


juft, at leat frm and equal government of Aurungzebe tf.” The pjapsurin 


? - , : the Jame 
kingdom of Bijapour had been reduced to the fame wretched {tate \ocned con 


dition. 
* Dow, vol. ili, p. 207, 208, 299. + Bernier’s Hift. of the Mogul Empire, p. 6c. ¢ 
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of dependence in the year 1657, retaining nothing but the name of 
a ftate; its ftrong-holds in the poffeffion of the Moguls; and the 
country, befides the ufual revenue paid to its prince, groaning under 
a tribute of near two millions fterling, no part of which ever re- 
turned. 

In 1667, Adil *, the king of Bijapour, made a feeble effort to 
extricate himfelf from the yoke of the Moguls, and the unfupport- 
able tribute which he paid. Defeated in the field, and befieged in 
his capital by Dil€re Chan the Imperial general, he was on the 
point of furrendering, when the jealoufy which Shaw Allum, the 
eldeft fon of Aurungzebe, entertained againft Dilcre, faved the 
unfortunate Adil, for the time, from deftruction }-. But the peace 
which fucceeded threw him back into his former intolerable condi- 
tion, under which his kingdom languifhed, till it was relieved, 
near twenty years after, by an abfolute conqueft. Aurungzebe, 
more to keep his army in action, than on account of any frefh efforts 
made by the wretched Adil, to render himfelf free, deprived him, in 
the year 1686, of the fhadow of fovereignty which he had left him 
near thirty years before. Golconda fhared the fame fate in 1687. 
Both kings being brought prifoners to the Imperial camp, their 
kingdoms were annexed, as provinces, to the empire. 


* This was the general name of the whole Mahommedan race, who reigned at Bijapour-. 
+ Dow, vol. tii, p. 385, 386. 
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CHAP. Uf. 


A Summary of the Hiftory of the Carnatic and its De- 
pendencies, from 1686 to 1756. 


Ty conqueft of the kingdoms of Byapour and Golconda, to- 

gether with their dependencies, invefted Aurungzebe with the 
fovereignty of the whole peninfula, as far as Cape Comorin; fo that 
his empire had no other boundary, but the ocean, towards the 
fouth. The petty ftates and provinces of the Decan were either 
tributary or fubjeét to one or other of thofe kings, whom he had 
fubdued *; and, by the right of abfolute conqueft, he became the 
heir of the allegiance of their dependents and fubjeéts. There were 
fome Rajahs, in the vaft mountains, which feparate the two coafts, 
who ftill governed their own people}; yet it is doubtful, whether 
they owed their fecurity more to the inaccefliblenefs, than to the 
poverty of their dominions. The princes, who poffeffed the plain 
country, had been greater objets of plunder, and had lefs the 
means of defence. Where they happened to be near the feat of the 
governments eftablifhed by the conqucrors, they were fometimes de- 
prived of all authority in their dominions, which were reduced to 
the form of provinces. Where they lay at a diftance, they were 
permitted to govern their people, upon paying a fettled tribute, 
performing military fervice, and owning themfelves, in all public 


deeds, dependents and fubjects. 


* Harris, vol. it, p. 65c. t Tbid, 
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During the remaining part of the reign of Aurungzebe, the 
Decan enjoyed its proportion of that regular and firm government, 
which the great talents and authority of that prince had eftabhithed, 
in his extenfive dominions. He feems to have patled the greateft 
portion of his time, within the limits or on the frontiers of his new 
conquefts; and, from a jealoufy of the ambition of his fons, to have 
fpent his old age in the field. On the 21ft of February 1707, he 
died at Ahmednagur, in the province of Dowlatabad, after he had 
lived ninety and reigned fifty lunar years. Imitating the Mahom- 
medan kings of Golconda, who, laying claim to the fovereignty of 
all the Decan, had affumed the title of Nizam-ul-Muluch, or 
‘Regulators of the Country,” he dignified his governor-general of 
the fouthern provinces with that pompous name; and his youngeft 
fon Mahommed Cambuckth appears to have enjoyed it at his death. 

The death of Aurungzebe opened a frefh fcene of conteft for the 
throne of the Moguls. His eldeft fon, Mahommed Mauzim, then 
between feventy and eighty years of age, having defeated Azim 
Shaw the fecond fon, who was fixty-feven, aflumed the imperial 
dignity, under the title of Bahader Shaw ¢. Soon after the accef- 
fion of this prince, he marched to the Decan; and defeating his 
youngeft brother, who had acted as Nizam or governor general of 
that country, took him prifoner in Hydrabad, where he died of his 
wounds. 

Upon the death of Bahader Shaw in the year 1712, his eldeft 
fon, Jehandar Shaw, having, by the aid of Zulfukar Chan, overcome 
his brothers, mounted the throne. But, being murdered by the famous 
Seids, within the year, he was fucceeded by his nephew, the fon of 
Azim-ul-Shaw, who aflumed the title of Mahommed Ferochfere. In 
the reign of this prince, Cutulich Chan, better known to Europeans 
by the title of his office, the Nizam, feems to have obtained the Su- 


t Gemelli, p. 220. Dow’s Hiflory of the Decline of the Moguls. 
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balifhip of the Decan, upon the death or removal of Dadod Chan ; 
and this government, or rather foveretgnty, he held for more than 
thirty years. Ferochfere, after a reign of fix years, being confined 
and murdered by the brothers, who had ratfed him to the throne, 
was fucceflively followed by two other unfortunate princes of the 
race of Aurungzebe§. The firft of thefe had fcarcely tafted of 
royalty, before he fell a facrifice to the jealoufy and ambition of the 
faction, who had placed him on the throne; and the fecond may, 
perhaps, be faid to have only efcaped the hands of the affaffin, by 
dying a natural death, a few days after his acceflion 7. 
Mahommed, the fon of Jehan Shaw, grandifon of Bahader Shaw, 
and great-grandfon of Aurungzebe, mounted the throne of Delhi, 
Having cut off the two Seids, who had raifed, 
dethroned, and murdered fo many princes, inftead of endeavouring 
to reftore the vigour, which the empire had loft, he refigned himfelf 
to indolence and the enervating pleafures of the Haram. An unfet- 
tled fucceffion, and the confufions arifing from fo many revolutions, 


Maethe year 1715. 


encouraged the Nabobs of the remote provinces to pay little atten- 
tion to the mandates of a government, which pofieffed neither 


The moft 
powerful, the moft artful, and, perhaps, the moft ambitious of thofe 


fleadinefs nor ftrength to enforce its own commands. 


governors, was the Nizam, who had, for feveral years, commanded 
Being fenfible of the debiltty of the 


empire, he maintaincd a great ftanding army, under pretence of 


all the provinces of the Decan. 


awing the Marattas; but his real defign feems to have been, to 
found an independent kingdom for himfelf, in the fouthern pro- 
vinces, after the example of Haflen Caco Bemini, who mounted a 
throne at Kilburga, in 1347 f. 


§ Raffeih-ul-Dirjat and Raffeth-ul-Dowlat, 
t Dow’s Decline of the Mogul Empire, p. 7. 
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The Nizam, though bent upon royalty, was too prudent to break 
forth into open rebellion, till time and circumftances fhould render 
He, there- 
Having failed in his fchemes of be- 


the power of the declining empire ftill Iefs formidable. 
fore, preferred art to force. 
coming fole minifter to Mahommed, he invited the famous Nadir 
Shaw to Hindoftan. 
which that fierce invader brought upon an empire already haftening 
to its decline, are foreign to the purpofe of the prefent difquifition. 
The artifice of the Nizam fucceeded to the utmoft extent of his de- 
When Nadir Shaw evacuated Hindoftan, the management of 


The misfortunes, diftrefles, and calamities, 


fign. 
affairs fell entirely into his hands. He nominated his creatures to 
Ye continued the Vizir, 


as he was connected with his family by double ties of affinity ; and 


the governments of the various provinces. 


he raifed his own fon, Ghazi-ul-dien Chan, whom he had left in the 
sovernment of the Decan, to the office of captain-general of the 
Imperial armies. Without the name, he poffefled the power of king, 
whilft the indolent Mahommed languifhed under the faded enfigns 
of defpifed royalty *. 

Whilft the Nizam carried every thing before him at Delhi, fome 
revolutions in the Carnatic, which had partly {prung from his own 
intrigues, turned his eyes towards his government, on which that 
province of the empire was immediately dependent. To explain the 
caufes of thofe revolutions, which formed the foundation of the 
power and influence of the Britifh nation in Hindoftan, we muft re- 
cur to faéts, further back in point of time, than fome of thofe al- 
ready related. 

The Nizam or Viccroy of the Decan, being accountable to the 
empire for the whole government of that extenlive country, was in- 


vefted with a power of appointing deputies in the various provinces. 


* Dow’s Decline, pafim. 
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It appears, however, that Aurungzebe had retained, during his reign, 
that prerogative in his own hands, with refpect to the Carnatic. 
The firft Nabob he appointed was Zulfukar Chan, who afterwards 
obtained the high office of Buckfhi, or paymafter-general of the 
forces, under the Empcror Bahader Shaw. Zulfukar was fucceeded 
in the government of the Carnatic by Daood Chan. In the year 
1710, Sadatulla Chan obtained the Nabobfhip, which he held, with 
reputation, till his death in 17327. Having no iffue male, he 
adopted the two fons of his brother; Dooft Ali, who fucceeded him 
in the Nabobfhip; and Bakir Al, whom he had appointed to the 
government of Velore, which had been the capital, when the pro- 
vince was conquered by the kings of Bijapour and Golconda. When 
Dooft Al: acceded to the government, upon the death of his uncle 
Sadatulla, his fon Sipadar Ali was arrived at man’s eftate; and, to 
ftrengthen the ties of blood by thofe of affinity, he gave one of his 
daughters to his nephew, Mortaz Ali, the fon of Bakir Ali; and 
another to Chunder-Saheb, a near but more diftant relation. 

In the Carnatic, as well as in every province of the Mogul empire, 
the conquerors had left, 1n poffeflion of their territorics, feveral Ra- 
jahs and petty chiefs, who, upon paying an annual tribute, and 
owning themfelves fubjects, were permitted, not only to govern 
their people, but even to entertain a ftanding force, to add authority 
and dignity to their government. The moft confiderable of thofe 
dependent chieftains, were the Rajahs, or rather the Naigs *, of 
Tritchinopoly and Tanjore. The chief of the former dying in the 
year 1736, a difpute arofe about the fucceflion; and, to fettle it, 
the Nabob fent an army, under the conduct of his fon Sipadar 
Ali, and his fon-in-law and relation Chunder Saib. The Jatter, 
having feized the capital by a ftratagem, extinguifhed the power of 
the natives; and, having affumed the government in his own per- 


* Ep.ft, de Reb. Japan. & Indic, ab Hayo collect. p. 774-803. 
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Fad 


fon, but in the name of the Nabob, fortified himfelf againft the 
power of ‘a mafter, whofe authority he flill pretended to own +. 
Things remained in a ftate of tranquillity, for three years ; but 
in 1740, new and dangerous enemies appeared upon the frontiers of 
the Carnatic. Thefe were the Marattas, being privately urged agaiuft 
Dooft Ah by the Nizam, whom the troubles of the empire and an 
attention to the prefervation of the power, which he had acquired in 
the management of affairs, had detained, for feveral years, at Delhi. 
Doott Ali, endeavouring to oppofe the enemy in the paffes of ‘Da- 
mal-cherri, was defeated and flain, together with his fon Haffen- 
Ali. The eldeft fon of the Nabob, Sipadar Ali, who had not been 
prefent in the aétion, retired to Vellore; and Chunder Saib, who 
had entertained hopes of the government, fhut himfelf up in Trit- 
chinopoly. ‘The enemy ravaged the country, without controul ; 
till they were bribed to retreat by Sipadar Ali, with the promife of 
one hundred lacks, to be paid at ftated times. As a fecurity for the 
payment of this cnormous fum, it was privately ftipulated, that they: 
fhould be put in poffeffion of the fort and territory of Tritchino- 
poly, which Chunder-Saib then held, as a kind of property f. + 
Six months after their retreat, the Marattas returned to the Car- 
natic, 1 confequence of the private article in the treaty with Sipa- 
Chunder- 
Saib, having fuftained a fiege of three months, was obliged to fur- 
render at difcretion, on the 26th of March 1741. Sipadar Ah, in 
dread of the Nizam, the determined enemy of all] authority pfumed 
without his confent, took up his refidence at Vellore, then pofleiled 
by his coufin Mortaz Ali, as the heir of his father Bakir Ali. The 
Nabob, by affefling Mortaz Ali, with a part of the ranfom due to 


dar Ali, which had ceded to them Tritchinopoly. 


the Marattas, had imprudently alarmed the avarice and rouzed the 


refentment of that profligate man. The confequence was, that on 


t+ Orine, vo'.1. p. 38. t Dow’s Decline of the Moguls, p. 31. 
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the 2d of Oober 1742, the unfortunate Sipadar Ali was affaffi- 


nated, by the procurement of Mortaz Ali, who proclaimed himfelf 
Nabob of the Carnatic. 
was obliged to fly, in a female drefs ; and Mahommed, the fon of 


Buta general mutiny arifing, the murderer 


Sipadar Alt, though fill an infant, was raifed to the government. 

The Nizam, ronfed, at length, by thefe revolutions, quitted Delhi, 
and arrived at Hydrabad, the feat of his government. Marching 
from that city, with a powerful army, he entered the Carnatic, 
feized the perfon of Mahommed, nominated Abdalla Chan, general 
of his forees, Nabob of Arcot, obtaincd pofleffion of the city of 
Tritchinopoly, by means of a fum of money paid to the Marattas ; 
and entirely fettled the affairs of the Carnatic, without drawing the 
{word §. The new Nabob, having left one of his dependents in the 
governinent, accompanied the Nizam to Golconda. Preparing to 
return.in March 1744, he was found dead in his bed. Anwar-ul- 
dien, father to the prefent Nabob, who fucceeded Abdalla in his 
government, has been accufed, by fome malicious writers, of having 
been aeceflary to a death, by which he profited. The afperfion 
{cems to have had its fole foundation in the idle tales of a fufpicious 
vulgar. ‘Thefe tales, however,- have been fince impofed upon the 
world, as matters of faét, by the enemies of the family of Anwar- 
ul-dien; who, either fwayed by intereft, hired by party, or 
warped by paflion, revenge themfelves of the hving, by raking up 
the afhes of the dead. 

Anwar-ul-dien was far advanced in years, when he received the 
government of Arcot, from the hands of the Nizam. To advan- 
tages, feldom found among thofe Mahommedans, who make a 
figure in the courts of the Eaft, he added nobility of birth, and 


expericnce and valour in war. Hus family, lineally fprung from 
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§ Dow and Orme, ubi fupra. 
4 


g Omar, 


ae 
Pa 


53 


C Hare. 
I}. 
(eet tne 
1942. 
Sipadar Ali 
affuflinated,. 


1743. 

7 

Nizam 
marches into 
the Carnatic,. 


Appoints 
Abdalla to 
the Nabob- 
fhip. 


Auguft. 


17 44- 
Who dies,and 
is fucceeded 
by Anwar-ul- 
dien. 


Some account 
of the family 
and hfe cf the 
new Nacood. 


54 

C HeA P. 
IIT. 

——— 


The Nizam 
confers on 
him the 
guardianthip 
of the fon of 
Sipadar Ali, 


whom he 
treats with 
kineénefs, and 
maintains 
with magni- 
ficence. 


1744 
Arnwar-ul- 
dieninvefied 
with all lepal 
authorities as 


Nabob. 


HISTORY AND MANAGEMENT OF 


Omar t, the firft Caliph, had fignalized themfelves in the fer- 
vice of the princes of the Mogul race, before they defcend- 
ed from the mountains of Afganiftan into the plains of 
India. His father, having diftinguifhed himfelf, by his erudition 
and piety, acquired the favour and experienced the munificence of 
the Emperor Aurungzebe-; who gave him a confiderable eftate, 
and conferred upon him the office of Duan of the province of 
Patna. He himfelf had paffed, in the courfe of a long life, through 
various important trufts and public employments. He had fuccef- 
fively held the governments of Kurra-Jehanabad, Cambay, and 
Putlad; and he had been Nabob of the provinces of Yalore and 
Raja~Mundrum, for many years *. 

The Nizam was fo far from fufpe@ing Anwar-ul-dien of having 
becn inftrumental in the death of his predeceflor, that he committed 
to his guardianfhip and care, Mahommed the young fon of Sipadar 
Ali, the late Nabob, That youth, as the defcendant of Sadatulla, 
was fo much beloved in the provinces, which his family had fo long 
governed, that the Nizam had probably defigned to appoint him to the 
Nabobfhip after the death of Anwar-ul-dien, then in the decline of 
life. The Nabob arriving in his government, in the month of April 
1744, placed Mahommed .in the palace of Arcot, where he was 
treated with kindnefs, and maintained with fplendor. He had fearce 
remained two months in that happy fituation, when a band of dif- 
charged Patans, cither by the procurement of Mortaz Ali, who had 
murdered his father, or rather exafperated by affronts, received from 
Mahommed’s attendants, puta period to his hfe, by affaflinating 
him in the hall of public audience. The Nizam, foon after the death 
of Mahommied, invefted Anwar-ul-dien with all the legal authori- 
ties of government, by fending him a full and regular commiffion 
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for the Nabobfhip of Arcot +, under the fanétion of the Court of 
Delhi §. 

Having explained the general ftate of the Carnatic, and enume- 
rated its general revolutions, it may not be improper to deduce, from 
former times, fome facts relative to the dependent provinces, fitu- 
ated within its bounds. The country of Tritchinopoly with its ca- 
pital, end Madura, as depending upon it, with its territory, though 
formerly tributary to the Mahommedans, had not fallen entirely into 
their hands, till the year 1736, as has been already related. The 
next, in fituation and extent, 1s the province of Tanjore, which has 
been, of late, as much the fource of altercation among party-writers» 
as it has been an object of conteft between parties. A brief flate of 
the hiftory of that country will throw light on a fubject, which, 
though it has been much difcuffed, 1s hitherto little known, 

The province of Tanjore forms the figure of a triangle, one fide 
of which ftretches itfelf for feventy miles, along the weftern fhore 
of the bay of Bengal. The river Coleroon, the name given to the 
largeft branch of the Cavery, delineates the northern boundaries ; and 
its limits are terminated on the fouth, partly by the fea, beyond 
Cape Negapatam, and partly by the country of the two Marawars. 
Near the weftern angle, within twenty miles of Tritchinopoly, is 
fituated the capital, bearing the name of the country ; which, like 
many other places of ftrength in India, was originally no more 
than a fortified Pagoda. The river Cavery, rifing in the mountains 
of Malabar, and after a courfe of four hundred miles, pafling near 
Tritchinopoly, is divided by art, and not by nature, into numerous 
branches, and having watered the country, falls, ‘by many mouths, 
into the bay of Bengal. This cireumftance, which gives fertility to 
Tanjore, muft have always rendered 1t dependent on its neighbours; 
as the artificial bank, near Coiladdy, which diverts the Cavery from 
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its natural courfe, into other channels, lies beyond the limits of the 
province. | 

The province of Tanjore formed anciently a part of the exten- 
five kingdom of Bigenagur, a name impofed upon the Carnatic, in 
the fourteenth century of our wzra*. An interior ofhcer, by the 
title of Naig, governed the country. When the power of the 
kingdom of Bigenagur was entirely broken, and its capital taken,, 
towards the end of the fixtcenth century T, by the united force of 
the Mahommedan princes of the Decan, the Naig of Tanjore, to- 
eether with thofe of Madura, Tritchinopoly, and Gingec, revolted 
from their ancient lord t. But in the year 1597, we find the pro- 
vinces of Bigenagur united again under one monarch §; fo that the 
revolted Naigs inuft either have been entircly reduced, or, at Icaft, 
have become tributary to their former mafter. . 

In this ftate Tanjore feems to have remained, till the entire reduc- 
tion of the Carnatic, by the Mahommedan kings of Bijapour and 
Golconda, in the year 1650 |}. Adil Shaw, crofling the mountains 
with his army, feized Vellore, and then Kande-gheri, the capital, 
together with the ftrong fortrefs of Gingee. Purfuing his conquetfts, 
he took all the places of ftrength, between Gingee and the Cole- 
roon, and, pafling that river, feized Tanjore, reducing the whole 
country, from Porto Novo to Cape Negapatam 4. 

Notwithftanding this conqueft, the Naigs feem to have been in- 
dulged, as feudatories, with the poffcflion of their former govern- 
ments; which, by the fame tenure, they tranfmitted to their pofte- 
rity. When Aurungzcbe conquered the kingdoms of Byapour and 
Golconda, in the years 1686 and 1687, the allegiance of their de- 
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pendents, and, among others, that of the Naig of Tanjore, was 
or ought to have been transferred to the empire of the Moguls. 

Some time after the reduction of the kingdom of Biyapour, one 
Ecko-ji, and other Marattas, fervants to the dethroncd king, fled, 
with a few troops, from the perfecution of the Moguls, and cfta- 
blifhed themfclves at Gingee, in the Carnatic. Some diflerences 
fubfifting, at that time between Wagira, the Naig of Tanjore, and 
Trimul, Naig of Madura and Tritchinopoly, the former applied to 
Ecko-ji for affiftance. But the treacherous Maratta ferzed the go- 
vernment, which he had been called to defend. The unfertunate 
Wagira was forced to fly and to take refuge in Seringpatnam, the 
capital of Myfore *. ‘This revolution, in the government of Tan- 
jore, happened about the year 1696+. 

Ecko-ji, not content with his acquifition of Tanjore, began to 
‘extend his territories, and to give affiftance to rebels, againft the 
Empire {, though he owned himfelf its fubje&t. His death, which 
happened about the year 1702, transferred the vengeance, prepar- 
ing for him by the Moguls, to his fon and fucceflor, Shaw-ji or 
Sahu-ji. Aurungzebe, refolving to bring the Carnatic to an entire 
fubjection to his government, ordered his younge‘t fon Mahommed 
Cambuckth, Affad Chan, who became Vizir in the next reign, and 
Zulfukar Chan, whom he appointed Nabob of the Carnatic, to 
march into that province, to appeafe tumults, to expel the Marat- 
tas, and to eftablifh regular government in the country. The Mo- 
guls, having taken Gingee, Velore, and all other. places of ftrength 
to the north of the Coleroon, Zulfukar Chan, with a part of the 
army, carried the war into Tanjore. Shaw-ji, with his capital, fell 


* Wagira had a fon Chimgul Muldafs, whofe on the fpot, and now in the hands of the Au- 
fon, the grandfon of Wagira, the expelled thor of this Difquifition. 
Naig, is ftill living in, or near, Seringapatnam. t Culnamma of Zulfukar Cawn, Nabob's 
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into the hands of Zulfukar. Buta fortunate incident reftored him 
not only to his liberty, but to his government *. 

The death of Aurtungzebe, which happened at Ahmednagur, on 
the 7th of February 1707, involved the Empire in a civil war. 
Two of his fons Mahommed Mauzim, who afterwards aflumed the 
title of Bahadar Shaw, and Mahommed Azem, difputing for the 


7ulfukar 


Chan, Nabob of the Carnatic, favoured the claim of Mauzim, who 


fucceflion, took the field with two powerful armies. 


raifed him to the ofhce of Buckfhi, or paymafter-general of thie 
forces, when he acquired pofleffion of the throne T. The Nabob, 
willing to join the arms of his patron, refolved to releafe Shaw-yi, 
and to replace him in his government, upon paying large prefents to 
himfelf, as well as confiderable fums to the State. 

The oftenfible conditions, on which Shaw-ji was reftored, are 
Jil 
agreed to pay, according to the cuftom of India, the expences of 


contained in a paper, already in the hands of the Public f. 


the war, and an annual tribute of thirty lacks of rupees §; twenty 
lacks to be paid down at the figning of the agreement, together 
with jewels and elephants. He was, at the fame time, obliged to 
deliver up all the forts and diftri€ts, which he had taken from his 
neighbours. In confideration of the fubmiffion, tribute, and pre- 
fents of Shaw-ji, he was, for the firft time, dignified with the 
title of Rajah; an honour conferred upon him, by the Emperor. 
He received, befides, a legal confirmation of the Zemindary of 


Tanjore |], which he had wrefted, by treachery, from the former Naig. 
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Jn all the countries and provinces of India, it 


is a fixed cuftom, among the great Rajahs, to 
put the title of Rajah on their cheps; but nei- 
ther Ecko-ji_ nor the other Maratta Naigs of 
Tanjore ever put that title on their chops. In 
the country of ‘Tanjore, and even in the Naig’s 
own family, from Ecko-i1 to Tuljagee, who has 
been lately reflored, their own people called 
them only Duans, or collectors of the revenue. 


Though 
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Though Shaw-ji, the eldeft fon of Ecko-ji, enjoyed the enfigns 
of government, he poffeffed not the whole territorics of Tanjore. 
Thefe were divided between him and his brothers Shurfa-ji and 
Tucko-ji, Shaw-ji held the capital and its diftri&t; Shurfa-ji pof- 
felled Madeopatnam; and Tucko-ji, Punda Nellore. Upon the 
death of Shaw-ji, without iffue, his brother Shurfa-ji obtained the 
title of Naig, and the dominion of Tanjore ; but his brother Tucko-ji, 
by his intrigues, kindled the flames of a civil war. Both the bro- 
thers died foon after; Shurfa-jt, without lawful iffue ; but Tucko-ji 
left a fon, Baba-Saib, who fucceeded to the government of Tanjore. 
Baba-Saib did not long furvive his acceflion to that dignity, and, 
having left no iflue, and the fon of his brother Nana, being ftill an 
infant, his widow was dignified with the titles of government, 
whilft Seid, the commander of the fort, poffefled the whole power. 
But fhe was foon divefted of even the appearance of authority, and 
thrown into prifon. Setd raifed a real or pretended fon of Shurfa-j1, 
to the office of Naig ; but that wretched figure foon fell a facrifice 
to the rage or convenience of his maker. Sahu jee, the fon of 
Tucko-ji, was then placed in the government; but either his own 
incapacity, or the jealoufy of Seid, deprived him of his authority. 
Seid fent for Pretaupa-Sing, natural fon of Tucko jf, who lived in 
a diftrefled condition at Madeopatnam, and placed him in the 
government, in the year 1741. One of the firft a&ts of authority 
executed by Pretaupa-Sing, was the affaffination of the man to 
whom he owed his elevation *. 

The internal troubles, arifing from thefe difputed fucceffions, did 
not prevent the perfons, who happened to be in poffeffion of the 
government, from paying regularly the tribute to the Nabob of Ar- 
cot, or from executing their duty, as feudatories of the empire. 


During the Nabobfhip of Daood Chan, and the long government of 
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Sadatulla, they conducted themfelves, in every refpecét, as dutiful 
fubjects +. In the Subahdarry of Dooft-Ali, the Tanjorines exhi- 
bited a fpirit of refractorinefs and difobedience. He, therefore, 
ordered his fon, Sipadar-Ali, to proceed, with a large force, againft 
them. Having firft broke down the mound near Coiladdy, which 
turns the waters of the Cavery, from their natural courfe, into the 
province of ‘Fanjore, he marched into that country, feized the capi- 
tal, imprifoned the Naig, placed the government in the hands of his 
own preceptor, Meer Affud, and garrifoned the place with a force; 
under the command of Sheik Lutfulla. But that officer, terrified 
by the defeat and death of the Nabob, Dooft-Ah, which happened 
on the 20th of May 1740, reftored Tanjore to its former matfters. 
When the Nizam came to fettle the affairs of the Carnatic, in 1743, 
he fent a detachment of his numerous army, under Abdulla, whom 
he had made Nabob of Arcot, to take Tanjore; but Pretaupa-Sing 
bought his peace with a fum of money, upon agreeing to increafe 
his annual tribute to fifty lacks of rupecs {. 

The preceding chain of facts has, it is hoped, rendered more clear 
a fubje&t hitherto very imperfe@tly underftood. It appears, that the 
Mahommedans acquired that moft indifputable of all mghts, the 
right of conqueft, in a regular and folemn war, to the Carnatic and 
its dependencies. That the province of Tanjore had always been 
confidered a divifion of the Carnatic, and an appendage or rather 
a part of its fovercignty. That the Naigs of that country had been 
originally the fubjeéts of the kings of the Carnatic of the Indian 
race. That their allegiance had been transferred, by a particular as 
well as a general conqueft, to the kings of Golconda and Biyapour. 
That the Moguls, as the conquerors of thofe princes, acquired an 
undoubted general title to all their claims of dominion, over their 
dependents. ‘That, in enforcing that title, they had acquired the ftill 
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more inconteftible right of particular conqueft to the territory of Tan- 
jore. That the prefent race of Rajahs obtained, by treachery, and not 
by war, poffeflion of that country, feveral years after the Moguls had 
acquired a right of conqueft to the Carnatic and its dependencies. 
That the feizure of Tanjore by Ecko-ji was confidered, as it actually 
was, an invafion of the rights of the Moguls. That the emperor, 
in afferting thofe rights, ftript the fon of Ecko-jt of his govern- 
ment. That his receiving back that government, upon the condi- 
tions on which it was received, was eftablifhing a conftitution and 
tenure, rendering him, his pofterity and fucceflors, vaffals of the 
empire. That, by breaking the conditions upon which that con- 
flitution and that tenure were founded, fubfequent Rajahs had been 
fubjected to punifhments, to fines and even to deprivation. That 
they owed the continuance of their authority and government to 
favourable accidents, and neither to any acquiefcence in their rights, 
or opinion of their power. 
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It has, upon the whole, appeared, that the Rajahs of Tanjore of onthe empire 


the race of Ecko-ji were, in the ftricteft fenfe of the word, feuda- 
tories, lable to lofe their territories to their fovereign, upon any 
breach of their duty, as fubjects. It has been fhewn, that the em- 
peror of the Moguls was their undoubted fovereign, who governed 
them through the medium of his deputy, the Nabob of the Carna- 
tic. It has been proved, that the emperor poffeffed various and ir- 
refragable titles to their allegiance. That he had been lord para- 
mount of their territories, before they wrefted them, by injuftice 
and treachery, from the hereditary Naig. That he had acquired a 
frefh right to their duty, as fubjects, in a regular war, which ter- 
minated in conqueft. That they themfelves had placed that right 
beyond the power of cavil, in written teftimonies of their “ humi- 
liation, fubmiffion, penitence, and dejection.” That, whilft they 
acknowledged the condition of fubje€ts, they had performed their 
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duty as fuch, without murmuring, for more than thirty years. 
That, when they deviated from their obedience, they were deprived 
That 
they were fo far from afluming the ftate and independence of fove- 


of their lands, and even fubjeéted to corporal punifhment. 


reignty, that they folicited and obtained, from the emperor, the 
title of Rajah for their family ; ane chat, by this act, they not only 
acknowledged their dependence on the empire, but likewife, that, 
neither by birth nor acquifition, they had any right to that dignity. 

Such was the real ftlate of Tanjore in the year 1744 though fome 
late writers, blinded by zeal, mifled by faétion, or fwayed by in- 
tereft, have ere€ted that province into a kingdom, and encircled the 
brows of its Naig with a crown. The truth is, that there was no 
acknowledged, no effective, no independent, no fovereign power in 
the Carnatic, at that time, except the Mogul, who had delegated 
his authority, in a regular and legal manner, to the Nizam. That 
viceroy, according to the conftitution of the empire, had invefted 
Anwar-ul-dien, in the fame regular and legal manner, with the go- 
vernment of the province. All perfons of every nation, and of 
every degree, who held lands or purfued trade in that province, 
were therefore fubje&t to his authority, according to the tenures, 
by which they held their poffeffion, or the privileges, by which 
they carried on their commerce. Being invefted with all the autho- 
rity of the crown, the Nabob had a right to enforce the performance 
of all the duties which fubje€ts owe to the fovereign power; and, 
in the execution of that high privilege, he naturally involved the 
prerogative of making peace and war. Every hofltility, committed 


without his confent, muft, therefore, have been an aét of rebellion. 


The fervants of the Eaft-India Company had not yet extended 
their ambition to the renown attainable by feats of arms. Confined 
within the circle of a few miles of a fandy beach round Madras, the 
prefidency neither created jealoufy, nor commanded refpea&t. Though 


7 they 


THE EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 


they had been indulged with the privilege of fortifying themfelves, 
they had neglected that firft of all duties, felf-defence. They had 
works, but fuch as feemed rather built by chance, than defign. 
They had baftions, but they were placed contrary to all rule; and 
the curtain was no better than a long, unflanked garden-wall *. IIl- 
provided with implements of war, yet deftitute of fkill and even 
courage to ufe the few they pofleffed, they naturally trufted their 
protection to the Moguls, under whofe government they had lived 
fo long in fecurity. They, therefore, congratulated, with fincerity, 
Anwar-ul-dien, on his arrival in his government. They praifed 
his valour, celebrated his wifdom, and hoped every thing from his 
juftice ; and they thought themfelves favoured by Almighty God, 
by his fending them fo good and juft a governor +. 

The intriguing abilities of M. Dupleix, who governed for the 
French Eaft-India Company at Pondicherry, had already begun to 
plan or to forefee the difturbances, which foon after followed, on the 
coaftof Coromandel. The circumicribed circle of commerce was too 
narrow for his talents, too confined for his ambition. Perceiving 
the declining ftate of the empire of the Moguls, he withed and 
hoped for a fhare of its fpoils. With a felf-fuficiency, which is 
too often blended with good parts, he forefaw no difhculties which 
he thought he could not furmount. Converfant in the chara@ter of 
the Indians, he had imbibed their fpirit for management and 1n- 
trigue; and, by combining the informations he had received from 
various quarters, he hoped to obtain a principal influence in the 
affairs of Hindoftan. A defire to gratify his cxceflive vanity had 
tinétured his mind with avarice; and the vehement demands of lis 
ambition had unfettered his mind, from thofe ties of fincerity and 
honour, which bind more moderate men. But the paflions, as well 


as the talents of M. Duplcix, lay hitherto concealed within the walls 
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of Pondicherry ; where he brooded over his mighty fchemes of con- 
queft, with fcarce three hundred men to defend the place. 

War had been declared between Great Britain and France in 
17443 but its operations were not extended to India, till the enfu- 
ing year. Some actions, which happened at fea, like moft ren- 
counters on that clement, were attended by no decilive confequence ; 
and nothing was attempted by land, between the two nations, till 
September 1746. On the third of that month *, a body of French 
troops, under M. de Ja Bourdonnats, landed near Madras ; and, on 
the tenth, the town furrendered, without killing a man to the enec- 
my, and without lofing but five lives, and that by accident, within 
the walls. ©The Nabob, who, as difpofer of peace and war in his 
own government, had forbidden hoftilities by land, was fo much 
offended at the capture of Madras, that he befieged the place. The 
French, by a fpirited effort, defeating his army at St. Thome, drove 
them from the field; and, thus, gained the firft decifive advantage 
obtained by Europeans, againft the troops of the Mogul empire, 
in the fpace of one hundred years +f. 

The Nabob, irritated at the defeat of his army, refolved to recover 
the laurels, which his troops liad loft. The French, encouraged by 
their victory, determined to purfue their advantage, by attacking the 
Britifh fettlement of Fort St. David. Two bodies of the Mogul forces 
took the field, under the Nabob’s two fons. Thefe were Maphcus 
Chan, and Mahommed Ali; the latter deflined by the Nizam and 
the court of Delhi, to fucceed his father in the government of the 
Carnatic. The firft, fetting upon a body of French, defeated them 
near Sadrast{. The latter, with a ftill more fortunate effort, fur- 
prifcd and routed their army on its march to befiege Fort St. David. 
Their baggage, with fome trophies of war, fell into the hands of 
the victor; and their whole force retreated, with difgrace and lofs, 


© Univerfal Hitt. vol. x. p. 176. + Orme, vol. i. p. 76. t Ibid. p. 79, 80. 
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to Pondicherry *. Another attempt on the fettlement of Cuddalore, 
was difappointed, by the determined adherence of the Nabob to 
the Company's caufe +. To form a diverfion for the troops of the 
Carnatic, the French carried fire and {word, from Madras, into the 
defencelefs villages around. But, in this expedition, they loft ho- 
nour, and gained nothing but plunder. The Nabob’s troops ftill 
remained at Fort St. David; andthe mind of that prince ‘‘ was more 
exafperated than before,” againft the French caufe {. 
Notwithftanding thefe obvious, great, and decifive fervices render- 
ed, by the Nabob, to the Company, his conduét has been much 
mifreprefented by the prejudices of individuals and the malice of 
party. Some profligate writers, either inflamed by palfion them- 
felves, or hired by others to inflame and deceive the public, have 
not fcrupled to affirm, that Anwar-ul-dien was throughout INIMI- 
CAL § tothe Britifh nation. They fay, that “ he prohibited the 
Britith fleet from a@ling in the Carnatic :”"—He was the governor 
of that province, and the guardian of its peace. ‘* He permitted 
the French to take Madras :’—Yet he fent a meflenger to M. Du- 
pleix ‘ expreffing his great furprife at the prefumption of the French 
in attacking Madras, and threatening to fend his army thither, if 
the ficze was not immediately raifed ||.”—Finding that the town had 
been unexpectedly and even fhamefully furrendered, he refolved to 
rctake it by force; and, being difappointed, he gave that cffectual 
affiftance, which, by faving Fort St. David, preferved the very ex- 
iftence of the Company on the coaft.—The fame writers af- 
firm, that the Nabob declined ‘* to afli{t the Enghih, i the de- 
fence of Fort St. David, till they had flipulated to pay the ex- 


* Orme, vel. i. p. 83.— Cniverfal Hil. to nave been purloined from thofe refpectahle 
vol. x. bodies of men, the American Committees of 

4- Ibid. p. Sy. Safety. 

1 Ibid. | Orme, vol. i. p. 68. 
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pences of his army:’—Yct the authority, which they cite for this 
affertion, fays, ** the Nabob readily engaged to fend his army to 
Fort St. David, on condition that the Englifh would furnith a 
part of the expence* :??—-And why not? was not the war their 
own? 

The managers of the Company’s affairs at homé, having neglect- 
ed to fend any affiftance whatfoever to their fervants abroad -, their 
affairs wore a very gloomy afpect, on the coaft of Coromandel, in 
the beginning of the year 1747. The king’s fquadron, which had 
performed no fervice of importance, in the preceding year, had 
quitted the coaft on the 23d of Auguft 1746; and there was no 
appearance of its return. The French, to feparate the Nabob from 
the Britith intereft, had carried a deftru€tive war into the defence- 
lefs parts of his dominions; while, at the fame time, they endea- 
voured, by management, mifreprefentation, intimidation, and pre- 
fents, to gain his neutrality. The tranquillity of his government 
was the great object of Anwar-ul-dien. Though the affuirs of the 
Britifh Company were not entirely defperate, there was no proba- 
bility, without affiftance from Europe, of reftoring them to their 
former profperity. He, therefore, liftened to the propofals of the 
French; and, having received near 20,000]. as an indemnification 
for loffes fuftained, he concluded a treaty of peace, in which it was 
“ exprefsly ftipulated, that the French fhould give no further mo- 
leftation to the Britith at Fort St. David {.” The French, faithlefs 
to their flipulation, prepared to attack that fort, in the beginning of 
March 17474; but they retreated, upon the appearance of the 
Britifh fquadron, which, being reinforced from Europe, had re- 
turncd from Bengal |]. 


> Orme, vol. i, Pp. 79. § Ibid. p. 20. 
+ Ibid. p. 85. | Orme, vol. i. ps 87. 
t Rous’s Appendix, No. J. p. ¥3. 
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The Nabob, highly incenfed at the flagrant breach of a treaty fo 
lately concluded, had already begun to make prepatations for chaf- 
tifing the French *. His fon Mahommed Ali, the prefent Nabob 
of the Carnatic, expreffed that attachment, which he has uniformly 
exhibited, ever fince, to the Britifh caufe. We adirnied, that it 
was the delay of the return of the fquadron, that induced his father 
He was incenfed at the breach 
of it; and declared, that, ‘* as the French had tranferefied his or- 
ders, and proceeded againft Fort St. David, he would chaftife them, 
and fend a force to affilt the Britifh, 1f they required it-f.” The 
prefidency of Fort St. David were fo fenfible of the fincerity of Ma- 


to conclude the treaty of neutrality. 


hommed Ali, fo grateful for his offered afliftance, that, in the perfon 
of their prefident, they returned thanks, in words expreflive of 
their thorough perfuafion of his good intentions to ferve the Britith 
nation {. 

During the remaining part of 1747, the war between the two 
Companies remained fufpended on the coaft of Coromandel. The 
{quadron, under Commodore Griffin, being fuperior to that of the 
French, and the force at Pondicherry too weak to encounter the 
united power of the Nabob and the Company, both fides remained 
quiet, expeCting fuccours from Europe. The fuccours, however, 
did not arrive; and more than one half of the year 1748 pafled in 
the fame ftate of fufpended hoftilities. But on the 29th of July §, 
admiral Bofcawen arrived from England, with a reinforcement of 
jand-forces, and with a fquadron of fhips of war; which, when 
joined to thofe already on the coaft, formed the greateft marine 
force, that had ever been feen in the Eaft Indies. The admiral, pof- 
{effing a decided fuperiority, immediately began to act offenfively, 
and laid fiege to Pondicherry. The negligence of the Company's 


t Rous’s App. ubi fupra. 
§ Univerfal Hilt. vol. x. 
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agents in gaining the neceflary intelligence, the ignorance of the 
engineers, and, perhaps, of the admiral in military operations by 
Jand, with various untoward accidents, defeated the fuccels expected 
from fo great an armament. The fiege was raifed oa the 30th of 
The Britifh retired to Fort St. David; and the lrench 
magnified the difappointment of their enemies, into a victory ob- 
tained by themfelves +. The treaty of Atx la Chapelle had put an 


end to hoftilitics 1n Europe, in the month of April; and intelli- 


September *. 


cence of that event arrived in India in November, which terminated. 
the war between the two nations. 

Admiral Bofcawen remained on the coafl, for feveral months, 
after news of the definitive treaty arrived. In February 1749, 
Shaw-jt, or Sahu-ji, the Jawful fon of Tucko-ji, and grand-. 
fon of Ecko-ji, who had been expelled from the government of 
Tanjore by his illegitimate brother, the noted Pretaupa-Sing {, made. 
application to Bofcawen, as general of his Majefty’s forces in India, 
to reftore him to his right. He had alfo made a fimilar application 
to the Company’s prefident at Fort St. David §. The offenfidle terms 
he offered, was the fort and territory of Devi-Cotah, and the ex- 
pences of the war, fliould it be attended with fuccefs. An expe- 
dition was undertaken, but the firft operations were directed againft 
Devi-Cotali ;. the objec of the war being more the poffeffion of that 
place, than the reftoration of Shaw-jt. A firft attempt, in May. 
1749, failed; another fucceeded in the month of June. Pretaupa- 
Sing, trufling to negociation more than tothe fword, foon detached: 
the Company’s fervants from the caufe of the wretched Shaw-}1. 
Ye ceded to the Company Devi-Cotah, with a territory of the an- 
nual value of gooo pagodas. He promui/ed to reimburfe the expence 
of the war. The Prefidency, to fave appearances, had requefted a 


* Univerfal Hitt. vol. x. 
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penfion of about 4col. a year, for “ the right and lawful king” of © 


Tanjore *. This they thought a handfome annual allowance for 


their ROYAL ALLY fT. But they feem afterwards to have loft fight 
of even this wretched pittance, in the attention to their own inte- 
reft, and—that of the Company {. This was the firft fample of 
the Company's wars in India. They began hoftilities under a pre- 
tence of doing juftice to another; but they put an end to them, when 
His dethroned 
Pretaupa-Sing had 
infifted ftrongly on his being delivered into his hands §. But when 
the Prefidency hefitated on this point, the honour of Admiral Bof- 


cawen interpofed; and infifted on their refufing the sodef? de- 


they obtained the object deftined for themfelves. 
Majesty, however, had a very lucky efcape. 


mand of the reigning ding of Tanjore. But neither 


of Admiral Bofcawen, nor any regard for their own, could induce 


the Board to reject, with fpirit, the infolent demands of Pretaupa. 


the honour 


Sing. 


On the contrary, they gratified his refentment and pacified 


his fears, with a breach of public faith, fcarce paralleled by any 


inftance in hiftory. 
‘“ fhould prevent the Pretender,” 


* Rous’s Avpendix, No. V. p. 28. 

T TOIs. pe 3 0 

t Ibid. p. 33. Where Shaw-ji is not men- 
tioned, at all, in the artic'es agreed upon, be~- 
tween Major Lawrence and Pretaupa-Sing. 

§ Rous’s Appendix, No. I. p. 32—33. 

Extra& of Fort St. David Confultatioas, 
30th June, 1749. 

The Prefident having received a letter from 
Major Lawrence at Devi-Cotah, in anfwer to 
the propofals fent him the 28th inftant, tomake 
to the ambafizdors toward: forwarding a peace, 

“which were rejected by thems; that they were 
highly incenfed at the article of allowing a 
maintenat.ce for the fupport of Sahajee Rajah, 
and infifled frongly npon his being delivered up 
so them ; but chat after a long conference they 


It was ftipulated by a fecrct article, that “ they: 
the very perfon, whom they had. 


had offered the following propofals, which Na- 
jor Lawrence writes the Prefdent he be icves to 
be the beft terms they can be brought to: 


To pay one lack of rupees on account of the 


expences of the expedition. 
To give a grant of the fort of Devi-Cotah to 


the Company for ever, with lands about it to. 


the yearly value of gooo pagodas. 

Upon the receipt of the above letter, he Jaid 
the fame before General Bofcawen and Mr. 
Prinee; and Major Lawrence writes that ic is 
his opinion no better terms could be obtained, 
and thofe made being very advantageous to the 
Honourable Company, it was agreed upon by 
them to accept the fame, and a Jetter was wrote 
to that purpofe to Major Lawrence Jaft night, 
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calfed in a folemn treaty * the right and lawful king” of Tanjore, 
‘“‘ from giving any further moleftation to Pretaupa Sing ; to enfure 
‘‘ which, it was neceflary to fecure his perfon.” The wretched 
Shaw-ji having found means to efcape, from the hands of his faith- 
lefs allies, they feized his uncle and, by a ftrange perverfion of juf- 
tice, detained him a prifoner at Fort St. David, for nine years, till 
he was releafcd by the French, when they took the place, in 1758 {. 

Though courage was none of the virtues poffeffed by Pretaupa- 
Sing ||, the terms he granted were not the effects of his fears from 
the Britifh arms. A ftorm, which threatened more ferious conf{e- 
quences, than the efforts for the pretended reftoration of Shaw-ji, 
had been advancing, for fome time, and had partly fallen already 
in the neighbourhood of Tanjore. Mahommed, empcror of the 
Moguls, having languifhed upon his throne, ever fince the villainy 
of his fervants and the violence of Nadir Shaw broke the power of 
the Empire, had died in the year 1747. His death was foon after 
followed by that of the Nizam, who had arrived, notwithftanding 
the anxieties and inquietudes arifing from a life of intrigue, iniquity 
and ambition, to the amazing age of one hundred and four years. 
The reverence imprefled by great age and long continuance of power 
had effectually eftablifhed his authority ; and, as he had, in a man- 
ner, outlived the memory of half his crimes, he was much refpected 
throughout an empire, which his villainy had ruined *. 

The Nizam left five fons, fome of whom inherited his talents, 
but all his crimes. When he moved the whole machine of govern- 
ment at Delhi, after the departure of Nadir Shaw, he obtained the 
ofhice of Captain-general of the Imperial troops, for his eldeft fon, 
Ghazi-ul-dicn, who had remained at the capital, diflurbing, by in- 
trigue and faction, the government of the prince, whofe commiffion 


1 Orme, vol, it. p. 318. || Orme, vol, i, * Dow's Decline cf the Empire, p. 47. 
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he bore. Nazir Jung, the fecond fon, had accompanied his father to 
the Decan, and had borne a part of the weight of his government. 
The other three fons paffed their time, in their father’s court 
or camp, in that unimportant obfcurity, which ever attends princes, 
who are not employed in public affairs. The abfence of the eldcft 
fon at Delhi had encouraged Nazir Jung to expec the government of 
the Decan, after his father’s demife; but the inclinations of the 
Nizam, for he had no conflitutronal power to difpofe of the fuccef- 
fion, feem to have leaned to his grandfon, Muziffer Jung, the fon of 
Nazir}. The latter, poflefling himfelf of the Nizam’s treafure, 
feized, with facility, his government; whilft the former, who had 
magnified his grandfather’s affection into an aétual difpofal of the 
Decan by will in his own favour, retired to the countries weft of 
Golconda, where he kept the field with a confiderable army f. 
Chunder-Saib, who had been taken by the Marattas in ‘Tritchino- 
poly, in March 1741, had remained, for fix years, prifoner at Sat- 
tara. Having, at length, obtained his enlargement, by the promife 
of a confiderable ranfom, for the payment of which M. Dupleix 
had pledged his word |}, he colleéted an army, and joined himfelf to 
the fortunes of Muziffer Jung. In concert with the conncils of the 
French, the united force of the two adventurers, confifting of 
forty thoufand men, moved towards the confines of the Carnatic, 
where they were joined by four hundred Europeans, and two thou- 
fand difciplined fepoys, at the tnftance of M. Dupleix. Anwar- 
ul-dien, Nabob of the Carnatic, receiving intelligence of the inva- 
fion, had encamped with twenty thoufand men under the fort of 


Amour, about fifty miles weft of Arcot. On the 23d of ys 749 =, 


t+ Dow’s Decline of the Empire, p. 52. of India, we chufe to follow the authority of 
Orme fays, that Muzifier, to whom he gives Mr. Dow. 
the name of Marzafa, was the Nizum’s prand- 1 Orme, vol, i. p. 175. 


} Ibid. p. 220. 
} d : at 
fon by a daughter. But, on the internal fate * Ibid. p. 129. 
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C > P. he was attacked in his camp, firft by the French, then by the troops 
SNe of Chunder-Saib; and, after exhibiting proofs of fpirit and per- 
and killthe fonal valour, he loft his life and the field to the enemy. His eldeft 
et. fon, Mapheus Chan, was taken prifoner; but his fecond fon, Ma- 
i hommed Ali, the prefent Nabob, found means to efcape to Tritchino- 

poly, where the treafure of his father lay §. The victors took pol- 
{effion of Arcot, where Muziffer afflumed the ftate as well as the title 
of Nizam. Proceeding from thence to Pondicherry, he appointed, 
at that place, his friend, Chunder-Saib, Nabob of the Carnatic f. 
eee While the French, led by the f{pirited counfels of M. Dupletx, 
the Preis were eftablifhing their influence in the Carnatic, by accomplifhing a 
ore revolution in its government, the fervants of the Englith Company 
were negligent and idle {pectators of a fcene, which involved their 
interefts, if not their very exiftence, on the coaft of Coromandel. 
In vain did Mahommed Ali folicit thetr aid to overturn the fabric 
which their rivals had erected, and to reftore the authority of his fa- 
mily t. Either excefs of caution or fear had reftrained thofe vigor- 

Their un- us refolutions, which their ftate required]. They only fent a hun- 

ee dred and twenty Europeans || to the afliftance of Mahommed Ali; 
and though Admiral Bofcawen, perceiving the dangerous crifis of 
affairs, had declared, that, upon a proper requifition from the Pre- 
fidency, he would remain on the coaft, they fuffered the fleet and 
troops to return to Europe, on the 21ft of O€tober 1749 *. 

a. Chunder Saib, having acquired the title of Nabob of the Car- 
‘Lanjore. natic, began to exert the authority annexed to the ofhce. The re- 

fources of Muziffer jung, as well as his own, being exhaufted, he 


refolved to fupply the wafte in their treafure, by the wealth of the 


, § Orme, vol.t. p. 133. ance, It was weceffary to rut a flop to the 
4 Major Lawrence’s Narrative, p. 4. proarefs of the French, whether in jullice to 
t Univerfal Hiltory, vol. x. p. 199. ofitt the dacfid priace againtt redels, or as an 
© Orme, vol. i. ps 33. att of felf-defence,” Xc. Lawience’s Nare 
"bier fince Awaverd: Cawn’s defeat, hs sative, p. 5. 
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Rajah of Tanjore. Pretending an illegality in all acts of govern- 
snent, ever fince the murder of Stpadar Ah, in 1742, he made a 
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demand of the arrears of tribute, and marched with. his army to . 


{upport that demand. Pretaupa-Sing, terrified by the invafion, yet 
unwilling to pay fo large a fum, endeavoured to protract affairs by 
negociation. He correfponded, in the mean time, with Mahommed 
Ali at Tritchinopoly ; and both joined in exhorting Nazir Jung at 
Golconda, to come in perfon, after the example of his father, to 
fettle the affairs of the Carnatic. Chunder-Saib, but efpecially his 
French auxiliaries, tired by this ftudied delay, attacked and carried 
one of the gates of his capital; and, though they were prevented 
by ftrong retrenchments, from entering the town, Pretaupa was fo 
thoroughly intimidated, that he agreed to pay 875,000 I. to Chun- 
der-Saib, as Nabob, and 25,0001. to the French troops, as his 
auxiliaries *, But a fudden change in the ftate of affairs faved his 
money to the Rajah, excepting an inconfiderable fum, which he had 
immediately paid. . 

The Emperor Mahommed had been fucceeded in the throne of Dellu, 
by his fon Ahmed, a weak, irrefolute, and unfortunate prince. Ghazi- 
ul-dien, the eldeft fon of the late Nizam, had obtained from Ahmed 
the government of the Decan. Nazir Jung, hearing of his brother’s 
appointment, had marched with a great army from Aurungabad: to- 
wards Delhi; not on pretence of war, but to pay his refpects to the 
Emperor. Ahmed, dreading this ceremonious vifit, confirmed Nazir 
Jung in his ufurpation by a formal commiflion -; and that viceroy 
had juft returned to his capital, when intelligence of the progrefs of 
Muziffer Jung and Chunder-Saib arrived from the Carnatic. Having 
left Golconda with an army, which increafed on its march to three 
hundred thoufand men, with eight hundred pieces of cannon, and 
thirteen hundred elephants, he arrived in the province, in the month 
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of February 1750. Mahommed Ali, as Nabob of the Carnatic i, 


had been fummoned to attend his fuperior, with his forces ; and he 
accordingly joined him at Waldore, about fifteen miles from Pondi- 
cherry, with fix thoufand horfe, together with the few Britifh 
troops, whom he had in garrifon at Tritchinopoly. 

Major Lawrence, with fix hundred Europeans from Fort St. Da- 
vid, joined Nazir Jung, on the 22d of March, juft as that viceroy 
had come in fight of the army under Muziffer and Chunder-Saib. 
A mutiny arifing among the ofhcers, the French troops, with Chun- 
der Saib, retreated to Pondicherry. ‘he army of Muziffer was 
routed and difperfed. He himfelf fubmitted, and, having implored 
the mercy of Nazir Jung, remained a ftate prifoner in his camp §. 
Nazir Jung, in confequence of his victory, was acknowledged every 
where Viceroy of the Decan, and his adts of government were confe- 
quently legal. M. Dupleix, whofe fchemes were rather retarded, 
than fruftrated, by the apparent ruin of his allies and friends, wrote 
him a letter of pretended fubmiflion ; though he had the prefump- 
tion to infift, that none of the family of Anwar-ul-dien fhould ever 
govern the province of Arcot T. 

This infolent requifition neither deferved nor received any an{wer. 
Nazir Jung, in the mean time, retired to Arcot, where he refigned 
himfelf to his favourite pleafures of the Haram and hunting. 
Without abilities and deftitute of application, he fuffered his mi- 
nifters to propofe meafures, upon which he inftantly decided with- 
out examination, or any regard either to their juftice or iniquity. 
The abfurdity of his conduct offended his friends; and his inatten- 
tion to all bufinefs raifed the contempt of his enemies. The num- 
ber of the latter was great, within his camp and near his perfon ; 


t le appe:rs from Rous’s Appendix, that 
Mahommed Ali had, in his father’s life-time, 
obtained, from the old Nizam, the reverfion of 
the Nabobfhip of Arcot. Though this grant 
might not have been flrittly legal, yet it fure 


nifhed a claim to preference in the eyes of Na- 
zir Jung, who was actually the legal Subah, by 
acommifhion from the reigning Mogul. 

§ Lawrence's Narrative, p. 7. 
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and, having formed a fecret defign againft his life and government, © aia 
they held a correfpondence with M. Dupleix and advifed him to +—.——~ 
proceed to open hoftility. The French, accompanied by Chunder- cern hie 
Saib, took the field, Mahommed Ali oppofed them, in conjunétion ia 

with the Britifh troops; but his treafury being exhaufted, he could 

neither furnith thofe troops with pay, nor provide magazines ¢. They 

were, therefore, ordered to quit his ftandard. The next night, after The French 
this defertion, the French furprifed the Nabob in his camp; and, hommed Ali 
with little lofs to themfelves, routing and difperfing his undif{ci- 

plined army, forced him to fly to Arcot *. Purfuing their victory, 

they took Gingee by aflault ; which, at length, rouzed Nazir Jung 

from that dream of pleafure, which he had indulged ever fince the 

defeat and imprifonment of his fon. Having, therefore, aflem- 

bled a confiderable army, in the end of September 1750, he moved 

his ftandards, from Arcot, towards Gingee T. 

Nazir Jung’s taking the field was the great point, towards which the The confpi- 
con{pirators had turned their eyes, for accomplifhing, with certainty Nous 
and fecurity, his deftruction. Whilft he remained in a fettled place 
of refidence, the pomp and numerous attendants furrounding his 
perfon rendered any attempt upon his life doubtful in the exe- 
cution and dangerous to the affaflin, fhould he even fucceed in his 
defign. But, in any expedition, the confpirators, from their rank, 
were certain of commanding one half of his army, and they had it 
in their power to make the events of war fubfervient to their views. 

The moft confiderable of thofe, who were engaged inthe plot, were [He*de¢ by 


the Nabobs of Cuddupa and Canoul, who had attended Nazir Jung, Cacsups and 
in his expedition to the Carnatic, from their refpective governments, 
Both were Patans by birth, and both led their native troops ; a race 
of men, though fierce and bold, lefs remarkable for valour againft 


declared encmies, than for treachery to thofe who hired their fervice, 


t Lawrence’s Narr. p. tc. ® Orme, vol. i. p. 151. + Orme and Lawrence, paflim. 
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The unwieldy army of Nazir Jung, being obftructed, in its 
march, by the rains, which fet in at that feafon of the year. was 
forced to remain in a camp, within fixteen miles of Gingee. Whilft 
he fuffered himfelf to be amufed by a negociation, which was care 
ried on with M. Dupleix at Pondicherry, the confpirators had fettled 
their plan of operations, which was to be carried into execution, in 
concert with the French at Gingee. Things being, at length, 
prepared, M. de la Touche, who now commanded the troops +, 
marched from Gingee with eight hundred Europeans and three 
thoufand fepoys. With this fmall force, he furprifed, in the night, 
the camp of Nazir Jung, who expected nothing lefs than hoftilities 
from a nation, with whom he had juft ratified a treaty. The im- 
menfe rabble, rather than army, which were next the enemy, were 
foon thrown into confufion. Riding on an elephant, to bring up the 
Patans, who were in his rear, to action, the Subah queftioned harfhly 
the Nabob of Cuddupa; who anfwered him with his carrabine, and 
fhot him with two bullets through the heart. He had fcarcely fallen 
to the ground, when his head was fevered from his body, fixed on 
a fpear, and carried to Muziffer Jung; who was inftantly releafed, 
and declared Nizam, amidft the fhouts of the whole army. 

Though fuch revolutions are not uncommon, in the annals of the 
Faft, the French, with their ufual vanity, magnified an event ac- 
complifhed, by mere affaflination, into one of the moft brilliant ae- 
tions that had ever happened in war. M. Dupleix, whofe reputation 
fecmed to require, that the part he had acted, in this difgraceful 
bufinefs, fhould remain concealed, formed a plan for perpetuating 
the memory of it to future ages. He propofed to build a city on the 
fpot, under the name of Dupleix-Fatteabad *; thus branding, by 
exceflive vanity, his own name to pofterity, by connecting it with a 
deteftable murder. To thofe, who may chule to confider this fubje&t 


+ Crme and Lawrence, pafitm. ® The city of Vidtory. 
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with attention, it will, perhaps, appear that events, which became af- 
terwards deftructive in their confequences, proceeded more from Bri- 
tith negligence, than French valour.- Had the Prefidency accepted 
the offer of Admiral Bofcawen, in the preceding year, the influence 
of the nation, and the interefts of the family of Anwar-ul-dien, 
might have been fupported without the aid of Nazir Jung [ad 
Major Lawrence accompanied that viceroy to Arcot, according to 
his moft earneft defire, he fhould not have fallen by French perfidy. 
Had the Prefidency not recalled the Britith troops from the aid of the 
Nabob, the French could not have obtained the victory at Trivadi ; 
which enabled them to give aSubah to the Decan, and a Nabob to the 
Carnatic. But it would appear, that Major Lawrence fuffered his own 
gallant {pirit tobe cramped and-confined, by the narrow. councils of a 
commercial Board. 

The murder, which raifed Muziffer to the Subahfhip of the 
Decan, fubjefted him to the infolence of thofe, to whom he owed 
his power. Though affaffination was but a light crime in the eyes 
of the Patan Nabobs, they valued its reward ata high rate. ‘That 
reward they inftantly afked, in terms more fuited to create terror 
than to excite gratitude. Having evaded, without. refufing their 
demands, Muziffer entered Pondicherry, on the 15th of December, 
whither he was followed, the next day, by the clamourous Nabobs. 
They explained to M. Dupleix the promifes of Muziffer, and their 
own clainis, which were a remiflion of all paft arrears, a total exemp- 
tion from future tribute, and an augmentation of territory, with one 
half of the treafure of Nazir Jung. Finding that M. Dupleix was 
determined to fupport Muziffer, they fuppreficd their refentment, 
for the time, acquiefced, in appearance, to his propofals, and {wore 
allegiance to the new Subah *. 


® Lawrence, Orme, India Papers, Private Information, pafim. 
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Though the Patan Nabobs complained of Muziffer’s deficiency in 
gratitude, he feems to have carried that virtue to a degree of extra- 
vagance towards M. Dupleix and the Trench nation. He raifed 
the former to the regency of the whole country, between the Criftna 
and Cape Comorin; he ceded to the latter confiderable territories 
in the Carnatic, together with the city of Mafulipatnam in Gol- 
Chunder-Saib obtained the Nabobfhip of Arcot, in fubor- 
dination to M. Dupleix ; and others were rewarded in proportion to 


conda. 


their merit in the late revolution. As the perfonal fafety of a prince, 
who owed his power to the intrigues of M. Dupleix, and the arms 
of the French, was a matter of the laft importance, a body of 
French troops, under M. Bufly, was ordered to attend the new Su- 
bah to Golconda. It confifted of three hundred Europeans, and two 
thoufand Sepoys, with ten field-pieces; and, under this efcort, 
Muziffer left Pondicherry, on the fourth of January 1751 *. 

In the beginning of February, Muziffer Jung, with his unwieldy 
army, had advanced as far as the province of Cuddupa, the govern- 
ment of his predeceflor’s murderer. Some irregularitics committed, 
by a few licentious horfemen, brought, at once, to view, a con- 
fpiracy that had been long formed. The Nabobs of Cuddupa, Ca- 
noul, and Savanpore, joining their forces, under pretence of re- 
prefling the depredations of the horfemen, attacked the rear-guard 
of the Subah; and, being repulfed, occupied a defile in his front. 
Driven from thence by the French artillery, they were purfued 
with too much eagernefs by Muziffer Jung; who, coming up with 
the Nabob of Canoul, was flain by that chief in fingle combat. The 
revolted Nabobs were all either killed or wounded mortally in the 
ation, which coft his life to the Suba; and thus, in lefs than two 
months after the affaffination of Nazir Jung, the four principal con~ 


fpirators fell by each other’s fwords. M. Bully, to preferve the in- 


* Lawrence, Orme, India Papers, Private Information, paflim. 
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fluence of his nation, by creating a new Subah, raifed to that dig- 
nity Sullabut-Jung, third fon of the old Nizam; who, with two of 
his brothers, was a prifoner in the camp, when Muziffer was flain t. 

The fame languor which had feized the Englifh Prefidency, after 
the retreat of Lawrence from the army of Nazir Jung, when that 
Subah marched to Arcot, in the preceding year, ftill benumbed their 
The 
retreat of their troops, from Trivadi, though the immediate caufe 
of all fucceeding misfortunes, was only a continuation of thofe nar- 


councils; if they can be faid to-have had any councils at all. 


row and undecifive meafures, which had uniformly marked their 
condudt, ever fince the commencement of the difputes, which had 
involved the Carnatic in all the horrors of a civil war. Major Law- 
rence, though not remarkable for political abilities, was a man of 
{pirit and a good foldier ; but fo little impreffion had the uncertainty 
of public events made upon the Prefidency, that they permitted that 
officer to return to Europe, in October 1750, on his own private 
affairs. The affaflination of Nazir Jung, the elevation of Muziffer; 
the influence acquired by the French, in not only difpofing of the 
provinces, but even the empire of the fouth, inftead of roufing the 
minds of the Prefidency, to a fenfe of their own danger, deprefled 
their fpirits with aftonifhment and fear. 

Chunder-Satb, by the authority of Muziifer Jung and under the 
protection of the French, exercifed all the funétions of government 
at Arcot, as Nabob of the Carnatic. The fort of Tritchinopoly re- 
mained onlly to Mahommed Ali; for Madura, which depended upon 
it, had heen feized by one Allum Chan *, who had declared for 


Chunder-Satb. 


? 


+ It is generally belicved, by the beft in- 
formed natives of Hindoftan, that M. Bufly 
himfelf was no ftranger to the cnnfpiracy, 
which deprived Muziffer of his life and pgo- 
vernment, That acute Frenchman fosefaw the 


advantages, which were likely to arife to him- 
felf, from having it in his power to make a 
new Subah; and winked, perhaps, at a con- 
fpiracy, which he might have defeated. 

* Orme, vol. i. p.. 169. 
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Unaflifted by the Enghth, whofe intercft was involved in his 
caufe, without treafure, and confequently without an armv, op- 
prefled by the defection of his fricnds, and awed by the appa- 
rent fuperiority of his enemies, the Nabob began to defpair of 
his own affairs. Under an apparent impoflibility of recovering the 
whole province, together with the improbability of being even able 
to keep what he pofleffed, he opened, by the advice. of the Prefi- 
dency, a treaty with his rival; offering to relinquifh his claim to 
the Carnatic, upon condition of being permitted to keep the quiet 
poflefiion of Tritchinopoly and its dependencies. In vain had the 
court of Delhi efpoufed the canfe of Mahommed Ali, by fending 
Troubles at 
home had deprived them of the power of quieting difturbances abroad. 


him Sunnuds for the government of the Carnatic. 


Fortunately for the intercfts of Great Britain, as well as for thofe 
of the family of Anwar ul-dien, Chunder-Saib, but more efpe- 
cially the French, who had proferibed that family, treated the pro- 
pofals made by the Nabob, under the fanction of the Prefidency, 
with the higheft contempt. This peremptory refufal was the firft 
thing, which roufed the fervants of the Company to a fenfe of 
their own danger. In the end of January 1751, they fent a ftrong 
detachment to fupport the Nabob in Tritchinopoly {. In the be- 
ginning of April, upon intelligence that Chunder-Saib and his 
allies, the French, intended to befiege Tritchinopoly, —confiderable 
force took the field under Captain de Gingins. But they were 
defeated at Volconda; and retreated to J ritchinopoly, which was 
invefted by the enemy in the end of July.  Inftead of attacking 
the place in form, they contented themfelves with a ufelefs cannon- 
ade, which they adorned with all the terms of a regular fiege*. 

A fuccefsful diverfion made, on the fide of Arcot, which place 


was furprifed by Captain Clive on the firft of September, formed 


+ Lawrence’s Narrative, p. 12. t Ibid. # Ibid. p. c4. 
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the moft {plendid part of a campaign, little diftinguifhed by im- 
portant events. Chunder-Saib, having weakened his army by a 
detachment fent to retake Arcot, lay ina€tive in his camp, before 
Tritchinopoly. The negociations of the Nabob had raifed new allies to 
fupport his caufe. The troops of the Rajah of Maffore had marched 
from Seringapatnam, the capital, in the end of 1751, upon a pro- 
mife of extravagant terms for their aid. A body of Marattas, a na- 
tion accuftomed to fell their valour to the higheft bidder, had already 
penetrated the mountains, in favour of the Nabob; but, with the 
ufual caution of Indian mercenaries, they remained inadtive, till for- 
tune fhould incline the fcale ; being determined to join the ftrongeft, 
and fo partake of the advantages of victory, without the dangers 
of war. 

The Rajah of Myfore, being a minor, his troops were commanded 
by hisuncle, who arrived, with a confiderable force, at Tritchinopoly, 
in January 1752. The mercenary Marattas, under the command 
of Morari-row, an enterprifing partizan, at the fame time joined 
the Nabob. Thefe junctions induced the Rajah of Tanjore to liften 
to the requifitions of that Prince and to the folicitations of the prefi- 
dency, to fend two thoufand foot, with three thoufand horfe, under 
the command of his General, Mona-jit. Whilft the event remain- 
ed doubtful, he was cautious of declaring for either fide. He per- 
mitted the Britifh and the French troops to march indifcriminately 
through his country, to the fcene of ation {. Though he poffeiled 
a natural averfion for Chunder-Saib, he was nota friend to the legal 
Nabob. His objet, at leaft his wifh, was to fee both reduced toa 
ftate of weaknefs, which might prevent the victor from enforcing the 
payment of the tnbute, which the troubles of the times had enabled 
him to keep in his own hands. 


+ Lawrence, Orme, India Papers, paflim. 7 Orme, vol. 1. p. 182. 
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Major Lawrence arriving from England, at Fort St. David, on 
the 15th of March, took the command of a party, ready to march 
to Tritchinopoly, on the 17th, which place he reached on the 29th 
of the fame month §. A detail of military operations is foreign to 
the defign of this difquifition. It is fuflicient to obferve, that Chun- 
der-Saib and his allies, the French, became inferior in conduct, as 
well as in number, to their enemies, Inclofed in the ifland of Se- 
ringam, which is formed by the divided ftreams of the Cavery, 
near Tritchinopoly, their army was reduced, at laft, to the greateft 
extremity. Chunder-Saib, without money to pay his troops, found 
them more dangerous enemies, than thofe whom he oppofed. De- 
prived of reflexion, by his misfortunes, he entered into a negoci- 
ation for protection with his greateft foe, Mona-ji, the commander 
of the troops of Tanjore. Vainly hoping, that the gratifying his 
avarice would fupprefs his refentment, he advanced the laft poor 
pittance of his treafure to Mona-ji. But, though that chief had 
promifed and even fworn, to permit him to cfcape, through his part 
of the camp, the perfidious villain put him in irons, the moment he 
was in his power |]. 

A difpute arofe between the allies about the poffeflion of the un- 
fortunate prifoner. The Nabob wifhed to fecure the perfon of a 
rival, who had been, and {till might be dangerous, to his own 
power. The Myforean, inveterate againft Chunder-Saib, for endea- 
vouring, under the government of Dooft Ali, to enforce the claims 
of the Carnatic, on the dependence of his country, breathed nothing 
but revenge. Morari row, who commanded the Marattas, wifhed 
to convert the captivity of the wretched prifoner, to his own profit ; 
and Mona-ji, remembering his repeated attacks on Tanjore, hoped 
to gratify his mafter, with the poffeflion of his ancient enemy. 


§ Lawrence’s Narrative, p. 21, 22, 23. | Ibid. p. 28. 
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Finding that the power of the competitors would cfetually defeat 
his defigns, he refolved to finifh the conteft, by putting an end to 
the life of the prifoner *. To execute his purpofe, he employed a 
Patan, who found the wretched old man, in fetters, ftretched on 
the floor, and rendered unable, by the infirmities of ficknefs, to rear 
himfelf from the ground f. Waving ftabbed him to the heart, the 
affaffin carried his head to Mona-ji {, who afterwards fent it, accord- 
ing to the cuftom of the Eaft, to the Nabob. 

The death of Chunder-Saib, initead of putting an end to the 
troubles, which his ambition had raifed, fowed the feeds of a new 
war, The Nabob, when deferted, or rather feebly affifted by the 
fervants of the Company, in the year 1751, had obtained the aid of 
the Myforeans, upon terms fo extraordinary, that both parties had 
an intereft in keeping them concealed. Thefe were no lefs than the 
ceflion of Tritchinopoly, with all its dependencies, to the Rajah of 
Myfore, for the afliftance of that prince, in putting Mahommed Ali 
in pofleflion of the Carnatic. When Chunder-Saib was removed 
and his army difperfed, the Myforean inhfted, that his part of the 
agreement was fully accomplifhed. But the Nabob afferted, with more 
reafon, that the wages ought not to be paid, till the fervice was ef- 
feCtually performed. Much yet remained to be done. The French 
and the adherents of Chunder-Saib were flill in poffeffion of feveral 
places of ftrength §; and many chiefs, taking advantage of the 
public confufions, maintained feveral large divifions of the Carna- 
tic, in defiance of both the rivals for its government. He argued, 
that it was neither agreed, nor in itfelf reafonable, that Tritchino- 


volence, humanity, and generofity. With rea 
gard to his public charaéter ; in this country, 
ambition being a venial fault, every man who 
fucceeds is a great man; ifhe fails, he is only 
of his ambition and prefumption. In private reckoned unfortunate, Lawrence’s Narr. p. 28. 
life he is faid to have been a man of great bene- § Lawrence’s Narrative, p. 32. 
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poly fhould be the price of its own relief; for that fhould he be 
deprived of that place, without being put in pofleffion of any other 
dominion, it was indifferent to him, whether it fell to his enemics 
or to his pretended friends f. 


Thefe reafonings had fo little effect on the Myforean, that though 
he did not break forth into open hoftilty, he declined to appear as 
the Nabobh’s ally in the field. 


hood of Tritchinopoly, with the Marattas, whom he had gained 


He ftill continued in the neighbour- 


over to his views; and, taking pofleflion of the pagoda of Se- 
ringam, was himfelf fafe againft infult, whilft he watched every 
opportunity to feize the city, which, he afhrmed, was his nght, as 
the reward of the aid he had already beftowed. The remaining 
The 
Britith were repulfed in an attempt on the fortrefs of Gingce. They 
defeated the French at Bahoor {. M. Dupleix, forging Sunnuds 
from Delhi, invefted himfelf with the governments of all the coun- 
tries to the fouth of the Criftna. In his quality of pretended Subah, 
he firft raifed and then difplaced the fon of Chunder-Saib, as Na- 
bob of the Carnatic. He conferred that title on Mortaz-Ali, here- 
ditary governor of Vellore; but it was to obtain money from that 
wealthy chief. Having inflamed the difcontent of the Myforean, 
by his artifices and promifes, he had the addrefs, before the end of 
the year, to turn, againft Mahommed Ali, thofe very arms, whieh 
had come to his aid the preceding year*. 


part of the year 1752 was diftinguifhed, by various events. 


But the intrigues of 
M. Dupleix only fufpended, but could not alter the fate of the 


+ Lawrence, p. 29. Orme, vol. 1.—Pri- 
vate Information, India Papess, paffun. 

{ Orme, vol. 1. p. 256, 257. Lawrence’s 
Narrative, p. 30. 

* Aud. citat. pafim. 


feffion, by a royal Sunnud, of the Subahfhip 
of the Decan. When he had advanced to the 
neighbourhood of Aurungabad, his brother Sul- 
Jabut Jung, the reigning Subah, prevailed with 
one of Ghazi ul-dicn’s wives to take him off, 


Jn Oober 1752, Ghazi-nl-dien, the eldett 
fon of the old Nizam, marched from Delhi, 
with an army of 150,000 men, to take pollef- 


9 
) 


by poifon, which put an end to the coniteft. 
Dow’s Decline, p. 52. 
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Carnatic. The very war, which he had firft fomented and had con- 
tinued fo long, deprived him of refources for carrying it on, either 
The chiefs, attached to the family 
of Sadatulla had contributed to the expence, as long as Chunder- 
Saib lived. But they had withdrawn their fupplies, on account of 
the weaknefs of his fon. Mortaz-Ali, whom M. Dupleix raifed 
to the titular ofice of Nabob, could neither be trufted nor fupported 


with vigour or with fuccefs. 


by the friendfhip of his family; and the only appearance of virtue 
he poffefled, was a difidence of himfelf. The Marattas, whom 
M. Dupleix had gained to his aid, were fcarcely lefs dangerous, as 
friends, than they had been, as enemies. His acquifition of the 
Myforeans, though it gave trouble to his opponents, brought no 
benefit to himfelf. Their commander was weak, credulous, and 
undecifive ; miftaking perpetually his own intereft, and, inftead of 
giving aid, ftanding always in need of fupport. His obftinacy, 
Deter- 
mined to obtain an object, which would ruin him in the poffeffion, 
he remained three years, in the neighbourhood of Tritchinopoly ; 


however, fupplied, in fome degree, the place of firmnefs. 


and nothing but a ferious invafion at home, could recal him, 
at laft, from his wild fchemes abroad. Having remained, in a 
nanner befieged, in the ifland of Seringam, till the 14th of April 
1755, he fuddenly decamped, after having loft his time, his trea- 
fure and many troops, in purfuit of a chimerical advantage. 

Weak, however, as the conduct of the Myforean was, and wild 
and impracticable, as the ambitious fchemes of Dupleix had been, 
they created much trouble to the Englifh and much anxiety and lofs 
to theirally, the Nabob of the Carnatic. During the doubtful events of 
war, their pretended friends proved faithlefs to the former ; and his 
vailals to the latter. The Rajah of Tanjore, in particular, whofe money 
and whofe power ought to have turned the fcale, in favour of the 
Nabob, amuicd him with infidious promifes of aid*, at a time, he 


¢ 


* Lawrence’s Narrative, p. 41.. 
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actually correfponded and treated with his enemies. Whilft the Ma- 
rattas aided the French with cavalry, the want of horfe was the 
principal obftacle to the progrefs of the Naboh’s affairs |]. The 
Rajah could fupply cavalry ; but his aid was required and folicited in 
vain. In February 1753, at the earneft requeft of the Prefidency, 
he ordered his horfe to march; but he recalled them, before a 
jundtion could be made §. This heavy difappointment obliged Ma- 
jor Lawrence to remain inactive in his camp, ‘ contemplating the 
‘¢ fituation of the enemy, and fretting at his incapacity to attack 
“ them [;”— whilft (fays the Major) the enemy were fo fuperior 
‘© io us in cavalry, that we were often obliged to march our whole 
“body, to efcort ftores and provifions from Fort St. David to our 
‘camp; always harafled more or lefs by the Marattas }.” 

In April 1753, the garrifon of Tritchinopoly was driven to the 
laft extremity for want of provifions. Major Lawrence, accompa- 
nied by the Nabob, refolved to march to its relief. To encourage 
and, if neceflary, to awe the Rajah, he direéted his route, through 
the neighbourhood of the capital of Tanjore. Pretaupa Sing met 
the Nabob and the commander of the troops, with great ceremony 
and f{plendour, accompanied by three thoufand horfe and two hun- 
dred elephants, in rich trappings. He feemed, 1n appearance, to be 
convinecd, that it was his own interclt*, as it certainly was his 
Tic accordingly gave orders to his 
But fo faithlefs was the 


duty, to fupport the Nabob. 
horfe to accompany him to Tritchinopoly. 
Rajah to his profeffions, or his troops to his commands, that they 
left both the Naboband Major Lawrence, the very next day {. They 
remonflrated: they prefled L, they entreated, their jundion; butin 


vain, The cavalry retreated to Tanjore, promifing, however, to 


t Orme, vol. 1. 


|| Orme, vol.i. p. 231, Lawrence, paffim. 
‘++ Narrative, p. g1. 


§ Orme, vol. i. Lawrence fays, <* Dhey 


‘“ came on fome part of the way, but think- *Orme, vol. is p. Jom 
‘‘ ing us ina bad condition, they amufed us @ Lawrence’s Narrative, p. 44. 
‘only with psomifes; and obliged our party + ibid. 
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5 return 
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return foon §. The Major, jultly fufpe€ting, that the Rajah wanted 
only to amufe the Nabob and his allies |], proceeded to Tritchino- 
poly, with troops difpirited by difappointment, and decreafed, in 
their numbers, by fatigue and ficknets 4. 

A conduct fo faithlefs to his fuperior and fo adverfe to the Englith 
caufe, rendered the Rajah juftly fufpe&ed, of a correfpondence or 
even a treaty with the enemy. The truth is, that, at the very time 
Pretaupa Sing paid his ref{pects to the Nabob and the Englilh com- 
mander in chief, he entertained an agent from the Myforeans, at 
Tanjore. ‘Thatagent, having bribed the minifter with money, and 
wrought upon the fears of the Rajah, gained both to the interefts 
of his mafler]. But to provide againft a reverfe of fortune, the 
latter palliated his refufal of afhftance to the Nabob and Englith, 
with fpecious pretexts of loffes fuftained, from the Myforeans and 
their allies the Marattas. He alleged, that the detachments of the 
latter had already deftroyed to the value of 100,000]. in his country. 


But “ this pretended mifchief was no more than what all other parts. 


‘C of the country had fuffered from the Marattas, who, in their pre- 
“‘ datory excurfions, made no diftinction between the territories of 
‘“‘ friends and foes*.’”” The confequence of this duplicity of the 
Rajah was, that all fupplies of provifions from Tanjore were ftopt. 
Inftead of being able to form magazines, the army near Tritchino- 
poly and the garrifon within that place found great difficulty in pro- 
curing grain, for immediate confumption. In this diftrefsful fitua- 
tion Major Lawrence was obliged to remain inattive, for five weeks; 
whilft the French daily expected reinforcements from the coaft t. 

An undecifive aQion, the increafing number of the enemy, the 
want of provifions, and, above all, the want of cavalry, convinced 


4+ Orme, vol. 1. p. 285, 286. 
* Ibid. p. 286. 
ft Ibid. Lawrence, paffim. 
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Major Lawrence, that a reinforcement of troops was neceflary to 
turn the fcale of the war}. ‘The Rajah of Tanjore, deftitute of 
every fenfe of duty and deaf tointreaty, was to be {wayed by nothing, 
but perfonal fear. The Major, accompanied by the Nabob, refolved 
to move towards Tanjore; and by mixing threats wath perfuafion, 
to endeavour to induce him to fend the afliftance, he had fo often 
promifed in vain. On the 2d of July 1753, the troops encamped, 
about half-way between Tritchinopoly and Tanjore §. The ap- 
proach of an army foon determincd Pretaupa Sing to furnifh the 
affiftance, they were coming to demand ||]. The inftances of Mr, 
Palk, who had been, previoufly, fent to Tanjore, began to have 
effet, when there was danger, in refufing his requeft. The Rajah 
ordered three thoufand horfe and two thoufand fepoys, under the 
command of Mona-ji, to jointhe army ; which, when the obje& of 
the expedition was, thus, obtained, returned to Tritchinopoly 4. 


But this extorted aid was almoft immediately recalled, by the ver- 
fatility of Pretaupa Sing ; for the Tanjorines returned home as foon 
as the fetting in of the Monfoon obliged the Nabob and Major 
Lawrence to canton their troops +. A fum of money, fent by the 
Myforean to Succo-ji, the Rajah’s favourite, a threatening letter from 
M. Dupleix to the Rajah himfelf, together with a rooted averfion 
to the caufe of the Nabob, anda diftruft of his allies, the Englifh, 
determined the faithlefs Tanjorine to break all his engagements *. 
He was even upon the point of figning a treaty with the French and 
their allics and of taking an ative part in the war; when an un- 
fuccefsful attempt on Tritchinopoly, in the end of November 1753, 
terrified him from his intended French alliance fT. 


t Iawrence’s Narrative, p. 48. 4. Ibid. p. 54- 

§ Ibid. ° Orme, vol. i. p- 519, 32Ce Lawrence's 
| Orme, vol. i. p. 296. Narrative, p. $5 
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“The 


tae PAS T-PNDIA COMPANY. 


“ The French finding that their misfortune produced a change in 
his intentions,’ and that he began to “ repent, that he had fhewn 
‘fo much inclination to abandon the Nabob and the Englifh,” re- 
folved to wafte no more time in negociation, but prepared to fend a 
party of Marattas to ravage his country §. Pretaupa Sing, having 
intelligence of their defign, ordered a body of troops againft the 
IvViarattas ; but pretended that the object of affembling thofe troops 
was to join the Englifh f. He was foon deprived of this afflumed 
merit; for the Tanjorines refufed, upon the requifition of Major 
Lawrence, to join the army 4. 

The Marattas, having penetrated into the province of Tanjore, 
had, from their ignorance of the country, entangled themfelves 
between two impafiable branches of the river Coleroon. Pent up 
in that difadvantageous fituation, by a fuperior number of Tanjo- 
rines, under the command of Mona-ji, eight hundred of them were 
killed, and the reft taken prifoners and impaled alive *. The Na- 
bob and his allies had formed hopes, that this fuccefs would induce 
the Rajah to fend his troops to join them; but they were again dif- 
appointed. Attached to tlie enemies of the Nabob, nothing but a 
turn of the feale of fortune in favour of that prince, could induce 
Pretaupa Sing even to pretend that he was lis friend. When any 
misfortune happened, he flew off to the interefts of the enemy. 
Upon the defeat of the Englith convoy at Kelly-Cotah in the month 
of February, he prevented his merchants from fupplying Tritchi- 
nopoly with more provifions ||. When, on account of the neceffity 
of “ recovering the Rajah to the Nabob’s intereft,’ Mr. Palk was 
fent to Tanjore, in April 1754, he found him of diflicult accefs f. 
His minifter was devoted to the interefts of the French and Myfo- 
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reans. The Rajah himfelf was wavering and irrefolute ; one hour 
feemingly convinced by Mr. Palk’s arguments, the next liflening to 
his minifter, and approving his advice : upon the whole determining 
nothing {. But, though Mr. Palk prevented him from figning the 
treaty with the Myforeans, he could not induce him to fend his troops 
to join the Englith §. 

Though the French, under M. Maiffin, had wantonly attacked 
the Rajah’s country ; though they had broken down the mound at 
Coiladdy, which diverted the flreams of the Cavery into the pro- 
vince; though their allies the Marattas had cut to pieces twelve 
hundred of his horfe, under his uncle Gauderow, though Major. 
Lawrence, to work upon his fears, had marched to Tanjore; Mr. 
Palk and Captain Caillaud found fome difficulty in perfuading him 
of his imprudence, in withdrawing his afhftance from the Enghith 
and his fuperior, the Nabob. ‘Terrified by the army, under Major 
Lawrence |{, and frightened by his own misfortunes, Pretaupa Sing 
ordered new troops to be raifed; and a confiderable body, under 
Mona-ji, joined the Englifh at Atchempettah on the 27th of July: 
1754. To fave his country from the depredations of the Marattas,. 
who had lately cut off fo large a body of his horfe, he agreed, on 
the requifition of the Nabob, to furmifh the money demanded by 
thofe marauders, for evacuating the Carnatic *. 

Some late writers, who call fi€tion to the fupport of their party, 
where truth fails, have, from one of the authorities T fo often quoted, 
framed a tale very different, from the facts we have ftated above. 


- Contempt is too flight a punifhment, for men, who wilfully de- 
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Pretaupa Sing, the world might be induced to afcribe their errors to 
zeal, and their mifreprefentations to prejudice. But what judgment 
are we to form of their candour, what opinion of their morality, 
when we fin! that the very pages, which they cite, prefent irrefra- 
gable proofs of their perverfion of truth? Common prudence ought 
to have fupplied a want of principle, in this refpect; for the aver- 
fion of the Public to an inveftigation of Indian tranfactions, is too 
flight a fecurity againft detetion. But they wrote for the purpofe 
of the day; and they hoped, that, on a fugitive fubjedt, bold affer- 
tions might have a chance of pafling for fais. Fortunately for the 
memory of the late General Lawrence, they feem to have known 
nothing of his narrative of his own campaigns; otherwife that 
gallant officer might have been raifed from the dead to fupport 
falfehoods, which his honeft heart abhorred, when alive. 

A change, which happened, in the government of Pondicherry, 
on the ad of Auguft 1754, put an end, in its confequences, to the 
Mytorean war, which had been fo long carried on, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Tritchinopoly ; and the Carnatic was reftored to a kind 
of temporary tranquillity. The Britifh miniftry, upon the com- 
plaints of the Eaft-India Company, had made remontftrances to the 
court of France, againft the troubles raifed and continued, by the 
French nation, on the coaft of Coromandel. To give weight to 
thofe remonfirances, a {quadron of men of war, with fome troops, 
were ordered to the Eaft-Indies ; and the French court, unprepared 
for a general war, refolved to exhubit a mark of their pacific inten- 
tions, by removing M. Dupleix from the government of Pondi- 
cherry. His fuceeffor, M. Godeheu, arriving at that place, on 
the 2d of Auguft 1754, opened his adminiftration, by communi- 
cating to the Englifh Prefidency, his earneft defire, for an imme- 
A 
fufpenfion of arms took place, on the rrth of October, and a pro- 


vifioual treaty was concluded, on the 96th of December 1754. 
Nee 
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The Myforean, fupported only by his own obftinacy, continued 


—— a kind of war, in the environs of Tritchinopoly, for the firft three 
Afairsof that months of the year 1755. An invafion by Sullabut Jung, the Subah 
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of the Decan, who had marched with an army to enforce the payment 
of the tribute due by Myfore, to the empire of the Moguls, recalled 
him, in the month of April, to defend his own country. Difappointed, 
in all his views, from his long expedition, he left the French the 
heirs of his claims on the Carnatic *. In the month of July, 
Mahommed Ali was requefted, by the Englith Prefidency, to take up 
his refidence at Arcot, being now de facto what he had been long de 
gure, Nabob of the Carnatic. Several Polygars, poficflors of forts, 
and refractory renters of diftricts, were either reduced by force, 
or intimidated into a fubmiffion, by the joint arms of the Englith 
and the Nabob. Though fome difturbances ftill continued, in the 
provinces of Madura and Tinnevelly, they fubmitted in general to. 
the government of Mahommed Ali; who found himfelf acknow- 
ledged, before the end of 1755, from the river Pennar to Tin-. 
nevelly. 


* Orme, vol. i. ps 359. 
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Tranfa&iions on the Coaft, from 1756, to the Conclufion 
of the Treaty, betweeit the Nabob and the Rajah of Tan- 
gore, in 1702. 


HEN the Englifh and French were contending, about the 
WU eftablifhment of a governor, over one of the Mogul pro- 
vinces, the Mogul empire was haftening to that termination of 
exiftence, to which human inftitutions, like man himfelf, feem to 
be deftined by fate. ‘The weak Ahmed Shaw, having fat near feven 
years upon the throne of Delhi, without either exertion or autho- 
rity, was depofed and deprived of fight, in the latter end of the 
year 1754 %. He himfelf was the author of his misfortunes; but 
the actor, in the melancholy fcene, was Shab-ul-dien, fon of Ghazi- 
ul-dien and grandfon of the old Nizam. That lord, though ftill a 
youth, poffeifed ali the abilities, courage and villainy of his family. 
Having imprifoned his mafter, he raifed Alumgire II. the fon of 
Moaz-ul-dien and grandfon of Bahader Shaw, the fon and fucceffor 
of Aurungzebe, to the vacant throne. But this unfortunate prince, 
being as weak as his predeceflor, was but little calculated to reftore 
the empire to its former fplendour fT. 
All the provinces, except thofe which lay between Delhi and 
Lahore, had been in fact difmembered from the empire, though 
they paid a nominal allegiance. The Decan had been ufurped, by 


* Dow’s Decline of the Empire, p. 66. + Dow’s Decline of the Empire. p. 59. 
Lawsence’s Narrative, p. 58. 
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the family of the very perfon, to whom Alumgire owed his throne. 
Guzerat was entirely loft; the three provinces of Bengal had fub- 
mitted to the government of a mean Tartar adventurer and his fuc- 
ceffors ; Malava was divided among petty Rayahs; and Ajmere owned 
the authority of an independent prince. Moft of the provinces, which 
had been formerly fubjeét to the empire, were involved in all the 
horrors of a civil war. ‘* Villainy was practifed in every form 3 
all law and religion were trodden under foot; the bands of private 
friendfhips and connedtions, as well as of fociety and government, 
were broken ; and every individual, as if in a foreft full of wild 
beafts, found no fafety, but in the ftrength of his own arm *.”’ 


Sullabut Jung, whom the French had raifed to the office of Subah 
of the Decan, upon the death of his nephew, Muziffer Jung, in 
the month of February 1753, ftill pofleffed the dignity of Nizam, 
in oppofition to the court of Delhi. Supported by the arms of 
thofe, to whom he owed his power, he held a confiderable degree of 
authority in the provinces, which lay neareft to his capital. The 
Marattas, who had been formidable, for many years, to the whole 
empire, had torn feveral large diftrits, from the dominion of Sul- 
labut Jung +; and his friends the French had obtained, from his fa 
your, or rather extorted from his fears, the four maritime provinces 
of Muftaphanagur, Yalore, Rajamundrum and Chicacole. Thefe 
acquifitions, together with the province of Condavir, put ay French 
in poflefhon of ‘ the fea-coaft of Coromandel and Oriffa, in an un- 
interrupted line of fix hundred miles, from the Gondegama to the 
famous Pagoda of Jagganat {” ‘This extenfive territory, yiclding 
annually more than half a million fterling, was the greatcft domi- 
nion, hitherto, poftcffed by Europeans in Hindoftan. In return for 


ceffions fo valuable, the French lent their arms to the Subah, to re- 


* Dow's Decline of the Empire. + Crme, vol. i. p. 329. t Ibid. p. 334, 335- 
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cover the tribute due to the empire, from the rich and extenfive 
province of Myfore. It was his march into that country, which de- 
livered the Carnatic, in April 1755, from the troublefome, though 
ineffectual, war carried on at Tritchinopoly by the Myforean re- 
Gent. 

The conditional treaty concluded in 1754 had introduced a ful- 
penfion of hoftilities between the Englifh and French, not only as 
Ma- 


hommed Ali, now acknowledged Nabob of the Carnatic, was ftill 


enemies to one another, but as allies to the country-powers. 


far from proflefling that decifive authority over the country, which 
the nature of his office imphed. ‘The Zemindars of the province of 
Madura, and the Polygars of Tinnevelly raifed difturbances in the: 
fouth; and though the Polygars of the north had made fome com- 
penfation, for the tribute, which they had retained during the late: 
civil war, their fubmiffion had only the appearance of being 
temporary, as they were not deprived of the means of fupporting 
Mortaz-Ali, the Phoufdar of Velore, was not 
only a powerful, and, therefore, a dangerous dependent; but had 
even been, and ftill might be, the rival of the Nabob, as governor 
of the country, fhould the prefent ftate of the Englifh influence 


When a force had marched from Arcot, to de- 


future difobedience. 


fuffer any change. 
mand the cuftomarv tribute, the interference of the French, in fa- 
vour of Mortaz-Ali, had convinced the Nabob, that they only 
waited for a future opportunity to renew their former exertions 
again{t his title and power. 


To add to his embarraffment, the Rajah of Tanjore, whom he had 
a right to confider as a vaflal of the empire, accountable for his con- 
duct to him, as Nabob of Arcot, had not only fhewn an attach- 
ment to his enemtes in the late war, but had, now, without his 
authority, kindled a war of his own. This war was carried on, 
again{t Tondiman, a Polygar, whofe allegiance had been transferred 
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to the Moguls, as a dependent on Tritchinopoly, when that city and 
province came under their power. His territories lay between 
Tanjore and Madura, bordering, im part, to the north, on the pro- 
vince of Tritchinopoly, to the Naig or which the Polygar had been 
fubjeét, from the earlieft account we have received of the affairs of 
the Carnatic *. Faithful to his duty, as a vailal, he not only fent 
a body of four hundred horfe and three thoufand Colleries to the aid 
of the Nabob, when beheged in Tritchinopoly in 1752; but had, 
during the war, fupplied the army with provifions fT ; when, at the 
very time, the Rajah of Tanjore prevented his inerchants from car- 
rying any to the camp or city. Againft this uleful and faithful 
valal, Pretaupa-Sing procecded to hoftiliues. The pretence of war 
inarks the character and injuftice of the Rajah. Having ceded Kelly- 
nelly-cotah and its diftri€ts to Tondeman, for fervices performed, in 
a feafon of diflrefs, he difavowed the ceflion, when that diftrefs was 
removed. Mona-ji, who was, at the time, general and minifter of 
Tanjore, enraged at his mafter’s perfidy, ‘‘ purloined the ufe of the 
feal, and delivered the patents, thus apparently authenticated, ac- 
cording to promife.”” Captain Calhaud, who commanded at Tritchi- 
nopoly, by working on Pretaupa-Sing’s natural timidity, fufpended 
hoftilities, but could not induce the Rajah to lay afide the defign of 
war f. 

In May 1756, war was declared between Great Britain and 
France. But the two Companies, on the coaft of Coromandel, had 
fo much weakened their refpective forces, by detachments, to other 
parts of India, that both feemed averfe to commit hoftilities, for 
fome time after the advices of a breach, between the two nations, 


* Rous’s Appendix, No. XXVI. p. 941. fiom his country. J.awrence, p. 45. Vide 
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happened during the year 1757. 


Though they took the field, at laft, nothing remarkable 
The difturbances of the Carnatic 
Two of the Nabob’s brothers, aiming at indepen- 
dence, took arms in the two extremities of his government. Ma- 
pheus Chan, employed in the reduction of the Polygars, in 
the provinces of Madura and Tinnevelly, having obtained a com- 
plete victory, held the city of Madura, in oppofition to the Nabob 
and his allies; whilft Nazeabulla, his natural brother *, became re- 


ftill continued. 


fractory in his government of Nellore. To add tothe public cala- 
mities arifing from this double rebellion, the Marattas invaded the 
Carnatic to demand the Chout, which had not been paid ever fince 
the defeat and death of Anwar-ul-dien in 1749. But their retreat 
was purchafed with the trifling fum of three lacks of rupees +. 


Though Captain Calliaud had, by his fpirited conduat, fufpended 
the war between Pretaupa-Sing and Tondiman in 1756, the Rajah 
had refumed his hoftile intentions in the beginning of 1757. Kelly- 
nelly-cotah, the objeét of conteft, was taken by Mona-ji, the general 
of ‘Tanjore, inthe month of January. But though Calliaud made a 
journey to Tanjore, as well to re-eftablifh peace, as to obtain troops, 
from both the contending parties, to affift in the reduction of Ma- 
dura, he failed, in all his efforts, and found the difference between 
them irreconcilcable {. Both promifed fair; but Tondiman only 
adhered to his word. A thoufand of his horfe and one hundred 
Colleries joined Callhaud at Anwafhul. Five hundred horfe were 
expected from Tanjore; but none came. Calhiaud ‘* being convinced 
that the Rajah, notwithftanding his promifes, did not intend to fend 
any, made a merit of rejecting what he was not likely to obtain ||.” 
Yet a late writer dogmatically afhrms, from the hiftorian juft cited, 
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that Pretaupa-Sing ‘had attached his /e/fto the caufe of the Eng- 
lifh, had fupported their ally, had fonght hts and their battles *. 

On the 28th of April £758, a confiderable reinforcement of 
troops arrived at Pondicherry, under the command of the Count 
de Lally. The known fupcriority of the French on the coaft, prior 
to the coming of this force, had determined the Enghfh Prefidency 
to fufpend all operations in the field, and to diftribute the troops in 
the different garrifons ~~. On the very evening of Lally’s ianding 
at Pondicherry, he ordered one thoufand men, under Count 
dEftaign, to march towards Fort St. David; bnt it was the 26th 
of May before le opened lus batteries againft the place. On the 
firft of June the fort furrendered, after a feeble refiflance ; and 
Devi-Cotah was evacuated before the enemy marched that way. 
Nothing lefs, than the total expulfion of the Britifh from the coaft 
of Coromandel, if not from all India, was the object of the French ; 
who were, now, poffeffed of a greater force of Europeans, than was 
ever before, at one period, in that country. Madras was the next 
object, after the taking of Fort St. David. But the fuperiority of 
the Britith fquadron rendered it difficult, if not impracticable, to 
tran{fport, by fea, the neceflary ftores from Pondicherry for befieg- 
ing the place; and Lally had neither money nor influence in the 
country, to enable him to carry them by land. 

The wealth of the Rajah of Tanjore had rendered hima fit object 
of plunder; and, befides, the French government at Pondicherry 
were poflefled of fuch a claim as might give a colour of juftice to 
demands upon that wealth. When, in the year 1751, Muzifter- 
Jung, as Subah of the Decan, and Chunder-Saib, in quality of Na- 
bob of Arcot, had reduced Pretaupa-Sing to extremity, he com- 
pounded the arrears of tribute, from the death of Sipadar Alain 1747, 
at 5,600,000 rupees}. Unable, or rather unwilling, to pay this 
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fum, he had given his bond to Chunder-Saib; and Chunder-Saib 
had transferred his property, in that deel, to the 'rench government. 
To add political importance to this kind of private claim, the Count 
de Lally, in imitation of the Englifh in 1749, efpoufed the caufe of 
a pretender to the government of Tanjore. The wretched figure, 
whom he refolved to raife, on this occafion, to favour his views, 
was one Gatica, the uncle of Shaw-ji, whofe pretenfions the Eng- 
ith Prefidency had aflerted, where they fuffered themfelves to be 
purchafed from his caufe by the ceflion of Devi-Cotah. His ho- 
nourable allies had agreed to detain Shaw-ji, in prifon, when they 
fettled matters with his rival; but the unfortunate man found means 
to efcape from their hands. In revenge for Ins flight, or to fecure 
his inactivity, they threw Gatica into the fetters from which his ne- 
phew had extricated himfelf. With Fort St. David, he fell into the 
hands of Lally, who produced him at Pondicherry, ‘ with much 
oftentation and ceremony *,” to raife the apprehenfions, and con- 
fequently to open the treafure, of Pretaupa-Sing to Ins intended de- 
mands f. 

The preparations and intentions of Lally having reached the ears 
of Pretaupa-Sing, he folicited the aid of the Nabob and the protec- 
tion of the Enghfh, Though his former conduct had given him no 
claim to afliftance from either, they were both willing to give, from 
policy, what he had no right to afk from their gratitude. They, 
therefore, authorized Captain Calliaud, who then commanded at 
Tritchinopoly, to act as occafion might require. But that officer, 
from his perfonal knowledge of the character of the Rajah, toge- 
ther with ** the continual and authentic accounts, which he obtained 


P) 


of the duplicity of his councils {,” was afraid of ‘ fending fuccours, 


which might be betrayed to the enemy.” He was apprehentive, 
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on the other hand, that his with-holding affilance might furnifl the 
timidity of Pretaupa, with a pretext to make terms with the 
French. ‘* He, therefore, at all rifques, detached five hundred 
Sepoys with ten European artillery-men, and three hundred Col- 


etles a 


to Tanjore. This force, he deemed, was fuflicicnt to 
keep up the hopes of the Rajah of receiving more; having pru- 
dently refolved to accommodate his own future aid to the condu& 
of Pretaupa; which, as he had reafon to diftruft it, lie gave direc- 
tions fhould be narrowly watched +. 

Lally, marching from Pondicherry on the 18th of June, arrived 
on the fame day of July, within fix imles of ‘Tanjore. Pretaupa- 
Sing, having endeavoured to amufe the French in their march with 
negociation, their commander, with a precipitate folly, infeparable 
from his character, expofed his own incapacity of enforcing any 
terins, by the nature of thofe he propofed. Having reduced his 
claim of more than five millions of rupees, to one million; he in- 
fifted upon receiving ten thoufand pounds weight of gun-powder. 
Though the want of an article, fo necefflary to the operations of war, 
might be thonght a fufficient encouragement againft all treaty, the 
feeble fpirit of Pretaupa gave way, upon the arrival of fome bat- 
tering cannon, from Warrical {. ‘* He conferred in earneft with 
Lally, and concluded a treaty, the terms of which were founded on 


that commander’s declaration, that he intended to march from Tan- 


Neaorcesto Jore againfl Tritchinopoly §.” 9 To aid the French againft his fupe- 
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rior, the Nabob, as well as the Englifh, the allies of that prince, whofe 
troops were actually defending his capital, the treacherous and timid 
Pretaupa “ agreed to Jend three hundred of his beft horfe, to furnith 
one thoufand Coolies and Mattockmen, and to fupply the French 


army with provifions during the fiege |}.’ He alfo confented * to 
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rupees *, to be paid, at different periods, and upon the execution of w—--—~/ 


tated terms §. 

The languor, with which his part of the treaty was executed by 
Pretaupa Sing, inflamed the irafcible fpirit of Lally, into a re- 
newal of the war. The puerile threats of that ofhcer improved 
the natural timidity of the Rajah into defpair. He refolved to de- 
fend himfelf to the laft extremity. He redoubled his folicitations for 
aid from Tritchinopoly. Captain Calliaud, who was no flranger to 
the late negociations, “* had hitherto thought it unfafe to truft any 
more troops in the Rajah’s power, whilft making engagements to 
affift the French, in the reduction of Tritchinopoly +.” But, being 
convinced, from this laft rupture, that the time of negociation was 
paft, he detached on the 6th of Auguft a confiderable reinforcement 
to Tanjore. Lally, having opened his batteries on the 2d, had on 
the 7th made a breach in the wall. But, having expended his am- 
munition, and being alfo terrified, by the defeat of the French 
{qguadron, on the coaft, he called a council of war, in which it was 
refolved to raife the fiege{. In his retreat he was haraffed by the 
Tanjorines ; and, thus, ended an expedition, undertaken through 
diftrefs, carried on in folly, and defeated by paflion and impatience. 

Though the ineffectual hoftilities again{t Tanjore had demonftrated, 
that the French were deftitute of the means of war, as well as of an 
able commander for carrying it on, their fuperiority in numbers ftill 
induced the Britifh to confine themfelves within their forts. The 
Count de Lally, with all the intempcrance and impatience of his 
violent mind, quarrelled with lis fricnds, whilft he made rapid pre- 
parations for attacking his enemies. Tlis difappointment, rather 
than defeat, before Tanjore, had roufed his indignation, as having 

* 62 5001. + Orme, vol. ii. p. 325. 
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proceeded from a contemptible enemy ; and he refolved to recover 
from a more refpectable foe, the laurels, which his own precipitate 
folly had loft. Waving taken the field, in the end of September, 
he took pofleffion of Arcot, the capital of the Carnatic, on the 4th 
of O@ober, with all the offentation natural to exceflive pride §. 

On the 12th of the fame month, a confiderable reinforcement, 
from the French fettlements in Golconda, having crofled the moun- 
tains, behind the pagoda of Tripetti, arrived at Arcot. ‘This addi- 
tional force efcorted a confiderable fum of money, which, with fup- 
plies of the fame kind from Mauritius, enabled Lally to profecute 
the war, with vigour |]. 

The Prefidency at Fort St. George, no longer in doubt concern- 
ing Lally’s intention to lay fiege to that place, began to prepare for 
a vigorous defence. An officer of the moft diftinguifhed merit, 
Colonel Lawrence, commanded the garrifon; but the nominal ‘ de- 
fence of the fiege *” was committed, by a vote of the Council, to 
Mr. George Pigot, then Prefident for the Company, at Madras. 
This gentleman, though bred to trade, was pofleffed of perfonal re- 
folution ; and he had once feen the face of an enemy, about feven 
years before t+. ‘* Every good officer being in the field,’ in the 
middle of July 1751, Mr. Saunders, then Governor of Fort St. 
David, ordered Mr. Pigot, one of the Council, to condu& a convoy 
of ftores to Verdachellum, a fort to the north of the river Coleroon. 
This fervice he performed, without lofs; but being attacked, upon 
his return, by the troops of a Polygar, with match-lock guns, Mr. 
Pigot had the good fortune to fave himfelf, by the {peed of his 
horfe {. The vote, which conferred upon Pigot “ the defence of 
the fiege J,” direéted him to confult Colonel Lawrence, on all occa- 
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fions, and on extraordinary emergencies to aflemble a council of the 
fuperior officers of the garrifon |]. Mir. Pigot, during the fubfequent 
fiere, exhibited refolution and activity. He vifited the works every 
day, encouraged the garrifon, and rewarded their fervices, with 
money. But the moft commendable part of his conduct was his 


attention to the provifions, which were plenty and good in their 
kind @. 


To thefe arrangements, within the walls of Fort St. George, pre- 
parations were made, without, to difturb the fiege, with which it 
was threatened. The garrifon of Chinglepnt was reinforced. Cap- 
tain Calliaud, with a party, was ordered from Tritchinopoly, upon 
which the command and protection of that city were committed to 
Captain Jfofeph Smith, who has fince made fuch a diftinguifhed 
figure, on the coaft of Coromandel. ‘That officer had, by orders 
from the Prefidency, detached two thoufand Sepoys, from his garri- 
fon, on the 21ft of November. The Rajah of Tanjore, the Mara- 
war, and the Polygar Tondiman, who had fo freely and fo faithfully 
given aid, in the Myforean war, gave aflurances and was really col- 
leting fome troops *. But the Marawar returned no anfwer +, 
either to the requifitions of the Nabob, or the folicitations of the 
Prefidency =. The Rajah of Tanjore, notwithftanding the late in- 
juries he had fuftained from the French, and the late aid he had re- 
ceived from the Englifh, exprefled himfelf in equivocal terms. To 
overcome his obftinacy and, if pofhble, to rouze his gratitude, Major 
Calliaud was fent, on the 30th of November, 1n a common matf- 
foola, to Tranquebar; from whence he was to proceed to Tanjore, 
““ to convince the Rajah of the impolicy of his indifference §.” 
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Major Calliaud, after having encountered various difficulties and 
overcome many interruptions, arrived at Tanjore, on the 17th of 

ecember. Prior to that oflicer’s arrival, Captain Jofeph Smith at 
Tritchinopoly had ‘* clofely preffed” the Rajah, to furnifh the thou- 
fand horfe requefted by the Prefidency *. But he pleaded the ravages 
committed by the French, as an excufe, and ‘* demanded two hun- 
dred thoufand rupees -+ beforehand;” at length he plainly faid, that 
he thought the Englifh did not care what befel the territories of their 
allies, provided they could defend their own. But as he could not 
alleze this indifference to himfelf, when attacked by the French, he ~ 
cited the unconcern, with which they had fuffered ** that nation to 
take every fort belonging to the Nabob, and even his capital of Ar- 
cot, without making any efforts to protect them;” yet ‘‘ he knew 
the Prefidency had not the means, and with the Nabob’s were loling 
their own revenues f.’ Colonel Calliaud found the Rajah fo pre- 
pofleffed of the decline of the fortune of the Englifh, that he neg- 
lected the cuftomary attentions to himfelf, as their reprefentative ; 
for, inflead of allotting to him a houfe, he permitted him to refide in 
a common choultry, the ufiial receptacle of the meaneft travellers §. 

To add infult to his want of attention, the Rajah permitted the two 
French hoftages, whom he had detained, ever fince Lally’s ineffeQual 
fieec, to depart, as it were, in Mayor Calliaud’s fight. In a conference 
with the Major, he alleged, that he had fufficiently expofed himfelf 
to the referntment of the French, by having already fent three hun- 
dred horfe to the affiftance of the IEnglifh. Yet thefe horfe were not 
furnifhed by the Rajah, but hired in his territories, by the Nabob’s 
agents ||. The Rajah, knowing that Calliaud could raife no money, 


on the credit of the Company, in the prefent gloomy ftate of their 
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affairs, offered four hundred horfe, provided he would difcharge 
their arrears. In vain did Calliaud apply for money at Tanjore, at 
Negapatam and even at Tritchinopoly. The agents, who had 
been accuftomed, in the firft of thofe places, to give money, for bills 
on the Prefidency, were either intimidated by the Rajah, or terrified 
by the untoward afpect of the times. The Dutch of Negapatam, 
though they proffered a loan, took fuch advantage of the ftate of 
things, that they demanded a difcount of 25 per cent. upon bills ; 
and the Shroff at Tritchinopoly “ retracted his promife, and refufed 
to fupply money, upon any terms*.’ But though Mr. Norris, a 
member of the Council, who happened to pafs through Tanjore, on 
his way to Tritchinopoly, advanced ten thoufand pagodas; and, 
“by this fupply obviated the pretexts of delay,” the Rajah broke his 
promife with regard to the horfe f. This difhonourable and evafive 
conduct forced Major Calliaud to quit Tanjore, exprefling at his 
departure his utmoft indignation, which he intended fhould be con- 
veyed to the Rajah’s ears. Terrified by the difguft, refentment and 
abrupt departure of Major Calliaud, he ordered, at length, the de- 
manded cavalry to march; but having, perhaps defignedly, broke 
his promife of paying their arrears, they proceeded flowly, re- 
luctantly and ufelefsly, on their way §. 


The Rajah’s treachery to the Englifh was accompanied by in- 
fults to his fuperior the Nabob. Under the uncertainty of the fafety 
of the fort, Colonel Lawrence had prevailed with that prince, to 
leave Madras, with his family, on the 20th of December. After a 
fhort, but tempeftuous paflage by fea, he arrived at the Dutch fet- 
tlement of Negapatam, on his way to Tritchinopoly. His wife 
had been brought to bed on board ; and had fallen into a dangerous 
illnefs. The retreat of the Nabob, from Madras, under the cir- 


* Orme, vol. it. p. 439. + Ibid. t Ibid. § Ibid. p. 440. 


P cumftances, 


105 
C Hager. 
IV. 


an alte ted 


He fhamefully 
breaks his 
promife. 


He infults the 
Nabob. 


106 


C Hear. 
iN. 


He refufes to 
admithim into 
‘Tanjore, or to 
vifit him. 


But is pre- 
vailed on to 
the latter by 
Calliaud, 


The French 
fit down be- 
fore Madras. 


1769. 
The fiege 
railed, 


Rajah of Tan- 
Jore conpra.- 
tul.tes the 
ficcefs at 


Niadras. 


HISTORY AND MANAGEMENT OF 


cumftances, which attended it, convinced Pretaupa Sing, that both 
he and his allies defpaired of being able to keep the place. The 
Nabob announced by his agent, that he intended to come into the 
city of Tanjore, on his way to Tritchinopoly ; and that he expected, 
as ufual, to be met by the Rajah on the road. But the Rajah, “ ci- 
ther from the malignant pleafure of infulting his fuperior in dif- 
trefs *,” or from his dread of the French, refufed either to admit 
the Nabob into the city, or to pay him the cuftomary vifit, without 
the walls. He paid no attention to the reprefentations of Major 
Calliaud, *‘ who endeavoured to correét his contumacy +.” The 
Nabob, having arrived on the 5th of January 1759, at a village 
within feven miles of Tanjore; Major Calliaud, having vifited that 
prince, went afterwards into Tanjore ; and by exhortations, but 
chiefly by the appearance of his efcort, prevailed on the Rajah, to 
vifit his fuperior in the cuftomary manner f. 

During thefe tranfactions at Tanjore, the French army were pre- 
paring to prefs Fort St. George with a fiege. The operations of 
war form no part of the defign of this efiay. Itis doubtful whether 
the ignorance of the enemy in the fcicnce of attack, or the {pirit 
of the befieged in defence, contributed moft to fave the place. 
The trenches were opened on the 2d of January 17593 and the 
French quitted them with precipitation, on the appearance of a re- 
inforcement, on the 17th of February. In a fally conducted, with 
more fpirit than judgment, the famous Count d’Eftaing was taken. 
The lofs of that active partifan, together with the death of Saubinet, 
an able officer, ruined the exertions of Lally, who fecmed to have 
had nonce of the rcquifites neceffary to conftitute a general, except 
enterprife and courage. The rcpulfe of the French diminithed their 
military reputation and increafed that of the Englifh. The Rajah 
of Tanjore, in fubferviency to this change of fortune, congratulated 


* Orme, vol. ti. p. 439. + Lid. t Ibid. 
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the fuccefs at Madras, with a difcharge of his guns*, The 
Prefidency, encouraged by his profefhons], propofed to him to 
afift them in furprifing the fort of Karrical. But Pretaupa, or 
his minifter in lis name anfwered, that the laf hoftihties of 
the French had ruined his country; that, as the Englith had driven 
the French from Madras, they fhould drive them: allo from Pondi- 
cherry, ‘© when Karrical would fall of courfet.””. The Prelidency 
then requefted, that he would permit beeves to be purchafed in his 
country as provifions for the fquadron §. Regarding this demand, 
as an infult upon his religion, he would not fuffer the interpreter to 
b 


The reinforcement, whofe arrival had induced Lally to raife the 





go on, in reading their letter 


ficze of Madras, rendered the Englifh equal, in number of Euro- 
peans, to the French on the coaft. But the want of bullocks, coolies, 
and other neceffaries prevented their taking the field ull the firft 
week in March 4]. The gallant Colonel Lawrence, worn out by 
the infirmities of age and by difeafe, found himfelf obliged to re- 
linquifh a fervice, in which he had made fuch a con{picuous figure. 
Colonel Draper, the next in command, whofe health was impaired 
by the climate, found himfelf obliged to quit the coaft. Major 
Calliaud fucceeded the firft, in the command of the Company’s 
troops; and Major Brereton the latter, at the head of thofe of the 
king. After fome movements of no confequence, the two armies, 
as it were by mutual confent, remained inactive during the grcateft 
part of the fummer. The Englifh waited for reinforcements ; the 
French were mutinous, for want of clothing and pay. About three 
hundred men having arrived from Europe at Madras, in the begin- 
ning of September, Major Brereton, as commander in chief, took 


* Orme, vole il. p. 465¢ § Orme, vol. ti. p. 465. 
+ Rous’s Appendix, No. V. p. 46. || Ibid. 
f Orme, vol. ii. p. 465. q Cambridge, p. 197. 
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the field; but being repulfed at Wandewafh, he fent the troops into 
cantonment near Conjeveram+. Lieutenant-Colonel Coote arriving, 
in the mean time, from Europe, took the command of the army. 
But the year 1759 clofed, without any action of much confequence 
or great renown. 

The year 1760 opened with an action, which, in its confequences, 
decided the fate of the war on the coaft of Coromandel. The Enghth, 
having taken Wandewafh in December 1759, had revived the repu- 
tation of their arms in the cyes of the country powers ; andthe pof- 
fefion of that place was of fo much importance to the French, 
that they fat down before it in the month of January. Licutenant- 
Colonel Coote, in relieving Wandewath, defeated the whole force 
of the enemy ina regular battle. Having loft near eight hundred 
dead and wounded in the action and left all their cannon and other 
trophies and fpoils of war on the field, they were obliged to fhut 
themfelves up in Pondicherry. Arcot, the capital of the Carnatic, 
fell into the hands of the victors in the month of February {. The 
French, in confequence of their defeat, recalled their troops from 
the ifland of Seringam, near Tritchinopoly, which had been relin- 
quifhed to them, by the regent of the Myfore, in the year 1755. 
The forts of Permacoil, Alamparva, Karical, and feveralt other 
places of ftrength, fell, one by one, into the hands of the Englith ; 
and Lieutenant-Colonel Coote took meafures, in the beginning of 
April, to block up Pondicherry itfelf by land §. 

During thefe tranfactions, in the Carnatic, the Nabob remained, 
in the fortrefs of Tritchinopoly. On the goth of January, he re- 
ceived the news of the battle of Wandewath; upon which he pitched 
his tent, difplayed his great flandard and declared his intention of 


returning to the centre of his government ||. Solicitous to inake his 
t+ Cambridge, p. 256. § Cambi‘der, p, 260. 
t Orne, vole 1 Sage | Orme, vol. po U9. 
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appearance with pomp and figure, he requefted Captain Jofeph 
Smith to go and afk five hundred horfe of the Rajah of Tanjore *. 
The cavalry, which the Rajah had granted, the year before, to the 
threats of Major Calliaud, had returned home, in the month of April, 
without having performed any fervice . After the battle of Wandc- 
wath, changing with the current of fortune, not only the Rajah had 
fent horfe and foot, but even the two Marawars their Colleries to the 
Nabob at Tritchinopoly. But Pretaupa-Sing, with his ufual verfa- 
tility, foon withdrew his troops. | When Smith arrived at Tanjore, 
the Rajah, who either was, or pretended to be, indifpofed, with dif- 
ficulty admitted his vifit. He recommended him to his Dubbeer, 
or treafurer; but that officer, * notwithftanding the late fuccefs of 
the Britifh arms, infifted that the Nabob fhould furnifh the pay and 
the expences.” This, he knew, would be refuled; ‘ and Captain 
Smith returned, without obtaining a fingle horfeman {.”’ 

The blockade of Pondicherry employed the arms of the Englith, 
during the remaining part of the year 1760. NI. Lally, to extricate 
himfelf, from his diftretled fituation, had entered into a treaty with 
the Myforeans, with whom the French had maintaincd a correfpon- 
dence, ever fince the war, they had jointly carried on, from 1752 to 
1755. A revolution had happened in Myfore, by which Lally had 
hoped to proht. Hyder-Alt, 2 Mahommedan partizan, who had 
diftinguifhed himfelf in the fervice of the Rajah of Mytore as a foldier 
of fortune, had found means to become his minifter. Having difplaced 
the uncle of the young prince, he feized the reins of government ; 
but to provide againit a reverfe of fortune, he was anxious to ac- 
quire a place of retreat. Such a place Lally prorifed to procure 
for him in the Carnatic; which, together with other terms, beyond 
the power of the French to fulfil, induced the new regent to fend 
troops and provilions to Pondicherry. But the firft foon failed ; 
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and the latter, with the ufual ficklenefs of Atiatics, retired. The 
town rcduced, at length, to the laft extremity by famine, furren- 
dered at difcretion on the 16th of January 1761 *. 

With Pondicherry, the power of France, on the continent of In- 
dia, expired. Some forts of little confequence, in the center of the 
Carnatic, were garrifoned by French troops; but when the trunk 
was cut down, the branches foon decayed. Thiagur furrendered, 
in bebruary, to Major Prefton, at difcretion; and the almoft im- 
pregnable fortrefs of Gingee could only fecure the honours of war 
to its garrifon, which capitulated to Captain Smith on the fifth of 
April--. The fall of that place terminated the war which had con- 
tinued, with little intermuffion, for fifteen years, between the Eng- 
hth and French, on the coaft of Coromandel. The fame current of 
misfortune had overwhelmed the latter, in every other part of In- 
dia. Their government and commerce were extirpated in Bengal. 
They had loft the northern provinces, which had been their reward 
for the murder of Nazir Jung, the untimely death of his fon Mu- 
ziffer and their fupport of his brother Sullabut, as Subah of the 
Decan. A few military adventurers of their nation had retired to 
Myfore, in purfuit of fortune and fubfiflence ; and thefe, with fome 
trading honfes on fufferance at Surat and Calicut, becaine a kind of 
infult on the former power of the French, by conne€ting its memory 
with misfortune. 

Though the hoftilities, between the Enghith and French Compa- 
nies, had become a part of the war between the two nations, as each 
was affifted by its refpective fovereign, they were both, ftrictly 
fpeaking, but auxiliaries to the rivals for the Nabobfhip of the Car- 
natic. The Englith, at leaft, confidcred themfclves, as only con- 
tending for the legal government, under which they had fo long 
flourifhed {, againft ufurpers, cither created or fupported by the in- 


* Cambritge, Orme, India Papers, pafim. t Governor Saunder.’s Letter to the French 
4 Orme, vol. i. p 733- Depatic., Feb, 15,1754. Cambridge's Ap.p.34, 
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trigues and arms of the French. The former, acknowledging thie 
authority of the Mogul, ‘* from whom they had received Phirmans, 
for their fettlements and trade, and lived under the protection of his 
governors,’ confidered their fupport of his officers neceflary, on 
every principle of juftice and gratitude*. ‘They knew that the fa- 
mily of Anwar-ul-dien were the undoubted reprefentatives of the 
emperor in the Carnatic; and their Prefident {crupled not ta affirm, 


in a public deed, that the French had violated the fundamental laws 
of the country, and had atually rebelled, in oppofing the legal de- 
puties of the empire ++. He fupported the affertion with indifputable 
faéts. Anwar-ul-dien was the acknowledged, undoubted, and legal 
Nabob, when the French killed him in battle, fupporting rebels 
againft his authority. Nazir-Jung was governor-general of the 
Decan, the acknowledged reprefentative of the Mogul, when he was 
aflafiuated, by the intrigues of the French; and they continued their 
rebellion againft the Mogul, in the perfon of his undoubted repre- 
fentative Mahommed Ali, as his rights to his government had not 
only been derived from a legal viceroy, but had alfo been approved 
by the court of Delhi {. 

The French, on the other hand, had uniformly fupported ufur- 
pation, rebellion, and affaflination. Uaving contributed to the 
murder of Nazir-Jung, the lawrul viceroy of the Decan, they raifed 
Muziffer-Jung to the vacant Mufnud. This Suba, whofe only title to 
office arofe from murder, appointed Chunder-Saib, his deputy, mn the 
Carnatic. The ufurpation of Muziffer terminating with his life, fearce 
two months after his elevation, the French created another fidtitious 
viceroy inthe Decan. Under this illegal viceroy, they obtained fome 
provinces for themfelves and difpofed of the governments of others, 
by his illegal commiffions. Notwithftanding the declining flate of 
the empire, and the weaknefs of the prince, who fat upon the throne, 
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the court of Delhi could never be perfuaded to give validity, by 
commiffions, to fuch daring invafions, upon its authority. Upon 
the death of Nazir Jung, his eldeft brother Ghazi-ul-dien was ap- 
pointed governor-general of the Decan; and when that viceroy was 
poifoned, by the procurement of Sullabut Jung, his fon of the fame 
name was nominated to his vacant oflice. The elder Ghazi fent his 
Saneds * to Mahommed Ali, for the government of the Carnatic, 
which were, afterwards, confirmed by the younger Ghazi, as vizier 
The Mogul himfelf, in proof ot his full approba_ 
tion of the appointment, was pleafcd to fend his own phirman to 
the Nabob ; and to order the Englifh to fupport him, againft all the 
enemies of his authority {. 

It appears, by the acknowledgment of the Prefident, aéting in his 
public capacity and negociating a folemn treaty, that the Englihh, 
fettled on the coaft of Coromandel, owned themfelves, on all occa- 
fions, the faithful fubje€ts of the Mogul empire |]. It appears allo, 
that they confidered the French, who were on the fame footing with 
themfelves, with regard to the empire, as actually rebels, on account 
of their oppofing the rights and authority of Mahommed Ali, the 


lawful reprefentative of the Mogul in the Carnatic ~. The infer- 


of the empire. 


ences to be drawn from the whole are, that the Englith were fubjects 
of the Mogul empire; that, as fuch, they acknowledged, fupported, 
and ought to have obeyed the Mogul governor of Arcot; that Ma- 


* «We wrote to the Mogul of the revolu- 
tion, and our attachment to the Circar, and 
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have never been revoked ; from which itis ob- 
vious, thar Nabob Mahommed Allec Cawn’s 
title is juft, and that we have acted according 
to the fundamental Jaws of the country, ’— 
Governor Saunders’s Letter, p. 26, ubt fupra. 

{ Governor Saunders to the French Deputies, 
Feb sgth, 1754, pafim. 
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hommed Ali was that governor; that the war, which terminated in 
the expulfion of. the French, as rebels, was 47s war; and that the 
Company, inflead of being principals in it, were fcarcely allies, as 
Tt muft be 
owned, that they executed, with fo much fpirit and fo effeCtually, 


they only performed their duty, as fubjeéts f. 


that duty, that they deferved every reward, confiftent with their 
original condition and fundamental tenure, in the empire. 

There is, however, great reafon to believe, that the war, which 
was brought to fuch a happy conclufion, by the fpirit of the Britith, 
had originally {prung from the ‘* adherence of the family of Anwar- 
Had the Nabob continued to obferve the 
treaty of neutrality, concluded with the French, in the end of 1746, 
M. Dupleix would not, probably, have had recourfe to a prifon at 
Satarah, to raife a rival, for the government of the Carnatic. But 
when Fort St. David was threatened, in March 1747, the Nabob, 
ftudious to preferve the peace of the province, made preparations, 
which plainly indicated his determined refolution, to fupport the 
Englith intereft, then greatly on the decline, on the coaft. His fon, 
the prefent Nabob, with whom and his brother the French had fet- 
tied the treaty of neutrality, made no fecret of the indignation, 
which the condu& of that nation had excited in his mind*. To 
thefe fources ought, perhaps, to be traced, the extreme animofity, 
which the French exhibited, upon every occafion, againft the family 
of Anwar-ul-dien f. Be that as it will, itis certain, that the pre- 
fent Nabolb afcribed all the fucceeding wars with the French, the 
death of his father, and the ruin of all his fortune and country, to 


ul-dien, to their caufe. 


your highnefs’s prete@ion, as they did under 
that of former Subadars.”,—Pigat to Nabob, 
Aug. 5h, 1753. Vide the fame to the fame, 
June 23d, 1760. The fame to the Begum, 
July iil, 1760. 

* Rous’s Appendix, No I. p. 13. 
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the zeal, which he himfelf had fhewn in favour of the Englith, 
in the years 1747 and 174874. This circumftance occafioned no 
diminution of that gratitude, which he owed to their fuccefsful ex- 
ertions in extricating him and his family, from the difficulties, 
in which they had been involved, by their attachment. 

When the French were inclofed within the bound-hedge of Pon- 
dicherry, in 1760, the Nabob began ferioufly to think of forming 
a new government, or rather a new conftitution, between himfelf 
and his fuccefsful allies. The ravages of the French, Myforeans 
and Marattas ; the public calamities infeparable from a long feries of 
hoftilities; the refractory condu& of Rajahs, Polygars and Kille- 


dars, in not only with-holding their juft tribute, but even aiding the 


enemies of the lawful government, had impoverifhed the country, 
and ruined the finances of the prince. The treafure of Anwar-ul- 
dien had been long exhaufted, by the misfortunes of his family- 
The precarious revenue, irregularly collected, from fuch diftri€ts, as 
had not been entirely ruined, by the depredations, or poffeffed by 
the power of the enemy, had been expended, as foon as received. 
But the late defeat of the French, and the almoft certain profpect of 
their being driven entirely from the country, feemed to promife 
times of tranquillity and profperity, which, with proper manage- 
ment, might fupply the wafte made by a war of near fifteen years. 
On the 13th of June 1760, the Nabob wrote a letter to Mr. Pigot, 
the Company’s Prefident at Madras, containing terms, which, though 
lefs than his gratitude wifhed to give *, were greater than his abili- 
ties. His propofitions were, that twenty-eight lacks of rupees; 
charged upon the grofs revenue of the Carnatic, fhould be paid per 
annum to the Company, tll his debts fhould be extinguifhed: That 
this annual allowance fhould commence, on the t1ith of July 1760 :. 
Vhat, befides the fum mentioned, which was to be patd at Madras, 


{ Nabob’s Letter to Mr. Secretary Pitt, Feb. 1761, * Nabob’s Papers, paffim. 
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the Nabob fhould advance annually three lacks of rupees to the pay- 
mafter at Tritchinopoly, ‘‘ for defraying the expence of the Com- 
pany’s people in that garrifon.” That fhould Pondicherry be re- 
duced, the whole money, due to the Company, fhould be paid, in 
one year, provided the Englifh fhould add a proper force to the 
troops of the Nabob, to bring to account fuch vaflals of the Carna- 
tic, as had with-held their tribute and allegiance, during the late 
troubles *. ‘That, as the fum referved for the expences of his govern- 
ment was the leaft, to which thofe expences could be reduced, he ex- 
pected, in cafe any of the diftri€ts, between Nellore and Tinnevelly, 
fhould either be loft to himfelf, or plundered by the French or Marat- 
tas, the amount of fuch lofs, being fairly and reafonably Yettled, fhould 
be deducted from the twenty-eight lacks, afligned to the Company. 

In return for this large aflignment on his revenues, the Nabob 
declared, that he expe@ted the Company were not to countenance 
the refraGtorinefs of dependents, Killedars or Polygars. That the 
Englith officers, in the different garrifons, fhould not interfere in the 
affairs of the country, nor the difputes of the inhabitants. That the 
Prefidency fhould write to fuch chiefs as depended, by different te- 
nures, on the Carnatic, announcing the prefent agreement. That 
the Company fhould aid, upon requifition, the different renters, in 
the collection of the revenue. That they fhould not employ, in 
their fervice, any perfon in an office of truft, under the Nabob’s 
eovernment. ‘That the Nabob’s flag fhould be hoifted, in the differ- 
ent forts, inftead of that of the Englifh. And to conclude the 
whole, the Nabob defired, that the friendfhip between him and the 
Company fhould be transferred, after his death, to his children and 
continue, as long as Madras fhould remain. Mr. Pigot, in the moft 
explicit manner, agreed to all thefe articles; and declared, “that he 
‘¢ made the agreement, in full hopes, that it will for ever remain 


* Mr. Pigot to the Nabob, June 23d, 1760, Nabob’s Papers, vol. iit. p. 44, 45. 
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‘© firm, and be truly performed by both parties, as long as the Eng- 
*¢ lith fhall remain in Hindoftan. By the blefling of God,” conti- 
nues the Prefident, ‘‘ the Company will never fail to give proofs of 
« their friendfhip and fincerity to you and your family, and will be 
‘© firm in fupporting you and your pofterity, in the Subadary of the 
“¢ Garnate.’ 

Notwithftanding this folemn agreement, the Prefident and Coun- 
cil, foon after, applied to the Nabob, for fifty lacks of rupees, inftead 
of the fum fpecified in Mr. Pigot’s letter of the 23d of June 1760, 
Driven to extremities, by the carneft inftances of the Prefidency, he 
was obliged to borrow money from individuals, to filence the cla- 
morous demands of the government, Hence firft proceeded that 
enormous weight of debt, under which he has ever fince groaned ; 
and, from which he has, now, little hopes of ever delivering 
himfelf. The expences of the fiege of Madras in 1759, he had 
cheerfully undertaken to pay; ‘‘asit was,’”’ to ufe his own words, 
«“ the refidence of his friends.” But thole friends charged him 
alfo, with the expences of the fiege of Pondicherry, as it was 
‘ the refidence of their own enemies.” To this demand he alfo 
agrced, upon condition of receiving the ftores which fhould be taken 
in the place. When the place was taken, notwithfanding their 
agreement, the Company's fervants took the ftorcs to themfelves ; 
but they promifed to allow a certain fum for them, in the Nabob’s 
account. The Prelidency, accordingly, made an allowance in their 
books; but the Court of Directors fent orders to charge again the 
fum allowed, to the Nabob’s account -. 

Soon after the taking of Pondicherry, the Nabob made a requifi- 
tion of the aid of the Company, to bring to reafon thofe dependents 
on the Carnatic, who liad either joined his enemies, during the late 


* Pigot to the Nabob, June 23d, 1760, ¢ Sir John LinSfay’s Narrative, Otober 
ubi fupra. $3, 1770. Secretary of State’s Office. 
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war, or had taken advantage of the public difturbances to with-hold 
the cuflomary tribute. As the Prefidency had, upon every occafion, 
efpecially during the war, which terminated in 1754, owned them- 
felves the fubjeXs of the Mogul empire *, and had fupported its 
authority, again{t the I’rench and “ other REBELS,” it was no matter 
of wonder, that the Nabob, as the reprefentative of that empire, 
eonfidered himfelf entitled to the obedience of all the other depend- 
entson lus government. But though the moft powerful and moft hof- 
tile of thofe dependents were expelled, there were other chiefs and feu- 
datories, who, taking advantage of the late difturbances, had with- 
held the duties of their tcnures, and even fortified themfel ves againft his 
power. The moft confiderable of thofe were the three great Poly- 
ears of the north, Mortaz-Ali governor of Velore, in the heart of 
the Carnatic; and, in the fouth, the greater and leffer Marawarss 
together with the Rajah of Tanjore, more wealthy, and confequently 
more powerful, than them all -. Mortaz-Ali had not only excluded 
ithe authority of the Nabob, from his own government; but had even 
ufurped i title to the Carnatic. The two Marawars, though al- 
ways dependent on Madura, had with-held their tribute and their 
fervice; andthe condud of the Rajah of Tanjore had been fo uni- 
formly evafive, verfatile, and even treachcrous, that it was plain, he 
wifhed for nothing lefs, than the profperity of the affairs of the 
The Nabob, 
therefore, requefted and expected, that the army, after the neceflary 


Nabob and of thofe, who had fupported his caufe. 


repofe, would accompany him, to fubdue by force, or to terrify, 
into reafon, thofe refractory dependents ||. 

The attention of the Prefidency, being turned to other ob- 
jects, they infinuated their incapacity, for undertaking, with effect, 


the expeditions, which the Nabob required. But, in teflimony of 


* Vide Governor Saunders’s Letter to the 
French Deputies, pafim. 
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their fenfe of his decided right to the allegiance, tribute, and feudal 
duties of all the chiefs, from Nellore to Tinnevelly *, and their own 
refolution, upon a proper occafion, to fupport him, in thofe rights, 
they had directed Governor Pigot to write a circular letter to thofe 
chiefs, expreflive of their fentimeats. They informed the Rajahs, 
Hamildars, Killedars, and Polygars, among others the Rajah of 
Tanjore, that ‘* by the blefling of God, the w/o/e country of the 
‘*¢ Carnatic, from Nellore to Tinnevelly -[, 1s fallen under the go- 
** vernment of Mahommed Ah, and is obedient to his Highnefs’s 
“orders. You are, therefore, implicitly to obey his orders and 
‘© commands, which will be for your advantage {.” Governor 
Pigot, in his private capacity, expreffed the fentiments, which he. 
now, enforced, in his public character. In his letter to the Nabob’s 
wife, dated the firft of July 1760, he fays: ‘* The Company has, 
with great pleafure, agreed to all his Excellency’s bufinefs, agree- 
“€ able to his defire; and they moft cordially with profperity to his 
‘“‘ affairs, BEING OBEDIENT TO HIM §.” Having expreffed the 
purport of the general letter to the chiefs of the Carnatic, he fays: 
“ By the blefling of God, the wHoLe Carnatic is entirely and 
“firmly eftablifhed tn the Nabob and his pofterity. As long as 
“the Englifh fettlements remain in the Decan, Bengal, and Hin- 
** doftan, the Company’s people are diligently to ufe their endeavours 
‘* in promoting and affifting the affairs of the Carnatic, in its obe- 
‘* dience to the Nabob, and in maintaining firm friendfhip and re- 
“gard [].” 

The unwillingnefs of the Prefidency, to fend their army, to en- 
force the Nabob’s authority over his vaflals and tributaries, feemed 


* Governor Pigou’s General Letter. Nabcb’s t Pigot’s General Letter, ubi fupra. 
Papers, vol. 1, me 42 § Pigots Letter to the Nabob’s Wife, dated 
+ That is, from the river Pennarto Cape July 1, 1-69. Nobob’s Papers, vol. i. 
Comorin. | Ibid. 
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to have fubfided, in the fummer of 1761. That prince, thcre- 
fore, renewed his requifition of affiftance, in the month of Auguft, 
by laying before them an account of the tribute, which had been 
with-held, from his government, during the late troubles. The 
infamous Mortaz-Aht, who had murdered two princes of his own 
family, and ufurped the title of Nabob of the Carnatic, ftill remain- 
ed in poffeflion of the ftrong fortrefs of Velore. Having, not only, 
refufed his tribute, but even the very fhew of obedience, though 
within a few miles of the capital of the province, he was the firft of 
the refractory vaflals of the Carnatic, who was called to account. 
The reduction of his fort employed, for three months, the exer- 
tions of the army *. As the obftinacy of this dependant, if permit- 
ted to compromife matters, might furnifh a dangerous example to 
other vaflals, the Prefidency refolved, that no terms fhould be 
granted, fhort of abfolute fubmiffion to the mercy of the victors. 
He was, accordingly, reduced; but the trouble and time, which the 
conqucft coft, furnifhed the Prefident with a {pecious excufe }, for 
a change of fentiment, no lefs fudden than it was, at that time, un- 
accountable. 

The Nabob, in his letter in the month of Auguft 1761, had ex- 
plained his claims on the Rajah of Tanjore, as a vaflal of the Mogul 
empire, accountable to him for his tribute and feudal fervices, as 
Nabob of the Carnatic, by the fundamental laws of the empire. He 
faid, ** that Sadatulla Cawn, during his government, had only re- 
ceived annually ten lacks of rupees, from rhe Rajah ; but that his 
nephew Dooft-Ali, who fucceeded htm in the government, obliged 
him to pay ninety lacks at one time. ‘That Sipadar Alt, the fon of 
Dooft-Ali, having, obtained the Nabobfhip, upon the defeat and 
death of his father, in the month of May 1740, not only obliged 
the Rajah to pay eighty lacks, but, upon his continuing refractory, 


* Rous’s Appendix, No. VI. p. 52. fy ibid. p. 53. 
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feized his capital and perfon, placed a garrifon in Tanjore, and gave 
the management of civil affairs to one of his own officers. ‘That 
when the Marattas took Chunder-Saib and Tritchinopoly, in March 
1741, Pretaupa-Sing, recovered, by their means, his liberty and 
government. That, when the Nizam came to regulate the affairs 
of the Carnatic in 1743, Coja Abdulla, whom he had appointed 
Nabob, reccived fifty lacks, from that Rajah. That Anwar-ul-dien, 
who obtained the government, upon the death of Abdulla, fettled 
the tribute, at the annual fum of feven lacks, together with two 
lacks more as prefents and Durbar charges; which was one lack 
lefs, than the Rajah’s predeceffors had paid, under the regular and 
peaceable government of Sadatulla. That, as the Rajah, neglected 
or poftponed the payment of his tribute, Anwar-ul-dien had been 
obliged to march an army againft him, three different times. That, 
the laft of thofe times, the Rajah had amicably’ paid a part of his 
tribute, and granted a bond for feven lacks, to be paid with intereft. 
That the Rajah, taking advantage of the civil wars, had neglected 
for the laft fourteen years, to pay his tribute to the lawful go- 
vernment; but the Nabob, at the fame time, owned that Muziffer 
Jung and Chunder-Saib had reeeived cleven lacks, out of feventy 
which the Rajah had promifed, when they befieged Tanjore*. Asa 
deduétion from the fum due for tribute, the Nabob acknowledged, 
that, during his diftrefs when Tritchinopoly was befieged, the Ra- 
jah had obtained fome exemptions in the arrears, to induce him to 
give heartily his afliflance +. 

If Governor Pigot returned any anfwer to this Ietter, it was 
fuch, as neither the Company {, nor the defenders of his condud&t§, 
have chofcnto lay before the public. Intimidated by the obftinacy 
of Mortaz-Ali or perfuaded by Pretaupa-Sing, he opened the year 


* Rous’s Appendix, No. VI. p. so. J In Rous’s Appendix. 
+ tbid. p. gi. § Defence of Lord Pipot. 
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1762 ||, with a recommendation of negociation, rather than force, 
in fettling accounts, with the “ principal powers,” he fhould have 
faid vaffals, of the Carnatic. As for pitiful Killedars or petty Poly- 
gars, he configned them, without diftinction, to the difcipline of the 
{word ft. But he declared, ** that he thinks it proper to try what 
can be done with the zug of Tanjore, by way of treaty.” In pur- 
fuing this peaceable fyftlem, Mr. Pigot forgot his former profeffions 
and his prefent ftation. ‘Though he actually was, and had owned 
himfelf a fubjye& of the Mogul empire, and confequently promifed 
obedience to the Nabob of the Carnatic *, the legal reprefentative 
of the emperor, he aflumed the fundtions of fovereignty ; and, with- 
out confulting the Nabob, whatever he might have done, with re- 
gard to the Rajah, ftept in between them as a mediator to pre- 
venta war {. Yo explain the nature of the office, thus arbitrarily 
aflumed by Mr. Pigot, a fhort difquifition may be neceflary. 
Though the terms mediator and arbitrator are fometimes indif- 
criminately ufed by writers, who have treated on the law of nature 
and nations, there feems to be an effential difference, in point of 
degree, in their meaning. When two ftates, independent of each 
other, enter into difputes, which may terminate in a war, they may 
cliufe another power, as an umpire to decide their differences ; and 
that umpire 1s properly called a mediator. When two private men 
mutually refer the decifion of their difputes to a third perfon, that 
perfon is rightly named an ardztrator. In both cafes, the’ confent 
of the parties is neceflary, to conftitute not only the power, but 
even the very exiftence of the mediator or arbitrater. This regu- 
lar appointment to the office invefts it with decifive authority ; 
“for every man makes him the fupreme judge of his own caufe, 


| Letter, January 2, 1762. Rous’s Ap- * Governor Pigot to the Nabob's Wife, 
penaix, io. VI. p. 53. July 1, 1760. 
t Ibid. t Rous’s Appendix, No, VE. p. 53. 
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whom he has chofen umpire *.” It muft be owned, that when two 
fovereign ftates quarrel about their refpective rights and pofleffions, 
a third frequently interpofes and endeavours, by authority, by ar- 
cument, and even by intreaty, to bring them to terms of accommo- 
dation. But the interpofing ftate 1s not properly a mediator}. In 
this cafe, the decifion of the felf-created mediator is not binding 
on the parties; as any one of them is at liberty either to accept 
or refufe the offer {. 


Many neceflary qualifications were evidently wanting to Mr. Pi- 
got, to give him a title to the character of mediator between the 
Nabob of the Carnatic and the Rajah of Tanjore. The quarrel was. 
not between two independent ftates. Had that even been the cafe, 
Mr. Pigot was neither an independent prince himfelf, nor the repre- 
fentative of an independent ftate, to give him a colour of right to: 
interpofe. The Rajah wasa tributary, a feudatory, a vafial, to the 
Mogul empire; the Nabob was the deputy of that empire in the 
Carnatic, the mediate power, to whom the Rajah was accountable, 
for his duty to the throne. The !Nabob, finding that the Rajah had 
failed in that duty, had an undoubted right by his office, to require 
the performance of the terms of Is tenure. Should the Rajah’s 
obftinacy render hofliluy neceflary, it could not be called a war, but 
a rebellion, on his part. Should even the demands, made by the 
Nabob, have been unjuft. he was alone aceountable for his condu& 
to the emperor, his fovereign, and not to Mr. Pigot, who was him- 
felf an inferior fubye& to the Mogul. The truth 1s, the Nabob had 
no right, fridtly fpeaking, to diminifh, either by treaty or com- 
promife, the tribute or the feudal duties, which the Rajah owed 
to the empire; and had he even confented to Mr. Pigot’s me- 
diation, the latter, by aceepting that ofiice, would have intringed 


* Adeo fummum quifque caul» fur judicem + Puffendorf, lib. v. cap. 13. § 7. 
facit, quemeunque e'igit. Phin, Nat. flit, Prat. t Ibid. 
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the prerogative of his fovereign*® the Mogul, who was the fole 
judge of the inherent rights of his own crown. Butas Mr. Pigot created 
himfelf a mediator, without the confent of the Nabob, he actually 
affumed the character and invaded the perfonal rights of his fovercign, 
the Mogul ; and committed a fpecies of treafon againft his autho ‘ity. 
But whatever title Mr. Pigot might have had to the oflice 

of mediator, he refolved to exert it, asa matter of right. His ofen- 
fible letters to the Rajah, though encouraging with regard to the 
Nabob’s claims, were couched in terms, which implied that every 
thing depended on the mediator. Jn proportion as the correfpon- 
dence advanced, Pretaupa Sing rofe gradually in the efteem of the 
Governor. This lucky change, in his favour, could not pofhibly 
have proceeded from the elegance of his fentiments; at leaft, not 
from the truth of his affertions t. His account of patft tranfactions, 
in his letter of the ninth of March, is as falfe, as his allegation 
of great merit towards the Naboband Englifh, during the late war f{. 
But he had an agent § at Madras, who it feems explained matters, 
in fuch a fatisfactory manner, to the Prefident, that, in the fhort fpace 
of four months, the latter was induced, no doubt, from a thorough 
conviction of his former miftakes, to contradict his own letters to 
the Rajah. On the 30th of January, he writes to Pretaupa Sing, 
“¢ It will always give me very great concern to be obliged to {pill 
‘© human blood, or forcibly to di/poffe/s any prince of his country ; 
‘*¢ but REBELs muft be punifhed, if they will not hear reafon|}.” 
* The fundamental laws of the country are of the country, and confequently ought to obey, 


to acknowledge the Grand Mogul for firft So- Governor Saunders’s Letter, p. 34. ubi fupra. 
VEREIGN, the Governor-General of the Decan, + Rous’s Appendix, No, VI. p. 56, 57. 


for his reprefentative in that country ; and the + We have already ftated the Rajah's con- 


particular governors appointed bythe Governor- du@, during that period, from the inoft indu- 
Gencral, as holding their authority from him,  pirable authorities 


(p. 33.)—M. Dupieix, in open violence to the eam ¥ 
Sundamental laws of the seein rebelled ag aint SP his was i eee Sambo-}! Punt, well 
Nabob Anaverdy Cawn, the lepal reprefentae 809 0 ue Members cf the Council, as weil 
tive of the Great Mogul; an obedience which *° °° the Prefident. 

you have laid down, as the fundamental laws | Rous’s Appendix, p. 5%. 
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In a letter to the Nabob, dated May 31ft, the Prefident fays, ‘ The 
“ fettling all affairs, in this part of the country, has been left en- 
‘ tirely to you. The prefent cafe is different. /conhider the king 
‘© of Tanjore as a SOVEREIGN PRINCE™.” To this opinion of the 
political character of the Rajah, and the tenure by which he held his 
covernment, Mr. Pigot adds a fpecimen of his own knowledge of the 
law of nations. ‘* [tis acuflom,” fays he, ‘* when ¢cwvo ftates dif- 
‘“ aerce, to callin a THIRD, to judge between them. I offered 
“ myfelf as sucH, and, therefore, the treaty auf? be conducted by 
‘me. ladt as MEDIATOR, the affair cannot, according to cuftom, 
«© be difcuffed in your Durbar fT.” 


Though there is fome impropriety in calling one’s felf a SraTeE, 


the Janguage of the Prefident is truly pRiInCELY, in the preceding 


quotation. The dignity of the diction is not, however, more re~ 
markable than the alteration in the fentiments of the writer, fince 
the preceding year; when he declared, 1n his public capacity, the’ 
Company’s, and confequently his own ‘“* obedience’ to the or- 
ders of the Nabob?t. Purfuing the fame regal language, which: 
the idea of a Mediator fuggefted, the Prefident announced’ 
to the Nabob, that he had chofen an agent, for both, to: 
procced to Tanjore. ‘‘ I defire you,” fays Mr. Pigot, ‘ to give 
“ your inftru€tions to Mr. Du Pré, whom J have appointed to re= 
“ prefent ME.”—At the fame time, that the mediator wrote fo au- 
thoritatively to the Nabob, he ufed the like freedom, with the Rajah 
of Tanjore. Though Sambo-ji Punt had convinced the Prefident, 
that his mafter was a * fovereign prince,” he had negle&ted to ad= 
vanee arguments of ftill greater weight, to fupport his claims. The 
Rajah was, therefore, reprimanded, threatened, foothed, and en- 
couraged; every cxpedient, in fhort, was ufed to induce him to 


* Rous’s Appendix, p. 59. { Vir. Pig t tothe Nabob’s Wie, July 1, 1760, ut fuora. 
+ Ibid. p. 59, 60. § Rous’s Appendix, p. Co. 
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truft his affairs intirely in the hands of the mediator, who failed 
not to imprefs his mind with his own importance. ‘“ My troops,” 
Jays the chiet agent of a mercantile factory, “ are peaceably can- 
“ toned at Chillimbrum, and I fend to you Mr. Du Pre, one of 
** the gentlemen of my Council, to pay y compliments to you, and 


 fontince youror wy reeard™ 


The event fhewed, that the Prefident affumed no greater power, 
than he actually poffefled. The Nabob’s reprefentation of the rights 
of his predeceflors at length convinced him, by its want of fuccefs, 
| In vain he requefted, that the 
difcuffion of a point, which he perceived was to be interpreted againft 
The Prefident was bent on a 


that he could not inforce his own. 


his claims, fhould be poftponed. 
treaty, and a treaty was confequently made. Mr. Du Pré, a gen- 
tleman of addrefs and abilities, had been fent to Tanjore, as joint 
agent from the Nabob and Mr. Pigot. 


gations of both parties, he found that neither was free from error. 


Having examined the alle- 


It was proved, that the Rajah had fallen in arrear, for the tributc of 
many years ; but it alfo appeared, that the Nabob had relinquifhed, 
in his diftrefs, his claim to the {ums payable for ten of thofe years ; 
as an inducement to the Rajah to give his affiftance in the late war ; 
The Nabob affirmed, that 
the Rajahs of Tanjore, had paid annually twenty lacks, during the 
Nabobfhips of Sadatulla and Dooft-Ah. 
his father, the late Nabob, had fettled it at feven lacks, with two 


which, however, he never heartily gave. 


He owned, however, that 


lacks of Durbar charges. Pretaupa Sing, on the contrary. alleged, 
that though large fums had been extorted by force, the ftated and 
regular Peifhcutrfh was no more than two lacks, per ainws, to 
the \ogul, and two to the Nabob of Arcot, as a cuitomary 


prefent f. 
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It is impoffible to reconcile fo wide a difference, in a manner con- 
fiftent with veracity, on both fides. The probability is, that the tri- 
bute was much larger, even in peaceable times, than Pretaupa Sing 
chofe to own. That it was fettled at nine lacks, in the Nabobfhip 
of Anwar-ul-dien, is proved by many perfons in India, whofe me- 
mory extends to the times ||; as well as by public records. The 


fums paid to Sipadar Ali, to Chunder-Saib, to Coja Abdulla, and 
other Nabobs, ought not to form precedents, as they were rather 


fines for difobedience, than arrears of tribute. Befides, when re- 
fractory fubjects in India force the fovereign to have rccourfe to arms, 
he obliges them, when reduced, to pay the expences of the war; 
and thefe fums have frequently been confounded, with the arrears of 
the regular tribute. The revolutions of Tanjore, its being repeat- 
edly conquered by the Moguls, its fituation in the heart of one of 
their provinces, its abfolute dependence on the pofleffors of the reft 
of the Carnatic, with regard to the waters of the Cavery, its ferti- 
lity, its wealth, render it highly improbable, 1f not impofhible, that 
the conquerors of India would accept a fum little more than 40,000l. 
from a country, which yielded annually near a million {. 

But neither thefe reafons, nor the pofitive affirmation of the Na- 
bob, had any weight with the Prefident. To prove how little he fa- 
voured that prince, he entered into a paper-war againft his claims *. 
In his letters on the fubje&, he employed expreffions, no Iefs unfuit- 
able to lis own ftation, than they were degrading to that of the Na- 
bob. On the 20th of September 1762, the treaty didlated by Mr. 
Pigot was concluded ; which, though forced upon the Nabob, as he 
afterwards ated under it, became binding with refpe& to tribute, 
as long as the Rajah performed his part of the agreement. The 
licads of the conditions were, twenty-two lacks, at five different pay- 
ments, as arrears of tribute; four lacks, as Peifcuifh and Durbar 

( Private information, t Avrungzche Letter to Zulpbuk:ar Chan, 1704. MS. 
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charges, to be paid annually in the month of July; the ceffion of 
the diftritts of Cotladdy and Elangad tothe Rajah; and the reftora- 
tion of Trimulrow, the difplaced Killedar of Arni, for whom Pre- 
taupa Sing had interefted himielf f. The Rajah had alfo agreed to 
give five lacks more, as a prefent; but one lack was to be deducted, 
from that fum for his own officers [. The Prefident and Council of 
Madras made themfelves cuarantees, in the following words, an- 
nexed to the treaty: ‘‘ We do hereby promile, as far as in us Nes, 
‘© that in cafe either party fhall fail, in the performance of the arti- 


t ia) 


© cles, he hath thereby undertaken to perform, or any part thereof, 
** we will, to the utmoft of our power, aflift the other party to com- 
pel him, who fhall fail to fulfil his agreement, and to render due 
fatisfaction for his failure therein.’” 

This treaty, when written out fair, was carried by the Prefident 
to the Nabob; but that prince refufed to fubfcribe to terms, to which 
he had never given his confent. Mr. Pigot feized the Nabob’s chop, 
and put it, with his own hand, tothe paper*. M. Dupré, who had 
negociated the terms, was difpatched, with this forced treaty, to 
Tanjore. ‘Though Pretaupa Sing was too prudent to refufe his fig- 
nature, to conceffions fo favourable to himfelf, he Jad fearce affixed 
his feal to the treaty, when he made new demands, which, if granted, 


Lad 
“ 


would enable him to evade the payment of the paltry Peiflicuifh, he: 


had agreed to give. But Mr. Pigot had already done fo much, that 
he could not decently do more. In his anfwer to the Rajah’s 
‘* friendly letter,”’ by the hands of Sambo-ji Punt, he fays: “ [ looked 
** upon the treaty, as tt now flands, to be fo favourable to you, that 
“© I really flattered myfclf, that you would have been. well fatisfied 


+ Rous’s Appendix, No. Vi. p. 79, 80. ther prefent at this tranalion, or were con- 

j (bid. pesee vinced of the :ruth of it froin the incnnte tab'e 

* Nabob to Mr. Palk, Otc ber 8th, 1776. information, given by others us weil as by the 
General Lawrence, Mr. Saurchier, and pare Nabobd ; who made he vy complaints to them 
ticularly Colonel Call and Mr. Palk, were ei- of the Preficent’s conduct. 
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‘ with it, and particularly the article of future Peifhcuifh. I need 
‘ not reeal to your remembrance, the tranfactions of former go- 
‘ vernments; a very flight reflection muft convince you, that in 
‘© this article you are /ighly favoured. [t has coft me a great deal 
“ of trouble to reduce it, to the fum ftipulated, and I fhould be really 
‘© afhamed to afk the Nabob to make any abatement {.” It appears, 
from the paflage cited, that the very man, who made the treaty, 
thought it more favourable to the Rajah, than to his fuperior the 
Nabob. That the Peifhcuith had been reduced, from what it had for- 
merly been; and that Mr. Pigot himfelf was convinced, he had al- 
ready ufed fo much freedom with the claims of the Nabob, that 
“ he fhould be afhamed”’ to encroach further on his rights. 

The Prefidency were themfelves fenfible, that the treaty, which 
had been forced on the Nabob, was fo inadequate to his juft claims, 
that they fhewcd an inclination to excufe it to the Court of Directors; 
in their letter of the gth of November 1762. Inftead of urging the 
right the Rajah had to fuch favourable conditions, they pleaded their 
own inability to bring him to juftice, as their clief motive to the 
treaty. Their want of a fuflicient force, the expence of an expe- 
dition, the danger of raifing other enemies, in cafe of a rupture 
with the Rajah, the incapacity of the Nabob to recover a fingle ru- 
pee, without the aflilance of the Company, were the arguments 
produced, to juftify their condué |]. But what neceflity was there, 
for making any demands, as they own they could enforce none ? 
The Nabob wifhed to poftpone the bufinefs, till a more ft opportu- 
nity. Pretaupa Sing would have been glad to have retained the pal- 
try fum, he advanced. The beft, and perhaps the only reafon, for 
precipitating the meafure, 1s mentioned by the Prefident, that he 
himfelf ‘ had thoughts of leaving India fhortly §.? The event 


} Rous’s Appendix, No. VI. p. 81, 82. y Ebid. 
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fhewed, that neither arguments nor reafons were neceflary, to con- 
vince the Court of Direétors. ‘Vhat refpectable body, with the true 
fpiritof their inflitution, inflead of being anxious about the juftice 
of the tranfadtion, wifhed to partake of its profit. Having under- 
ftood, that im addition to the twenty-two lacks, obtained as arrears 
of peifhcuifh, four lacks had been given, asa prefent, the honour- 
able Court fay, in their letter of the goth of December 1763: 
“© Now if this laft named fum was given as a prefent, it feems as if 
** the Company ought to have it for their interpofition and guarantee 
*¢ of the treaty. We fhall be glad to have this affair explained to 
*‘ us, that we may know the real ftate of the cafe, with refpe& to 
“ that donation.” 

Such is the hifiory of the treaty of 1762, faithfully extracted from 
the papers, which the Court of Directors have publifhed, in juftifi- 
cation of their own conduct. It has appeared, that the Prefidency, 
infead of aiding a friend and ally, in the recovery of his juft de- 
mands upon a vaflal, depending on his government, fupported that 
vaffal, in his refraQory condud, though he had uniformly ated, 
during a long feries of hoftility and public calamity, an undutiful 
part towards his fuperior and had been treacherous to themfelves. 
That, when they ought to have made him pay his proportion of the 
expences of a war, which protected him and his dominions, they 
not only permitted him to “ fit rent-free T,”” but had reduced his cuf- 
tomary tribute, to lefs than one-half of the fum ufually paid, in the 
moft regular and peaceable times. That, though he was bound, by 
the nature of his tenure, as well as the laws of felf-prefervation, to 
ive his afliflance in the war, they allowed him to fet off againft the 
unfettled arrears of his tribute, a kind of exemption, which he had 
extorted from the Nabob in his diftrefs ; and that merely as an in- 


* Rous’s Appendix, No. Vi. p.8s5. Raiah, dated Jan. 3cth, 1762. Rous'’s Ap- 
+ Mr. Pigot’s expreflion, in his letter tothe pendix, p. 55. 
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ducement to do his duty, which he otherwife refufed to perform, That, 
when they flripped {maller delinquents, though poflefling equal rights 
with him by the conftitution.of the country, of their territories, and 
deprived them of their liberty, they foothed, flattered, and favoured 
Pretaupa Sing, more guilty-—but more wealthy than them all. That 
the Prefident, either ignorant of the nature of his ftation, or affuming 
powers, to which he had no title, had arbitrarily taken to himfelf 
the office of mediator, without any authority from the parties, upon 
wile differences he was to decide. ‘That, under this ufurped cha- 
racter, he concluded a treaty, without cither the communication or 
confent of the Nabob ; and that to give it validity, he had forcibly 
feized the chop of that prince, and affixed it to the paper, with his 
own hand, 

But though the treaty of 1762 was evidently forced upon the Na- 
bob, as he afterwards acqmefced under the terms, he was certainly 
bound to pay attention to its due performance on his part*. This 
circumftance neither he himfelf, nor any who has cfpoufed his caufe, 
has ever once denied. The treaty had but two objets, the lhquida- 
tion of paft arrcars of Peifhcuifh, and the fettling the amount of 
the future tribute. The very gentleman, who negociated the treaty 
itfelf, has declared, that it ‘ related only to matters of account },”’ 
and could not ‘ preclude the Nabob from his conflitutional claims [” 
upon the Rajah of Tanjore, as a vaflal and,dependent. The gua- 
rantee of the Company went only to the point of Peifheuifh. “ if 
“ there exifled in Loth, or either of the parties, any orzginal, con- 
“ fitutional RIGHTS, which were not the fubject of the treaty, the 
“Company were not bound,” they had no right, “to interfere §.” 
But, fhould the Nabob demand a greater tribute than thar fettled by 
the treaty, or the Rajah cither neglect or refufe to pay the ftipulated 


* Rous’s Appendix, No. XXII p. 673. { Ibid. 
+ Mr. Du Pié’s Vinaication, p, 10. § abid. p. 11. 
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fum, then the Company, though they had arbitrarily conftituted 
themfelves umpires, were obliged to adhere to their own agreement, 
and ‘* affift the party performing againft the party failing to per- 
“ form” his ftipulation. The enforcement of their guarantee 
might, as it actually happened, lead the Company, as allies or auxi- 
liaries into a war; but whena folemn war is once declared and ter- 
minates in fuccefs, the PRINCIPAL, and vot the ALLY or AUXILI- 
ARY, acquires the property of what he takes from the enemy, and 
that without rule or meafure; fo that he and his ailig ns are to be 
defended in the poffeflion of them by all nations}. 


od 
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Affairs of the Carnatic, from 1762 to the Treaty with 
ETyder Ahi, in 1769. 


Nea ai the taking of Pondicherry, in the month of January 
1761, and the fubfequent fall of the few places of ftrength 
poffeffed by the French in the Carnatic, put an end to the national 
wat in Afia, its flames feemed to acquire additional force in Europe, 
before the end of the year. Spain having fuffered the elder branch 
of the houfe of Bourbon to experience all the calamities, which 
follow unfuccefsful hoftilities, threw its own weight into the fcale of 
France, when the affairs of that kingdom were too defperate to be 
retrieved. The tide of Britith fuccefs, inftead of being flopped by 
this obftruction, in a manner, acquired vigour from refiftance; and 
the new enemy was foon involved in the fame misfortunes and dif- 
graces with the old. 

In little more, than the fpace of a year from the commencement 
of the Spanifh war, a peace was concluded; which fecured to the 
Britifh thofe advantages in IJindoftan, which their arms had acquired. 
In the eleventh article of the definitive treaty, Mahommed Ali was 
acknowledged lawful Nabob of Arcot, and guaranteed, in all the 
rights of that office, by the Britifh and French nations. He was 
the firft Indian prince, except the Nizam, mentioned in the fame 
article, who had ever becu comprehended as an ally, in a folemn 
treaty, between European powers an 


* Vide Tieaty of Paris, Art. XI, 
Three 
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Three years before Mahommed Ali was declared an ally, by the 
treaty of Paris, King George II. had honoured him with that title, 
under his own hand. In a letter of the 21ft of February 1760, his 
Majefly was pleafed to aflure the Nabob of his “invariable and per- 
*‘ manent refolution of continuing firm to all his allies, in every 
‘* part of the world*.’’? Relying on a royal promife, fo folemnly 
pledged, the Nabob requefted, in a letter which he wrote to Mr. 
Secretary Pitt, foon after the taking of Pondicherry, that, when 
peace fhould be made, an article might be inferted in the treaty, to 
In this 


letter he informed the minifter, that he had fupphed the army with 


{ecure the pofleflion of the Carnatic to him and his heirs. 
provifions, during the fiege. ‘That he had prevented twenty thou- 
fand Mahommedans, who had been invited by M. Lally, from com- 
ing to the affiflance of the French. ‘That he had been, for fourteen 
years, connected in their adverfity as well as profperity, with the 
Englifh. That he had aflifted them at Fort St. David, before either 
Mr. Griffin or Admiral Bofcawen arrived. That the misfortunes of 
his family proceeded, from the inveteracy of the French, on account 
of his known attachment to the Englith ; and hence he deduced the 
death of his father, the expenditure of his treafure, and the ruin of 
his country T. 

The treaty of Paris, by guarantecing Mahommed Ah, in the en- 
tire poflefiion of the Carnatic, confirmed in his perfon all the rights, 
with which he was invefted, at the figning of the treaty. The two 
fovereign princes, who were the principals in that folemn ftipula- 
tion, bound themfelves and confequently their fubjeQs, from in- 
vading any one of thofe rights. Every encroachiment, upon the im- 
munities of an ally, as recognized by the contraQing powers, would 
have been an act of hoftility ; an infringement, which might have 


* MS. Copy of the Letter. 
4 Nabob’s Letter ta Mr. Secretary Pitt, Feb. 1761. 


jufhtified 


133 
CH AP. 
VY. 
er | 
The purport 
cf K, George 
II.’s letcer cto 


the Nabob,1in 
1760. 


Nabob’sletter 
to Mr. secre= 
tary Pite in 
1761. 


The treaty cf 
Pai cufim 
the N- bud iss 
ail ose right, 
with which he 
was then ine 
yelled, 


Every ene 
croachment 
On) isjaA yu 
nities by tife 
fu j cis ot cle 
ther cown 


ot 
CHAP. 
.. 


——, 


liable to pu- 
nifhmert, asa 
hich mifde- 
meanour,. 


Servants of 
the Company 
conceal the 
guarantee 
from the Na- 
bob. 


In contempt 
of the pua- 
rantee, they 
feize a part of 
the Carnatic, 


Their pre- 
tence to p*tt, 
not future {ere 
VILCS. 


HISTORY AND MANAGEMENT OF 


juftihed the interference of the party, who had adhered to the treaty, 
in oppofition to the party, by whom it had been violated. A confti- 
tution was formed, for the government of the Carnatic, which the 
fubjeéts of Great-Britain and France were to obferve, at their peril. 
Should either of thefe prefume to invade that conftitution, it was 
the duty of the fovereign of fuch invaders, to bring them to con- 
dign punifhment, and to oblige them to make reparation ; otherwife 
he himfelf became a party, and furnifhed the other guarantee, with 
a juftifiable caufe of war. The fervants of the Eaft-India, Company 
were fo fenfible of the reftraint, which the eleventh article of the 
treaty of Paris had laid upon their avarice and ambition, that they 
induftrionfly concealed its contents from the Nabob, for feveral years. 

Intelligence of the treaty, which guaranteed Mahommed Ali, in 
the ENTIRE poffeflion of the Carnatic, had fearce arrived on the 
coaft, when the Prefidency fhewed their difregard, for the folemn 
flipulation of thetr fovereign, by feizing a confiderable portion of 
his ally’s territories. The expences of the fieges of Madras and 
Pondicherry, together with that of the war in other places, being 
placed to the Nabob’s account, that prince had been involved in a 
heavy debt to the Company. ‘Towards the payment of this debt, 
he had afligned, as has-been already releted, the annual fum of 
twenty-eight lacks of rupees, charged upon his whole revenue. 
Notwithftanding this fettlement, they had demanded near double 
that fum *, in one year, which his country could not affurd to pay. 
Mr. Pigot, the Company’s Prefident, having refolved to return to 
Kurope, in the end of 1763, fhewed an inclination to clofe his go- 
vernment, with a meafure, which, by bringing fome fplendid ad- 
vantage to the Company, might throw credit on himfe!lf--. Me, 
therefore, delired the Nabob to cede a territory to the Company 


* Sir John Lin!fy to the Sccretary of State, O&. 15th, 1770. 
+{ Mr. Pigot to the Navob, June qth, 1763. 
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in Jaghire, as a reward for paft, not as a condition of future fer- 
vices j. 

But before Mr. Pigot made this decifive requifition, he had ma- 
naged matters, with an art, 1f not with a duplicity, unfuitable to 
thofe lofty ideas of political honour, with which the defenders of 
his conduct attempt to adorn his charaGer. Ina converfation with 
the Nabob, at the Admiralty-houfe in Fort St. George, he firft only 
afked for fome villages round Madras; and thefe only, after the 
difcharge of his debt to the Company *. At another meeting 
he rofe in his demands; and afked Conjaveram and other three dif- 
tridts. "The Nabob, after remarking, that from foliciting for vil- 
lages, the Prefident had increafed his requifition to whole countries, 
reminded him of his having ceded, at different times, St Thome, 
Turendaporum, together with the fort and territory of Punamallec ; 
and, that, betides, he had relinquifhed the Peifhcuith for Madras, 
which the Company were bound to pay, by the tenure by which they 
held that place ;. To this Mr. Pigot replied, ‘* that if the four dif- 
‘*< tricts mentioned were given, the Company would be extremely 
** pleafed and obliged to the Nabob, and would ever affift him and 
‘his children with a proper force of Europeans, without defiring 
‘ any thing further. ‘That till the Nabob had cleared off his debts 
“to the Company, the revenues of thofe diftricts, after defrayiug 
‘ the expenccs of the foldiers, fhould be placed to the credit of his 
t ageauntys.”’ 


When the time fixed by Mr. Pigot, for his return to Europe, ap- 
proached, he proceeded f,om ijolicitation to requifition, as has been 
already obferved. “The Nabob endeavoured to obtain, in writing, 
thofe terms, which the Prefident had verbally agreed to grant. He 


t Mir. Pizot to the Nabob, Avguft 13th, } Thad. 
173% § [bid. p. 161. 
* Rous’s Appendix, No, X. p. 160. 
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fent, therefore, the copy of an agreement, containing the terms al- 
ready fpecifed; which he wifhed the Governor and Council to fign, 
prior to their receiving his Sunneds forthe faghire. But Mr. Pigot 
returned the agreement unfigned, with every fymptom of refent- 
ment. This mark of difrefpect was followed, by a fevere letter from 
the Prefident, in which he reminded the Nabob of his obligations to 
the Englith ; and accufed him, in almoft direct terms, of ingrati- 
tude. He told him, that 1t did not become a man, who owed his 
whole country to the Company, to afk any conditions for a part of 
it; ‘for (faid he) they do not take any thing from you; but they 
‘© are the givers, and you are a receiver *.” In confequence of thefe 
threats, the unfortunate Nabob was obliged to iflue unconditional 
Sunneds, for an extent of country, to the annual amount of fourteea 
lacks of rupees t. The utmoft favour he could obtain from his 1m- 
perious vaflals, was the privilege of renting the lands, which he had 
granted away. This he requeited, not from hopes of profit, for 
the fum 1s much greater, than the revenue yiclded by the Jaghire ; 
but merely to preferve appearances, with his own fubyects, by keep- 
ing up a fhew of authority in diftri€ts, which were once his own ff. 
Thefe arbitrary encroachments on the rights fecured to Mahommed 
Ali, by the treaty of Paris, were begun by Mr. Pigot, after he had 
formally announced to the Nabob that treaty, but without mention- 
ing the guarantee |]. 

The news of the treaty of Paris, which arrived at Golconda, in 
autumn 1763, proved fatal to Sullabut Jung, whom the French had 
raifed to the Subahfhip of the Decan, upon the death of his ne- 


phew Muziffer, in February 1751. That weak and unfortunate 


* Mr. Pigot to the Nabob, Aupuft 13th, } Mr. Pigot to the Nabob, June 4th, 1763. 
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prince-having been divefted of his authority, by his brother Nizam 
Ali, had remained, for feveral years, in confinement. As an infult 
upon his misfortunes, the ufurper of his authority had permitted 
him to retain the titles of government. But Sullabut owed this dif- 
tinction and the continuance of his life, to Nizam Ali’s fears of the 
French, who, he believed, were attached to a Subah raifed by them- 
felves. But when he found, that they were excluded, by the treaty 
of Paris, from his part of the Decan, he dipped his hand in his 
brother's blood * ; and, by his murder, fecured himfelf againft any 
revolution, that might be attempted in his favour. 

In the month of October 1763, Mr. Pigot refigned the govern- 
ment of Madras, and returned to Europe. Notwithftanding the fe- 
verity and even injuftice, with which he had treated the Nabob, he 
found means to reconcile his mind before his departure. Having 
offered his fervices in Europe, in the bufinefs of the Carnatic, the 
Nabob furnifhed him with inftruCtions, as his agent, annexing to 
that office an annual penfion of twelve thoufand pagodas--. Mr. 
Pigot was fucceeded in the government by Mr. Palk; a gentleman 
of a milder difpofition than his predeceffor, and confequently more 
fuitable to the temper of Afiatics ; who are furprifed and difgufted 
at the violent fallies of paflion, to which fome Europeans are pecu- 
hharly fubject. 

On the 16th of December, in the fame year, Pretaupa Sing died 
fuddenly at Tanjore. Prior quarrels, with his general, Mona-ji, and 
with his own fon and fucceffor, Tulja-ji, furnifhed a plaufible foun- 
dation for reports, that Pretaupa had not made his exit in the natural 
wayt. But whether the furmifes of murder proceeded from matter 
of fact, or from the character of Tulja-ji, who was thought capa- 
ble of fuch villainy, is a fubjet unworthy of enquiry. In whatever 


* Nabob to Governor Palk, Odtcber 31K, 
1763. 


+ Near soro]. 
t Rous’s Appendix, p. 83, 89. 


A Me manner 


137 


(Ts Oe 2 a a 
ve 


Mr. Pigot re- 
turns to Eu- 
rope, 


He becomes 
agent to the 
Nabob, witha 
falary of near 
sooo |. per 
annum. 


Succeeded by 
Mr, Palk. 


1763. 
Death of Pre. 
taupa, Rajah 
of l anjore. 


Suppofed to 
have been 
murcered by 
h:s fon the 
prefent Rajah, 


a 


139 

C Tien ®’. 
Vv. 

ee 


Pretaupa had 
fhewn no ine 
elination Co 
obferve the 
treaty of 
Ae. 


Neg'edts to 
pay his kifts 
tro the Com- 
pany 


yet afks fa- 
vours,. 


WISTORY:- AND MANAGEMENT OF 


manner Pretaupa came by his death, the complexion of his hfe was 
not calculated to leave regret behind him, when hedied. [aifed by 
a faction, from an obf{cure condition, in oppofition to Shaw-yji, the 
legitimate heir *, who had been expelled, he was deftined to be and 
actually remained a tool, during the greateft part of his government. 
Being by difpofition falfe and treacherous, his natural timidity -—- was 
a kind of virtue, as it prevented him from the commuiflion of dan- 
gerous crimes. He was fucceeded in the government. of Tanjore, 
by his fon Tulja-ji, a young man, much more weak and more pro- 
fligate than his father; who, though not virtuous, had confined his 
appetites to common vices. 

Though Pretaupa Sing had been fo much favoured, in the treaty 
of 1762, he fhewed no inclination to be punétual, in obferving the 
terms. 
rears of tribute to the Nabob, had been transferred to the credit of 
that prince, in the books of the Company. But the fecond kift, 


The twenty-two lacks, which he had agreed to pay as ar- 


which was payable in April 1763, could only be extorted from him 
in Auguft, by the terror of the troops, marching to the fiege of 
Madura, who were ordered to ftop in the neighbourhood of Tan- 
joret. Notwithftanding this reluétance, in the performance of his 
part of the treaty, Pretaupa did not fail to afk new favours from 
the Prefidency. He reprefented, that ‘* the river Cavery fhould be. 
‘© fwelled, that his country fhould be thereby cultivated to produce 


‘‘ money to pay off the debts.” He affirmed, that ‘‘ even the 


‘« Soucars |] feemed unwilling to lend money ;” as the river Cavery 


was not diverted from falling into the Coleroon, by its natural 


* Vide p. 68. This Shaw-ji, or Sahu-j1, 
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2 courfe, 


trouble, and threw him into a dungeon, Orme, 
vo]. 1. 

+ Orme, vol. ji. 

t Rous'’s Appendix, No, XIII. p. 189. 

|| Indian Bankers. 
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courfe. But, continues he to Mr. Pigot, ‘I depend on your ho- 
“* nour’s friendfhip, which I have procurREp in every refpeat*.” 

Though Mr. Pigot had exhibited every mark of a partial friend- 
fhip for Pretaupa, in the treaty of 1762, he had neglected one fti- 
pulation in his favour, which left his country much in the power of 
his fuperior, the Nabob. The river Cavery, after traverfing the ex- 
tenfive country of Myfore, falls through the mountains, which fe- 
parate the two coafts, into the Carnatic; and, about fix miles to the 
north-weft of Tritchinopoly, divides its ftreams between two chan- 
nels. The northern branch afluming the name of Coleroon, falls 
into the fea at Devi-Cotah f; but the fouthern branch, retaining 
that of Cavery, feparates itfelf, about twenty miles to the caftward 
of Tritchinopoly, into feveral large branches, which, pafling through 
the province of Tanjore, give its fertility to that country {. The 
fireams of the Coleroon and Cavery form, by their feparation, the 
land of Seringham, famous for the pagoda, from which it derives 
its name. The banks of the two rivers, for fome miles above and 
below Tritchinopoly, ‘‘ are in no part two miles afunder, in many 
“ {carcely one: and at Coiladdy, a fmall fort fifteen miles to the 
“ eaft of Tritchinopoly §,” the ftream of the Cavery was certainly 
intended by nature, to rejoin the Colcroon. But a mound of 
a confiderable length had been anciently ereéted, to prevent the 
{treams of the two rivers, from uniting again. The waters of the 
Cavery prefs, in their natural courfe, upon this mound with fuch 
force, that it requires almoft conftant repairs. As the boundaries of 
Tanjore never extended to within many miles of the bank, that 
country muft have depended, from all antiquity, on the government 
of Tnitchinopoly, its neareft nei¢hbour. 


* Rous’s Appendix, No. XIII, p. 187, f'Orme, VOR pen77. 
188. § [bid. . 
+ Lawrence’s Narrative, p. 17. 
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The treaty of 1762, between the Nabob and the Rajah, had been 
confined to one object, the amount of the future Peifhcuifh, to be 
paid by Tanjore *. The Prefidency, who had made themfelves gua- 
rantees. of that treaty, had no right to interfere in any other dif- 
putes, between the Nabob and Rajah; nor to become arbiters, with 
regard to the conffitutional right of the Carnatic over Tanjore f, 
‘+ TiAT was a matter (fays the very gentleman who negociated the 
“ treaty itfelf) which had not been thought of, in fettling the treaty 
“ of 1762 $.” Pretaupa Sing, notwith{tanding, feems to have made 
the reparation of the mound, in fome meafure, the condition of 
paying the kifts, which the treaty had direéted him to pay to the 
Company. Mr. Pigot, willing to favour him, wrote repeated let- 
ters to the Nabob, in the ftrongeft terms §. But, upon examina- 
tion |], even Mr. Pigot found the Nabob’s right to the mound, fo 
decifively eftablifhed, that he entirely dropped every requifition, on 
that head {. It-appears, that Pretaupa Sing himfelf acknowledged 
the right to be vefted in the Nabob |, and that all the different de- 
puties, appointed by the Prefidency to cxamine into the fubjcct, 
made their reports, that the right of repairing the mound exifted in 
the Nabob alone, as Soubadar of the Carnatic. 

The Nabob, who had no reafon to be fatisfied, with the treaty, 
which had been forced upon him, in 1762, fhewed no inclination, 
to-relinquifh any of his rights, which ftill remained, to gratify the 
Rajah of Tanjore. Pretaupa Sing, who was neither a ftranger to 
his own want of right.to the mound, nor to the Nabob’s feelings, 


®-Vindication of the Government of Fort 
St. George, relative to the expedition again 
Tanjore in 1773. By Jofias Du Pre, Lf. 


Governor and Council in Mey 1763, to exa- 
mine into the fubject, made his report entirely 
in favour of the Nabob. Rous’s Appendix, 


p. 28. p+ 2CQ. 
t Mr. Du Pre’s Vindication, p, 28. g }bid. _ 
4 Ibid, 


+ Letter from the Rajah of Tanjore, er tered 


in Country Carrefpondence, No. LXI}. March 
2aft, 1763. 


§ Rous’s Appendix, No. XH. p. 209. 
\ Mr. Newton, who was appointed by the 


6, On: 
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on that fubject, propofed an interview, which took place in autumn 
1763. The Rajah, in the moft fubmiffive manner, acknowledged his 
faults. He folicited the Nabob’s forgivenefs, for his not having paid 
him the proper refpect, when he landed at Negapatam in 1758 ; and 
for refufing him admittance into the fort of Tanjore. He begged 
his pardon, for his invafion of the diftricts of the Marawar, in ex- 
prefs oppofition to the injunctions of his fuperior; for his affifting 


Ufoph Chan in his rebellion; and for all his paft offences. He pro- 


mifed, that in future neither himfelf nor his fons fhould do any. 


thing difagreeable to the Nabob. That, inftead of aiding Ufoph, 
he would take the whole burden of the war againft him, on himfelf. 
That he would join the Nabob, ‘ both in body and foul ;” and that 
he would confider the Nabob’s enemies as his enemics, his friends 
as his friends. Thefe declarations ‘“‘he confirmed with an oath, a 


‘¢ ftronger than which, in his religion, cannot be taken *.” 


The Nabob- was fo well pleafed, with the fubmiffive conduct of 
Pretaupa, that he forgave him the fum of four lacks of ‘Trivambore 
rupees. He alfo agreed to make fome repairs on the mound; though 
he uniformly declared, that the diverting all the waters of the Ca 
very, into the province of Tanjore, was extremely difagreeable to 
his owa people f, as the flat country to the eaft of Tritchinopoly 
would be thereby overflowed {. But when Tulja-ji affumed the 
government, he demanded as a right, what his father had requefted 
as a favour. Inftead of flattering the pride of his fuperior, by ap- 
plications to-him in perfon, he wrote abufive letters, concerning 
that prince, to the Prefidency of Madras §; defiring them to lay 
their commands on the Nabob to repair the bank. The Prefidency, 
who had uniformly paid great attention to the government of Tan- 


t Ibid. 
§ Ibid. paffim. 


*-Rous’s Appendix, No. XII. p. 196, 
197. 
pIbid. p. 209.. 
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jore, ever fince the negociations about the treaty of 1762, vehe- 
mently preffed the Nabob |], who was incapable of thofe “ winning 
ways,” which had rendered the Rajah fo VALUABLE an ally and fo 
great a favourite. The Nabob, confcious of his own rights, and 
how little the Rajah contributed towards the general defence, cx- 
prefled his unwillingnefs, but complicd. Befides, the reluctance, 
with which he was brought to confer favours upon a man, who had 
added infult to injury, the Nabob had a political reafon, for defer- 
ring the repairs of the bank. The Rajah’s afliftance was wanted 


for the fiege of Madura; and he knew that nothing, but neceflity, 


would induce him to perform his duty to his fuperior *. 


| Rous’s Appendix, paflim. 
* Extraét of Minutes of Confultation, 28h 
April 1777. 

As the Honourable Court of Direétors, in 
their feparate letter per Grenville 12th April 
1775, order the Rajah of Tanjore to be re- 
Rored to the full and entire poffeffion of his do- 
minions as he'd by him in 1762, withont in- 
fringing the rights of the Nabob of the Carna- 
tic ; and as it appears from the Jetters mentioned 
hereafter from Rajah Pretaub Sing, as well as 
the opinions of this Government fubfequent to 
the conclufion of the treaty of 1762, that the 
right of repairing or amending the Annacutta 
was then acknowledged to be veited in the Na- 
bob. Refolved, itis the opinion of this Board, 
that this rizht doth exift in the Nabob alone, as 
Soubahdar of the Carnatic, and that the Ra- 
jah of Tanjore is not to begin, or carry on any 
repairs whatever, unlefs permitted to do fo by 
the Nabob. That agreeably to the Nabob’s 
requeft, the people fent by the Rajah of Tan- 
jore to the Annacutta fhould be forthwith re. 
called, and that the Rajah be informed, it ap- 
pears from the Company’s records, as well as 
from his father’s Pretaub Sinp’s letters, that he 
has no right to repair the bank, unlefs privi- 
lepeJd fo to do by the Nabob. That the Rajah 
of Tanjore be alfo informed, the Nabob hath 


To 


granted permiffion for the repairing the Anna- 
cutta at our defire, and will fend orders to his 
Amildar at Tritchinopoly to give every reafon- 
able affiftance, that it may be put in the fame 
ftate it was during the life of Pretaub Sing. Re- 
folved alfo, as this has been a fubject of con- 
ftant difpute between the Nabob and the Rajah 
of Tanjore, that the following references to the 
Records be inferted on this day’s Confultation, 
to fhew at one view to the Honourable Court 
of Directors, that the right now claimed by the 
Nabob, has ever becn admitted ; but that this 
Board have at all times confidered it as a matter 
of great moment, that the Annacutta fliould be 
repairec whenever the banks were broken down 
or wafhed away. 

The Prefident is dire&ted to acquaint the Na- 
bob of the proper fenfe the Board have of his 
acquiefcence to have the Annacutta repaired, 
agreeably to our requeft to him on that head. 


Confultet'an z1ft March, 1763. 

A letter is read fron: the Rajah of Tanjore, 

entered in Country Correfpondence, No. LXII. 

requcfting the Board would defire the Nabob to 
permit ‘ him to amend the bank.” 


Confultation rgth April, 1753. 

A letter is wrote from the Board to Mr. 
Newton, ordered on a furvcy of the Annacutta, 
a 
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The 
city of Madura, with the province of the fame name, being depen- 
dent on Tritchinopoly “, fell into the hands of the Moguls, when 
they conquered the laft mentioned province. During the captivity of 


To explain this fubje&t, we muft recur to former times, 
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Chuder-Saib in the capital of the Marattas, Madura, with the reft of !ph Chan,. 


the Carnatic, became fubje&t to the Nabob Anwar-ul-dien. When Chun- 
der-Saib, in the revolution in favour of Muziffer Jung, affumed the 
title of Nabob of Arcot, Madura was feized by Allum Chan f, one of his 
adherents; but the power of that officer declining at the death of his 
patron, the Nabob recovered the city, and placed his brother Mapheus 
Chan in the government. Mapheus Chan was fucceeded, in the 
year 1759, by Moodally £; and he, in June 1760, by Ufoph Chan, 


“ 


* the Board being defirous to procure for the 
* King of Tanjore the liberty he defired, if it 
*« might be dove without prejudice to the Na- 
wee SFelne 


Confultation 8th May, 1763. 
A letter 1s read from Mr. Newton on the 
fubjedt of the Annacutta, 


Confultation 16th April and 14th May, 1764. 

A minute of confultation, and letters from 
the Nabob and the Rajah of Tanjore, together 
with a reprefentation from the Tanjore Vac- 
quiel on the fubject of the Annacutta. 


Confultation 24th May, 1764. 
A letter is wrote to Mr. James Bourchier, 
ordered on a furvey of the Annacutta, wherein 
the Board fay, ‘* Phe King hath probably re- 
** quefted more than the Nabob can grant 
‘© without endangering his own country; and 
the Nabob is perhaps too tenacious of his 
own privileges, to comply with the King’s 
“ requelt, as far as in reafon he ought.” 


nm 


$ 


a 


ral 


Confultation 24th July, 1764. 

A letter is read from Major Campbell, 

wherein he fays, ‘* The Nabob has fent orders 

‘© to his fon, to repair the banks of ihe Ca- 

“* very immediately, and in fuch a manner that 

‘* the King of Tanjore will have no reafon to 
¢ find faule with it.” 


at 


Confaltation 2d Auguft, 1764. 
A letter is read from Mr. James Bourchier, 
Gefcribing the breaches of the Annacutta. 


Confultation 24th Auguft, 1564. 

A letter is read from Mr. James Bourchier, 
wherein he fays, that ‘* a meffage from the Na- 
** bob confirmed what he had all along fufpect- 
‘ed, that though the Nabob had given his 


‘** confent to make the repairs the Board re-- 


‘* quired of him, nothing was more diftant 
‘* from his intention than the performance of 


4? ite” 


Confultation 28th January, 1765. 
The Prefident acquaints the Board, that he 
had with fome difficulty prevailed on the Nabob 
to permit the hing of Tenjore to repair the 
breaches in the Cavery, and the Annacut near 
Malore. 
(A true Extract) 


R. J, Sutivan, Secretary. 


* Jefuit’s Letters, vol. ii. 

+ Orme, vol. 1. p. 169. 

t Sir John Lindfay’s Narrative. ‘Tetarapa 
Moodally, :enter of the Tinnevelly and Ma- 
dura countries, found means to obtain Mr, 
Pigot’s private friendfhip; but he behaved fo 
il! in his office, that it was found impoffible to 


fupport. 
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at the preffing inftances of Mr. Pigot, then Prefident of Fort St. George, 
The Nabob, no ftranger to the ambition and treacherous character 
of Ufoph, remonftrated in vain. The Prefident infifted, that he 
fhould have the government, at a very {mall rent; for the payment 
of which he himfelf pledged his faith §. Whatever reafon Mr. 
Pigot might have had for his predilection in favour of Ufoph, it ts 
certain he interefted himfelf in his favour, with all the warmth 
and zeal of a friend ||. Not content with extorting the government 
of Madura for him from the Nabob, the Prefident provided him 
with arms, guns, and ammunition; which, as there were no enemies 
then in the country *, fcem to have been deftined againft his mafter. 

Ufoph Chan was a fellow of mean birth, but pofleffed courage 


and all the adtivity neceffary to conftitute a bold partizan. He 


fupport him long, in his public capacity. He ‘* Honourable Sir, to fettle my affair in good 
was, therefore, obligcd to give way to Ufoph ‘* tim, for IT am quiet ruined, and have no 
Chan, another friend. “* other friends atall. Conclude this with my 
§ Ibid. But he never paid any rent. ‘ kind refpect, wifhing your good health & 
lj The original Letters, of which the fol- ‘‘ fuccefs in all your undertaking. Believe me 
lowing are copies, are now in London: ‘* to be always with duc refpest, Hon. Sir, 


“© To the Hon. George Pigot, Efq; Prefident I am your moft obedient humble 


and Governor of Fort St. George. & obliged Servant, 
(Signed) Manomupb Esour Cawn.” 


“© Floncurable Sir, 


‘* This moment I received a letter from An- Mr, Pigot to the Nabob, inclofing the above. 
“ jango, advifing, that the 4th inftane arrived “6 Sir 
ee eeu iee Angland 5 ‘* T fend you a letter I have received from 
** moths agoe ; the Norfolk 74 guns, and Pan- ** Ufoph Cawn, which muft fatisfy you he isa 
cs ther Go gun, fad of men. And fome friends gocd man, as the contents fhew that he fears, 
‘*¢ mine wrote mc tie nams of the Governor and without a friend to recommend him to you 
: | 


° Corus Macras. ‘* he isruin’d. He is as good a man as Mr. 
Sereno, ‘¢ Smith I will anfwer for it; and if he wants 
John Smuh, ; ‘‘ arms they are to defend your country and 
“© Charles Bourchicr, ** add to your honour. If } can procure him 
‘© Dawfone Drake, «any, he fhall have them, and! will anfwer 
** John Andrews, * for his beirg a good fervant to you. Iam, 
- Herry Vag fttare, * with the greateft regard and citeem, Sir, 
** Richard Fairfield, Your moft obedient fervant, and 
** Samuel ardly. affured friend, 
‘© Realy Iam very forry to hear, but I mut (Signed) Georce Picor.. 
*¢ think row that my great misfortune; hope 
‘¢ to hear the news to the contrary, and beg, * Sir John Lindfay’s Narrative. 


owed 
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owed his rife, like fome greater men, to accident. Having cn- 
eraved the Company's arms on a gold plate, he fufpended it from 
his neck; and the Prefident, ftruck with the fancy, ordered an in- 
{cription to be put, on the other fide, mentioning his merit and 
valour in war. Ufoph had diftinguifhed himfelf, as a good fol- 
dier, on various occafions; and his gaining the fupport and friend- 
fhip of Mr. Pigot, was a proof of his being a good politician. His 
breaking out into an open defiance to the Nabob’s authority, fo foon 
after his taking pofleflion of his government feems, however, to have 
been a little repugnant to the latter character. Though the rent, 
which he had engaged to pay, had been rendered * extremely eafy,” 
by the influence of Mr. Pigot, he neglected, from the beginning, 
to remit even that ‘‘cafy rent” to his mafter. A condudt fo glaringly 
obftinate could not, publicly, be fupported. The Prefidency, there- 
fore, found themfelves obliged to affift the Nabob in reducing to 
obedience a fervant, whom they had fo lately and warmly recom- 
mended f. An expedition was undertaken againft him, in the year 
17633; but the troops being ill provided, either through defign or 
accident, with proper implements for a fiege, the periodical rains 
forced them to quit the trenches ff. 

Though Ufoph depended much upon the influence of his friends 
at Madras, he was not negligent in fecuring other friends The 
firft, the moft eager, fincere and powerful of thofe friends was 
Pretaupa Sing, Rajah of Tanjore. This approved ally of the 
Englifh and faithful dependent of the Nabeb of the Carnatic en- 
tered into a correfpondence with Ufoph, and foftered thofe feeds of 
rebellion, which that refra€tory chief had fown. He advifed him 
not to go to Madras, when his prefence was required at that plice ; 


+ Rous’s Appendix, No. Xi, Sir Johan bufinefe, Ele did wor alcribe the wares f fuccels 
Lin ifay’s Nirrative. t- accident. Bit itwadl! heave been c¢ uel ta 

t Rous’s Appendix, No, XMI. The late ha e delerted an c/a friend in bis dif efs. 
General Monfon knew a creat deal wbout this 
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for, faid he, “ the bad man,” meaning the Nabob, “ gives advice to 
the Englith, to which point we fhould attend §.” He mentioned 
that the treaty of 1762 ** was nothing more than a name |j.” That, 
fhould the Englith fail to order the Nabob, to permit the mound of 
the Cavery to be repaired, that he would fend his troops to the 
place and expect the affiftance of Ufoph*. Thefe aflurances were 
fent to Pretaupa, much about the time that he took the moft 
SOLEMN OATH appointed by his religion, that he would ‘* take the 
‘© whole of the war againft Ufoph upon himfelf and join the Nabob, 
‘ both body and foul, and would look upon his enemies and friends 
“ as his own t+.” But notwithftanding the folemnity of his oath, 
Pretaupa feems to have adhered, with a kind of mental refervation, 
to the interefts of Ufoph. That chief had informed him in a letter, 
‘ that, by the bleffing of God, the French fquadron would foon 
‘“ arrive;”? and, faid he, ** they confider your proteCion as their 
‘so fwrtt object £.” 

The death of Pretaupa Sing only deprived Ufoph Chan of one 
friend, to give him another in the perfon of his fon Tulja-ji. The 
firft care of that PRINCE was to fecure to himfelf the undifturbed pof- 
feffion of the government, by cutting off the LEGITIMATE branches 
of his own family. Before he extended, as was believed, his hand 
to his father’s life 4], he murdered his coufin, the fon of Nauzee, 
whom Pretaupa had kept a ftate-prifoner. Soon after his accef- 
fion to the governinent, he fent emiffaries into the territories of the 
Nabob, who killed ‘* Gatica and two of his relations|.” The un- 
fortunate Gatica, who was deftined to terminate a life of calamity, 
in a death of violence, was the fame perfon, whom M. Lally found 


§ Pretaupa Sing to Ufoph Chan. Country t Ufoph to Pretaupa Sing. Country Cor. 
Correfpondence. India Houfe, O&. 1764. refpondence, 1764. 


This letter was written early in 1763. § Separate Letter from the Prefident and 
| Ifoph Chan to Pretaupa. Ibid. Council. March 28, 1764. India Hi ufe, 
* Ibid. 4 Rous’s Appendix, No, XIII. p. 198. 


-+ Rous’s Appendix, No. XII. p. 197. 
prifoner 
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prifoner in Fort St. David, when he took that place in 1758. He 
was uncle to the wretched Shaw-ji, lawful Rajah of Tanjore, whofe 
interefts and liberty, the Prefidency, in a manner, fold to Pretaupa 
Sing, in the year 1749. Shaw-ji, having made his efcape from the 
hands of the Prefidency, the unhappy Gatica, was confined in his 
place *. But fate referved his life till the year 1764, to fall by the 
dagger of Tulja ji T- 

When Tulja-ji had rid himfelf of every caufe of domeftic fear, 
he turned his eyes towards his allics abroad. Upon receiving a 
letter from Ufoph Chan, who was, now, befieged in Madura, he 
returned an anfwer, in which are the following remarkable words : 
‘¢ Tam convinced that you heartily wifh for my profperity, which 
‘is near at hand. You wrote me, that I fhould not delay my 
‘* afliftance to you. You need not, my friend, write often to me 
*< on this fubject; fhould any thing happen, I will, with all my 
“ troops, join yours immediately without fail {.”’ At this very in- 
ftant, fome of his troops were in the camp of the befiegers of Ma- 
dura. But that circumfiance would facilitate the performance of 
his promife to Ufoph, fhould any reverfe of fortune happen to the 
arms of the Nabob and the Company. Tulja-ji and his father 
permitted, or rather ordered, a body of French, who were in the 
fervice of Tanjore, to join Ufoph Chan. Unfortunately for that 
chief, M. Marchand was one of the number. This man feized his per- 
fon and delivered him to his enemies. ‘This event happened in the 
month of O&tober 1764.§. The war coft much blood to the Eng- 
lifh, and more than a million flerling to the Nabob ||, befides the 
lofs of the revenue, which Ufoph had with-held §. 


* Orme, vol. it. || The Nabob was at the uhole expence, 

+ Rous’s Appendix, ubi fupra. except the [uropean foldiers, who were paid 

t Tula-ji to Ufoph Chan, Country Cor- out of the revenue of the Javhire., Sir John 
*refponcence, 1764. Lindfay’s Narrative. 

§ Rous’s Appendix, No. ATT, p. 208. © S:r John Lindfay’s Narrative. 
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Tulja-ji exprefled himfelf, in a letter to the Prefident of Fort St. 
George, with peculiar /eeling, for his unfortunate friend = ‘* I re- 
“ ceived,” fays he, ‘ advice from Madura, that the PERFIDIOUS 
“ wrReETCH was feized, and the fort taken; thts gave me in- 
“ exprefhible joy. | have offered my prayers, night and day, to 
‘© God, and it hath now pleafed his Divine Majefty to grant what 
‘was my defirey.” But neither the exemplary misfortunes of his 
ally, Uloph Chan, nor any gratitude for the favours or fear of the 
arms of the Englifh, who had made themfelves guarantees of the 
treaty of 1762, could induce the Rajah to perform, with any 
pundtuality, hig part of the treaty. ‘Though his country yielded 
annually near a million fterling ft, two terms had elapfed without 
his paying the ftipulated Kifts to the Company §. ‘This conduct 
was the more inexcufable, that the Nabob had relinquifhed four 
lacks of the tribute, in confequence of his promife to Pretaupa 
Sing, at their laft interview ||. 

The taking of Madura, in the end of 1764, only reftored the 
Carnatic toa temporary repofe. In the beginning of 1765, Nizam 
Ali, who had acquired by the murder of his brother, Sullabut, the 
title as well as power of Subah, entered that province with a great 
army. With a deftruative fpecies of war, he laid wafte the open 
country, without deriving any confiderable benefit, from his inhu- 
manity. He fubjected every place, through which he directed his 
march, to fire and fword ; and fuch unfortunate perfons as had efcaped 
the latter were only referved for flavery. The ravages, which he had 
committed, joined to the heat of thie feafon, for it was now the middle 
of April, reduced his army to great diftrefs for want of provifions 
and water. Colonel] Campbell, who then commanded the joint forces of 
the Nabob and Company, having marched from Arcot, came in fight 


+ Rous’s Appendix, No. XII. p. 211. § Rous's Appendix, No. XIII. p. 198. 
Jt Ibid. p. 198. (' Ibid. 
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of the cnemy, at the Pagoda of Tripetti; but when the Colonel 
was preparing to attack Nizam Ali, in his camp, that Subah fud- 
denly decamped, and marching near forty miles, in one day, eva- 
cuated the Carnatic, by the way of Collaftria and Nellore *. 
During thefe tranfa€tions, Lord Clive arrived at Madras on his 
The condué of Nizam Ali, 
tozether with the expediency of poffeffing the whole coaft, from 
the boundaries of the Carnatic to thofe of Oriffa, induced his Lord- 
fhip to procure, from the Mogul, a Phirman, for thofe countries, 
which are diftineuifhed by the name of the Northern Circars. Thefe 
provinces, like moft others in the Decan, were chiefly poffeffed by the 
native Rajahs and Polygars, in fubordination to the Mogul viceroy, 


way to his government of Bengal. 


to whom they paid a ftated annual tribute. There were, however, 
many diftricts fubje& to temporary renters; and the whole was 
eoverned by a deputy appointed by the Nizam.  Anwar-ul-dien, 
the father of the prefent Nabob, had executed that office, with fuch 
juftice and reputation, for thirty years, that his family were ftill 
very popular in the country. Many of the Zemindars had owed 
their rife to Anwar-ul-dien; and not only they, but all the inha- 
bitants and hufbandmen, had expreffed their wifhes, that his fon 
might obtain the command of the provinces {. Sullabut Jung had 
offered the government of the Circars to Mahommed Ali during 
the French war, to detach him from the Englith caufe; and he 
renewed the fame offer, when he quarrelled with M. Buffy at Hy- 
drabad. Even Colonel Forde, when he took Maffulipatam, figni- 
fied the propriety of the Nabob’s taking charge of the Circars; but 
all thefe offers he declined to accept, without the exprefs approba- 
tion of the Prefidency §. 


* Sir John Lindfay’s Narrative. 


+ Nabob to Mahommed Nazib Chan. § Ibid. 
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Lord Clive, who had been uniformly attached to the Nabob, did 
not forget the interefts of that prince, when he obtained, from the 
Mogul, the northern provinces for the Company. He procured 
from the emperor Shaw Allum, Sunnuds, dated the 12th of Auguft, 
1765 ||, rendering the Carnatic independent of the viceroy of the 
Decan. His Lordfhip, at the fame time that he tranfmitted the 
Sunnuds, feems to have infinuated his wifh to raife that prince to 
the Subahfhip itfelf, fhould it be found neceflary to expel Nizam 
Ali, in the war which was likely to arife between that prince and 
the Company, for the northern Circars. The Nabob excufed him- 
felf, from accepting the offer, by declaring that ‘ the Decan was 
“‘ too great for him to defire to have the charge of its government”™.”’ 
He at the fame time aflured Lord Clive, ‘* that he was perfectly 
‘* fatishied with his Lordfhip’s fending him the Phirman of free gift 
‘© of the Carnatic, which he had been pleafed to obtain for him, 
‘* from the emperor of the Moguls 7.” 


To enforce the Mogul’s Phirmin, for the Circars, General Cal- 
liaud marched at the head of the troops of the Carnatic to take pof- 
feflion of thofe provinces. This he effected, after fome fkirmithes 
with the Rajahs and Polygars{. Nizam Ali, who was, at the 
time, engaged in war againft the Marattas, in the country of Barad, 
upon receiving intelligence of thofe tranfaGtions, returned with the 
utmoft expedition to Hydrabad. To revenge himfelf for the lofs of 
the Circars, he made fudden and great preparations for invading the 
Carnatic. To prevent the execution of his defign, the Prefidency 
of Madras invefted Calliaud with full powers, ordering him to pro- 
ceed to Hydrabad to negociate a peace. A treaty was accordingly 
concluded, on the 1ath of November 1766, ‘The principal terms of 
the treaty were, that the Prefidency fhould afhift Nizam Ah, with 


| Sunnud, MS. * Nabob’s Letter to Lord Clive in 1765, MS. + Ibid. 
tT Rous’s Appendix, No, XII. p. 183. 
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their troops; and pay an annual tribute for the Circars. Thefe con- 
ditions were much more difadvantageous, than thofe upon which the 
provinces had been offered before; for by the former terms the Com- 
pany were to have enjoyed the Circars in faghire, on the fole condition 
of military aid. By the prefent treaty, they promifed fervice and 
To pave the way for the treaty, fuch as it was, 
the Prefidency obliged the Nabob to pay five lacks of rupees to Ni- 
zam Alt§; though he was not to derive the value of “ a fingle 


cafh,”’ from the tranfaction, nor had been even fo much as natned. 


an annual rent. 


This difadvantageous and even difgraceful treaty fowed the feeds 
of a dangerous and ruinous war. In confequence of their promite 
to Nizam Ali, the Prefidency ordered Colonel Smith to march to 
Hydrabad, with a few Sepoys and a troop of horfe to join that 
prince. The money given by the Nabob enabled Nizam Ali to pay 
off the arrears of his mutinous army. The joint force of the 
Subah and of his new vaflals, marched toward Bengalore, in the 
province of Myfore; and took that place from the famous Hy- 
der-Alt. The capture of Bengalore feems to have been the ob- 
jet of the treaty of Hydrabad, though that condition is not parti- 
cularly exprefled. In Nizam Ali’s march towards Myfore, and dur- 
ing his progrefs in that country, he was joined by different de- 
tachments of the Company’s troops, under Colonel Tod, Major 


Fitzgerald and others, to the number of one thoufand Europeans, . 


and five or fix battalions of Sepoys. ‘Thefe reinforcements enabled 
Nizam Ali to collect.the tribute from the different Polygars on his 
march |]. 

The Nabob, who, from his knowledge of the country, was en- 
abled to obtain the belt information of the fecret views of its princes, 
told the Prefidency, that the collection of the tribute, and not a 


§ Sic John Lindfay’s Narrative. India Papers, paffim, | Sir John Lindfay’s Narrative, 
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war againft Hyder, was the principal obje&t of Nizam Ali. That 
notwithftanding the terms of the treaty of Hydrabad had been 
much more advantageous, than he had any reafon to expect, he 
was not pleafed with the conduct of the Company, in obtaining a 
Phirman for the Circars, without cither his knowledge or permif- 
fion, who confidered himfelf as their immediate fuperior. That 
Hyder Ali was equally difpleafed with the treaty, as the Prefi- 
dency had fhewn their animofity againft himfelf, by the readinefs 
which they difcovered to affift the Subah in invading his country. 
That, prior to his expedition to Myfore, Nizam Ali had fent a 
copy of his agreement to Hyder Ali. That, from thefe and other 
circumftances, he, the Nabob, concluded that both would foon ter- 
minate their own differences, and, with their united force, attack 
the Carnatic * 

The event juftified the fufpicions of the Nabob. Hyder Ali being 
attacked on another fide of his dominions, by the Company’s troops, 
refolved to fettle matters with Nizam Ali. Major Bonjeur, with fome 
Europeans, and two battalions of Scpoys, had been detached to- 
wards Kiftnagurry, in the Baramault country f, which he over-ran, 
and took all the mud forts: but he could make no impreffion, 
either on Kiflnagurry, or thofe forts which were built upon rocks f. 
The country of Baramault had been formerly a part of the Carnatic; 
but, having fallen into the hands of the Rajah of Myfore, it had 
fubmitted, with the reft of his dominions, to the ufurpation of his 
rebellious general, Hyder Ali. Thefe, with other reafons, induced 
Hyder to make propofals to Nizam Ali, who ferupled not to fa- 
crifice his engagements with the Company, to the intereft of his 
new ally §. A treaty was at laft concluded between them, by the 


* Sir Johe Lindfay’s Narrative. India Pa- t Sir John Lindfay’s Narrative. Oct. 13, 
pers, |:-ffi.n. 1770. 
4 Reus’s Appendix, No. XI. p. 167. § Rous’s Appendix, No. XIII, p. 213. 
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means of Mapheus Chan, the Nabob’s brother, who had been dif- 
fatisfied, ever fince the influence of Mr. Pigot had deprived him of 
the government of Madura and Tinnevelly, in 1758 *. 

Secret information of the conclufion of this treaty, having been 
brought to the Nabob, he advifed the Prefident and Council, to 
order an attack to be made upon Nizam Ali’s camp-f, before the 
jenion of the Myforean. This advice was difregarded, at leatt 
it was not put in execution; but the Company’s troops had fepa- 
rated themfelves from thofe of the Subah. In the month of Sep- 
tember, Colonel Smith was attacked on his march, near Changa- 
mal, by the united forces of the allies. The ation was fharp, and 
lafted an hour; but though the enemy was repulfed, the Company’s 
‘troops were obliged to retire. Marching for thirty-fix hours, 
without refrefhment, the army, having fuffered incredible hard- 
fhips, arrived at Trinomally ; and having inclofed themfelves, within 
the walls of that place, where they remained feveral days, were 
forced to be witneffes of the deftruction of the country all around, 
with fire and fword. Colonel Smith, having again taken the field, 
encamped near the walls; but, after a few days, he decamped and 
pitched his tents near Califhy-wacum, about ten miles, to the north 
of Trinomal'y {. 

While both armies lay in this fituation, Hyder Ali detached his 
fon, with five thoufand horfe, into the Carnatic. This body pe- 
netrated to the neighbourliood of Madras; and had the commander 
managed matters with the leaft addrefs, he might have feized the 
Prefident and Council, in their Garden-houfes, in the environs of 
that fort. But the attention of the Myloreans to plunder, deprived 
them of an advantage, which would have enabled them to diate 


* Rous’s Appendix, No. XII, p. 213. f Todia Papers, pafim. Sir John Lindfay’s 
India Papers, paflim. Narrauve, &c, 
+ Nabob tothe Prefident, &c. Aug. 2, 1767- 
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the terms of peace. Colonel Smith, having in the mean time at- 
tacked the allies, before Trinomally, with fome fuccefs, fent the 
army into cantonments at Wandewafh. The enemy having appeared 
beyond Velore, in the month of December, he took again the field, 
and attacking them, between Ambour and Wanumbaddy, obtained 
a victory, and purfued them to Caverypatnam. Loth before and 
after the action, Nizam Ali made propofals of peace to Colonel 
Smith; but that officer refufed to treat, till the Subah fhould fhew 
the fincerity of his intentions, by feparating his troops from thofe 
of Hyder Ali *. 

The Subah, bent upon a peace, feparated his army, accordingly, 
from Hyder, in the month of January 1768. In February, a treaty 
of perpetual friendfhip was concluded between the Nizam, the Na- 
bob, and the Company. The Nabob’s titles, and the grants of {e- 
veral places, which he had received from the Subah, were confirms 
ed. The Dewanny of the Subahdary.of Bijapour, and Carnatic Bal- 
Jagaut was conferred upon the Company, for which they were to 
pay feven lacks to the Nizam, and a Chout to the Marattas-T. In 
return the Nabob and the Company agreed to furnifh Nizam Ahi, 
with two battalions of Sepoys, and fix pieces of cannon, upon his 
requifition, fhould the neceffity of their own affairs permit them to 
comply. In confideration of the loffes fuftained by the Company, 
the Subah agreed to deduct twenty-five lacks, from the revenue 
paid to him from the northern Circars ; befides two lacks for five 
years from Chicacole {. The loffes and expences of war had fallen 
upon the Nabob; the profits of victory were appropriated by the 
Company §. 

When the junction of Nizam Ali with Hyder, threatened the Car- 
natic with invafion, in the month of July 1767, Mr. Bourchier, the 

* Sir John Lindfay’s Narrative. {| Vide Treaty. India Houfe. 

+ Ibid. § Sir John Lindfay’s Narrat. O&. 13, 1770. 
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Prefident, wrote to the Rajah of Tanjore, for his aid, in the ex- 
pected war*. That Rajah, who was privately in the interefts of 
Ilyder, had publicly renewed his complaints, againft the Nabob, 
about the waters of the Cavery. The bank had been already re- 
paired by that prince to gratify the Prefidency ; but the Rajah al- 
leged, that he had given orders for enlarging an old gutter, which 
conveyed a part of the waters into the Coleroon }. Upon receiving a 
Jetter from the Prefident, the Nabob gave inftantly diretions for re- 
moving every foundation for a complaint on the part of the Rajah, 
to prevent him from having any excufe for refufing the demanded 
aid {. He accordingly promifed publicly his aid to the Englith , 
but he privately aflifted, at the very time, their enemies. Whilft 
he pretended, that the diftrefies of his country rendered him incapa- 
ble of paying a tribute of four lacks to the Nabob, he fent four 
lacks and four elephants, by his own Vackeel, to Hyder Ali]]. 
““ Depending,” fays the Rajah, “ on your firm friendfhip, I am 
‘* in every refpect eafy in my mind, and all apprehenfions are 
‘© removed from me 4j.” 

When Colonel Smith had feparated the Company’s troops from 
thofe of Nizam Ali, and retreated into the Carnatic +, Hyder an- 
nounced that event to his ally the Rajah of Tanjore. ‘* You muft 
‘“ not imagine, faid Hyder in his letter to Tulja-ji, “ that I 
‘attend to any thing, but the deftruction of our mutual enemy ; 
“you may reft aflured of this. My reafon for marching into 
‘“* Ballagaut is, that the Englifh troops are retired from my coun- 
“try, and are marched fix or feven ftages toward Trenomele. I 


tn) 


‘will, by the afliftance of God, bring all the army together and 


* Rous’s Appendix, No, XIII. p. 213. Pre’s Vindication, p. 11. 

+ (bide o8ee I} Apperdix to Nabob’s Papers, No. IV. 

q ibid. p. 215. p. 50. 

§ Ibid. ** Phe Rajah amufed them for gf Rajah Tulja-j1 to Hyder Ali. Ibid. 
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« punith the cnemy.’—‘* You need not fear the enemy; depend 
‘¢ upon your ftrength, and give no money to them, nor fend them 
“ any troops, but put them off with delays; and write privately 
“ to all the Polygars, dependent upon you, to be in readinels with 
‘¢ all their troops*.’—The Rajah religioufly obferved the inftruc- 
tions of his friend and ally. But fo much perverted has truth been 
by party, that the advocate of the Court of Directors aflerts, that 
the Rajah of Tanjore was perfecuted by Hyder, for his uniform 
attachment to the interefts of the Company |! 


Prior to the treaty concluded in February 1768, with Nizam Ali, 
the Prefidency, encouraged by Colonel Smith’s victory over the joint 
forces of the allies, had refolved, not only to carry the war into 
Myfore, but to make an abfolute conqueft of that country. Their 
letter of the 21{t of December 1767 to the Nabob, upon that fub- 
jet, is a curious inftance of clumfy artifice and ill-covered Jefuitry. 
They prefs that prince to join the army, promifing to give him the 
management of the conquered country: ‘* But,” continues the Pre- 
fident, “‘ I cannot now tell you, whom I am to appoint to manage 
“ thofe parts.” They inform the Nabob, “ the Company would 
“ not defire any other countries.”---“ But,” fay they in the fame 
fentence, ‘* the Company intend taking under their government 
‘* fome other neighbouring countries at Bombay f.” ‘They advife 
him, that they intend to place two lacks of Pagodas to his account 
of the extraordinary expences of the war. Yet they fay, that it is 
very uncertain whether Nizam Ali began, from his difpleafure 
againft the Company, or on purpofe to diftrefs the Nabob, The 


® Ibid. p.gt. This letter feems to have is referred. Ibid. p. 52. 
been written in the beginning of September + Vide Mr. Rous’s Reftoration, &c. con- 
1767: for it alludes to the expedition of 5000 fidere’’. 
horfe, under Hyder’s fon, who penctrated to { Prefident Bourchier to the Nabob, Dec. 
Madras in that month. ‘Tulja-ji wrote avery 21, 1767, 
friendly anfwer to Hyder, to which the reader 
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truth is, that the war had proceeded from the rootedrefentment of the 
Subah again the Company, for their manner of ftripping him of 
the northern provinces. ‘The Nabob appealed to themfelves that this 
was the cafe; but, as they feemed to think that his prefence might 
be ufeful to their affairs, he promifed to join the army *. 

The object of the Prefidency, in fending Mahommed Ali to the 
camp, was to make a war, which the ambition of the Company had 
kindled, the war of the Nabob; to furnifh a colour of juftice, for 
their charging him with the expence. Though he was fenfible of 
their artifice, he thought it prudent to comply. He accordingly 
joined the army; but the hands of the commanding ofhcer being 
tied up, by the timidity and ignorance of feld-deputies, the whole 
fummer of 176% patled in inactivity and fruitlefs negociations for 
peace. Yhough, by the original agreement, between the Nabob and 
the Company, it had been fipulated, that no bufinefs with the coun- 
iry powers fhould be tranfacted, without his participation, the field- 
deputies, at the inftigation of Hyder’s vackecl, excluded him from 
having any thare, in the conferences. But Hyder, being well in- 
formed, that the Prefidency wifhed eagerly for peace, only amufed 
their deputies, to ftop the progrefs of the war; till the impatience 
or terror of hts enemies fhould enable him to didtate the terms. 
Though he affected to with, for an accommodation, he did not neg- 
le&t fuch hoftilities, as promifed fuceefs. He took the important fort 
of Mulwaggle. He gained fome advantages over Colonel Wood, 
who had aitempied in vain to take the place f. 

Though thefe hoftilities might have convinced the Prefidency at 
Fort St. George, and their deputies in the field, that Hyder meant 
nothing lefs, than to negociate, on equal terms, they ftill continued 
in a manner to folicit peace. The deputies, thinking that the pre- 
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fence of the Nabob impeded their negociations, prefied him to re- 
turn to Madras. The Nabob argued in vain, that his prefence in 
the army would contribute to keep the Polygars and commanders of 
forts fteady to the Enghth intereft. The Prefidency, entcring into 
the views of their deputies; COMMANDED him to return. They 
had even threatened him with deprivation, in a letter to the field- 
deputies T ; and, when he wrote to them complaining of this infult, 
they refufed to receive his letter |]. He thought it prudent to return 
to Madras; where he arrived, in the month of November 1768. 
Colonel Donald Campbell, a gallant and experienced officer, was ob- 
higed to quit the field, on account of his health; and he was, foon 
after, followed by the field-deputies. All thefe things difcouraged 
the army, and added fpirit to the enemy. Hyder attacked Colonel 
Wood, plundered his baggage, and recovered all the conquered coun- 
tries, except a few places of ftrength. Thus ended the year 1768, 
in mifmanagement, difafter and dilgrace *. 

Hyder Ah, having thus, by his addrefs and fpirit, rendered the 
efforts of the Prefidency againft his own country abortive, prepared 
to carry the war into that of the enemy. In December 1768, he 
entered the Carnatic ‘‘ with a confiderable body of horfe and foot 
“© lightly equipped {,” and penetrated into the province of Tritchi- 
nopoly. Having advanced towards Tanjore, his friend and fecret 
ally, the Rajan of that country, fupplied him with four lacks of ru- 
pecs §, and provifions for his troops 41; and ‘* was ready to join 
“ his intereft |.” Hyder, at the fame time, detached one of his 
generals, into the provinces of Madura and Tinnevelly, who plun- 


+ Sir John Lindfay’s Narrative, O&. 13th, t Mr. Du Pre’s Vindication, p. 15. 

1770. § Sir John Lindfay’s Narrative. Mr. Du 
|| Ibid. Pre’s Vindication. 
* India Papers, pafflim. Sir John Lindfay's q Mr. Du Pré’s Vindication. 
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dered and deftroyed the country. No part of the fouthern divifion 
of the Carnatic, except the territories of thc friendly Rajah of Tan- 
yore, efcaped the deftru€live ravages of the active and enterprifing 
Myforean. The Englith army were unprovided with cavalry, and 
The horfe, 


which the Rajah of Tanjore had fent to the Englifh, as a cover for 


could neither overtake his march nor ftop his progrefs. 


his fecret connection with Hyder ¢, had been long recalled, by their. 


perfidious mafter §. The Myforean purfued his predatory operations 
without obfiruQiion. He went twice to Pondicherry to confer with 
the French ; and, at the fame time, amufed the Englifh Prefidency 
with hopes, rather than offers, of accommodation. Having, at 
length, fent all his heavy baggage from Pondicherry to his own 
country, he proceeded with a body of horfe to the Mount, a place 
within a few miles of Madras *. Mr. Bourchier, under whofe go- 
vernment thefe misfortunes chiefly happened, had quitted the chair, 
His fucceflor, 


Mr. Du Pre, withing to put an end to a war, which, by deftroying 


and returned to Europe, in the beginning of 1769. 


the country, deprived him of refources for carrying it on with fuc- 
cefs, liftened to the pacific propofals of Hyder Ali; anda peace was 
accordingly concluded on the 3d of April 1769. 


t Mr. Da Pré’s Vindication, p, 12. 


§ Ibid. ® Sir John Lindfay’s Narrative. 
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Affairs of the Carnatic from the Treaty with Hyder Ali, 
in 1969, tothe Conclufion of the firft Expedition againft 
Lanjore it 177%. 


N the courfe of the preceding narrative, which though fuccing, 

it is hoped, has comprehended the moft material tranfactions, on 
the Coaft, the Court of Diredtors have been feldom mentioned. 
This circumftance proceeded lefs, from any inattention to that RE~ 
sPECTABLE body, than from their want of importance in affairs, 
over which they. are fuppofed to prefide. Radical defeéts in their 
very inftitution, their diftance from the fcene of action, their being 
individually called, from narrow and confined occupations, to the 
extenfive field of political management, their fugitive authority, 
which fcarcely lafted a fpace of time fuflicient for tranf{porting their 
orders to the eaft, their being too often ignorant themfelves, or too 
frequently deceived by others, rendered them objcéls of little confe- 
quence, in a political fyftem, which they affected to guide. Ina 
manner conf{cious of their want of importance, as a body, they en- 
deavourcd to pay the debt owing to vanity, by gratifying the demands 
of felf-intereft ; and, therefore, their great inducement, for folicit- 
ing and recciving their places, was to provide for their own relations 
and friends. This obje&t being obtained, they became little folicit - 
ous about the interefts of their canftituents. To fupport the appear- 
ance of authority, fome ignorant clerk, who thought infoleuce a 
marl: of dignity, penned their difpatches, and aflumed the manner 
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and diction of defpotic power; but their orders were only obeyed, 
when they fuited the views of thofe, to whom they were addreffed. 
Unimportant as the condition of the common herd of Direors 
might appear to have been at home, it became an object of ambition 
to their fervants, when they returned from abroad. The latter, to- 
gether with the {poils having acquired the manners of the [aft, fre- 
quently took arms againft the authority, to which they owed their 
power; till by force, by negociation or compromife, they obtained 
feats at the Board. 
cover the retreat of their own fortunes from India; and to fupport, 


The firft ufe they made of their power was to 


in fome friend, favourite, or partner in plunder, the fame fyftem of 
venality and corruption, which had enriched themfelves. Their local 
knowledge being blended with local prejudices, inftead of enlight- 
ening the ignorance of other DireCtors, perverted their judgment. 
Inflamed by difappointments, but forgetful of favours, they feldom 
failed to fuggeft fuch meafures, as might contribute to diftrefs thofe, 
who had failed to extend their liberality to the utmoft limits of their 
avarice. Thus, the injuftice and oppreffion committed by the fer- 
vants of the Company in India, inftead of being checked by the au- 
thority of the Directors, were too frequently encouraged by their 
approbation. Thefe genera] obfervations are not intended, as a ge- 
neral cenfure ; for, in the conduét of the Court, we fometimes meet 
with fome commendable deviations, from the lines we have above 
defcribed and ftigmatifed. 

To return to the affairs of India: In the negociation with Hyder 
Ali, which terminated in the treaty of the 3d of April 1769, the 
Prefidency having propofed, that fome chiefs, who had affifted the 
Company, fhould be included in the treaty ; Hyder demanded the 
fame advantage, for the Rajah of Tanjore, on Ais part*. The 
Prefidency juftly conceived, that this demand was made, at the re- 


* Mr. Du Pic's Vindication, p. 15, 
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queft of the Rajah, to preclude any animadverfion upon his condué, 
for having furnifhed Hyder Ali, the enemy of the Carnatic, with 
money and provilions *, for carrying on war again{t his fuperior, 
the Nabob and his protectors the Englifh. 
favour, proved to a demonftration the Rajah’s guilt; and that cir- 


The ftipuladon, in his 


cumf{tance ought to have induced the Prefidency to reject, with re- 
fentment, a propofal, which converted a fubject of the Carnatic, 
into an ally to its greateft foe. But, it feems, that peace was, at 
that moment, fuch a defirable object, that indignation gave place to 
neceflity. As Hyder fhewed no inclination to defert his ally, the 
Prefidency propofed to include him in the treaty, as ¢esr friend and 
ally ; to prevent him, from becoming ftill more attached to Hyder,. 
by permitting that chief to become his avowed protector and guaran- 
tee +. Hyder, whofe fole obje&, in the propofition, feems to have 
been a fecurity to the Rajah, from animadverfion, acquiefced in 
the offers of the Prefidency, as ftill better for his friend, than his 
own guarantee. 

This propofal on the part of the Prefidency ‘‘ did not proceed 
‘© from any opinion, that the Rajah’s condu& merited their at- 
‘“ tention to his intereft{.”” They had been no ftrangers to his 
duplicity and treachery during the whole courfe of the war. 
Though, at the requifition of the Prefidency in July 1767§, he had 
promifed to affift them with a thoufand horfe and twelve hundred fe- 
poys, he neither fent that number, nor did thofe he fent join the 
army, till the 19th of February 1768 ||. Had he ordered a body of 
cavalry to the aid of the Englifh, when they were firft required, they 
might have been of effential fervice, ‘* whilft the umited forces of 
“ the Nizam and Flyder were adting in the Carnatic 7.’ ‘Their ap- 
pearance could not then be obtained. But when the Nizam deferted. 


§ Rous’s Appendix, No. XHI, p. 213. 
| Mr. Du Pre’s Vindication, p. 11. 


| Ibid, p. 12. 
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* Mr. Du Pre’s Vindication, p. 15. 
+ Ibid. 
1 Ibid,. 
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Hyder, and evacuated the Carnatic, Tulja-j1 fent his cavalry to join 
the Englifh, ‘* when their fervice could be of little ufe*.”” ‘© This 
“« pretended aid was only given to fave appearances, and to furnifh, 
€* in cafe of need, a future plea to both the contending parties; to 
‘© the Nabob, that he had afified ; to Hyder, that he only /eemed to 
“ affift 7.” His cavalry, foon after they had joined Colonel Wood, 
in the Coimbettour country, ‘* dropped off by parties at a time ;” 
till, at length, the whole either deferted of themfelves, or were re- 
called by their mafter, long before the conclufion of the war f. 

The dilatory and fufpicious condu& of the Rajah, his inattention 
to the requifition of the government of the Carnatic, which had 
confiitutionally a right to his afliftance in war 4, his ating, upon al- 
moft every occafion, contrary to that fpirit of mutual friendfhip, 
which had been the oftenfible bafis of the treaty of 1762, had nei- 
ther efcaped the notice, nor had been {fuffered to pafs, without the 
animadverfion of the Prefidency. In their letter of the 8th of Oc- 
tober 1767 ||, they had fignified, to the Court of Directors, their 
reafons for being diffatisfied with the conduct of the Rajah of Tan- 
jore. The Court of Directors, happening at the time to be led, by 
men of comprehenfive ideas and political talents, did not hefitate, 
upon a fubje&, which involved the peace and fecurity of the Carna- 
tic. Confcious, that the treaty of 1762, having only the quantum 
of the annual peifhcuith for its object, did neither infringe nor abo- 
lifh ‘‘ the right of the Carnatic to the military fervice of Tanjore 4,” 
without infinuating the leaft doubt on that fubject, they delivered 
their fentiments to the Council at large, and fent decifive orders to 
the Select Committee, on the 17th of March 1769; whilft the war 
with Hyder Ali was ftill depending. 


* Mr. Du Pré’s Vindication, p. 12. § Ibid. 
+ Ibid. {| Eait-India Houfe, 
t Ibid. q Mr. Du Pré’s Vindicdtion, p. 12. 
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Thefe fentiments and orders explain the delinquency of the Rajah. 
of Tanjore, at the fame time that they define the mode of punifhing 
him, for his unjuftifiable condu&. ‘* We obferve with great difla- 
‘6 tisfaétion (fay the DireCtors to the Council at large) the conduct of 
“¢ the Rajah of Tanjore, who forbore fo long to join you with his 
*s horfe ; and when they did join you, they feem to have been of no 
“ manner of ufe. It is very extraordinary, that when the fafety of 
‘* the Carnatic was in danger *, he fhould have acted fo dubious or 
‘© fo pufillanimous a part. When we confider the protection we have 
‘€ given that Rajah, and the long and uninterrupted tranquillity his 
‘© country has enjoyed by it, we cannot but feel the ftrongeft refent- 
‘ment at his conduct. Our further fentiments on this fubjeé, 
‘© and powers of acting therein, are entrufted to the Select Com- 
<¢ mittee T.”’ 

Thofe powers were accordingly addrefled to the Seleé&t Committee, 
in the following words: “ It appears moft unreafonable to us, that 
“‘ the Rajah of Tanjore fhould hold poffeflion of the moft fruitful 
‘ part of the country, which can alone fupply our army with fub- 
‘ fiftence, and not contribute to the defence of the Carnatic. We 
“ obferve the Nabob makes very earneft reprefentations to you on 
“ this fubject, in his letter entered in the book of Country Corre- 
“ fpondence ; wherein he takes notice, that the Zemindars of the 
“© Carnatic have been fupported and their countries preferved to them 
“ by the operations of our forces, employed in his caufe, and that 
““ nothing was more notorious, than that three former princes of 
“© the Carnatic had received from the Tanjore Rajah feventy, eighty, 
‘© nay, even one hundred lacks of rupees at a time; that to the pre- 


€ 


v~ 


ceding Nizam he had paid a contribution of fifty lacks; and the 
“© prefent, if he had met with fuccefs againft our army, would not 


Pf 


* When attacked, in September 1767, by + Dire&ors to Governor and Council, March 
tha united forces of the Nizamand Hyder Ali. 17th, 1766. India-Houfe. 
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*¢ have been content with lefs than a crore* of rupees from the Ra- © 2 AP. 
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“yah. How juft then does it appear, that he fhould be made to Comn——w 
** bear fome part of the expence of thofe meafures, to which he 
owes his fecurity and the peace of his country ! We, therefore, 
** enjoin you to give the Nabob fuch fupport in his pretenfions on 
** the Rajah of Tanjore, as may be effectual ; and if the Rajah re- 
“ fufes to contribute a juft proportion to the expences of the war, 
you are then to purfue fuch meafures, as the Nabob may think 


cc 


‘* confiflent with the juftice and dignity of his government +.” 

The fentiments of the Eaft-India Company, with regard to the Their purport 
conftitution of Tanjore as well as the condud& of its Rajah, may be ey 
collected, from the above letter and orders. It appears, that, though 
the treaty of 1762 had limited the annual tribute to four lacks, 
the ancient con/litutzonal right of the Carnatic to the military fervice 
of Tanjore, remained unimpaired{. That the Rajah, having long 
evaded that fervice, had at laft induftrioufly given it, in a way, which 
‘© had been of no manner of ufe.” That the Court of Direétors 
confidered Tanjore, as a part of the Carnatic, and confequently fub- 
jet, by a certain tenure, to its government. That they judged the 
contributions raifed, from former Rajahs, proper precedents for the 
prefent Nabob, in the fums he might think juftto demand, as a part 
of the expences of a war, during which Tanjore had been protected 
from the ravages of invaders. That they feemed to allow, thatthe 
Rajah was no more than “fa Zemindar of the Carnatic,” depending 
on its government, and deriving from it his protection; and that 
the Company, as allies to the Nabob, were not only juftified, but 
even bound “ to purfue fuch meafures, as that prince might think 
“ confiftent with the juftice and dignity of his government,” in pu- 


* About a million fterling. 17th, 1769. India-Houfe, 
+ Letter to the Select Committee, March t Mr. Du Pre’s Vindication, p. 15. 
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nifhing a vafial, who had, neither with arms nor money, contri- 
buted to the general defence. 


The pofitive orders of the Court of DireCtors, for calling the 
Rajah of Tanjore to account, for his conduct in the war, did not 
arrive till autumn 1769, when the feafon was too far advanced, for 
carrying them into effeét. But other reafons, befides thofe, which 
arofe from the climate, weighed with the Prefidency, when they 
refolved to fufpend the execution of the orders, till a more proper 
opportunity fhould prefent itfelf. The ravages of Hyder Ali, the 
vigour with which he had carried on the late war, the earneft if not 
commanding manner, with which he had infifted, that the Rajah 
fhould be comprehended in the peace, the animofity, which he had 
exhibited on every occafion, againft the Nabob, rendered it highly 
probable, that he would not remain a tame fpedlator, fhould an ex- 
pedition againft Tanjore take place *. Though he was engaged in 
difputes with Nizam Ali and the Marattas, he might be induced to 
compromife matters, with both thofe powers, and turn his arms 
againft the Carnatic, which he had refolved, it was believed, on all 
oceafions to diftrefs-+. Thefe were the oftenfible motives, which 
prevented the Prefidency from carrying “the commands of their 
“© mafters into execution ;” for they declared, ‘‘ that the Rajah cer- 
“ tainly deferved chaftifement ; and not only for the fupply of mo- 
“ ney and provifions, with which he had furnifhed the enemy, in- 
© ftead of affifting the Nabob and the Englifh, but for fince delay- 
“ ing the payment of the peifhcuifh, fettled by the treaty of 1762, 
“ which had become duc in the month of July 1769 {.” This laft 
he had done “ under the pretence of poverty, and foliciting to have 
“ the whole remitted, in confideration of the expence of the troops 


* Rous’s Appeadix, No. XXYV. p. 939. + Ibid. t Ibid. 
SoG 
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‘she had fent to the afliftance of the Englith, during the late war; 
“© and which gave the Englifh no afliftance §.” 

‘They afirmed, at the fame time, that had no conftitutional de- 
pendence in the Rajah, no acknowledged fuperiority in the Nabob 
exifted, it was ‘* undoubtedly moft reafonable, that Tanjore fhould 
““ bear a part of the charge of repelling the invaders of the Carna- 
© tic, by which it was furrounded on all fides*. That this prin- 
“© ciple, even if it had not been eftablifhed, by any particular 
** compact, treaty, or agreement, was clear and determinate, as 
* refulting from equity and the natural rights of governments. 
‘© ‘That it was certainly contrary to found policy in the Carnatic to 
‘“* fuffer the exiftence of fuch a ftate. That, if the Nabob pofleffed: 
‘¢ the whole power of the Carnatic, it would be good policy in 
‘© him, and confiftent with the principles of the Hindoftan govern- 
‘¢ ments, to reduce Tanjore to the fame terms of obedience and 
‘ control, to which other Rajahs had been reduced; and that it 
*¢ would be equally good policy in the Company to do the fame, 
«« had they poflefled the whole power of the Carnatic.” That 
the impropriety and inconvenience of fuch a ftate fublifting, in the 
heart of the province, had been evident from the Rajah’s con- 
duct, in the war with Hyder Ali; and that this condu&t might- 
have furnifhed the Prefidency, with a juft plea for calling him to 
an account, had not the ftate of the neighbouring powers rendered 
an expedition againft his capital, dangerous in the execution and 
uncertain in the event t. 

Whilft the Prefidency were arguing thus, at Madras, intelligence 
of the peace with Hyder Ali arrived in England. The letters of 
the Court of Directors are full of indignation at a treaty, which, 
they faid, could be only juftified by neceffity. After accufing the 


§ Rous’s Appendix, No. 4XV. p. 939. ‘Pabide 
*Thid. p. 938. ft Ibid. 
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Prefidency of having mifreprefented the Nabob, on account of his 
difapproving of a peace, in which he is not fo much as once 
named §, they recapitulated fome inftances of their unjuftifiable 
condué to that prince, during the war. They reprimanded them, 
for “ having pompoufly appointed him Phoufdar of Myfore ;” 
and for accufing him, on account of his accepting that nugatory 
gift, ‘ of an infatiable defire of extending his dominions ||.” They 
infinuated, that by following their advice, ‘* he found himfelf re- 
duced, difappointed, and almoft defpifed,” yct that they ‘* blamed 
him for want of temper *.” Having repeated fome paflages in their 
feveral difpatches, they endeavoured to condemn them on their own 
evidence. They accufed them of irrefolution as men, difability as 
negociators, weaknefs and deficiency as politicians. They aflirm- 
ed, that though they had rafhly dared to roufe the jealoufy of the 
country powers, they had not difcovered, on trying occafions, the 
becoming firmnefs neceflary to fupport the dignity of the Englith 
name; and that by their feeble condu& in war, and their pufilla- 
nimity im fubmitting to a treaty dictated by an enemy, “ they had 
‘© laid a foundation for the natives of Hindoftan to think they may 
< infult the Company at pleafure, with impunity Tf.” 

Proceeding from this general cenfure, they dwelt with particular 
feverity on the article in the treaty with Hyder, which compre- 
hended, at the recommendation, or rather at the command, of that 
chief, the Rajah of Tanjore. ‘ Had you indeed obtained,” fay the 
Directors, ‘* from the Rajah of Tanjore the horfe and afliftance 
‘© you folicited; had he thereby drawn upon himfelf the refent- 
‘ ment of the enemy; had it been difficult, on the Rajah’s account, 
“to have appeafed Hyder, there might have been fome merit, in 
“ procuring the Rajah fafe terms. But we do not conceive that 


§ Rous’s Appendix, No. XX. p. 534. * Tbid. 
[i 1bid. p. 532. t+ abid. p. 533. 
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Hyder has difcovered fo much want of penetration, in his tranf- 
actions with you, as to warrant a fuppofition, that he could 
himfelf be impoled upon by fuch an artifice; and his evar at- 
tachment to the Rajah of Tanjore, manifefted by ftrenuoufly infift- 
ing he fhould be included in the treaty, could fcarcely be un- 
known to that prince. What their fentiments mutt be of perfons, 
whom they had reduced to the neceflity of practifing arts of this 
nature, it 1s not difficult to determine.---We cannot difcern any 
advantage gained, by this extraordinary effort of your {kill in 
negociation, which you make matter of fo much merit. The 
plain fact is, that the Rajah of Tanjore, who, as tributary to the 
Nabob, ought to have furnifhed his quota towards carrying on 
the war, which he has #of done, is ftill ftyled by you, a friend 
to the Carnatic ; and by Hyder’s adherence to him, for refufing 
to aflift you, he is, as we conceive, effectually Sheltered by the 
faith of a treaty, from being compellable to contribute a fingle 
rupee, towards defraying the expence of the war. Our former 
orders, therefore, in ¢/is refpect, relative to the Rajah of Tan- 
jore muft be fu/pended, becaufe they are, by your condudt, ren- 
dered utterly impofhible to be carried into execution without com- 
mitting a breach of the treaty you have concluded ft.” 

The concluding paragraph of the above quotation has been held 


forth, by the advocates of faQion and party, as a revocation of the 
orders of the 17th of March, 1769, relative to the calling the Ra- 
jah of Tanjore to account, for his condu& in the late war. It ap- 
pears, however, by the fubfequent conduct of the Court of Di- 
rectors, that they themfelves did not extend the meaning of their 
own words to the pitch, to which they have been fince wound 


up, by hirelings or too bufy friends. In the letter of the Prefi- 
dency to the Court, dated the 31{t of January, 1770, they ‘ point- 


f Rous’s Appendix, No. XX. p. 535. 


VA © edly 


169 


C Haar 
VI. 


The pretend- 
ed ufpenfion 
of the orders 


of 1769. 


Taat fubsect 
difcufied. 


170 


C H Ami 
Vie 


Supervifors 
appointed to 
regulate the 
affairs of In- 
dia. 


Sir John Lind- 
f{.y commands 
a fyvadron to 
the aft. 


HISTORY AND MANAGEMENT OF 


‘edly declare, that they do not think the treaty with Hyder any 
‘“ obftacle to the execution of the orders they had received §.”” That 
letter was received in July, juft four months after the pretended 
revocation had been difpatched to India. Inftead of enforcing the 
paragraph, as revoking their orders of the 17th of March 1769, 
“ the Dire€tors never thought proper to take notice of the fubje&t 
“ dire@ly or indire€tly.”” The Prefidency, therefore, had every 
reafon.to confider the paragraph, which is now fet up as a revoca- 
tion of the orders of 1769, as the ftrongeft confirmation and en- 
forcement of thofe orders |]. The Court, inftead of doubting of the 
propriety of their own orders, exprefs much difpleafure and difap- 
pointment, at the article of the treaty with Hyder, which, as they 
conceived, oppofed the execution of thofe orders. The truth is, 
the part of the paragraph, which faCtious writers conftrue into a 
revocation, appears to have been merely an effufion of paflion, from 
minds chagrined, irritated and enraged, at the manner and terms 
of the treaty with Hyder Ali. But this is not the place for finally 
difcuffing a fubje&t, which muft be refumed in the order of time. 
The unfuccefsful war, which had raged, for fome time, on the 
coaft of Coromandel, together with mifmanagements in all parts of 
India, had not only roufed the attention of the Court.of Diredtors, 
but turned the eyes of government towards the Eaft. In autumn, 
1769, the DireCtors having appointed three commifhioners, to examine 
and fuperintend the affairs of the Company, in all the Prefidencies, 
applied to Government, fora {quadron of men of war, ‘* to give coun- 
“© tenance to their affairs *.” The commander of this fquadrom was 
Sir John Lindfay, an officer of diftinguifhed merit in his profef- 
fion ; who reccived alfo a commiflion from the Company, as their 
plenipotentiary to all powers, upon or near the gulph of Perfia; at 
the fame time, appointing him ‘* commander in chief of all their 


6M. Ju Pre’s Vindication, p. 21. {| Ibid. * Rous’s Appendix, No. XX. p. $31. 


Z ‘* fhips, 


THE EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 


‘¢ fhips, frigates, and armed veflels, in and through all parts of 
‘© India +.” The commiffioners, appointed for fuperintending and 
managing affairs, throughout India, were Mefheurs Vanfittart, 
Scrafton, and Forde, men of character and experience, whofe me~ 
lancholy fate is ftill recent in every one’s mind. 

Sir John Lindfay was invefted with fill higher powers, than thofe 
conferred by the Company. He was appointed by a commiffion 
under the great feal, his Majefly’s Minifter, with plenipotentiary 
powers, to Indian princes in general; but more particularly to the 
Nabob of Arcot, who had become an ally of the crown of Great Bri- 
tain, by the eleventh article of the treaty of Paris. The managers of 
the affairs of the Company at home, as well as their fervants abroad, 
had induftrioufly concealed, from that prince, the nature and im- 
The fuccefs, with which this 
fecret was preferved, furnifhes an irrefragable proof, that every in- 
dividual thought it his own intereft, to keep the Nabob ina ftate 
of ignorance of his rights. Though that prince had ‘obtained, at 
length, fome knowledge of the nature of the guarantee, which fe- 
cured to him the poffeflion of the Carnatic, he had found it almoft 
impoffible to avail himifelf of that knowledge. The authors of his 
grievances were the only channels, through which he could convey 
his complaints; and felf-prefervation effectually prevented them, 
from becoming their own accufers. 


port of that article for feveral years. 


In the beginning of 1769, 
fome account of his fufferings had been conveyed to the throne ; 
and, before the end of the year, Sir John Lindfay, as plenipoten- 
tiary from his Majefty, was on his voyage to India. 

On the 26th of July 1770, Sir John, after having remained 
fome months at Bombay, arrived at Fort St. George t. Having 
laid his commiffion before the Nabob, he opened to that prince 


the object of his embaffy and the nature of his inftru€tions. He 
+ Rous’s App. No. XVII. p. 241. = t Sir J. Lindfay to Lord Weymouth, 08. 13, 1770, 
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affured him, that it was his Majefty’s firm defign to adhere to aly 
the promifes made by his late royal grandfather, in lis letter 
of the aft of February 1760§. That it was his Majefly’s per- 
manent refolution, like that of the late king, to continue firm to 


That the king was 
determined to fupport thofe engagements, into which he had en- 


all his allies, in every part of the world. 


tered, by the treaty of Paris, with other European powers, to {c* 
cure the Carnatic to the Nabob and his pofterity. That fhould it 
appear, upon examination, that the diftreffed fituation of the affairs 
of that country, had proceeded from the intrigues of any: of his . 
Majefty’s trading fubjects, the Nabob might depend on the royal 
protection and friendly affiftance ; when the real ftate of the hard- 
fhips, under which he laboured, fhould be laid at the foot of 
the throne. That to enable his Majefty to vindicate his juflice 
and good faith to the whole world, he had laid his commands on 
the plenipotentiary, to demand in his Majefty’s name, a full and 
fuccins& account of the Nabob’s tranfactions with the Company, 
fince the treaty of Paris; that, upon a full information of all 
affairs, his Majefty might have itin his power, not only to re-, 
drefs paft evils, but to prevent future oppreflions |]. | 

In anfwer to thefe affurances, the Nabob expreffed himf{clf, in 
terms full of gratitude, for fuch diftinguifhed marks of his Majefly’s 
friendfhip, and the repeated aflurances of the royal protection to 
him and family. He affured the plenipotentiary, that he could 
find no words to exprefs the deep fenfe he had of his Majefty’s 
goodnefs, in fo feafonably interpofing in lus behalf, and offering his 
royal affiftance, when he moft ftood in need of fupport*. But not- 
withftanding thofe expreflions of gratitude, he was ft'll afraid to 
vail himfelf of the prote@tion of the Crown againft men, who 


a 
might continue to poflefs that power, under the rigour of which 


§ Counter-figned by Mr. Secretary Pitt. 
| Sir John Lindfay (o the Secretary of Scate, OS. 13, 1770. * Ibid, 
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reports were indultrioufly propuzated. Some infinuated a want of WH ly 


powers in the plentpoventary; others the infufficiency of thofe 
powers, had they really exited, in oppofition to the charter of the 
Company. Jealoufy, difappointment and refentment arofe, at 
once, inarms. The Nabob, knowing the fate of other princes, 
who had fallen victims to the difpleafure of the Company, began 
to dread, that refentment might induce them to deprive him of his 
country, as their fervants had threatened, two years before +. The 
example of the Nabobs of Bengal was conftantly prefent to his 
eyes, with all its melancholy circumftances {; and he fhuddered at 
giving offence to a body of men, whofe infolence, tyranny, rigour 
and injuftice he had fo frequently experienced. Difappointed ambi- 
tion, and a ftill more hardened and vindidtive paffion, difappoint- 
ed avarice, were likely to lie in wait, for a proper time, to fatiate 
themfelves, with the utmoft exertions of revenge. The fupport 
offered was at a great diftance and in itfelf uncertain; but the ene- 
my was near and fure of feizing every opportunity, to wreck their 
refentment upon an unfortunate man, who prefumed to appeal 
for protection, from the dictates of infolence and the demands 
of rapacity. 

The event fllewed, that the Nabob’s fears were better founded 
than the hopes of fupport prefented by the plenipotentiary. In a 
government, fubje&t to frequent changes of men and confequently 
liable to flu€tuations in opinions, promifes of protetion are, at beft, 
but unintentional deceptions, which may lead the credulous into 
ruin. This obfervation has actually been verified, in the perfon of 
Mahommed Ali, Nabob of the Carnatic. ‘The oppreflions of the 
Company, the imperious rapacity of its fervants, had forced him to 
throw himfelf under the protection of the ftate. The ftate, in 


+ Sir John.Lindfay to. Mr. Wood, O&. 13, { Sir John Lindfay to Lord Weymouth, 
1770. tr gam 87 70s 
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—_— P. the moft folemn manner, promifed its proteQion; and, in the 
t—y—— ~perfon of an ambaffador, vefted by the feal of Great Bri- 
tain with every legal power to pledge the public faith, af- 
fured the Nabob, that it was only neceflary for him to fpecify 
his grievances to have them redrefled. He accordingly fpecified 
his grievances; but, after having been amufed during three years, 
with the vain parade of an embaffy, he found himfelf, in a much 
worfe condition than hefore. The royal commiflion was recalled, 
without having accomplifhed the leaft article of the avowed ob- 
jet, for which it had been granted. The plighted faith of the 
Crown was broken; the credit due to the great feal of one of 
the firft {tates in the world was deftroyed, at the requifition of a 
body, who had tarnifhed the honour of a free nation, by in- 
numerable acts of tyranny and oppreflion. To this fource may 
be traced all the late misfortunes of the Nabob of the Carnatic. 
Government, inftead of fulfilling engagements, which every ftate 
holds facred, remanded back the wretched fugitive to the fetters, 
from which he had attempted to efcape. The Company enraged 
at the PRESUMPTION of his defection, have added revenge to thofe 
fordid and unjuftifiable paffions, from which he had already fuf- 
fered fo much; and with a peculiar refinement on cruelty, whilft 
they diveft him of his rights, they deprive him of his reputation, 


the Jaft comfort of the unfortunate. 


en The Nabob had fufficient difcernment to forefee a part of thofe 


overcome, misfortunes, which have fince fallen on himfelf and his family, on 
account of his having appealed, from the oppreffions of the Com- 
pany, to the juflice of the Crown. He, therefore, expreffed the 
greatelt anxiety about his own perilous fituation, when the plenipo- 
tentiary demanded a faithful account of his grievances. But, upon 
the plenipotentiary’s “* promifing, in his Majefty’s name, that fhould 
‘* it become neceflary for his prote€tion, and the fecurity of his fa- 


- silly 


THE EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 


‘6 mily, he would enter into a folemn treaty with him, as foon ashe © H ts P. 


‘© fhould make the neceffity of fuch a meafure evident “,” the Nabob wW—+~—J 
: : by the pleni- 
gave a full detail of his tranfactions with the fervants of the Com- noteaiat 
, ae ‘ ; ledgi 
pany, from the year 1760, when he was dignified with the title of an ee 
crown, in the 
moft folemna 


ledged the ally of that monarch, had entitled him to the royal pro- ™2n"«r. 


ally by the late king. He juftly confidered, that his being acknow- 


tection againft the injuftice of the fubjects of Great-Britain, as well 
as again{t the force of foreign Europeans. This protection had been 
pledged in the moft folemn manner; but the Nabob’s neglecting to 
fecure himfelf, by the treaty offered by the plenipotentiary, fruf- 
trated, in the event, his hopes of redrefs. 
Though the fervants of the Company on the Coaft had, almoft The Court of 


. ; ; DireGors, for 
uniformly, during the wars with the Nizam and Hyder Ah, treated the time, fa- 


the Nabob with contempt and injuftice, the Court of Directors feem ‘ah me 
to have refpected his nights, in the year 1769. In their inftructions 
to the three commiflioners, dated the 15th of September 1769, they 
enjoined them * to provide effectually for the honour and fecurity of Ta pels 
“ their FAITHFUL ally, Mahommed Ali, Nabob of Arcot.” They aoe 
blained the Prefidency, for their injuftice to that prince; and ftigma- 
tized their conduct, as a moft ‘* flagrant breach of their repeated or- 
‘© ders.’ They declared their forrow to find, that the imprudent 
and impolitic fchemes of the Prefidency had eventually increafed the 
debts of the Nabob, and accumulated his diftrefs. ‘* When we re- 
‘© fleét (continued the Court of Directors) on the long experience we 
“ have had of Mahommed Ali's faithful attachment to the Englith 
«¢ Company, we are furprifed at the idea entertained by the Governor 
“ and Council, in their letters of the 8th March and 27th June 


% 1968, to reduce him to a mere nominal Nabob-+-. The fanétion of 


6° selie 

* Sir John Lindfay to Lord Weymouth, ‘ with Hyder increafing, and as the appear- 
O&. 13th, 1770. ** ance of troubles in Bengal forbade them to 
t ‘‘ To complete the whole, as the Com- ‘* hope for affittance from that quarter, as they 
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‘ the treaty of Paris, by which treaty puBLic FA1TH became the 
“© guarantee of the Nabob’s title, will be of little ufe to him, 1f no- 
‘© torious infringements of the rights and powers ufually inherent 
“in, and dependent on, fuch title, fhould be by us countenanced 
“ and permitted to take place. More efpecially as, perhaps, we 
‘© might thereby involve ourfelves in the very difagreeable neceflity 
“ of anfwering, at fome future period, for the zzfradction of a pub- 
“ lic treaty and the confequences thercof ft.” Unfortunately for the 
Nabob, the commiffioners deftined to carry thefe inftructions into 
execution, never arrived in India. 

Though the Prefidency at Fort St. George had affected to compre- 
hend the Rajah of Tanjore, in the treaty of the 3d of April, as 
their friend, he was no ftranger to the circumftance, that he owed 
that favour to Hyder Ali. A principle of gratitude to that chief, 
or rather a fixed averfion to the Nabob and his allics, the Englith, 
had thrown him entirely into the intereft of Hyder, with whom he 
carried on an uninterrupted and friendly correfpondence §.  De- 
pending on his aid, or following his advice, he not only evaded the 
payment of the peifhcufh fettled, by the treaty of 1762, but even 
peremptorily demanded fourtecn lacks of rupees || from the Nabob, 
as the expences of the troops, which he had fent to the affiftance of 
the Englifh in February 1768, but which he had withdrawn, before 
they had been of ‘‘ any manner of ufe*.” 


¢* with Hyder, or lite hopes of conquering ‘+ to be confidered or doubted of.” S'r John 
his conutry, they refolved to take the Car-  Lindfiy to the Secretary of State, 21ff Jasuiry 
** naticinto thew own hands, astheonly incans = 1771. 


oy 
Lal 


*“-of paying the expence of the war, which } Inftrudions to the Commiffioners, Sept. 
**« they had undertaken contrary tothe advice 15th, 1769. 

‘« of the prince of the c untry; to leave tre § Letter from Select Committee, Sept. 29th, 
*« Nabob, though included in the treaty of Pas = 770. 

‘© ric, and an acknowledged ally by their fo. ll «75,0001, Rows’s Appendix, No. XXI. 
“* vereign ’? « name only, “ without acountry. p. 564. 

“This,” they fay, ‘may look Ike violence, ® General letter, March r7th, 1749. 
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Though the Rajah feems to have been fincere in his attachment to 
Hyder, that crafty chief wifhed to command more decifively the 
councils of his weak, verfatile and vicious ally. That profligate 
young man, being deflitute of every dignity of mind, was always 
fond of the Company, and was confequently led, by the advice of 
Gilbihapah, a 
BaRRAWAR, an Office fimilar to that of a pimp in a common bro- 
thel, but if poffible of lefs dignity, was firft his favourite and after- 


men of the loweft cafts and moft fervile profeffions. 


wards his minifter *. In the beginning of the year 1770, one Huffan 
Khan Soor, a fellow who had ufed to get his living at Putcotah, by 
catching fifth |, having recommended himfclf to the Rajah, by playing 
on a mufical inftrument, was placed by him, in the chief management 
of the affairs of government. Mona-ji, who had ferved his family fo 
long, was not only difplaced, but confined ; and evena plot for affafi- 
nating him, in his own houfe, was formed {. The new minifter, who 
feems to have been a Mahommedan, proved fo ungrateful to a foolith 
mafter, who had raifed him from the duft, that he is faid to have de- 
vifed a fcheme for placing the fort of Tanjore, in the hands of Hyder 
Ali §. Tulja-ji, who was as inconftant in his favours, as he was ver- 
fatile in his politics, became foon tired of the fifherman, and difmifled 
him from the office of minifter |]. But no change of fervants 
In 
the month of July 1770, he was in arrear, for the ftipulated tri- 


wrought any favourable alteration in the mind of the Rajah. 


bute ; and he continued his intrigues and correfpondence with Hyder 
Ali, throughout the remaining part of the year . 

In December 1770, the defigns of the Rajah to difturb the repofe 
of the Carnatic, began to be difcovered by intelligence received, from 


various quarters, by the Prefidency, as well as by the Nabob. A 


* The Author of the Defence of Lord Pi- 
oot expoles Ais felf, in making a Darawar, a 
charaéter of dignity. That vile appellation is 
too coarfe to be even pronounced, by any Indian, 
Foffeiled of delicacy. 


t+ Rous’s Appendix, No. XXII, p. 635, 637, 
1 Ibid. page. 
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vackeel from Hyder Ali, to the Rajah of Tanjore, was flopped, 
with his retinue at the fort of Caroor™, under the jurifdiGion of 
Tritchinopoly, till orders fhould be reccived concerning him, from the 
Nabob and the Prefidency. An intercourfe of letters had pafled, 
between Tulja-ji and Madaverow the chief of the Marattas [; and 
the hoftile preparations, which were made throughout the territory 
of Tanjore, feemed to place it, beyond a doubt, that fomething 
more, than mere ceremony, was the foundation of the Rajah’s cor- 
refpondence, with foreign powers. On the 2d of February 1771, 
the Rajah marched from Tanjore with an army, with the profeffed 
intention of proceeding again{t the country of the Marawar f. 
That country extends, along the bay of Bengal, from the bor- 
ders of Tanjore to point Ramen, the neareft part of the conti- 
nent to the ifland of Ceylon, from which that point ts feparated, by 
a fhallow and narrow channel. The fea, ftretching to the weft from 
point Ramen, borders the country to the fouth; and an ideal line 
divides it, on the weft, from the province of Madura, to whofe 
Rajah the Marawar was tributary §, before the Carnatic fell into the 
hands of the Mahommedans. Madura itfelf, with all its vaffals, 
depended on the province of Tritchinopoly, when the latter was 
reduccd by the Moguls ; and confequently its tributaries, under 
their ancient tenures, were transferred to the conquerors |]. The 
Marawar himfelf acknowledged his dependence, and was ob- 
liged to furnifh ‘* his quota of troops to the government of Trit- 
‘ chinopoly, in time of war and danger 4] The country, pro- 
perly called that of the Marawar, was itfelf divided into two ge- 
vernments, the moft extenfive of which was fubject to a chief called 


* Rous’s Appendix, No. XXII. p. 569, pendence of NJarava, or the country of the 


70. Marawar. We find, by the letters of the Je- 
+ Ibid. p. 569. fuits, who travelled in Marava in 1709, thatic 
¢ Ibid. p. 570. had from all antiquity bcen fubject to the go- 


§ Jefuits Letters, vol. 1, The Prefidentand vernment of Madura. 
Council of l'ort St. George do not appear to {| Rous’s Appendix, No. XXIF. p. 581. 
have becn well informed concerning the de- ™ Ibid, No. XXII. p. 672. 68c. 82. 


the 


THE EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 


199 


the Polygar of Satputty *, or the Great Marawar; the latter was © +4 P. 


known, by the name of the territories of the Polygar of Nellah- C+ 


cottah, commonly, but corruptedly, ftiled Nalcooty. 


The pretenfions, by which the Rajah juftified his hoftilities, againft Rajah’s pres 


the Marawar, were founded upon prior tranfadtions, which require 
to be explained. In the year 1716, fome difputes arifing between 
the Rajah of Tanjore and the Marawar, the former invaded the ter- 
ritories of the latter; who, though he was affifled by his fuperior, 
the Rajah of Tritchinopoly, was defeated, and loft a part of his 
country to the victor}. Sadatulla Chan, then Nabob of the Car- 
natic, being the lawful fuperior of both the contending parties, 
having interfered, transferred their difputes into his Divan, who 
fettled them under certain reftriions, with regard to the countries 
feized by the Rajah of Tanjore {. Upon the death of the Marawar, 
in the year 1725, his fucceflor was difplaced, by a relation, aided 
by the armsof Tanjore. Another pretender arifing was affifted, in 


the fame manner, by the Tanjorines ; but, after he got poffeffion of . 


the government, he proved ungrateful to his benefactors, and having 
defeated them, in the field, expelled them from the countries, which 
they had feized in 1716 §. Inthe time of Pretaupa Sing, his gene- 
ral, Mona-ji, retook the ceded territories; but the Marawar repof- 
feffed himfelf of thofe territories, in the year 1764, when the Na- 
bob and Enelifh were engaged in the fiege of Madura |]. It was to 
recover what his father had loft, that Tulja-ji took the field, with 
a rabble rather than an army, confifling of fixty-four thoufand 
men 4. He was joined on his march by fome topatles and artillery- 





* Reus’s Appendix, No. AXIL. p. go. Horfe — 4,000 
+ Tbid. No. XXII, p. 689. S-poys — 10,000 
t Ibid. p. 631. Peons -— 40,009 
§ Ibid. Coniniatties — 10,000 
| Ibid. —- 

€ \bid. No. XXI. p. 598. This rabble 64,600 
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men, from the fettlement of Negapatam §, the Dutch being offended 
with the Marawar for difturbing their pearl-fifhery on the coaft |}. 


They were to have been gratified for their affiftance, with fome 
diftricts along the fhore f. 


The Tanjorines, having taken the barrier of Mooderwauly, in 
the firft week of February*, entered the territories of the Marawar, 
ravaged the open country, took almoft every place of ftrength, and 
fat down before Ramnadaporam, the capital, before the end of the 
month tf. The Marawar himfelf being a minor, the management of 
affairs was in the hands of his mother, the widow of the late Mara- 
war, a woman of a mafculine fpirit. To prevent herfelf and her 
fon from falling into the hands of the Rajah, fhe kept a quantity 
of powder near their apartments, to which fhe had refolved to fet 
fire, fhould they happen to be driven to the laft extremity @. 


The vigorous defence of Ramnadaporain, at length, induced the 
Rajah to liften to terms, a few days after he had opened his batteries. 
The conditions were, that the Marawar fhould give a lack of rupees 
in ready money, two clephants, two pieces of cannon, fome jewcls, 
and other things of value. That he fhould cede to the Rajah the 
countries he had lately taken by force; and deliver the fort and 
diftrict of Armogan, for the refidence of a perfon of the blood of the 
Marawar, whofe pretenfions the Rajah had cngaged to fupport |. 
“ Having fizifbed the bufinefs of the Greater-Marawar**,”’ to ufe the 
exprefion of the Rajah, that of the Lefler-Marawar or Nalcooty 
onby remained, which he refolved alfo to finifh §§. Having effected 
bis mode of fettlement, by extorting moncy, territories and things 


§ Rous’s Appendix, No. XXI. p. 572. { Ibid. 

| Grp 623. | Ibid. p. Gos. 
} Ibid. p. 574. ** Ibid. p. 609. 
° [bid, p. 576. &§ Ibid. 
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of value from Nalcooty, he returned to Tanjore; but kept his army 
in readinefs to take the field 7. 

Though the Marawar was almoft as faithlefs a vaflal, as the Rajah 
of Tanjore, to the Nabob, he did not fail to apply very early for 
the afliftance of that Prince, againft the invader of his country. 
The Leffer Marawar or Polygar of Nalcooty, knowing that he was 
deftined to be the next victim, was equally prefling in his folicitations 
for the fupport of his fuperior. Both owned their dependence and 
fubmiffion as fubjects of the Carnatic*; they foothed, flattered, en- 
treated, and promifed.|. The Nabob, as the power of the fword was 
in other hands, could only fend remonftrances to the Prefidency. Dur- 
ing the military progrefs of Tulja-jt, which continued only fix 
weeks, he wrote twenty-two requifitions; but the government of 
Fort St. George were, either too cautious or too ill prepared to take 
the field. Mr. Du-Pre, the Prefident, wrote a letter to the Rajah, 
on the 14th of February {, exprefling his furprife at his commenc- 
ing hoftilities, without laying the ftate of his difputes with the Ma- 
rawar before the fuperior of both, the Nabob of the Carnatic. He 
told the Rajah, that he had given him, upon other occafions, his 
friendly advice; and that, now, on behalf of the Company, as guaran- 
tee of the treaty of 1762,he was obliged togive it as his opinion, that 
the part the Rajah acted was contrary to that treaty§, The Prefi- 
dent added, ** When you reflect on this, if it be your intention to 
‘> maintain peace and friendfhip with the Circar of the Carnatic and 
“ the Company, you will, no doubt, immediately recal your troops» 


“~ 


‘ refrain from the leaft hoftility againft the Marawar, depending 
“ that juftice will be done, upon enquiry into the circumftances of 
© the calelme 


~ 


+ Mr. Do Preé’s Vindication, p. 35. { Lbid. p. 574. 
* Rous’s Appendix, No. XXf. p. 580, 53. § Ibid. p. 575. 
586. H, bid. 


4. Ibid. pafim, 
‘i Though 


1SI 


C H Age. 
Vi. 
nny need 


177 le 
The Marawar 
applies for 
afliitance to 
the Nabob, 


So does Nal- 
cocty. 


Both own 
their de- 
pendence. 


Nabob makes 
twenty-two 
requilitions to 
the Pref- 
dency. 


Who writelo 
the Rajah. 


His tnfolent 
an(wer. 


His letter 
confidered as 
a dehance. 


HISTORY AND MANAGEMENT OF 


Though the Rajah received this letter, before he fat down before 


Ramnadaporam, about the goth of February, his anfwer was only 


returned on the 25th of March, a contiderable time after he had 
‘© finifhed” the affairs of the Marawar. Having given fome account 
of the origin of his claims on the Greater and Leffler Marawar, to- 


gether with injuries which he pretended to have received from the 
Polygar Tondiman, he concludes his letter with the following 
words, which are more expreflive of his views and refractory condu& 
than any comment that could be made: ‘* You are a protector of my 


&¢ 


€¢ 


€¢ 


6¢ 


4 


government,’ you fay, ‘“‘notwithftanding you have not fettled 
a fingle affair belonging to me*. If! ftay quiet I fhall greatly 
hurt my dignity, wherefore I marched myfelf. If you now ad- 
vife me to defift, what anfwer canI give toitt? In the treaty, 
it was not forbidden to clear the country poffeffed by the Mara- 
wary, or to undertake an expedition againft the Polygars, who 
may ufe compulfions; fince it is fo, it cannot be deemed contrary 
to treaty. You write, that if | defift, you will fettle the affairs in 
a reafonable manner; | continued to fpeak to you, this long 
lime, concerning this affair, but you have not fettled 1t; not- 
withftanding, if you now write, that [ did not acquaint yon before 
I began it, what anfwer can I make to it§? I have fi/bed the 
affairs relating to the Marawar and confirmed him in his bufinefs. 
The affair with Nalcooty remains to be finifhed, which 1 fhall 
alfo finifb ||.” 

Though this letter, particularly the fentence with which it con- 


cludes, was confidered by the Sele Committee |, in the light of a 


* Mr. Do Pre had ferred the treaty of t762. with the French Governor of Pondicherry ; 
| He had now fnifbed the bufinels. and fenta Vackeel to the Marattas, who threat- 
} ‘© The treaty related only to matters of ered at the time the Catnaic with invafion. 


account.” Nr, Du Pre’s Vindicatior, p. 16. 9 Reus’s Appendix, No. XX. p. 608. 


é 


§ At the very time that the Rajah gave, ina | Ibid. p. Goo. 
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defiance *, they were unwilling, for various reafons, to carry things 
To a want of ability of taking the field with effed, 
they added their fears from foreign powers, efpecially from the Ma- 
rattas |. Miftaking the infolence of Tulja-ji for a confidence de- 


to extremitics. 


rived from the certainty of aid, from the neighbouring ftates, they 
becaine irrefolute and indecifive in their councils; if a judgment 
may be formed from the perufal of their minutes. But there is rea- 
fon to fufpect, that private animofity, in this cafe, as well as in 
affairs of greater intricacy, fuperfeded, or at leaft fufpended, the re- 
gard of the Prefidency for the public weal. The confidence which 
the Nabob had derived from the fupport of his Majefty’s minifter, 
had diminifhed ¢4er influence at his Durbar; and, from a refent- 
ment, natural to men jealous of power, they were unwilling to in- 
volve themfelves in a war for the confztutional rights of a govern- 
ment, which they had ceafed to controul. An intercourfe of fharp 
letters, which had begun between them and the Plenipotentiary 
upon his arrival, ftill continued; and, as the Nabob feemed to lean 
towards the fentiments of the latter, in his correfpondence, frefh fuel 
was added to the flame. 


to partake of any complaifance to the inclinations of that Prince; 


Their deliberations could not be fuppofed 


and we, therefore, muft conclude, that their fubfequent refolutions 
againft Tanjore proceeded either from neceflity or a fenfe of juftice: 
and not from any favour for the Nabob f. 

Toffed between the expediency and even neceflity of bringing 
the Rajah to account, for hts unjuftifiable condudt, and their own 
animofity againft the Nabob, the Prefidency became irrefolute, in- 
decifive, and fluctuating in their councils. On the one fide, a 
fenfe of duty and an attention to the public fafety erected a bul. 
wark of faéts and arguments, to fupport their refolution; on the 
‘¢ the Governor and Conncil; and feem hurt 
‘deft their arbitrary mandates and practices 
‘* fhould meet with any chee', from being made 


‘© kaown to their country.” Sir Robert Har- 
land to the Earl of Rochford, Feb. 26th, 1772. 


* Rous’s Appendix, No, XXII. p. 665. 

+ Ibid. 

{ ‘© The Company’s fervants really appear 
* tobe exceedingly forry, that the princes» f 
‘¢ India know their SovEREIGN is greater than 
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other, animofity and exceflive caution ftept in and levelled all again. 
In deliberating on the fubjeét, they brought before them fuch of 
the Company’s orders, as feemed to affect what they called “ their 
prefent critical fituation *.” The Court of Directors, in their letter 
of the 27th of June, 1770, had ftrictly forbidden them ‘‘ to become 
‘© parties in any difputes between the powers of India t.”---But the 
Rajah of Tanjore was 2of an independent power, but a feudatory, 
a vaflal, who had failed in his duty to the Carnatic, of the peace 
of which, the Prefidency were the guardians. The Court of Di- 
rectors had declared, in their letter of the 23d of March, in the 
fame year, “* that they were bound by the treaty of Paris to ac- 
“‘ knowledge, and ftrongly urged by honour and intereft to fup- 
‘© port Mahommed Ali as Nabob of the Carnatic. Yet they finely 
‘ forbid their fervants, even in fupport of their ally, to invade the 
** dominions of thofe, who defire the friendfhip of the Company, and 
*« do not forfeit it, by becoming themfelves the AGGRessors {.” 
But the Rajah of Tanjore had not only leagued with their enemies, 
but had become ‘* the aggreflor,” by kindling a war in the heart of 
the Carnatic, the peace and tranquillity of which they had been or- 
dered to defend and vindicate §. The Court of Dire€tors had, in 
their letter of the 17th of March, 1769, given ftri€t orders for 
bringing the Rajah to account, as a vaffal of the Carnatic, for his 
conduct during the Myfore war; yet in their letter of the 23d 
March, 1770, in a fit of pafhon with their fervants, on account of 
the treaty with Hyder Ahi, they feem to /u/pend the exccution of their 
orders relative to Tanjore. But the Prefidency were of opinion, 
that the article of the treaty, which included the Rajah, was fo far 
from fecuring him, from being brought to account, for any breach 
on the conflitutional rights of his fuperior, that it could not be con- 


wv 


™ Rous's Arpendix, No. XXIL. p. C59. t Ibid. p. C60, 
+ Ibid, § Ibid. p. 662. 
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ftrued to defend him againft animadverfion, for his unjuftihable be- 
haviour during the war ||. 

Without having recourfe to the orders of the Court of Dire€ors, 
‘© which, however pofitive, as they were made for general purpofes, 
‘© could never completely embrace the variety of circumftances 
‘© which might arife *,’’ the Prefidency fhould have recurred to 
the expediency of the meafure, founded upon the conftitutional 
rights of the Nabob and the Rajah. It appears that the Rajah’s 
conduct was not only unjuftifiable, but deferved immediate chaf- 
tifement, ‘* becaufe, being himfelf a tributary of the Carnatic, his 
‘‘ taking up arms again{t its dependents, was an act of hoftility 
“ againft the government to which he was a vaffal tf.” That had it 
even been true, which was by no means the cafe, that the Mara- 
war was not dependent on Tritchinopoly, the Rajah was highly re- 
prehenfible, in deciding by arms difputes, which ought to have 
been fettled, according to ancient cuftom, by the Divan of the 
Nabob of the Carnatic {. That, as his lighting the flames of war, 
not only without the confent, but contrary to the exprefs orders of 
his fuperior, was an act of rebellion, it was the duty of the allies 
of that prince to affift him “ in a manner confiftent with the juftice 
‘and dignity of his government §.” That independent of their en- 
gagements to the Nabob, their own intereft and the fafety of the 
poffeflions of the Company, depended on the fpeedy reduction of 
aman, who was privately connected with the Marattas and Hyder, 
and had invited the arms of both to an invafion of the Carnatic. 
That, befides his intrigues with the powers of India, he had not 


only fhewn a manifeft partiality for other European nations, in pre- 
{} Mr. Du Pre’s Vindication, p, 16. t Rous’s Appendix, No, XXI. 
* Rous’s Appendix, p. 659. ; § Court of Dire&ors to the Select Commit- 


+ Prefident to the Nabob, Feb. 20, 1771. tee, March 17, 17609. 
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ference to the Englifh, but had obftrudted and difcouraged the com- 
merce of the latter ||. That, inftead of adhering to the treaty of 
1762, in which he had been fo much favoured, he had refufed or 
neglected to pay his tribute, for the laft two years. That, without 
any diffimulation on that fubjeé&, he infulted the guarantees, who 
had folemnly bound themlelves to “ affift the party performing 
‘‘ againft the party failing to perform,” by declaring, “ that if the 
‘* Englith are inclined to maintain the friendfhip, the tribute may 
“be paid fometime fooner or later*;” plainly making ¢heir good 
behaviour the condition of 4:s performing his own duty. That it 
was, as contrary to juftice as to found policy, to permit a power to 
exift in the heart of the Carnatic, who, inftead of contributing to 
the general defence +, was ready with his treafure and troops, to 
affift invaders t. That, upon the whole, the connection of the 
Rajah with the enemies of the Carnatic, his hoftilities againft its 
dependents, his flagrant breach of the treaty of 1762 §, his parti- 
ality to others in oppofition to the Englifh intereft, his difobedience 
to his fuperior, his ingratitude to his protectors, his behaviour in 
the late war, the danger, if not certainty of his kindling an- 
other war, unlefs prevented, rendered it, at once, juft, expedient 
and neceflary, to bring him to a fevere account for his con- 


dud 4. 


‘© money to Hyder, when he entered the Car- 
‘© natic, in the beginning of 1769.’’ Rous’s 
Appendix, Noa XXII, p. 685. 


| Rous’s Appendix, No. XXII. p. 664. 
® [bid. No. XXI. p, 622. 
+ lbigie pale 3 3 


t ibid, ‘The Rajah has broke the peace; he 
§ The tribute had remained unpaid fince <‘* has not cven paid the Peithcuifh ; he is in 
July sith, 1769. P. 624. 684. “* every refpe€ithe agereffor. The Nabob ts the 


‘* party injured; and the Prefidency are bound 


q ‘ The Rajah has, however, given grounds 
** to fee juftice done.” Sir John Lindfay to 


‘* for many pretences to treat him with feveri- 
Rous’s 


€ ty; he has not paid the Peiflicuith regularly, 
«< he did not furnith affiitance in the war ; and 
‘© he did furnifh provifions and paid a fum of 
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Though the Prefidency felt the force of all thofe arguments and 
facts, they proceeded, with manifeft caution, if not coldnefs, in 
their preparations, for an expedition againft Tanjore. The want 
of military ftores, a deficiency of funds for the other expences of 
war, the declaration of the Marattas in favour of the Rajah *, real 
or fuppofed dangers from Nizam Ali, the attachment of Hyder to 
Tulja-ji, the connection of that Rajah with the French and other 
Europeans were the oftenfible reafons, for the inactivity of the 
Prefidency. But, it 1s apparent, that the jealoufy of the Company’s 
fervants of the influence of his Majefty’s plenipotentiary with the 
Nabob, which jealoufy had been inflamed into paflion and even 
vindictivenefs, by an intercourfe of intemperate letters, had been 
the chief obftacle to decifive meafures +. The Rajah, afcribing their 
inactivity to their want of power, acquired confidence, and re- 
mained in the fame ftate of open defiance to the Nabob and his 
allies. Having ‘ finz/bed” the bufinefs of the two Marawars, he 
returned to his capital, which he prepared for defence {. He ad- 
vanced a confiderable force, within two ftages of Tritchinopoly. He 
refolved to take 6000 Marattas into his pay ; and as an undoubted 
demonftration of his intentions, he detached a body of five hun- 
dred chofen horfe, a battalion of Sepoys and two guns, to furprife 
and take the Nabob’s fecond fon, who, he had heard, was on his 
way to Tritchinopoly §. 

Notwithftanding the apparent unwillingnefs of the Prefidency to 
plunge themfelves into a war, in fupport of the rights of the Na- 
bob and their own guarantee of the treaty of 1762, the Rajah’s 
conduct had become fo glaringly hoftile, that they could no longer 
remain inactive fpectators ||. They had been frequently folicited in 

* Rous’s Appendix, No. XXII. p. 679. 

+ Sir John Lindfay to the Secretary of State, 
June 23, 1771. Vide Remarks on the Na- 


bob’s Letter of March 24, 1771. Rous’s Ap- 
pendix, No. XXII. p. 682 to 684. 
Bb2 


t Sir John Lindfay to the Secretary of State, 
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vain by the Nabob ; but, now, they applied to that prince in their 
turn *. Mahommed Ali, cither impreffed with thofe difficulties, 
which had fuggefted themfelves to the Prefidency, or, from a doubt 
of the expediency of the meafure, or a defpair of the fuccefs of an 
expedition againft Tanjore, expreffed his unwillingnefs to accede to 
their propofal. He informed them, that there were three obftacles 
to the undertaking, which feemed infurmountable. That the Ra- 
jah had fent a large {um of money to the French, a thing much in 
his power, on account of his wealth. That he had gained Hyder, 
by whofe means he hoped to become independent of the Carnatic ; 
and that he had folicited and obtained the promife of affliftance from 
the Marattas-++. The Prefident, in anfwer to the Nabob’s objections, 
obferved, ‘* that things were now come to fuch a pafs, between the 
‘¢ Rajah, the Company, and the Nabob, by the great lengths to 
‘ which the former had gone {,”’ that he really believed Tanjore 
would join any enemy of the Carnatic. That the reduction of a 
force fo hoftile was effential to the fafety of the Nabob and to 
the interefts of the Company. That an expedition of the na- 
ture of that propofed muft ever be attended with mfk, and 
might be productive of an invafion by the Marattas; but that their 
coming, at that time of the year, would be attended with lefs lofs 
and danger, than in the feafon, in which the Nabob had been fo 
caver for the expedition. That, as to the French, it was indeed 
moft probable, they would join the Rajah, as foon as they were in 
any condition for that purpofe ; but, that this circumftance, inftead 
of being an obje€tion to the expedition, was the moft urgent mo- 
tive to the undertaking it, before they had acquired the power of 
giving effectual aid to the enemy. That, as to Hyder, there was 
little to be apprehended from that chief, confidering the prefent 
untoward ftate of his own affairs §. 


* June 12,1771. Rous’s App. No. XXII, p. 685. flbid. p.686. gbid. § Ibid. 
a To 
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To thefe reafons, the Nabob replied, ‘ that he was under the or- 
“der” of the Prefidency. But the committee, who had waited upon 
him, on the occafion, thinking that he wifhed to fhelter the meafure, 
under that exprcffion, declared that every thing depended, on the 
refolution ke himfelf fhould form. Doubting no longer the fincerity 
of their intentions, he begged leave to afk three queftions: Whether 
the object of the expedition was merely to chaftife the Rajah? The 
recovery of a fum of money, for his contumacy? Or the abfolute 
conqueft of the country? The committee anfwered, That could the 
Rajah be brought to the payment of a large fum of moncy, and to 
{ubmit to fuch regulations, as might remove all future apprehenfions, 
it were better than to proceed to abfolute conqueft. But that, as it 
was doubtful, whether the Rajah could be brought to fecure terms, 
without coming to that extremity, it was neceflary to adapt the pre- 
parations for the expedition to that ultimate obje&t. The refult was, 
that the Nabob became, for the time, reconciled to the propofals of 
the committee, upon their affuring him, that whatever fums of mo- 
ney might be taken from the Rajah, fhould be applied to the difcharge 
of his debts to private creditors, after deducting from thofe fums, 
the expences of the expedition}. But after this acquiefcence of the 
Nabob, he recurred, in the beginning of July, to hts former objec- 
tions. Thefe, however, were again over-ruled, by the cagernefs of 
the Prefidency for an expedition, which the infolent conduc and 
dangerous intrigues of the Rajah had, now, rendered abfolutcly ne- 
ceflary {. 

Notwithftanding this fecond acquiclcence to the inclinations of the 
Prefidency, the Nabob’s averfion to a military expedition recuried. 
Preferring negociation, toa recourfe to war, 1t appears, that he pro- 
pofed to bring about an accommodation, by the means of the Maratta 
vackeel §. Ina conference with the Prefident, on the 22d of July, 


+ Rous’s Appendix, No. SAUL. p. 687 t Ibid. p. 6g. § Ibid, p. €93. 
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he infinuated his averfion to hoftile meafures, ftated difficulties, and 
hinted the expediency of remaining quiet at prefent, and deferring 
the expedition to another time||. In another conference, on the 
23d, “ he expreffed his difinclination to an immediate expedition, 
* chufing rather an accommodation with the Rajah, to be negociated 
‘* by bimfelf, without their interpofition ; but defiring, neverthe- 
** lefs, their fupport to the meafure *.”? It appears, that the Select 
Committee, taking the whole ferioufly to their confideration, had 
come to a refolution to leave the negociation to the Nabob, and to 
give him every fupport f. ‘ By the minutes of the 29th of July it 
*¢ alfo appears, that the Nabob had opened his demands to the Tan- 
“¢ jore vackeel; but that the vackeel declared, he had no powers to 
‘< accommodate the matter; that finding the negociations at Madras 
‘¢ might be attended with ruinous delays, he had propofed to fend his 
‘ eldeft fon to Tritchinopoly, requefting the Prefidency to fupport 
‘him, with the appearance of refolution, to compel the Rajah, if 
‘¢ neceflary, by military force {.”’> On the other hand, the Rajah, 
meaning nothing lefs than a reafonable accommodation, ‘ ufed de- 
<< Jays, procraftinations, and evafions, in order to wafte the time, 
“till the fetting in of the rains, and the rifing of the Monfoon, 
‘¢ fhould deprive the Nabob and Englhith of the power of military 
‘¢ compulfion, for the feafon §.” 

The defigns of the Rajah appeared fo evident to the Prefidency, 
that they perceived no probability of his fubmitting to fafe and ho- 


“~ 


nourable terms, without military compulfion |. Orders were, there- 
fore, iffued to General Smith, on the goth of July, to prepare the 
army afiembled at Tritchinopoly, for taking the field. Thefe orders 
mentioned, ‘‘ that the Nabob had determined to accept terms from 


|| Rous’s Appendix, No. XXII. p. 694, ¢ Ibid. p. 728, 719. 
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the Rajah ;” but the Prefidency, at the fame time, declared that 
“it was highly probable, the Rajah would never comply with fuch 
*¢ terms, as fhould be deemed fafe, honourable and fufficient, unlefs 
Under the fuppofition, that 
matters might proceed to an abfolute conqueft of Tanjore, they made 


Upon the requifition of the Na- 


€¢ | 99 


compelled by force of aris | 


prior arrangements for that event. 
bob, they agreed to place the country and capital in his hands; in 
the fame manner, as the Company had done, on former occafions, 
with refpect to the forts and territories of other Zemindars, who had 
been reduced, on account of actual rebellion againft the government 
-of the Carnatic, or for withholding the cuftomary tribute 4. 
In return, the Nabob promifed to pay to the Company a free gift of 
ten lacks of pagodas +, with a donation to the troops, in compenf{a- 
tion for the plunder, fhould the place be taken by ftorm. But he 
refufed to receive a garrifon of the Company’s troops, as a matter 
of right, into the fort ; though he declared, ‘“ that whenever there 
«© fhould be occafion, he fhould defire and folicit the Prefidency to 
‘¢ carrifon the place t, in the fame manner as Tritchinopoly and Ve- 


‘ lore *,” 


| Rous’s Appendix, No. XXII. p. 722. 

@ Ibid. p. 727. . 
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* In addition to the facts and arguments, in 
the preceding pages, it is thought proper to 
throw into a note the Susstance of Mr. Du 
Pré’s Vindication of the Expedition of 1771. 
Though that gentleman’s reafonings are not fo 
forcibly expreffed, in the following abitract, as 
in his own work, fome advantace may be de- 
rived from their being compendioully collected 
into one point of view. Whoever will be at 
the trouble of reading the Enormous volumes 
publifthed by the Court of Dircétors, in their 
own defence, will readily allow, that Mr, Du 
Pré is, at leaft, an 1mParTra authority, in 
whatever regards the interelts of the Nabob of 
Arcot. 


Men, 


Subfiance of Mr, Du Pre’s Vindication, Se. 

The motives to the expedition of 1771 were 
partly in obedience to particular orders; partly 
1o fulfil the guarantee of the treaty of 17623 
but chiefly from juft apprehenfions that the ge- 
neral peace of the Carnatic, and even the im- 
mediate poffeffions of the Nabob and Company 
would be endangered, fhould not the power of 
the Rajah of ‘Tanjore be checked. 

The temporizing and deceitful conduct of 
the Rajah, in the Myfore war, had excited the 
refentment of the Court of Dire€tors. This 
they exprefs in very pointed terms, in their 
letters to Madras, of the 17th of March 1759. 
In the 7th paragraph of that to the Seleé 
Committee, after animadverting fevcrely on the 
conduct of the Rajah, for not contributing to 
the defence of the Carnatic, which he ought to 
have done as a tributary, they cnjoin them to 

give 


Igt 


C Hae. 
VE 


Fventual ar- 
rangements, 
in cafe of war. 


XQs 


CH AP. 
Vi 


HISTORY AND MANAGEMENT OF 


Men, who neither underftood the conftitution of the Carnatic, nor 


———_ the peculiar fituation of the Prefidency, have ftigmatifed thefe terms 


The whele ar- 
gument ftat- 
ed, relative to 
the pretcn-~ 
fions of the 
Company to 
the difpofal of 
Tanjore. 


give the Nabob fuch fupport in his pretenfions 
on the Rajah, as he might think confiffent 
with the juftice and dignity of his govern- 
ment. 

Thefe orders weie poftive. But before the 
Committee had taken any meafures in ccnie- 
quence of them, they had the mortification to 
find that the indignation of the Court of Direc- 
tors, fo lately exprefled againit the Rajah of 
Tanjore, was transferred to themfelves. In 
the treaty with Hyder Ali, at the clofe of the 
Myfore war, the Prefident and Council of Ma- 
dras had, for political reafons, included the Ra- 
jah, on the part of the Carnatic, thongh his 
condu&t dcferved no attention to his intereft, 
From their mittaking the nature and extent of 
this tranfadtion, it was condemned by the Court 
of Directors, in terins full of acrimony and re- 
proach. In their letter to the Prefident aud 
Council, of March 23, 1770, after fome far- 
caltic obfervations on the {kill of their fervants 
In negotlation, they fay, that the King of Tan- 
jore, who, as tributary to the Nabob, ought to 
have furnifhed his quota towards carrying on 
the war, is cffcQually feltered by the faith of 
a treaty from being compellable to contribute a 
fingle rupee; and that, therefore, their former 
orders, relative to the King of Tanjore, were 
neceffarily fufpended, as being rendered utterly 
impoflible to be carried into execution. 

The chagrin rather than the convidtion of the 
Dire€tors, relative to the confequences of the 
treaty with Hyder, is evident, The Prefidency, 
in their own vindication, wrote their fentiments 
very fully in their letter of January 31, 1770. 
They explained the motives of the war and 
peace with Hyder, and declared it as their opi- 
nion, that the ftipulation with refpe& to the 
Rajah could neither be an obftacle to the exe- 
caution of the orders of the 17th of March «769, 
nor fhelter him from any conflitutional claims of 
the Nabob for military fervice or otherwi‘e. 

The fame fentiments were repeated at differ. 
ent times, If, therefore, the Court thought 


with 


thens inadmiffible, they onght to have fignified 
their difapprobation, and thereby have prevent- 
ed the execution of orders which appeared to 
them inconfiftent with the treaty. So far from 
that, however, they took no further notice of 
the matter. The Prefidency, therefore, thought 
themfelves warranted, from the filence of the 
Company, to confider the orders of 1769 as 
fil] ftanding in force, whenever the firuation 
of affairs fhoutd demand their execution, They 
accordingly mentioned them in their difpatches 
of the zoth of July 1771, a5 one reafon, among 
others, for calling the Rajah to account. 
Thofe difpatches were received in England in 
January 1772; and the Court of Direétors ap- 
proved of the conduct of their fervants to that 
period. 

From thefe circumftances, it is fubmitted, 
whether the Prefidency had not reafon to un- 
derftand the filence of the Court of DireSors 
as an acquiefcence in their explanations on that 
fubje&t ; and whether they judged amifs in con- 
fidering the angry paragraph, which is now fet 
up asa revocation of tlic orders of 1769, to be 
rather a motive for their enforcement. The 
Court fignify mucn diipleafire with their fer- 
vants for a certain article in their treaty with 
Hyder; but what they fay is evidently more 
expreffive of their fears left that aiticle fhould 
prove an obitacle to the execution of their for- 
mer orders, than of a aus/> that thofe orders 
fhould be fufpended. Were one permitted to 
hazard a conjeéture, it might be fuppofed that 
there was not an intention to /u/pend, much lefs 
to reveke, thofe orders, until the neav arrange- 
ments for retlorirg the Rajah in 1775 render- 
ed a difapprobation of ofd meafures neceffary. 

With what colour of juftice, therefore, can 
the Court of Dire€tors pafs fo fevere a cenfure 
upon their fervants as to tcll them that, in the 
expedition of 1771, they had departed from the 
letcer and fpiric of the Company’s orders? If 
the duplicity of the Rajah’s condué in the My. 
fore war appeared to the Company in fuch a 
light, as to warrant the decifive orders which 

they 
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with the name of conceflions, and, as fuch, have afcribed them to C Gun P. 


rivate and felfifh motives. Thefe oucht to have confidered, thatas “—~\——~ 
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they had given to their fervants in 17€9; how 
much more forcibly did both the /etter and 
Jpirit of thofe orders {fpeak, when the Rajah 
not only refufed to pay to the Nabob the ar- 
rears of a tribute ftipnlated by the treaty of 
1762, and for the perfermance of which the 
Company had made themielyes the guarantees ; 
but when, at the fame time, in defiance of a'l 
remonitrances, and in direct violation of the 
treaty with Hyder, he became an aggreffor, and 
took up arms againft the dependents of the Car- 
natic ! 

Had the treaty with Hycer ftipnlated any 
thing in favour of the Rajah which could even 
be /uppofed to impede the exccution of the or- 
ders of 1769, his following concué plainly re- 
moved the obftacle. By a breach of the treaty, 
be fo-feited all right to its benefits; and confe- 
quently the orders, inftcad of being any longer 
deubtful, became inftantly clear and decifive, 
and refumed the fame force and vigour as if no 
fuch treaty had ever exited. 

But the Prefidency have no need to appeal to 
fuppofitions, and the dedutions arifing from 
them, in their own vindication. They can 
plead the expref; declaration of the Company 
themfelves for the juflice of their preceedings. 
The Direftors, in their letter to the Nabob of 
March 25, 1772, acknowledge, that the rafh- 
nefs of the Rajah in taking up arms againft the 
Marawar and Nalcooty would, zt all events, 
have urged them to unfheath the fword in or- 
der to chaitife him, had the Nabob enfured the 
neccflary refources, When, therefore, the 
Nabob did enfure the neceflary refources, the 
expedition had their fandtion. 

Such was their own fenfe in 1772, of the 
principle upon which their fervants had pro- 
ceeded in t77t. They avow the fpirit of the 
orders of 176g inits fulleft extent. Whratever, 
thercfare, may be now alleged to invalidate 
thofe orders, it is evident that a different mode 
of conttrudtion was not adopted till after that 


period. But the expedition of 1773 made a 


the 


very material change in the ftate of the Carna- 
tic. That change of circumftances feems to 
have fuggefted a change of meafures; and, to 
jultify the zea fyftem, it became neceflary to 
condemn the old. 

Enough, it is hoped, has been now produced, 
both from the records of the Company and their 
fervants, to convince the impartial public that 
the expedition of 1771 was ftrictly conformable 
to the orders of 1769. But there were other 
motives, befides an obedience to thofe orders, 
which rendered that meafure not only expedient 
but even neceflary. 

The Rajah of Tanjore refufed to pay the 
tribute ftipulated by the treaty of 1762, for 
which the Company were refponfible; he 
would not contribute his quota towards the 
“charges of the Myfore war; he had rebellioufty 
invaded the rights of other fubjeéts of the Care 
natic, by force of arms; and there were the 
ftrongeft reafons to fufpect, that he had been 
in negociation with the Marattas, Hyder, the 
Dutch, Danes, and French. From all thefe 
circumftances collected together, the fervants of 
the Company thonght they faw fufficient caufe, 
not only to be upon their guard, but even to 
make ufe of compulfive meafures, fhould the 
refractory conduct of the Rajah continue to 
render them neceflary. 

They proceeded, however, with deliberation. 
Being averfe to a decifion by arms, if it pofibly 
could be avoided, they frtl had recourfe to le- 
nient methods, ‘They remonttrated to hin) on 
the impropricty of his behaviour, and repre- 
fented the confequences to which it muft ex- 
pofe him. They promifed him the proteion 
of the Company, as foon as he thewed that he 
ceferved it; but affured him, at the fame time, 
that a regular payment of the pcifheuifh, anda 
{trict compliance, in all other refpeéts, with the 
treaty of 1762, were the only conditions on 
which he could cither hope to obtain their 
friendihip, or even efcape their refentmenr. 
But nothing would do. FPerfuafion and threats 

orc were 
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the difpute related only to the feudal rights of the Carnatic over 
a dependent on its government, the rifque and expence of the war 
were to fall on the Nabob; and that, therefore, by the law of 
nations, he was entitled to the reward of victory. That the 


Company could only appear, as allies in his caufe, either as gua- 
rantees of the treaty of 1762, or as guardians of the peace of the 


Carnatic, a charaéter, which they had uniformly affumed, ever fince 


were equally employed in vain. The Rajah 
was not to be moved by the one, norintimidated 
by the other. The former he treated either 
with contempt or neglect, and he feemed to fet 
the latter at defiance ; for he fometimes carried 
the infolence of his anfwers fo fur as to exceed 
all bounds of forbearance. 

Had the Rajah difcovered any fymptoms of 
a conciliatory difpofition, there might have been 
hopes of an amicable accommodation, But 
his obflinate and contemptuous behaviour, not 
only precluded every expectation of that kind, 
but vaturally gave juft alarm. It feemed 
clearly to point out, that he had a dependence 
on foreign connections; as it was not to be 
fuppofed that he could rely on his own force 
alone againft the vnited power of the Nabob 
and the Company. In fuch a fituation, what 
were the fervants of the Company todo? The 
Safety of the Carnatic was in imminent danger. 
Che Nabob folicited the affiftance of the Com- 
pany, both as their own ally and as the ally of 
the Crown. The Company were bound to 
protect his government and rights; and the 
fecurity of their own poffeflions added weight 
to that obligation. As, therefore, no hopes of 
an acconimodation were left, there remained 
no other alternative, but to reduce the power 
of the Rajah to fuch a degree as to be no 
longer dangerous. 

Compelled by thefe confiderations, the Com. 
mittee, at length, yielded to the Nabob’s foli- 
citations. He agreed to bear the expences of 
the war; and they, as auxiliaries, gave him the 
afliftance of the Company’s troops, to fuppore 
the demands of his eldeft fon, who was fent to 
J ritchinopoly, with powers to propofe terms to 


2 


the Rajah. He remained obftinate. His ca- 
pital was befieged; but, when the breach be- 
came almoft practicable, he fubmitted to the 
Nabob’s propofitions, and the army rcturned to 
Tritchinopoly. 

It was eafy to forefee, however, that this 
compromife would not be of long duration; at 
leaf, on the part of the Rajah. Accordingly, 
frefh differences foon arifing between the Na- 
bob and him, a fecond expedition was under- 
taken againft him in 1773, which ended in the 
total reduction of his country. 

Inthe letter of the Court of Diretors of the 
t2th of April 1775, both expeditions have been 
much cenfured, though the firft was once ape 
proved. But, as the fame principal fervants 
were notin office at Fort St. George, at thofe 
different periods, it 1s only to vindicate the ex- 
pedition of 177¢t that the prefent obfervations 
are fubmitted to the public. Thofe gentle- 
men, who are chargeable for the fucceeding 
meafures, can, no doubt, if neceflary, fufficiently 
anfwer for themfelves. 

It is therefore to be hoped, that enough has 
been faid to vindicate the government of Fort 
St. George, on that occafion. But, fhould any 
thing further be wanting, to fatisfy the mind of 
the reader, it is fupplied by the Court of Di- 
rcétors themfelves, in their minute of the 18th 
of Auguit 17733 wherein their Chairman, in 
their name, complimented the Governor on his 
return to England, in very high terms of ap- 
probation, for his wife and upright manage- 
ment of their affairs; for his good conduct to- 
wards their ally the Subah of the Carnatic; 
and, in particular, for his invariable rcgard to 
their orders in all cafes. 


the 
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the French power had been annihilated on the coaft. That, as allics, 
auxiliaries, or mercenaries, they could acquire no inherent right to any 
territory, they might over-run, to no fortrefs, they might feize. That 
the keeping poffeflion of Tanjore, which is a part of the Caruatic, 
would have been a direct breach of the treaty of Paris, by which 
Mahommed Ali is guaranteed in the entire and exclutive pofleflion 
of that country. That fhould it be granted, a conceflion which we 
are, by no means, inclined to make, that Tanjore was wot a part of 
the Carnatic, yet, 1f conquered in a regular and folemn war, it muft 
have become fuch, as that war was the war of the Nabob, not the war 
of his auxiliaries and mercenaries, the Company. That, as the Com- 
pany neither were nor could be principals in hoftilities, which might 
terminate in the capture of Tanjore, their taking poffeflion of that 
place for themfelves, or for any other than the Nabob, who was the 
principal, would have been an act of private injuftice, if not robbery, 
punifhable by the common law of the ftate, of which they are the 
fubjects. That, granting they may have had a right, in fome cafes, to 
become principals in war in the Carnatic, they had evidently no fuch 
right, in the prefent difpute; for though the Rajah had broken the 
treaty of 1762, by his refufing to pay, for the laft two years, the ftipu- 
lated peifhcuith, that treaty was not ther treaty, and they had no right 
to enforce its terms, but upon the exprefs requifition of the Nabob. 
That this requifition could only place the Company, in the light of 
allies; and that, as allies, they had no claim to the difpofal of any 
conquefts, made in the war, either by the law of nature or nations. 
The Nabob’s eldeft fon, being invefted, by his father, with powers 
to accommodate matters with Tanjore *, arrived at Tritchinopoly, 
about the 2cth of Auguft 17717. Preparations, fufficient for tak- 
ing the field, being made, Scid Muckdoom Ali, an officer of rank 
in the Nabob’s fervice, was fent to Tanjere, with lettcrs from the 
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Prefident, from General Smith, and from the Nabob’s fon, contain- 
ing propofals of accommodation. ‘Tulja-ji, having imprifoned his 
general, old Mona-ji, and the Dobeer, who had managed his finances, 
had thrown the whole of his affairs, into the hands of Gilbillapah, 
the Barawar or pimp, whom we have already defcribed. It is 
doubtful, whether this vulgar minifter exhibited moft infolence or 
folly, in a conference, which he deigned to hold with the bearer of 
the-joint requifition of the Nabob and the Englifh. Seid Muckdoom 
having informed him verbally of the terms, he had been empowered 
to propofe, ‘ Gilbilliapah flew into a violent paflion f.”” “ You will 
“ fce (fays this impertinent Barawar) in what manner J thall ¢href/h 
“© the Englifh, fo that they will long remember” the correction of 
this hand. ‘* I will order my Sepoys to fire, from the great fmoke 
“ of which the Englifh f will not be able to fee any thing; then I 
* will fall upon them with my horfe; the duft kicked up by their 
‘« heels, will get into the eyes of the Englifh, as foon as the {moke 
“Cis difperfed*.” ‘ This is an exccllent {cheme (Seid Muckdoom 
“* replied), and certainly the true way of threfhing the Englhith §.” 
The Barawar-minifter, ftill continuing his @ff allufions, faid, “ the 
“© way to catch birds is to put a piece of wax on their heads, when 
“ the fun is perpendicular ; which melting the wax, the fame will 
“ run into the eyes of the birds, and then they may be taken |].” 
This wife and modeft minifter having finifhed his conference with 
Seid Muckdoom, that officer was fent for by the Rajah; who ab- 
ruptly afked him, why he had come to Tanjore ? “ I have brought 
“ (faid Seid Muckdoom) Ietters from the Englifh governor, the 
“ Englith general, and the eldeft fon of the Nabob.” ‘* What have 


t Rous’s Appendix, No. XXIV. p. 865. fiored to the office of minifter, by the Court of 
+ Ibid. Dire€tors, when they replaced Tulja-jt ‘* on 
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** IT to do (replied the Rajah) with the governor ? Ido not defire iw 
“to guarantee f the treaty now ft.” But when he faw the letter 
from the Nabob’s fon, he flew into a violent’ paffion, and expreffed 
himfelf in terms, with refpect to the Nabob, which feemed fo inde- 
cent, that they could not be repeated by Seid Muckdoom. The Ra- 
jahvs aniwer in writing is marked, with the infolence and folly of 
his character. He infifted that the Nabob, inftead of receiving the 
arrears of tribute, and fatisfaction, for the Rajah’s own rebellion and 
injuftice, “ fhould defray the expences of 4is troops; and, in fhort, in 
‘© oppofition to each demand, he fet up a like demand of his own *.” 
He concludes his letter, with faying: ‘¢ I], on my part, fent my 
*© demands in writing, which, I hope, you will take into confidera- 
_ © tion. ‘I am ready to undertake the fame bufinefs’ (that of war) 
‘© which you come upon at prefent |.” 

All hopes of negociation being at an end, General Smith marched, 
with the army, from Tritchinopoly, about the middle of September. 
Having repulfed the Tanjorines, who had attacked him, on his 
march, he fat down before the fort of Vellum, which was evacuated 
by the enemy, onthe 2oth of the month. On the 23d, the army 
encamped before Tanjore |]; but the batteries againft the place were 
not opened, till the beginning of October §. The French of Pondi- 
cherry and the Dutch at Negapatam had both fent Europeans to the 
affiftance of the Rajah; and the Dutch, befides, had fupplied him 
with guns and ammunition in abundance **. The fort of Tanjore 
was accommodated with every neceflary, for an obftinate defence ; 
a numerous garrifon, compofed of Arabs and dilciplined Sepoys, 
plenty of provifions, and an inexhauftible magazine of military 


+ Mr. Du Pre, who was governor of Ma- € Ibid. p. 868. 


dras in 1771, had fettled the treaty of 1762. I] Ibid. No. XXIL p. 788. 
t Rous’s Appendix, No. XXIV. p, 865. § Ibid. p. 789. 
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ftores. The care and fuccefs, with which Tulja-ji had provided the 
means of war, proved, that he had long meditated a revolt; and 
had his foreign allies feconded his hopes, he might, perhaps, as he 
afterwards threatened, have ‘¢ driven the Englifh, not only from 
“ Tanjore, but from the coaft.” 

During the fiege, in which inflances of fpirit and courage were 
exhibited, on both fides, the Rajah, in the ufual manner of the 
Eaft, continued to treat for peace, to retard, if pofhible, the ope- 
rations of war. The feafon was far {pent; the rains and mon- 
foon were near; and fhould thefe fet in, he knew that the enemy 
muft break up the fiege, and confequently put an end to treating ; 
and another year might procure new allies, or obtain the effectual 
affiftance of old friends. On the 25th day, after the trenches had 
been opened, a breach, which was thought practicable, was made. 
This circumftance induced the Rajah to think ferioufly of a tem- 
porary accommodation, to fave his capital. The rains had, now, 
fet in, and the Nabob’s fon, dreading the confequences of a repulfe, 
in the aflault, communicated the offers of the Rajah to General 
Smith. He, at the fame time, told the General, that if he thouglit 
the fort could be taken, he would delay the negociatton ; but the 
General {poke fo undecifively, on that head, that the terms offered 
by Tulja-ji were accepted on the 27th of October *. . 

The moft material conditions of this treaty, which, however, the 
Rajah never meant to perform, were thefe: The immediate payment 
of eight lacks, being the peifhcuifh of the two preceding years ; 
thirty-two lacks, and 50,000 rupees, for the expences of the army ; 
for which diftrias of his country, capable of paying that fum, in 
two years, were afigned. The Rajah agreed, befides, to cede the 
fort of Vellum, to give up his claim to the diftrids of Klangad and 
Coiladdy, and to relinquith the Jaghire diftri&t of Arm. He pro- 
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mifed to reftore the lands, money and effets, which he had extort- 
ed from the greater and Ieffer Marawar ; to fend troops to the affi{t- 
ance of the Nabob, upon that prince’s requifition; to be,a friend 
to the friends, an enemy to the enemies, of the Carnatic; to de- 
liver up European deferters, to give no protection to the run-away 
Polygars of Warriarpollam and Arialore. He, alfo, engaged to 
permit the trade of the Englifh Company to extend itfelf through 
his whole country ; and to treat their weavers and other depend- 
ents with kindnefs +. The Rajah had fcarcely figned the treaty, 
when he began to equivocate about the terms {. But, as the guns 
had not yet been drawn from the batteries, difpofitions were made 
for recommencing hoftilities; and a frefh negociation enfued §. 
Thus ended the firft expedition againft Tanjore, and the army re- 
turned to Tritchinopoly and its environs |]. 


When intelligence arrived at Madras of thefe tranfactions, the 
Prefidency expreffed their concern and furprife at the terms of the 
treaty, as inadequate to their expectations, and, in themfelves, to- 
tally infecure. They were fo much convinced of the latter, that 
they declared, in their letter of the 7th of November, 177!, to 
Gencral Smith, that it appeared “ neceflary, that, in the very com- 





+ Rous’s App. No, AAAV. p. 853, 854. Counties acquired, and their eftimated value. 
j Ibid. No. AXV. p. 931. Fort of Vellum, neither diftri&t nor revenue. 
§ Ibid. Thediftrict of Elangad and Coiladdy 
| The pecuniary advantages gained by the recovered - - - 80,000 
treaty were thefe: The diftri€t of Arni - - 2,00,000 
Two years peifhcuifh recovcred —8,00,000 The fort and diflii@ of Hanamun- 
Intereft on ditto - ~ 77,000 tagoody, taken by the Rajah 
Indemnification for charges of the from the Marawar, and now 
expedition payable im two years 35,50,000 given up to the Nabob -  2,00,0c0 
Nazir to Nabob’s eldeft fon - 3,c0,0c0 _ 
Ditto to his fecond fon - 1,00,0¢0 Per annum, rupees 4,80,000 
a The jewels, &c. of the Marawar were of 
Rupees 45,27,0c0 finall value. Rous’s Appendix, No. XXV, 
Pegs ty ose 
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mencement of peace they fhould be providing as if they were 
‘on the eve of a war. They ordered him, therefore, as foon as 
poffible, to tranfmit to the Board a general return of the artillery, 
ammunition and ftores remaining, with their ftate and condition, 
‘accompanied with an indent of what might be further requifite, 
‘in cafe it fhould become neceflary to recommence hoftilities *.” 
They, however, declared that they would, on no account, have 
the idea entertained, that they meant to renew the war; for that 
they even wifhed to concea] from the public, they were appre- 
henfive another expedition againft Tanjore might become necef- 
fary +. They exprefled their diffatisfaGtion at the treaty, in ftill 
flronger terms to the Nabob, in their letter of the 9th of Novem- 
ber. ‘ Had the Rajah,” they faid, ‘* fubmitted himfelf, and had 
“ your Excellency then granted fuch terms, as fhould have been 
‘ thought fafe and honourable to your government and the Com- 
 nany, fafe and honourable terms might have been advifeable. 
“ But the Rajah has acted a very different part. He fet both your 
“ sovernment and the Company at defiance, and compelled the 
‘© army to lay a regular fiege to his capital. Many lives have been 
‘© loft, and great quantities of flores have been expended. The 
“ fiege advanced fuccefsfully, the breach was almoft practicable, and 
“the officers and foldicrs were in good fpirits. Under thefe cir- 
“ cumftances, there was every reafon to hope, that the fort might 
“© foon have been taken; and then your Excellency might have 
‘ siven the law, and fettled the affairs of Tanjore, in a proper 
< manger 7.” 

The Prefidency expreffed .the fame fentiments, in terms equally 
ftrong, in their difpatches to the Court of Directors, dated the 28th 
of February 1772 §. General Smith, in his letter to the Prefidency 


* Rous’s Appendix, No. XXII. p. 799. t Ibid. p. 801, So2. 
4+ Ibid. § Ibid. No. XXV. p. 929, 939, 931. 
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of the 6th of November, 1771, makes ufe of the following re- 
markable expreflions; ‘* I have very freely given my fentiments, 
‘ with refpect to the Rajah of Tanjore. I urged, that I thought 
** no medium could be preferved with him; but, at the time I did 
fo, I hoped whenever an expedition did take place, that it 
would be with a firm refolution on the part of the Nabob, as 


c¢ 


¢¢ 


¢ 


~~ 


urged by the difcontent of the Prefidency, became highly offended 
with his fon, for concluding a peace, when there was fuch a cer- 
tain profpect of terminating the war, by the taking of Tanjore. 
Having expoftulated with him, in fevere terms, for his condu&, he 
told him, that he could only afcribe it, to his want of abilities, his 
facility of difpofition, or his having been corrupted by the Rayah +. 
In fhort, the peace appeared fo infecure in itfelf, fo inadequate to the 
claims of the Nabob and the delinquency of the Rajah, that it raifed 
a general difcontent among the Englifh as well as the natives. No- 
thing was talked of in the fettlement, nothing was read but letters 
from thearmy, reprefenting the certainty of their taking Tanjore, had 
not the peace prevented it; and every one declared, ** that it was 
“ fhameful thus to ftop the progrefs and tarnifh the glory of the 
‘« Britith arms, in the moment that fortune prefented the laurel +.” 
Such univerfal difcontents at a peace, which faved his capital 
and country to Tulja-ji, demonftrate, that he had deferved to have 
Joft both, in the opinion of all, who, from their being on the fpot, 
were the beft judges of his delinquency $. 


* Rous’s Apoendix, tro. AX'T, p. 804. “* Ieft to your dec fion on the fpot. You have 
tT |bid. No. XXIV. p. 881. ‘© certainly more opportunities than ave of 


t Ioid. No. XXV. p. 930. ‘© coining at the tue knowledge of the caufes, 
§ The Court of Dirc&tors, in their letrer of ‘ the origin and tendency of difputes, as 
the roth of April, 1770, make ufe of the fol- “on a fudden arife, amone the powers of 
lowing remarkable word : ‘¢ As to what re- ‘* India, as of relations of interef in which 
<¢ lates to the Nab..b, and the condett, which ‘* we flandtothem.”? Rows’s App. No. AVI. 
*¢ you are ts hold in the prefent troubles in p. 404. 
*© your paits of India, a great deal mutt be 
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To the preceding account of the expedition of 1771, it may uot 
be improper to annex the opinion of Sir Robert Harland, then his 
Majefty’s Plenipotentiary on the coaft, concerning the conduct of the 
Prefidency of Fort St. George. That officer, after blaining their in- 
activity, from the month of February to September, proceeds thus, 
in his letter to the Earl of Rochford: ‘“* The country of Tanjore 
*¢ was then, as I have been informed, unprepared. The fort was 
‘¢ unprovided with the means of defence, the Rajah’s troops were 
‘ neither formed nor difciplined. On the contrary, the Company’s 
‘¢ fervants poflefled plenty of ftores and ammunition ; and an army 
“ Jay idle and inactive at Tritchinopoly, within a very fhort march 
“ of Tanjore*.” After {pecifying the unaccountable delays in un- 
dertaking the expedition, the Plenipotentiary ftates the equally in- 
explicable treaty, which terminated the war. ‘‘ The army was. 
“ thirty-fix days before Tanjore. The walls were breached, and 
‘** difpofitions made for ftorming the place, when the whole was fet- 
‘* tled by negociation. The Nabob difavowed his flare in that ne- 
“‘ sociation. The Governor was diflatished. The Nabob’s fon, in 
*¢ huis letters to his father, which I have read, fays, that it was with 
‘© the advice, confent, knowledge, and approbation of the general, 
“he agreed to terms. The general, denying this charge, con- 
‘“ fiders the whole, as a contrivance between the Nabob and his 
“ fon fj.” After flating the improbability of the Nabob’s being 
concerned in fruftrating the object of the expedition, Sir Robert 
Harland proceeds: ‘* To conclude the whole, when I confider 
“‘ every thing, the fituation, the ftrength, the riches of Tanjore, 
“ its vicinity to the French at Pondicherry, the uneafinefs of the 
‘© Rajah at his prefent ftate of dependence, the danger of future 
‘© inconveniencies, in cafe of his junction with the enemies of 


* Sir Robert Harland to the Secretary of State, February 15th, 1772. 
} Ibid, 
“ Great~ 
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‘ Great-Britain, it appears very difficult to difcover a due attention 
‘¢ tothe interefts either of the Company or nation, through the 
‘© whole of this tranfaction *.”—“* The Rajah’s peifhcufh had been 
** much reduced, by the treaty of 1762, from what it had formerly 
‘* been; and even that reduced tribute he did not pay. The trou- 
“ bles, which at any time arife in the Carnatic, are fettled folely at 
‘¢ the expence of the Nabob; but though Tanjore is proteGed, the 
*¢ Rajah contributes nothing towards the general defence T.” 


* Sir Robert Harland to the Secretary of for concluding the treaty ; but they are forcign 
State, February 15th, 1772. to the object of this work, 
T Ibid. There were very weighty reafons 
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Tranfactions on the Coaft, from the firft Expedition againft 
Tampore in 1771, to the taking of that Place in 1973. 


N the year 1770, a difpute about the poffeffion of a rocky and 
barren ifland, on the coaft of South-America, had almoft in- 
volved Great Britain in a war with both the great branches of the 
Houfe of Bourbon. The Eaft-India Company, fearing that the 
expected hioftilitics might extend themfelves to Afia, applied to Go- 
vernment for a ftrong f{quadron of men of war, to protect their 
eftablifhments in the Eaft. Though matters were fettled in the be- 
ginning of 1771, the fquadron was ordered to fail in the month of 
March, under the command of Sir Robert Harland, Baronet, Rear- 
Admiral of the Blue. That officer, on his departure, was vefted 
with the fame plenipotentiary powers from his Majefty to the princes 
of India, which had been given to Sir John Lindfay, in the year 
1769. The objec of the commiffion, which was dated the 15th of 
March, was to ‘ inquire how far the eleventh article of the defi- 
““ nitive treaty of peace and friendthip, between the King of Great 
Britain, the moft Chriftian King, and the King of Spain, con- 
cluded at Paris, the roth of February, (763, had been complied 
with by the parties concerned ; as alfo, to treat with any of the 
princes or powers in India, to whom the eleventh article might 
relate, with regard to the moft effectual means of having the 
ftipulations, therein contained, pundtually obferved and carried 
into execution *.” Tis Majefty, at the fame time, promifed: 
That he would approve, ratify, and confirm what fhould be 
agreed and concluded, in relation to the premifes, between the 
Princes and powers aforefaid, or fuch perfon or perfons, as they 
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* Rous’s Appendix, No. XVIII. p. 417. 
“ fhould 
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«¢ fhould depute or appoint for that purpofe, and the faid Sir Ro- 
‘cant Fibrland *.” 

On the fecond of September, the Rear Admiral arrived at Fort St. 
George f=; and, on the 13th, he communicated to the Prefidency 
the following article of his inftructions, as Plenipotentiary from his 
Majeity, to the Princes and powers of India|]. The words were ; 
"© You will reprefent, in the freeft manner, to the Governor and 
** Council at Madrafs, any complaints, which in your judgment fhall 
‘* be well-founded, that may be made by the Nabob of Arcot, and 
“* tran{mit to us the earlieft intelligence thereof, with your fenti- 
‘* ments thereon 7.” This royal interpofition, exprefled in fuch 
explicit terms, railed the hopes of the Nabob, and expelled his fears. 
Depending on the protection of the Sovereign, he naturally became 
lefs anxious about retaining the favour of trading fubjeéts; uncon- 
{cious that this little glimpfe of fun-fhine was fo foon to be extin- 
tinguifhed by a ftorm. 

The Eaft India Company, founded originally on the principles of 
commerce, had carried very early into every department of their 
management, all the hardened and unrelenting paflions, which 
never fail to aceompany an infatiable love of gain. Their mifde- 
meanours had made them known to the world, before their confe- 
quence had rendered them objects of attention; and their original 
annals are ftained with oppreflions, piracies, frauds, and circum- 
ventions. ‘Their limited power had confined their mifdemeanors for 
more than one hundred and hfty years, to a narrow circle; and 
thefe were partly concealed, under the veil of fecrecy, with which 
they affected to cover their tranfactions. But it muft be acknow- 
ledged, that, in thofe early times, their circumfcribed commerce had 
confined the management of their affairs to mean and unfkilful 
hands. Their Directors at home were no more than low and 


* Rous’s Appendix, No, XVIII. p, at7. : t Ibid. p. 408. 
| Ibid. p. 409. t Ibid. p. 410. 
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rapacious tradefmen; and their fervants abroad were chiefly 
drawn from hofpitals, appointed by charity for rearing indigent 
and deferted boys. When the means of advantage grew more ex- 
tenfive, by the concurrence of various revolutions ‘in the Eaft, the 
management and fervice of the Company became objects of ambi- 
tion to perfons of a better education, and more enlarged minds, 
Some men of talents, fome of honour, feveral poffefled of fpirit and 
courage conducted affairs at their boards, and fought their battles in 
the field. But even thefe were not able to refift that fordid prin- 
ciple of avarice, which is inherent in every mercantile inftitution ; 
to which alfo the almoft equally obdurate pafhon of ambition was 
annexed, when they acquircd a controul over Princes, and the ma- 
nagement of provinces and kingdoms *. 

In the period, which is the object of the prefent difcuffion, feveral 
men of talents and ftrict principles were in the DireGtion at home, 
and in the management of affairs on the Coaft. But even thefe 
were incapable of divefting themfelves entirely of jealoufy, when 
they found that a Prince, whom they had been accuftomed to con- 
troul, had obtained the protection of the Sovereign. The exten- 
five poffeffions of the Company, an ample revenue, a large army, 
the many lucrative, and even honourable places in their gift lad, 
in a manner, raifcd them from the rank of fubjects, to that of rivals 
to the crown. Their principal fervants, confcious of their own for- 
mer confequence, could not permit themfelves to be deprived of any 
part of that confequence, without refentment. This circumftance 
introduced a degree of intemperance into their confultations and 


° « Thefe are men, who are now become 
governors and viceroys of kingdoms larger, 
if we take our poff-flions from Surat to Ben- 
gal, than made half the Roman empire; and 
thef: are the men, who by the rapid and im- 
menfe riches they acquire, from amongft the 
fowe/? of the people, who are to be expeAed 
to leok povernuccat .n the face, with enat af- 
* furance that has touche fucm 9 think, that 


‘* money may decide any thing. Nor will they 
‘ ecafily fubmit to part with power, however 
** they came by it, they have fo long been al- 
“lowed to exercife; and that lias brought 
‘* them fuch an immoderate degree of wealth, 
** without vio'ent oppofition to every thing and 
‘‘ every man, employed to prevent it.’ Sir 
Robert Harland to the Secretary of State, Jan, 
gth, 1773. 
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correfpondence; and gave birth to unneceflary complaints of 
the condu& of the Nabob to their Superiors at home. Thofe com- 
plaints were greedily feized, by a more unprincipled Directton, 
than that which fubfifted at the time; and were made the {pecious 
pretexts of coercive meafures again{t the Nabob; which meafures 
{fprung, in fact, from an unforgiving jealoufy, and felf-interefted mo- 
tives. But thefe were the meafures of fucceeding times. The Directors 
of 1771, though they expreffed their jealoufy of the interference of the 
crown, were fenfible of the independent rights of the Nabob. In 
their difpatch of the roth of April, they ufed the following remark- 
able words: ‘ We have no natural ally but the Nabob.—Our con- 


C¢ 


nection with the Nabob ftands entirely on ancient friendfhip, and 
“ reciprocal kindnefs, and we with to continue it on the fame foot- 
“ing, But as we cannot be compelled to follow his projects, when 


*¢ they appear totally repugnant to our interefts, fo, on the other 


hand, 4e cannot be forced into our views, if they are difagreeabic 
to him: All we have, therefore, left, 1s to expoftulate with him. 


ce 
ae 


‘© He muft determine for himfelf, and we for ourfelves {.” 


In the paffage juft cited, the Directors defined the limits of the 
Company’s power, with refpect to the affairs of the Carnatic. 
How a fucceeding Court trampled down this fence fhall be, here- 
after, both explained and expofed. The Direftors of 1771, not- 
withftanding their moderation, with regard to the independent 
rights of the Carnatic, were, at the very moment of writing their 
opinion on that fubject, fapping the foundation of thofe nights, by 
endeavouring to remove the fupport of the Crown from the Nabob. 
“They lamented, that an unufual commiffion had been granted, 
without any communication with themfelves; and confequently 
without previous fteps being taken, for the prevention of thofe jea- 
loufies, which might naturally be fuppofed to arife from fuch cir- 


cumftances *, Though they did not chufe then to deny the right of 


+ Rous’s Appendix, No. XVII. p. 4o1. * Tbid. pome3. 
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the Crown to fend reprefentatives to its allies, they infinuated, tha, 
the rights and privileges of the Company refted upon as high autho- 
rity as the King’s commiffion {. Thefe fentiments, exprefled to their 
Servants, prove, that they had already made applications to Govern~ 
ment, for the redelivering the fugitive Nabob into the hands of his 
former keepers. 

In a country toffed by faction, and ftunned by clamour, minifters 
deftitute of ambition, and fond of eafe, too frequently become little 
folicitous, about the honour of the ftate. When the dog of difcontent 
growls at the door of the Cabinet, they throw to him a fragment of 
the prerogative, as a fop, to procure his filence; and, with a pernici- 
ous want of dignity, they hope to diminifh their cares, by leflening 
their authority. This torpid difpofition of mind is terrified at an ex- 
tenfion of power, as it is accompanied by an increafe of labour; and in- 
formation is difagreeable and irkfome, as it may bring on the trouble 
of doing juftice. Lach demand, for circumfcribing the confequence 
of the ftate and the rights of the crown, 1s heard by fuch men with 
avidity, as every diminution of power contracts the circle of public 
bufinefs. This ruinous fyftem of frigid policy, they endeavour to 1m- 
pofe upon the world under the name of moderation; but, by profe- 
cuting it too far, the honour of the ftate 1s tarnifhed, and the pledged 
faith of the fovereign violated. 

The Eaft-India Company might have felt this felf-denying princi- 
ple in government, almoft during the whole of the prefent reign. 
That Company had obtained countries, provinces, and kingdoms, 
under the protection and aflifted by the power of the ftate. But go- 
vernment, inftead of afferting the State’s claim of fovereignty, feemed 
afraid to queftion the Company’s rights; for fear the trouble of a 
revenue of near fix millions a year fhould fall into their own hands. 
The anxiety of the Court of Dire€tors, about a royal commiuflion to 


t Rous’s Appendix, No. XVII. p. 403, 
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Indian prinecs, was vain and fuperfluous. The ftate had permitted 
them to rife from the rank of tubjeéts to that of fovereigns, to hold 
dominions more extenfive, and fearcely Icfs valuable, thanits own ; 
to maintain an army more numerous than that of Great-Britain ; to 
appoint their relations, dependents and fervants, to oflices of more 
power and emolument, than any in the gift of the Crown; to carry 
infolence and oppreflion to every quarter of Afia; to dethrone 
princes, and to invef{t mean perfons with the pomp and authority of 
royalty. It was, therefore, highly improbable, that a government 
fo indulgent to the Company, would refufe one poor Nabob to his 
It accordingly happened, that when the Directors 


muftered fufhcient courage to demand the truant, the royal commif- 


former lords. 


fion was immediately withdrawn; and he was delivered into thir 
hands, to be punifhed for his credulity in the fupport of govern- 
ment, as well as his defection from the authority of the Company. 
But had the royal commiflion continued in India, unlefs the pro- 
mife of the Crown to redrefs grievances, and to draw clear lines be- 
‘tween the power of the Nabob and that of the Company, had bcen 
alfo performed, it was not worth the price of the fheep-fkin, on 
which it was written. Though the managers of the affairs of the 
Company, both in England and abroad, were at firft alarmed, they 
foon found, that a commiffion, neither fupported nor followed by an 
enquiry, was no more than a paper-kite, fufpended over their heads. 
Unfortunately for the Nabob, having been accuftomed to the validity 
of feals in India, he repofed implicit confidence in the faith of that 
of Great-Britain. 
by the paper-war, which was carried on between the plenipoten- 
tiaries and the Prefidency ; for he was then to learn, that the autho- 
rity of a king, to which his principles had annexed the idea of in- 
vineibility, was deftined to yicld to that of trading fubjects. 
The conteft by letters, between Sir John Lindfay and the Prefi- 
dency, which had begun, foon after his arrival in July 1770, had 
Ie 
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languifhed in the courfe of the fummer of 177!. When Sir John 
Lindfay left the coaft in OGtober, he was fucceeded in his differences 
with the Prefidency, as well as in his powers to the Nabob, by Sir 
Robert Harland. That plenipotentiary, either imprefled with the in- 
juftice of the Company to the Nabob, or anxious to acquire his confi- 
dence, by an appearance of zeal, efpoufed his caufe, with a vehemence, 
which created obftru€tions to its progrefs, by its own rapidity * 
The Nabob, imprefled by fears from the Marattas, or gained by their | 
promifes, had fhewn a great eagernefs, for an alliance with that na- 
tion, for more than a year. The Prefidency, on the other hand, 
either afraid of Hyder Ali, or bound by fecret promifes to that chief, 
had oppofed the alliance; and, with perfeverance, and perhaps with 
prudence, had hitherto adhered to a ftri€t neutrality ~. The Ma- 
rattas had wooed them, as the lion does his mate, mixing threats 
with courtfhip. Hyder was extremely polite; and as they had fmarted 
under his force, his prefent kindnefs acquired value from the me- 
mory of former injuries{. They thought it, therefore, expedient 
to fupport Hyder Ah againft the Marattas, * provided the revenues 
“ and refources of the Carnatic were under therr controul §.”.. The 
refult, however, was, that ncither Hyder nor the Marattas were af- 
fitted. The latter, willing to gain five lacks of rupees |], which the 
Rajah of Tanjore had engaged to pay, upon condition of their in- 
vading the Carnatic {, entered the paffes before the end of the year 
1771. To fave his country, from the ravages of thofe marauders, 
the Nabob was obliged to pay down a confiderable fum of money, 
befides prefents of jewels, fire-arms and clephants |. 


* Vide Rous’s Appendix, No. XVIII p. = Ibid. p. 1395. 


4ts, 416, &c. 4.Sir Robert Harland takes the merit of 
+ Ibid. p. 1401. having induced the Maratras to retreat. (Ap- 
t Ibid. p. 1387, & paffim. pendix, p. 444-) But itis probable, thar the 
§ Ibid. money and jewels of the Nabob added fone 
| ibid. p. 14994. weight to his incerpofition. 
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In the correfpondence, between the plenipotentiary and the Prefi- 
dency, relative to the Marattas, the former explained, in ample 
terms, the mght, which the Nabob had, to rely on the protection of 
his Majefty and the fupport of the Crown. ‘ In the Nabob’s pre- 
““ fent circumftances (fays Sir Robert Harland), he claims the royal 
‘ protection, fo often promifed to him, by his late Majefty George 
«‘ the Second, and repeated by his prefent Majefty, our fovereign, 
‘in feveral letters addreffed to his Highnefs, ftrongly expreffive of 
‘ the greateft fricndfhip and moft perfe& regard for him and his 
‘family. At the fame timc, he throws himfelf upon the nation for 
protection, agrecable to his expectations, from the eleventh article 
of the treaty with France and Spain in 17637.” Having fpeci- 
fied the Nabob’s right to the fupport of the ftate, he animadverts 
with feverity, on the oppofition given, by the Company’s’ fervants, 
to that fupport. Having demanded an account of their tranfacticns 
with the country powers, they had told him, that they “ could not, 
 confiftently with their truft, render an account of their condu& to 
‘¢ him, or to any but a conftitutional power {.” This expreflion, 
appearing to deny the authority of his commuiffion, threw the pleni- 
potentiary into a violent rage. ‘* Your charge feems to me (he fuid) 
to be directly pointed at the royal authority, and the undoubted 
When you take upon you tocenfure a 
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te 
«* rights of the Crown. 
meafure, which is the facred privilege of majefty, and the conftt- 
tutional right of our fovercign, let me tell you, it 1s very unbe- 
coming, it is prefumptuous, it 1s arrogant §.” 

This angry language terrified the Prefidency, and, by raifing the 
hopes of the Nabob, Icd that unfortunate Prince into error. He 
could no longer doubt of the permanent fupport of a Crown, whofe 
authorifed fervant had irritated the Company beyond their common 
pitch of forgivenefs. In proportion as the Nabob’s expectations of 
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royal favour increafed; the confidence of the Prefidency, in their 
own fafety, diminifhed. ‘The heavy charge brought againft us,” 
they faid, ** evidently fhews what is intended again{t us, and ren- 
‘“* ders any attempt to juftify our condué to Sir Robert Harland im- 
“* proper; as it is neceflary we fhould referve our defence, until we 
‘© are called upon to make it in a legal and conftitutional courfe *.” 
Trivial as thefe circumftances are in them{elves, they deferve to be 
recorded, as they influenced the condué& of the Nabob; and con- 
fequently the fubfequent meafures of the Company. 

During thefe difputes between the Plenipotentiary and the Prefi- 
dency, the latter were meditating an expedition againft the Greater 
and Leffler Marawars, Polygars dependent on the government of the 
Carnatic. The country of Marawar, as has been already mentioned, 
depended anciently on the province of Madura, which was itfelf 
fubje& to the Rajah of Tritchinopoly, long before the country fell 
by conqueft into the hands of the Mahommedans. The ftate of 
the fubje@tion of the Marawars to the government of Tritchinopoly 
was, that they paid a certain annual tribute; and brought, upon re- 
quifition, a certain number of troops into the field, at their own exe 
pence, when their fuperior was engaged in wart. In cafe of either 
neglect or difobedience of orders they were fined, like other Zemin- 
dars; and when they fent a lefs force than the eftablifhed number 
of troops, government ufed to levy a proportionable fum upon the 
revenues of their countries. During the troubles which fucceeded 
the death of Anwar-ul-dien, father of the prefent Nabob, the Ma- 
rawars paid little attention to the government of the Carnatic. 
When peace was reflored, they fometimes fent fmall prefents, but 
no regular tribute, tothe Nabob; but, in time of war, they neither 
fent troops nor furnifhed money for the general defence. Whien 
the Rajah of Tanjore invaded their territories in the beginning of 


* Rou.’s Arnendix, No. XVII p. 22. + Ibid. No. AXVI. p. 941. 
5 1771, 
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1771, they owned their errors and profeficd their entire fubmiffion 
to the Nabob{; but, though the expedition againft Tanjore was 
partly undertaken on their account, they furnithed neither troops 
nor provifions during the fiege, when required by their fuperior, in 
terms of their tenure and dependence \. 

Ramnadaporam, the capital of the Greater Marawar, is fituated 
on that point of the continent which advances neareft to the tJand 
of Ceylon |]. 
called Tripatore{. The firft hes at the diflance of little more than 
one hundred miles to the South of Tritchinopoly ; the latter is forty 


That of the Nalcooty Polygar, or Lefler Marawar, 1s 


miles nearer to the laft-mentioned city*. The two Marawars could 
bring, upon an emergency, twenty thoufand men into the field}; 
but their troops, like thofe of other Polygars, were rather a rabble, 
than foldiers. Having received intelligence of the intended expedition, 
they affembled their native troops in the beginning of March 1772; 
and entering into a treaty with the Dutch, the Prefidency of Nega- 
patam promifed to write to the Governor of Colombo, for fifteen 
hundred Europeans and as many Malays {{. The hoftile appearance 
of the Marattas on the borders of the Carnatic, had fufpended the 
expedition for more than feven months; but that fear being re- 
moved, orders were iflued to General Smith to march, with the 
troops in the South, againft the refractory Polygars. The plan and 
But, as 
the Company only acted as friends and alles to the Nabob, nego- 


conduct of the expedition were left entirely to the General. 


tiation and treaty were left wholly to that Prince §§. The Prefi- 
dency, at the fame time that they own, that the mght of peace and 
war was vefted in the Nabob, infinuated to the General, that he 


} Rous’s Appendix, No. XXI. p. 577. * Ibid, 
§ Ibid. No. XXVI1. p. 942. 946. + Ibid, 
| lord, No. XXVI. p. g50. tf: Ubid. p. 952. 
f| Ibid, §§ Ibid. p. 956. 
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ought not to agree toany treaty till the Polygars were entirely re- 
duced |]. 

General Smith, having marched from Tritchinopoly on the 11th 
of May 1772, before the end of the month fat down before Ramna- 
daporam*™. The town being ill fortitied and worfe defended, was 
taken by affault, on the 2d of June, with very inconfiderable lofs oa 
the fide of the victors fT. As the plunder of the place, by the laws 
of war, became the property of the captors, the Nabob’s eldeft fon, 
who attended General Smith, on the part of his father, in the expe- 
dition, agreed to pay a ftipulated {um to the army for the right to 
the fpoil{. The other forts belonging tothe Greater Marawar foon 
followed the fate of the capital §. General Smith then directed his 
march againft the Polygar of Nalcooty, or the Lefler Marawar. 
That unfortunate Polygar fell a vidtim to the negligence of his own 
Vackeels, who had negotiated a treaty of fubmiflion with the young 
Nabob. Lieutenant-colonel Bonjour, whom the Prefidency had ordered 
to proceed from Madura with a detachment, to fupport the operations 
of the main army, was advancing with hafty rides towards the refi- 
dence of the Little Marawar. When the terms of the treaty were 
fettled, General Smith delivered letters to be fent, by the Polygar’s 
agents, to ftop the progrefs of Bonjour. But they delayed to fend the 
letters; and the refult was, that the Lieutenant-colonel attacked the 
ftrong poft into which the Leffer Marawar had retired {1 ; and in the 
affault the Polygar was flain--. Thedeath of the Lefler Marawar left 
his whole country to the entire difpofal of the vidtors. ‘This event 
happened on the 25th of June 1772 $f. 

The expedition againft Tanjore in the year 1771, had rather 
irritated than humbled the Rajah, The retaining of the fort of 


{| Rous’s Appendix, No. XVI. p.956. q did. 1085. 

* Ind. p. 989. + Ibid. p. 1 06. 

+ [bid p. 9,0. §§ Ibid. p. 1c07. 1027. The conquct of 
t Tbit. p. 998. the «wo Marawars was obtained with the lofs 
§ Ibid. p. 1¢02. of twenty men. Ibid. p. 1082. 
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Vellum, which had been intended by the Prefidency as a check on 
Tulja ji*, had hurt his pride and rouzed his refentment. Te, 
therefore, refufed to permit provifions to be carried to the place; 


allesing, * That the flipulation was merely the ceflion of the fort, 
‘© which could by no means be conftrued as an engagement to ren- 
‘© der its market flourtfhing +.” To this quibble, in evafion of the 
late agreement with his fuperior, he added ferious and dangerous 
intrigues for difturbing the peace of the Carnatic. In the month 
of June 1772, he was known to negotiate with the Marattas; and 
to have offered to that government ten lacks of rupees, upon con- 
dition of their fending an army of horfe to his aidt. The objects 
the Rajah wifhed to obtain by the afliftance of the Marattas were, 
‘ the reduction of Vellum, the removal of the Nabob’s pcople in 
the affigued lands from his country, and an acquittal of the 
‘ Peifhcufh§.” Thofe rafh fchemes were entirely planned by the 
Rajah himielf; for, as he knew that both Mona-ji and the Dob- 
beer §] would diffuade him from meafures likely to involve him in 
inextricable difficulties, he carried on this 
his mean dependents and vulgar friends. 
reign enemies to invade the Carnatic, he 
encouraged the fugitive Polygars of the 
were meditating new difturbances |. 

In the beginning of 1773, the Rajah feems to have re-admitted 
into a degree of his confidence Huffein Chan Soor, the Mahommedan 
fifherman, who had been his minifter during a part of the year 
17;0]|]. Several other perfons of mean birth and abilities planned 
his meafures and fhared his favours. The friends of the expelled 
Marawars flattering his vanity and inflaming his paflions by their 
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intrigues, endeavoured to obtain his aid to reftore their affairs. 
Having applied to Hyder Ali for a foree to recover their refpective 
poffeffions, that chief told them, “ That, he knew who ¢/ey were, 
‘ but that, if they would bring him a letter from the Rajah of Tan- 
“« jore, he would then agree to give them fome afliftance *.”” Hav- 
ing carried this intelligence to Tulja-ji, he agreed, with joy, 
to give them a favourable and full letter, agreeably to their utmoft 
wifhes. He received, at the fame time, into his capital, with great 
ceremony and civility, Vencata Narrain, the Vackeel of Hyder +. The 
Vackeel promifed, in his mafter’s name, that immediately, on his 
return to Seringapatam, from an expedition in which he was then 
engaged, he would fend and promote the afhiftance of the Ma- 
rattas $. To prevent a difcovery, the Rajah difmiffed the Vackecl, 
after loading him with marks of refpect ; whilft, at the fame time, 
he wrote letters to the Maratta government, full of the moft 
flattering exprefhions$. But whilft he was planning meafures 
of danger, he was bufy in difgracing fuch of his old fervants, as 
were poffefled of abilities to carry them into exccution. He de- 
prived Mona-ji, not only of all power, but his allowance from go- 
vernment, except two villages, which that cliuef poffeffed by way 
of Jaghire ||. WHuffein Chan Soor, the fifherman, fo often men- 
tioned, rofe in favour, in proportion as Mona-ji declined. This 
vulgar ftatefman, deriving boldnefs from ignorance, advifed the Ra- 
jah to with-hold the money duc to the Nabob, and fet that prince 
at open defiance 4]. 

Secret intelligence of thefe tranfa€tions was received at Madras 
in the month of April; and that part of the intrigues of Tulja-ji, 
which regarded the Marattas, was fully difcovered in May, by Mr. 
Moftyn, the Company’s refident at the court of Poonah. Ina letter 

* Rous’s Appendix, No. XXVII. p. 1105. § Ibid. 
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of the r4th of May, Mr. Moftyn informs the Prefidency at Fort 
St. George, that a Gozamie, by name Mohim Geer, applied to the 
Maratta government, as Vackeel from the Rajah of Tanjore, 
for leave to raife ten thoufand horfe, which he made no fecret 
The 
fame intelligence had been conveyed, on the 6th of May, by Mr. 


were to be employed againft the Nabob of the Carnatic™. 


Moftyn, to his immediate fuperiors, the Prefidency of Bombay +. 
Though the Maratta government yielded, at firflt, to the Rajah’s 
requeft, by means of prefents to fome of the minifters, the levying 
the troops was afterwards ftopt, by the influence of Sacaram Bapoo, 
who pointed out the bad confequences, which might attend the 
meafure; but the Vackeel of the Rajah ftill retained hopes, as he 
had received no pofitive denial }. 

Whilft the Rajah’s emiflaries were employed in foliciting the af- 
fiftance of the Marattas, he himfelf ufed every art of entreaty and 
perfuafion, to gain the fupport of Hyder Ali. He fent for Vencata 
Narain, the Vackeel of that chief, and told him, that he had no 


other proteétor, but his mafter §. That no union, no friendfhip, 


no cordial alliance could ever fubfift between himfelf, the Nabob 
and the Englifh Company. That it was incumbent on Hyder to 
come with his whole force; and that he himfelf would colleét his 
own forces and join him, as well as the expelled Polygars of Ma- 
rawar and Nalcooty, who were all his allies. That, as their fuccefs 
againft the Nabob and the Company admitted of little doubt, the 
provinces of Madura and Tinnevelly might be eafily taken, which 
two countnes fhould be made over to Hyder for his affiftance, to- 
eether with fome fupplies of money. The Rajah earneftly folicited 
the Vackeel to write to his mafter, in the moft perfnafive terins, 


to prevail upon him to advance fpeedily, with his whole force. He, 
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Cc PS P, at the fame time and to the fame purpofe, wrote a long letter to 
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Hyder himfelf; and to give more weight to the negociation, the 
old Dobbeer, or Duan, wrote another letter |]. To thefe letters Hy- 
der fent an anfwer defiring to know, how much ready money the 
Rajah would give? By what means he propofed to take and cede 
over to him the provinces of Madura and Tinnevelly ? What friends 
he had in thofe countries? Who of the Polygars were his allies * ? 
That he muft determine, on all thefe circumftances, and inform him 
of the refult of the whole 7. 

Though the intrigues of Tulja-ji, with the Marattas and Hyder 
Ali, were not likely to produce any ferious or immediate effect, their 
exiftence proved the dangerous and reftlefs condu& of that Rajah. 


- During his applications for afhiftance beyond the limits of the Car- 
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natic, he deviated, in almoft every point, from his duty, as a de- 
pendent on that country. In the expedition againft the two Ma- 
rawars, he chofe to neglect to obey the requifition of his fuperior, 
for the affiftance of his troops {: on the contrary, he difmiffed a 
part of his cavalry, that they might affift the Polygars, without the 
appearance of his being concerned §. When thofe chiefs, by their 
own folly in refufing the equitable terms offered by the Nabob, had 
fuffered the extremities of war and were expelled, the Rajah not 
only admitted the fugitives into his country, but encouraged them 
to raife diflurbances **. This circumftance forced the Nabob to keep 
an army, in the territories of the Marawars, at an expence, be- 
yond the amount of the revenue T{. The Rajah had engaged, in the 
agreement figned, fealed and fworn to, at the gates of Tanjore, 
in October 1771, to refufe his protection to the runaway Polygars 
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of Warrior-pollam and Alianore, and to reftore their effects. But 
he not only detained their eifects, but had affigned them a place of 
refuge, in the diftrict of Cumcurrum belonging to Tanjore. He 
permitted, or rather perfuaded the Collories of his own country to 
make incurfions, into the province of Tritchinopoly ; and to drive 
the cattle of the inhabitants away. He neglected to difcharge the 
debt due to the Company, for their Paddy, which he had feized, in 
the year 1771; and he obftruted, by various difficulties and troubles, 
the Englith garrifon at Vellum, from being regularly fupplied with 
provifions ||. Though he was in confiderable arrears to the Nabob @, 
he appears to have been in no want of money, by the fums, which 
he had offered, and aQtually fent, to other powers, to induce them 
to invade the Carnatic }. 

Determined to fupport his difobedience and refractory conduct to- 
wards his fuperior, the Rajah entered into a negociation, with Dutch 
and Danifh factories on the coaft, to fupply him with money, upon 
mortgages on fome diftricts of his country *. He had refolved to 
obtain a confiderable loan from Goland Moodaly, ‘* who was Dubath 
‘© to moft of the GREAT FOLKS at Madras f.” Had he purfued 
this plan, with more conftancy, and to a much larger extent, the 
GREAT FOLKS, who were the mafters of Goland Moodely, might 
have had an intereft, in overlooking for fome time longer his defigns. 
But Tulja-ji, though not more faithlefs, was lefs prudent, than his 
father Pretaupa Sing ; who had always an expert agent at Madras to 
negociate a Joan, when he wifhed to obtain a favour. But the prefent 
Rajah chofe rather to enter into dangerous connexions, with the 
Dutch, than to negociate with the Englifh Prefidency. ‘Thefe con- 
nexions were deeply rooted, and, therefore, full of peril to the 
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Company, as well as the Nabob. The latter had written to the Ge- 
neral of Batavia, complaining of his fubordinates at Negapatnam, 
for affifting the Rajah ; but that governor avowed, that in fupport- 
ing that Rajah, the factory ‘‘ had done no more than they were 
* bound to do by their engagements; and that in conforming to 
‘¢ thofe engagements, they had done right.” Whilft the Rajah 
was bufy in breaking every article of the agreement of 1771, the 
Nabob not only adhered to the terms, but feemed willing to eftablifh 
friendfhip and perpetuate harmony, between himfelf and his vaflal §. 
The intrigues of Tulja-ji, his avowed difregard of the agreement 
of 1771, his alliances abroad, his preparations for war at home, in- 
duced the Prefidency to liften to the requifition of the Nabob, for 
the afliftance of the Company to reduce entirely an inmate fo dan- 
gerous to the peace and fecurity of the Carnatic. Mr. Du Pre, who 
had been Prefident during the firft expedition againft Tanjore, 
had refigned the government, and returned to “urope, in the end 
of February 1773; and Mr. Haftings, who had been defigned to 
fucceed him in the chair, had left the coaft, more than a year before 
Mr. Du Pre's departure, to take upon him the government of Ben- 
gal. Mr. Wynch, the fecond in Council, had fucceeded Mr. Du Pre, 
as governor; and it was to him the requilition of the Nabob, rela- 
tive to the reduction of Tanjore, was made. The Select Committee, 
in deliberating on the fubjedt, declared, that the treaty of 1762 had 
been cancelled, by the condu& of the Rajah, which obliged the rui- 
rantees of that treaty to take uparms, and enter into a folemn war |], 
That it is eftablifhed by the law of nations, that when a rupture 
happens, all treaties between the contending parties, prior to that 
rupture, are thereby difannulled, or at leaft fufpended ; and that upon 
arcfloration of peace, the former treaties may be reftored, but not 
t Papers publifhed by the Company, relative § Rous’s Appendix, No. XXVII, 
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without being named, to the {tate in which they were before the rup- 
ture, or that others may be fubftituted 1n their place 7. That the 


treaty of 1762 was, fo far from having been reftored by the agree- 


ment, which had terminated the war of 1771, that it was not even 
mentioned or alluded to, in that agreement. That, at the commence- 
ment of the expedition, the Prefidency had promifed and agreed, 
not to interfere in any negociations between the Nabob and the Ra- 
jah; but to leave the whole to be fettled by the former *. That the 
Nabob had actually fettled the whole, without a fingle allufion to 
the treaty of 1762. That, upon the whole, as war, which extin- 
euifhes all treaties, had intervened, the Company could not be con- 
fidered, as guarantees to a treaty, which no longer exifted. 

Though the meafures of the Prefidency, who were vefted with the 
whole executive powers of the Company, were, in their political ca- 
pacity, decifive, and when they regarded the country powers IRRE- 
VOCABLE, their arguing upon every point was neceflary, for the 
information of their fuperiors, and important to themfelves, as the 
reafons advanced might be proper grounds of cenfure, or a juft 
foundation for applaufe. But, neither in the prefent cafe, nor in 
any other, beyond the trading powers, granted to the Company by 
charter, are the motives, reafons or arguments of the fervants of the 
Company to be admitted, by the difpafhionate, as a juftification of 
This 
obfervation is, by no means, made to invalidate the juftnefs of their 
Had the Rajah and his ancef- 
tors been indcpendent, from all antiquity, on the government of the 


wrong meafures, ora confirmation of thofe, which were right. 
reafonings upon the treaty of 1762. 


Carnatic, his intriguing with foreign powers to invade that country, 
his raifing difturbances within its limits, his known defign to join 
any of its eventual enemies T, the danger of that defign, from the 
fituation of his country ‘in the heart of the province f,’? would 


€ Rous’s Appendix, No. XXII p. 725. 
eaibid No. AAV, ps rri6. 


4 


Ta 0id. De 111%, 
tibia, 


not 


C Rata 
VII. 


Arguments 
and facts, re- 
lative to the 
neceflity of 
calling the 
Rajah to ac- 
count. 


Even if both 
he and his an- 
ceftors had 
been inde- 
pencent. 


Cia’ P. 
Vi. 


Company had 
no claim to 
appear as 
principals. 


No right to 
reverfe the 
effect of the 


War, 


Prefidency 
more eager for 
the expedition 
than the Na- 
bob. 


He declares 
his unwillings 
nefs. 


HISTORY AND MANAGEMENT OF 


not only render it juftifiable, but, from felf-prefervation, neceflary, 
in the Nabob, to prevent the intended mifchief, by the power, which 
Providence had placed in his hands. The Prefidency joining, or re~ 
fufing to join, could alter, in no degree or refpect, the nature of the 
cafe. They had no claim to appear, as principals in the war, they 
had no right to decide upon its iffue. The only thing of which they 
were the competent judges was the expediency of the meafure, with 
regard to the interefts of their conftituents. That this expediency 
exifted, 1s apparent from the ftate of things, as well as from their 
own declaration. If their mafters thought otherwife, they had a 
right to cenfure, to fufpend, to difmifs their fervants; but they had 
no right to interfere, none to reverfe the effect of the meafure, in 
which thofe fervants had only affifted, as mere auxiliaries of a coun-~ 
try power. 

The Prefidency were fo fenfible of the expediency of the expedi- 
tion againft Tanjore, that it is apparent, from their own minutes, 
they were much more eager for that meafure, than the Nabob™*. 
That prince, dividing his fears between Hyder and the Marattas, the 
allies of the Rajah, was unwilling to rifque the ruin of his own 
country, from an invafion made by either of thofe powers, by an 
expedition of uncertain event, againft Tanjore ft. It was known, 
that the object of cach of thofe powers wasto take Tanjore into pof- 
fefhon, and not under protection {; and the march of the Nabob’s 
forces againft the place would probably be a fignal, for their invading 
his dominions. The Nabob, therefore, declared that he was unwil- 
ing to prefs a fervice of fuch danger, unlefs it fuited in every refpect 
the Company’s affairs §. He promifed, however, to find the re- 
fources, in the fame proportion, as during the laft fege. He de- 
clared his doubt of the event, as the Rajah, befides his connexion 


* Rous’s Appendix, No, XXVIII. p. 1124. t Ibid. p. 1122. 
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with the country powers, was in friendfhip with the French, and 
had promifes of affiftance, from the Danitfh factory of Tranquebar *. 
The Select Committe reprefented to the Nabob, that in cafe the ex- 
pedition againit Tanjore fhould take place at all, it ought to be un- 
dertaken, in time fufhcient to bring it to a conclufion, before the 
fetting in of the rains t. They, at the fame time, refolved in their 
minutes, that ‘it was proper and neceffary that the expedition 
© again{t Tanjore be undertaken ; and that the prefent opportunity, 
6 all circumftances confidered, is the moft favourable for carrying 
‘‘ the fame into execution [.” The refolution of the Seleét Com- 
mittee was confirmed, by the Council at large, on the 29th of June 
1773. In their minutes upon the fubject, they recapitulated old 
arguments and advanced new. They agreed, that as the treaty of 
1762 was annulled and extinguifhed, by an intervening war, fol- 
lowed by another treaty, in which the Company were not mention- 
ed; that ‘ all idea of the exiftence of a guarantee was removed.” 
They, therefore, founded the auxiliary afhiftance, which they pro- 
pofed to give on the expediency, and even neceflity of the meafure §. 
Though the Members of Council, who planned, or rather urged 
the fecond expedition againft Tanjore, have been reviled, cenfured, 
and ftigmatized by the Dircctors of the year 1775, that enlightened 
body could not have, with any juflice, accufed their fubjects of ne- 
glecting the interefts of the Company, in their flipulations with the 
Nabob. ‘They infifted, that he fhould not only pay for the future, 
but replace the pay already iffued to three thoufand Seapoys, which 
the Prefidency had thought proper to levy fome time before|]. But 
as to the Nabob’s promiffory prefent of ten lacks of Pagodas 4 to the 
Company, the Governor declared, that he made no condition for, nor 
’ Rous’s Appendix, No. XVII Ibid. p, 1123, 1773. Rous’s Appendix, No. XXVII. p.1 129; 
+ Ibid. Htqo; tists 
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claim of, any thing; but that whatever his Highnels, out of his 
good-will and friendfhip, fhould be pleafed to offer, he would will- 
ingly receive it for the Company *. In return for thefe grants, on 
the part of the Nabob, the Prefidency engaged to fupport him in his 
expedition againft Tanjore, with a large army, to place the fort, 
when taken, either by capitulation or ftorm, in his hands, with the 
ftores and effects which might be found in the place. Butthey de- 
clared, that fhould it be taken by ftorm, the plunder fhould become 
the property of the captors, by the ufage of war fT. 

The preparations of the Prefidency, for taking the field, could 
not long remain unknown to the Rajah. Having fome time before 
difgraced and confined Mona-ji, at the requeft of his vulgar para- 
fites, he had, as early as the month of May {, endeavoured to re- 
concile the mind of that aged Chief, as the only perfon fit to manage 
his affairs, in times of difficulty and danger. Mona-ji endeavoured 
to excufe himfelf, by alleging, ‘* That he was now befet with old 
‘age and infirmity, and had no abilities left §.” But being foothed, 
flattered, and threatened by the Rajah, he, at farft, took the com- 
mand of a body of five hundred horfe, and one thoufand Sepoys|}, 
and on the roth of July, he was placed at the head of the army . 
The capital was, in the mean time, placed in the beft flate of de- 
fence **, More than twenty thoufand men, of various kinds, were 
inarms |. The French of Pondicherry amufed the Rajah with hopes 
of effe@tual affiftance §§. The Dutch of Negapatnam, and even 
thofe of Ceylon, were fincerely in his intereft, and the fupport of it 
favoured their own. The Danes of Tranquebar, as well as the 


°*Mr. Wynch ufes the very words of Mr. (Ibid. po rags. 
Du Pre, ona like occafior, Sept. 18th, 1778, wemrOTO, 
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Dutch on the Coaft*, affifted him with men}, money, and war- 
like ftores. The uncle of the King of Candia, having arrived at 
Negapatnam, fent a Vackeel to the Rajah, and promifed aidt. The 
Dutch obtained in mortgage from him Nagore, Trivalore, and Vi- 
derniam, for an hundred and fifty thoufand Pagodas; and he or- 
dered his Vackecl, at Negapatnam, to fell entirely, for thirty thou- 
fand more, the villages and grounds, for which the Dutch had till 
then paid rent§. Hyder Ahi, having aflembled a force at Dunde- 
gul, fent aflurances that he would affift the Rajah, when the army 
fhould move againft Tanjore ||. The Dutch having hoifted their 
colours at Nagore, fupplied the Rajah with guns, military ftores, 
and men, from Nagapatnam; and, in fhort, every preparation was 
made for the fecurity of Tanjore, which the Rajah feemed deter- 
mined to defend to the laft extremity . 

~ General Smith having encamped the army, in the plain of Trit- 
chinopoly, in the end of July, entered the province of Tanjore, in 
the beginning of Auguft. The firft hoftilities commenced on the 
6th of that month, when the Nabob’s cavalry defeated a body of the 
enemy, with confiderable lofs, near the walls of Tanjore |. On the 
2oth ground was broke ** before the place; but the batteries, for 
making a breach, were not opened till the 27th of Auguft tT. A 
detail of the fiege 1s unimportant in itfelf, and unneceffary to the 
purpofe of this work. On the 17th of September, a practicable 
breach being made, Tanjore was rather furprifed than ftormed, at 
twelve of the clock at noon, when the fun was moft intenfely hot; 


“« given by thofe of Coromandel to the Rajah 
‘© of Tanjore, | fhall demand account from Ne- 
‘¢ capatnam. Mean while ferves to your Exce!- 
“ lency’s information, that the Netherlandith 
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with the Daich, is proved by the following ex- 
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Batavia, to the Nabob, dated July 26:h, 1771. 

« Corcerning the afiftance of warlike ftores, 
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and the garrifon, confifting of twenty thoufand fighting men {{, cx- 
cept a few, not expecting an attack, ‘ had retired from the breach 
‘© to their houfes to cat rice}.”” The Rajah and his family, with 
Mona-ji, together with his fons, were made prifoners; and the Na- 
bob having agreed to pay a ftipulated fum to the army for the plun- 
der, the place was faved from the devaftation and rapine, which 
ufually attend a conqueft acquired by aflault |}. 

Whilft Tanjore was preffed by a fiege, tle Dutch Prefidency of 
Negapatnam took pofleflion of Nagore, a confiderable fea-port, be: 
longing to the province of Tanjore 7, together with feveral valuable 
diftridts, on the pretence of having purchafed them from the Rajah. 
To fupport their ufurpation, they had afflembled a confiderable body 
of troops in the neighbourhood of Nagore, to defend their new ac- 
quifitions. The Nabob, after reprefenting the invalidity of thofe 
tranfactions, between his tributary and the Dutch, and likewife 
the bad confequences, which might refult to his government, and 
confequently to the Company, from the addition of influence 
and confequence, which any other European power in India might 
derive from territorial poffeffions, requefted the affiftance of the 
troops to recover the alicnated diltrits, fhould the Dutch refufe to 
relinguifh their claims in an amicable manner-.. But the Prefi- 
dency, though fenfible of the danger and inconvenience of per- 
mitting any other Company to increafe their power on the coaft, 
fhewed an unwillingnefs to adopt a meafure, which might be con- 
Rruéted into a violation of treaties fubhfting between the Crown of 
Great Britain and the States of the United Provinces *. ‘They con- 
fulted therefore, Sir Robert Harland, his Majefty’s Minifter Pleni- 
potentiary, on that fubje&t; and he gave it clearly as his opinion, 
that ‘* the Company’s aflifting the Nabob, in recovering lands un- 


‘© yufltly alienated by his Feudatory, could be confidered, in no re- 
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‘“< {pect, as an infringement of treaties, which conld not have re- 
garded any encroachments wantonly made on dominions, to the 
difpofal of which the Crown, much: lefs the Company, had no right. 
That as the Prefidency, as auxiliaries, had actually affifted the Na- 


“a 
wn 


bob, in the reduction of Tanjore, it was equally incumbent upon 
‘© them to give their aid to put him in poffefion of the country de- 
‘¢ pendent on that capital. ‘That he himfelf, as the reprefentative of 
‘© the King of Great Britain, would have no objection. to aflift the 
‘* Company with the force under his command, fhould it be re- 
“ quired fF.” 

The Prefidency were fenfible, ‘‘ that from the fyftem of govern- 
«© ment, and the nature of tenures in India, the Rajah of Tanjore, 
‘© not being Lord Paramount of his country. but tributary to the 
¢ Nabob, had no right to alienate any part of his lands, without 
‘© the confent of his Liege Lord, the Ruler of the Carnatic Payen- 
« ghaut*;’’ but notwithftanding this refolution of the Prefidency, 
the army, who expected little benefit from a conteft with Europe- 
ans, fhewed an apparent unwillingnefs to proceed on that fervice 1; 
and * confequently, nothing was done with fpirit §.” Accounts of 
this unwillingnefs were foon carried to Negapatnam ; and the Dutch 
became confequently obftinate {. The troops were, at length, pre- 
vailed on to proceed, but with a peculiar refinement on the opera- 
tions of war. The Nabob’s troops were placed in the front, to ex- 
pel the Dutch; and thofe of the Company were only to aflift, in 
cafe of neceflity, hoping, by this fubterfuge, to feem not to have 
acted againft the Dutch. This conceit was praGifed with fuch a 
minute ceremony, that fome of the Companys Officers, who led 
the Nabob’s cavalry, ‘ unfafhed, and declared themiclves off 
+ Rous’s Appendix, No. AXVIT. p. 1363. § Sir Robert Harland to the Secretary of 
* Ibid, p. 1378. Stator, 17 
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‘© duty §? But the Dutch thought proper to relieve them from 
their embarrafiment, by relinquifhing the territory and town of Na. 
gore to the Nabob, upon his replacing the money which they had 
paid to the Rajah |]. 

Thus fell Tanjore into the hands of the Nabob of the Carnatic, 
by a regular conqueft accomplifhed in a folemn and neceflary war. 
To the inconteflible right which that Prince acquired by this event, 
to the territory of his dangerous and rebellious feudatory, was added 
the fanétion of the King of Great-Britain, not only in the perfon of 
his reprefentative acting in India by the authority of the great feal, 
but even by his Majefty’s perfonal approbation of the meature. 
Sir Robert Harland had ordered, at the defire of the Prefideucy, 
two of. his Majefty’s fhips, the Dolphin and the Swallow, to bring 
troops and ftores from Mafulipatam, to afift at the reduction of Tan- 
jore. He, at the fame time, fignified to the Governor and Council, 
That fhould they find it expedient for the prefent fervice, he was 
ready to land the marine forces under his command to do duty in 
the garrifons or to adt in the field. He affured them, that fhould 
they judge it neceffary to require any further afhiftance of his Ma- 
jefty’s fhips, or of the force under his command, they had only to 
fignify their wifhes; as he was well-difpofed to co-operate with them, 
in every thing, for the public good*. His Majefty had approved 
of the firft expedition againft Tanjore, in a letter under his own 
hands and it may confequeutly be inferred, that he approved of the 
fecond expedition, which was founded upon the fame grounds of 
juftice, expediency, and neceffity. The words in his Majefty’s letter 
to the Nabob, which is dated April 7, 17727, are thefe: ‘It gave 
“us fatisfaction to hear, that the Governor and Council of Madras 

& Rous’s Appendix, No. XXVII. paflim. * Rous’s Appendix, No. XXVIII. p. 1134, 
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** had fent the Company’s ttoops with yours to reduce your tri- © ie P. 
.“€ butary the Rajah of Tanjore to obedience, in which we hope, by ~~ 
‘* the blefling of God, they will be fuccefsful {.” 

To this approbation of the Crown and affiflance of its Plenipo- 
tentiary, with refpect to the meafures againft Tanjore, was added 


the acquiefeence of the Court of Directors, if in their cafe, as in that 
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They had not even been filent on this fubje@t; for the expedition 
of the year 1771 differed in no refpe, in its caufe and object, from 
that of 1773. The Court of Dire€tors had been fully and regularly 
informed of the motives which had induced the Prefidency to give 
the affliftance of the Company to the Nabob, in the firft of thofe ex- 
peditions; and they had approved of every part of the conduct of 
the Prefidency down to the month of January 1772§. On the 2oth 
of September 1773, juft three days after the taking of Tanjore, the 
Prefident and Council informed the Directors, that they had been 
unanimous in their opinion in favour of the meafure, for the reafons 


jet forth in their proceedings ||. This difpatch was received in 


that he will reconcile the differences which 
have arifen between you and the Company's 
fervants againft your mutual intercft. It 
gave us fatisfaction to hear that the Governor 
ard Council of Madras hid fent the Com- 
pany’s tioops with yours to reduce your 


t+ It is thought proper to throw the whole ‘ 
of the letter into this note, as it contains fome ‘ 
of thofe folemn aflurances of fupport, which ‘§ 
the Crown is boond, in honour as well as inte-  § 
reft, to give tothe Nabob., 


*~ 


rn 


* George the Third, &c. &c.&c, To Nabob « 
‘© Wallajah, &c. Nabob of Arcot and the 
mS Carnptic.” 


“© We received with pleafure your letter, in 
** which you exprefs to us your gratitude for 
*< the additional nava) force which we have 
“© fent for your fecurity, as well as that of our 
** Baft India Company, and your CONFIDENCE; 
** that we thall tread in the fleps of our royal 
grandfather, by granting PROTECTION 
** to you and your family. We have given 
“© our Commonder in Chief and Pleniporen- 
‘© tiary, Sir Robert Harland, our initractions 
* for that purpole, and we fiater curfelves 


a 
“ 


TRIBUTARY, the Rajah of Tanjore, to obe- 
*¢ dience, in which, we hope, by the blefling of 
God, they will be fuecefsful ; and fo we bid 
you farewel, wifhing health and profperity 
to you and your family. 
** Given at our Court at St. James’s, the 
“« oth day of April 1772, in che t2th 
‘* year of our reign, 
‘« Your affetionate friend, 
Po] OO BS Sg Cy ode 
§ Vide thanks of the Court to Mr. Du Pré, 
Auguft 1773. Mr. Du Pre’s Vindication, lait 
page. 
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London on the 26th ef March 17749; three weeks at leaft before 


eee the latter fhips of the feafon fatled-for India. Onethe 2ath*® and 
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egth of October 1773, the Prefidency tranfmitted an account of 
their tranfactions, and the motives of their conduct, relative to the 
conqueft of Tanjore, to the Court of Directors; and both thofe 
difpatches came to the India Houfe, on the 26th of March 17747. 
The Select Committee, on the 2gth of Oober 1773, entered mto 
a detail of thé motives and reafons which. weighed with therm ithe 
refolution which they had taken to affiftthe Nabob in reducing ‘Lanjore, 
fending, at the fame time, a copy of their proceedings to the Com- 
pany; and “ we truft,’. fay they, * that our conduct will meet 
‘* with your approbation {.” ‘This letter: was alfo received on the 
20th of March 1774§; but though the Court of Directors were 
poflefied of the whole materials, and had fome weeks to deliberate 
on the fubje&t, before the failing of the latter thips, they remained 
totally filent. 


Though, in the courfe of the fummer 1774, feveral other dif- 


patches, relative to the conquelt of Tanjore and the fubfequent mea- 


fures, which arofe from that tranfaction, the Court of Directors 
entered into no examination, formed no refolution, made even no 
mention at all of the fubjeét. They paffed it over as a matter of 
courfe, an event which had arifen from expediency, and even ne- 
cefhity ; a tranfaction, which had been the natural confequence of 
the Company’s connection with the Nabob, and the propricty of 
fupporting the rights and dignity of .his government, over his vaf- 
fals, according to their own uniform and repeated orders to their 
fervants ||, The winter of 1774, and. the firfl two months of 
1775, pafled away, in the fame filent approbation of the conduct of 
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the Prefhidency of Fort St. George, relative to the conqueft of ‘Tan- 
jore. The Dire&ors of 1773 had, in the moft public and decifive 
manner, approved of the expedition of 1771, which differed neither 
in juftice nor propriety from that of 1773. ‘They had thanked 
Mir. Du Pre, who had concerted and executed the meafure, for his 
eminent fervices to the Company, in every part of his condud, 
during his government, and, in particular, in his supPORT of the 
rights of the Nabob. They had rewarded Mr. Haftings, who 
had been Second in Council at Fort St. George, when the expedition 
of 1771 was planned and executed, with the government of Ben- 
eal. For near thirteen months after intelligence of taking Tanjore 
was received, at the India-Houfe, the Court of Directors, like their 
predeceflors in 1773, fecm to have entirely approved of the mea- 
fure, by their total filence on the fubject. It was not till the 12th 
of April, 1775, the very day on which the Court of Proprietors 
were met to chufe new Directors, that the old difapproved, cen- 
fured, fligmatized, and reverfed not only the meafures of their pre- 
deceffors but even their own. How and from whence this fudden 
light fell on the India-Houfe, and kindled in the minds of the 
Directors, when their power was juft expiring, fuch a_ fervour 
for juftice, is lefs important, than it is difheult to explain. 

The more points, in which the fubje&t of Tanjore is viewed, 
the lefs defencible will the fubfequent conduct of the Directors of 
1775 appear. It has been already proved, beyond the power ofa 
juft reply, that Mabommed <Al1 poileffed the only fovereign authority 
in the Carnatic. That the Company, neither by -eharter nor even 
by ufurpation, cither could poflefs, or even pretended to hold any 
fovereignty in that country. That in no war, which, either the 
difobedience or ambition of the Nabob’s vaflals might kindle, or 
render abfolutely neceflary, the Company had any right to appear, 
as principals. “That, by their connection with Mahommed Ali, their 
intercft in the fecurity of his government, they thought themfelves 
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bound in duty to appear as his allies, when he found himfelf 
obliged to take the ficld againft foreign invaders or refractory 
fubjedts. That the fervants of the Company abroad never claimed 
any other title to themfelves, than that of allies, nor to their troops 
but that of auxiliaries to the government of the Carnatic. ‘That, 
in the two expeditions againft Tanjore, the Prefidency had been unt- 
formly careful to mention, in almoft all thetr minutcs on the fub- 
ject, that their forces were only auxiliaries in the Nabob’s army. 
‘That, as they had laid no claim to the war, as their own, they had 
moft folemnly relingutthed every idea of having any right to the 
making of peace. That, in the firft expedition, they were fo fen- 
fible of their own want of every right to interfere, they acqutefced 
in a treaty, which they declared to be infecure ; and withdrew their 
troops from the walls of Vanjore, when a practicable breach was 
made. That, when the expedition of 1773 was undertaken, the 
Governor and Council, who were vefted with definitive powers rela- 
tive to all agreements with Indian princes, difavowed every claim to 
any conqueft, that might be made. That having accordingly af- 
fifted the Nabob in making a conqucft, that conqueft was folemnly 
and irrevocably vefted in that prince, as the acknowldged principal 
in the war. That, when a territory is acquired in a regular and 
folemn war, by any power, that power has the moft decided, the 
moft indifputable and irreverfible title to that conqueft, by the law 
of nature and nations. ‘That, by the fame law, both the victor and 
his affigns are to be defended in the poffeffion of whatever he has 
taken from his enemies f. That, fhould any other power dilpofe 
of territorics acquired, by the rights of conqueft, ftrch interference 
would amount to actual hoftilities, and place the injuring party in a 
fate of war with the party injured. That, fhould the fubjects of 


+ Plato de Leg. lib. it. Ariftot. de Repub. vii. cap. 5. Groat. lib. iii, cap. 6, fa. 2. 
Jib. i. cap. 4. Xenophon. de Toft. Cyr. lib. Puffendorf, hb, vii, cap. 7. fect. 3. 
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any other power, under any pretence whatfoever, feize or alter the © . - P. 
poffeffion of any couqueft, fuch power is bound by the law of na- Ue 
ture and nations, to punifh its offending fubjedts, and to make, 

from their effects, due reparation to him, whom they had difpof- 

fefled of his undoubted and acknowledged rights. That, fhould a le 
the ftate whofe fubjects the offenders are, either neglect or refufe to invading that 
bring them to juftice, fuch ftate would commit a violation of the a 
treatics fubfifting between it and the injured power; and be fur- 

ther acceflory to a flagrant and unpardonable breach of public 

faith, fhould it overlook the injuftice done to an ally, by fuch 
offenders, for any defpicable advantage to be derived from them, 
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Cory Pree. 


The Refloration of Tanjore examined. 


HE Eaft India Company, ever fince their firft inftitution, 
. had induftrioufly, and, till lately, very fuccefsfully, covered 
their tranfactions with a veil of fecrecy ; which few had the curio- 
fity, and fewer ftill the means to penetrate. This maxim of myl- 
tery naturally fprung from the jealous principles of commerce, 
which hopes to preclude rivals, by a fuppreffion of its profits. When 
ftates and kingdoms, by fcarcely accountable revolutions, came un- 
der the management of the Company, the filence, which had been 
thought neceflary for preferving commercial advantages, was tranf- 
ferred to a ftill more neceflary bufinefs, the conceatment of plunder. 
The principal fervants, having fabricated fortunes under a myfte- 
rious cloud, had an intereft in remaining quiet; and the fear of dif- 
milion, and confequently of ruin, deterred thofe in inferior ftations 
from divulging that {mall portion of the delinquency of their fupe- 
riors, which fell within their knowledge. Befides, the enviable 
fituation of tyranny and pillage, was a prize in the wheel, into 
which they had thrown their own lots; and even a kind of mif- 
placed honour fometimes prevented men of principle from detecting 
peculation, injuflice, and vice; to avoid the difgrace, which the 
world has, perhaps injudicioully, annexed to the character of an 
informer. 
The diftance of the fcene of iniquity naturally diminifhed the tm- 
prefion made by vague reports of crimes; and the national curio- 
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fity, with regard to the affairs of the Faft, was Icflened by the 
national averfion to a monopoly, which precludcs the people at large 
from their natural mghts to univerfal commerce. The plunder of 
Afia, ina manner, brought the firft authentic accounts of Afiatic 
revolutions to Europe. Mankind began to enquire, “* how, and 
“© whence {uch {plendor came ;”’ and when they faw, that perfons of 
mean parts had amalled great and fudden richcs, they naturally 
fufpected, that rapacity, injuftice and tyranny had fupplied their 
want of talents. Inftead of prudently brooding over their ill-got 
hoards, the Company’s fervants, upon their return from their pro- 
vinces, flew in the face of nobility itfelf; mvalled it in the pofleffion 
of lands, outftripped it in diflipation, oftentation, and luxury; and 
fometimes overcame it In parliamentary influence. Jealoufy and 
refentment, which are too often more powerful paflions, than a de- 
fire of redreffing the injured, excited a degree of revenge. Some 
men of talents, who precipitately thought, that national indigna- 
tion might produce national juftice, unveiled fome of the fountains 
of corruption in the Eaft. Their difcoveries were heard with atten- 
tion by the nation; but a benumbed fiate feconded not the ardour 
of the people, for reftoring public honour, by exhibiting examples 
of public juftice. 

An enquiry into abufes,‘ when it is not followed by animadver- 
fion and punifhment, inftead of reprefling vice, produces a larger 
crop of delinquency. The Company’s fervants in the Eaft, inftead 
of ** fhortening their hands from vice,’ if an Afiatic expreflion may 
be ufed, on an Afiatic fubjeét, “ lengthened” them to every act of 
infolence and oppreflion. Their mafters in the Weft, finding that 
the ftorm, which threatened the mifmanagements of the Company, 
had diflipated without falling, flew in the face of a ftate, which, 
When the 
fear of future punifhment was removed, former rancour and ani- 


i hw 
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mofity returned. To partake of the injuftice, if not to fhare in the 
peculations of their fervants, a Court of Dire€tors, not only re- 
verfed the moft folemn and decifive meafures of their predeceflors 
in office, but invaded and fruftrated the moft facred engagements 
of the ftate. Some writers of {pirit and information took arms in 
the caufe of humanity and juftice. They dragged forth the delin- 
guents from the cloud, in which they had involved themfelves, and 
brought them bound to the tribunal of the public. The public, 
before fentence was pafled, fhewed a laudable inclination to hear 
the culprits, in their own defence. | 

The Court of Direftors undertook this defence, with an appear- 
ance of conviction of their own integrity and the reétitude of their 
meafures; a circumftance calculated to impofe upon the world. 
Ina public advertifement *, they affured their conftituents and the 
nationat large, ‘‘ That from the materials before them, they had 
*¢ not the leaft doubt of refuting the heavy charges brought againft 
‘ them, which, could they be proved, would not only render them 
* unfit tocondué the affairs of the Company, but utterly unworthy 
“© of every degree of public truft and confidence.” To fupport 
this precipitate declaration, they proceeded to what they called a 
defence of their condu&. But, when they ought to have ftated 
their cafe in the plain and fimple garb which confcious integrity 
and truth always chufe and love, they overwhelmed and frightened 
the nation, with many enormous volumes, printed from the heavy 
and contradictory records of the Company. ‘The Directors, by this 
clumfy artifice, hoped, perhaps, to create a general-difguft againft a 
fubject, which few had abilities and fcarcely any the perfeverance to 
expifcate, in fuch a confufed mafs. Under the cover of a dull and 
torpid publication, they thought they had fecured a fafe retreat from 
further cenfure. This Afiatic mud-fort formed of confultations, 


© Mareh 26th, 1777. 
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difpatches, and country correfpondences, we have flormed, with 
lefs danger than labour; and, we truft, we have had the good for- 
tune to difcomft an aukward enemy, by turning on him his own 
artillery. 

Though the Court of Eaft India Directors have failed, in their 
folemn engagements to the public, to juftify their own conduét re- 
lative to their behaviour towards the Nabob of Arcot and the pre- 
tended } reftoration of Tanjore, it is feared, that * by crawling over 
“© the fubject, they have rendered it difguftful to the generality 
‘* of readers, by the flime of their heavy papers.’ Our apprehen- 
fions on that head will render it perhaps neceffary to recapitulate 
fome capital points, which have been more diffufely examined and 
proved in the preceding part of this work. 
arife in the mind of the reader of this chapter, he is referred to tlie 
pages in which the fubject is treated at large, under the evidence of 
unqueftionable authorities. In fhort, inftead of following the ex- 
ample of our opponents, whofe obvious intention has been to reftore 
the tranfactions of the Company to their original obfcurity and un- 
certainty, we fhall endeavour to develope truth, and to prefent her, 
Whatever the 
decifion of that public may be on the fubje&t, we fhall think ourfelves 
fufficiently rewarded by the confcioufnefs of having expofed ini- 
QuiTy and fupported JUSTICE. 


It has appeared that the Eaft India Company; which was arf 


in her native fimplicity, before the eve of the public. 


formed in a period of time unfavourable to commerce, had carried 
into its original inftitution and management, the narrow principles 
of mean traders {. Thatthe managers of their affairs at home had 


+ We hhall have oceafion hereafter to thew, 
that the reftoration of Tulja-31 notwithfRanding 
the pompous virtue expreffed in the orders of 
April 12, 1775. was buta cruel mockery of 
that Rajah, who has been only raifed as a figure 
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very carly ufurped an abfolute dominion over the ftock-holders ; and 
had, by private contra&ts, unjuft deductions, and iniquitous frauds, 
embezzled their property §. That their principal fervants abroad, 
following the example of their fuperiors, or obeying their orders||, 
had been guilty of treachery to the natives of India, and of acts of 
cruclty, injuftice, and opprefion to their fellow-fubjects 7. That 
when they were called to account by the Great Mogul for their in- 
juflice to his fubjedts, their condu& in adverfity was as mean, ab- 
ject, and fubmiffive, as their infolence and haughtinefs had been 
intolerable in profperity*. That when the mifmanagements of the 
Company forced, in a manner, their affairs into parliamentary dif- 
cuflion, they were detected in perverting public juftice, by corrupt- 
ing the venal and bribing the profligatet. That, after the two 
Companics were united, in the beginning of the prefent century, 
the fame attention to {clf-intcreft, the fame eager purfuit of perfonal 
gain, continued among the leaders at home; and the fame tyranny, 
circumvention, and fraud, among the principal fervants abroad {. 
That when the Company, by various revolutions in Afia, afecnded 
from the condition of traders to.that of SOVEREIGNS, they mul- 
tiplicd their aéts of injuftice, in proportion to the extent of their 
power §. That though fome men of talents and fome of integrity, 
had frequently the management of affairs at home and abroad, few 
of thefe could diveft themfelves of the confined principles of avarice 
and felf-intereftednefs ||. 


dutiful fubje€is to the flate, with whofe juft authority the real 


That inftead of behaving themielves like 


interefts of the Company are clofely and infeparably connected, the 


§ Hiflery and Management of the Eaft India 
Company, p. 13. 

|| Ibid. p. 14. 

@ Ibid. p. ty, 15. Hamilton, vol. i, Har- 
ris, vol. iis Dodfley, vol. in, Unive Tit. 
vol. x. 

e PP. 16. Hamilton, vol. 1. 


+ P. 17. Journals of the Commons, Aprij 
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managers of their affairs infulted the commifhon of their Sovereign, 
difregarded the public faith, and trampled upon a national guaran- 
tee. That thefe principles, as they proceed chicfly from radical 
defects in the conftitution of the Company, call aloud for the cor- 
reCting hand of the legiflature, to prevent future mifchicfs by new 


regulations, if not to punith former delinquencies. 


In the courfe of the preceding work, it has been proved, that 
the Company’s fervants uniformly were confidered and owned 
themfelves the fubjects of the Mogul, in all parts of that mo- 
That, efpe- 
cially in the Carnatic, when they took up arms, upon any occafion, 
they avowed that they only performed their duty, as fubjects of the 


narch’s dominions, where they poflefied fettlements *. 


Mogul empire, according to their original condition and tenure in 
the country and the fundamental principles of the Mogul govern- 
ment f. That they confidered and always acknowledged the Na- 
bob of Arcot, as the mediate power, between them and the Mogul, 
to whom their allegiance and fupport was due, as faithful and ap- 
proved fubjects $. That they knew and owned, that Mahommed 
Ali, the prefent Nabob of the Carnatic, was the LAWFUL Nabob 
of that country, by the free and Icgal Saneds of the Mogul, as well 
as of his deputy, the viceroy of the Decan§. That they looked 
upon the French Company, who had been eftablifhed in the Car- 
natic, on the very fame footing with themfelves, in the light of 
REBELS, for carrying on war againft Mahommed Ali |]. That, in 
the perfon of their governor, Mr. Pigot, they fignified their with 
** to carry on their bufinefs, wder that prince’s protection, as they 


* P. 28. YYamilion, vol. i,  Rous’s Ap- 
perdix, No.l. p. 15. bid. p. 9g. Governor 
Saunders to the French Deputies, Feo. 15th, 
1754. Mr. Pigotto Natob, Auguft sth, 1750. 

+ P. 112. Governor Saunders, ubi fapra, 
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“© did wader that of former Subadirs*.”’ That, upon the whole, 

as no revolution has happened in the Carnatic, no breach upon the 
legal appointment of Mahommed Ah, to the government of that 
country, the Company and their fervants ftill continue, in the 
fame relation to that Nabob, as they had uniformly ftood with re- 
gard to his predeceffors and to himfelf. That, in the double ca- 
pacity of fubjeéts to Great Britain, and to the government of the 
country, where the fettlement is placed, the Company, neither had 
nor have any right, to become principals in any war; and that they 
can only appear, as allies, auxiliaries or mercenaries. That in 
none of thefe characters, they have any right whiatfoever to either 
the poffefion or the difpofal of conquefts; and, that their claiming 
the one or arrogating the other is a violation of their duty, as fub- 
jects of Great Britain, as well as of the country government. 

To demonftrate the indifputed right of the Mogul to the Car- 
natic and all its dependencies, by conqueft, the hiftory of that coun- 
try has been deduced from the earlieft times. It has been proved, 
that, as early as the year 1310, a Gentoo prince reigned in the 
Carnatic, who was fovereign of the provinces of Canara, Myfore, 
Travancore, TANjorE, Marava, and Madura {. That this prince, 
to defend himfelf againft the incurfions of the Mahommedans, had 
built the city of Bigenagur §, in the mountains, about eighty gco- 
metrical miles to the fouth-eaft of Goa |]. That this city, which 
gave its name to the kingdom of which it was the capital, was at- 
tacked and taken, in the year 1565, by the united force of the four 
Mahommedan principalities of the Decan **, That, in a war which 
commenced in 1650, the whole Carnatic was entirely reduced under 


the yoke of the Mahommedan kings of Bijapour and Tellingana +f. 


° Mr, Pigot tothe Nabob, Aug. sth, 1759, § Dow, vol, 1. 
and June 23d, 1760. || Lettres Edifiantes, tom. xxi. 
+ P.142. Dow, vol. i. w* De Fariagip. 252- 
t De Faria, vol. i. p.g5. vol. ti. pe 83. 142. t¢ Dow, vol. iii. 
That 
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That in the years 1686 and 1667, the emperor Aurungzebe con- 
That the Naigs 
of TANjorF, by that conqueft, became feudatories and vaflals of 
the empire }. That about the year 1696, nine years after the re- 
duction of the kingdoms of Bijapour and Tellingana, one Ecko-y1, 
a Maratta, fervant to the king of Biyapour, having been called by 
the hereditary Naig of Tanjore to his affiftance, feized the country, 
which he had been called to defend §. That the Mogul Nabob of 
the Carnatic reduced Sahu-ji, the fon of the ufurper, to an abfolute 


quered the kingdoms of Bijapour and Tellingana. 


dependence on the empire. ‘That the Nabob impofed upon the 
vanquifhed Sahu-ji, an annual tribute of thirty lacks of rupees ||. 
That, in confideration of that fum and his entire fubmiflion to the 


mandates of the Mogul, that monarch conferred upon him the title 


of Rajan, by an imperial Phirman *. 


6S 
Seeta57« 
| 375,000]. 


* Cowlnamma from Nabob Zulphukar Cawn Ra- 
hauder, Nabob of the Carnatic, to Sabougee, 
the Son of Ecko ji, Naig or Zemindar of Tanjore. 
‘¢ [ have received your obligation in writing, 
containing affurances of your humiliation, fub- 
miflion, penitence, and dejection, and of your 
avoiding your former untoward conduct, and 
not aflifling Ramah, begging pardon for your 
patt faults, and engaging to hecome a faithful 
fubject of the Empire; and alfo engaging to 
pay an annual tribute of thirty lack of rupees, 
twenty lack you will pay now, with jewels and 
elephants, and ten the rext year ; and in the 
room of furnifhing me with a force, you will 
deliver up tome the forts of Pollamcottah, Cit- 
toners, and Tank, with their diftriéts; and 
“alfo Cantenanacgoody, Sheamufly, Tutlegoo- 
dynar, Imrapoor, Elvanafoor, Haulcooret, and 
Pandalum, &c. which you took from Ram 
Rage; and further, begging to have the gra- 
cious Phirmaun, pardoning your faults, and 
i 


That, during an irregular 
fucceflion 


giving you the ticle of Rajah, and the Zemin- 
dary of Tanjore:—Though your faults, from 
the beginning to this time, do not merit for- 
givenefs, and by the blefling of God, the re- 
duction of Tanjore was as good as accomplith- 
ed, yet as the Imperial court 1s replete with 
mercy and forgivencfs, and the fervants there- 
of are ever difpofed to pardon offences, con- 
fidering your humiliation and fubmiffive en- 
treaties, I have agreed to your propofal, on 
condition of your difcharging the flipulated 
tribute, and not by any means affifling the 
rebellious Ramah.—I have fworn by the King, 
who is the fhadow of the Moft High (for whofe 
fafety may thoufands give their lives) and hav- 
ing marked this paper with the palm of my 
hand, have fcnt it you, as an aflurance that 
you may, in peace of mind and in confidence, 
difchatee your tribute, deliver up the forts and 
diftrits, avoid any connection with the rebel, 
and not act in any manner whatfcever, con- 
trary to Orders; that we may write to the 
prcfence of the King, and obtain for you his 
gracious Phirmaun, granting you forgivencts 
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fucceffion of the pofterity of Ecko-ji in Tanjore, the fettled tribute 
was paid, and the feudatory fervices performed, by that country, 
for more than thirty years‘. That, when the Rajah proved re- 
fractory, his fuperior, the Nabob of Arcot, feized his country, as a 
forfeiture to the empire, and threw the revolted vaflal into prifon, 
asa punifhment for his contumacy ¢. That, though the Rajah, 
during troubles, which arofe in the Carnatic, recovered his liberty 
and government, he continued fubject to the empire of the Moguls; 
and was accountable for his tribute and feudal duties to the Nabob 


of Arcot, the mediate power between him and the throne. 

During the wars, which arofe on the coaft of Coromandel, from 
the ambition of the French and the intrigues of M. Dupleix, it has 
been fhewn, that the Rajah of Tanjore not only neglected to pay 
his tribute, but aéted a very undutiful and faithlefs part towards 


of your faults, and giving you the title of Ra- 
jah, and the Zemindary of Tanjore,—by 
which you will be honoured and exalted!” 


Tranflation of an Obligation to Zulpbukar 
- Cawn Bahauder, from Sauhougee, Zemin- 


dar of Tanjore. 


‘< It having pleafed the moft high and 
inighty Zulphukar Cawn, Nabob, to intend 
taking Tanjore from me Sahougee, Zemindar 
thereof,—I do hereby promife and engage to 
aét differently from my former condud, and to 
have no connection with, and give no affiltance 
to, Ram Rage, but faithfully and humbly to 
pay fubmiffion w the Imperial court of his 
high Majefty, which is like Solomon‘s in 
glory and magnificence; and being convinced 
that remaining his faithful fubjcét mult contri- 
bute to my prefent and future welfare and ad- 
vantage, I theicfore fubmit my fzlf to his or- 
ces, and promile to ferve him as his vaffal ; 
ard I have agreed to pay him a tribute of 
thirty Iacks of rupecs annually. I will now 
pay twenty Jacks in ready money, jewels, and 
clephants, and I will be anfwerable for ten 


lack in the next year; and inftead of furnifh- 
ing the faid Nabob, in his expedition againft 
Gingee, with a thoufand horfe and four thou- 
fand Sepoys from my trcops (as was intended), 
] will deliver him up three forts, ex. Pollam- 
cottah, Cittoners, and Tank, with their dif- 
tri€ts; and alfo Culmanargoody, Sheemnfty, 
Tuttegoodynar, Imrapoor, Elvanfore, Haul- 
coorchy and Pandalum, &c. which I took 
from Ram Rage; all which I give the faid 
Nabob asa tribute. 1 hope, asa fervant of the 
Court, to receive the gracious Phirmaun in 
my name, through the means of the faid Na- 
bob, giving to me the title of Rajah, and the 
Zemindary of Tanjore. I promife that J will 
by every means, fupport a connection with the 
garrifons, which are placed in the new-con- 
quered countrics; and | will not, in any re- 
fpe&t, be guilty of difobedience, or deviate 
from the path of fubjeétion, Given this 
oth of Shavaul, in the 38th year of his Ma- 
jefty’s reign.” 
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his fuperior the Nabob and the Englifh Company *. That though 
he fent a force to affilt them in 1759, it was after they had ob- 
tained a manifeft fuperiority, by the junction of the Marattas and 
Myforeans +. That when they had loft that fuperiority in 1753, 
he amufed them with infidious promifes, whilft he actually treated 
with their enemies {. That his condu& during the whole war, was 
not only uniformly deceptious §, but that he privately correfponded 
with the enemy ||, entertained their agent at his capital 4/, ftopt provi- 
fions from being fent to the Englifh army, and difconcerted their 
operations **, That, though the French attacked his capital in 1758, 
he exhibited marks of animofity againft the Englifh, and, when ‘he 
thought their fortune on the decline, when Madras was befieged, 
he not only refufed afliftance to them and his fuperior, the Nabob, 
but treated their reprefentative, Major Calliaud, with every mark 
of difrefpeét and contempt {}. That, though the power of the French 
manifeftly declined, when they were forced to raife the fiege of 
Madras, he not only refufed affiftance to his fuperior the Nabob, but 
anfwered the requeft of the Prefidency with a farcafm upon their 
conduct tf. 

Notwithftanding the treaty of 1762, which fettled the tribute of Tan- 
jore, at lefs than half the fum paid in the moft regular times, was fo fa- 
vourable to Pretaupa Sing, it has appeared, that he fhewed fo little in- 
clination to be punctual, in performing his part of the terms, that no- 
thing but his terror from the troops, marching to the fiege of Madura, 
could induce him to pay his fecond Kift §§. When, upon the death 
of Pretaupa, in December 1763 |||], his fon Tulja-ji fucceeded to the 
Rajathip, he improved on his father’s obftinacy and crimes. Having 
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removed the legitimate branches of his own family, either by the 
dagger or bowl ||, he formed a clofe connexion and eftablifhed a fe- 
cret correfpondence, with Ifoph Chan, then in a@ual rebellion, and 
befieged in Madura, by the Nabob and Englifh 7. When a war 
was kindled between Hyder Ali and the Enghth, the Rajah, though 
he had obtained, at the time, favours from the Prefidency, aflifted 
their enemy with money §§.. When that chief invaded the Carna- 
tic in 1769, Tulja-ji aflifted him with money and provifions 1, 
which enabled him to carry the war to the gates of Madras, and to 
Hyder Ali was fo fenfible of 
the Rajah’s fervices, and the Rajah fo certain of the protection and 
affiftance of that chicf, that Hyder infifted, his new ally fhould 
be comprehended in the treaty 14], which he dictated, ina manner, 


conclude a peace on his own terms. 


to the Prefidency in April 1769. Though the Prefidency, by a fub- 
terfuge, to which ¢hey endeavoured to afix a meaning TT, infifted 
upon including the Rajah in the treaty, as ther friend, he did not 
confider himfelf in that hight; but, on the contrary, depending upon 
the power of Hyder Ali, ftopped the payment of the ftipulated tri- 
bute, which became due, juft three months after the treaty of April 
1769 was concluded **. 

It has appeared, that the Court of Directors were fo fenfible of 
the duplicity and treachery of the Rajah, and fo. much irritated at 
the whole of his conduét, that, on the 17th of March 1769, they 
fent pofitive orders to the Prefidency, toaflift the Nabob in bringing 
toa fevere account his undutiful vaflal *. That the Court plainly 
were of opinion, that the treaty of 1762 had not abridged any part 
of the conflitutional rights of the Carnatic over Tanjore. That they 
canfidered that country, as a pART of the Carnatic; and its Rajah 


| Rous’s Appendix, No. XII. p. 198. ++ Ibid. 
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only a Zemindar of that province +. That he had not only de- 
ferved chaftifement for his condu€t; but that the Company were 
bound to aflift the Nabob againit his refractory feudatory {. 
It has been fhewn, that the oftenfible reafons, for not cxc- 
cuting thofe orders, proceeded from circumftances very different §, 
from any amendment in the behaviour of the Rajah. That the Pre- 
fidency, who were, by no means, prejudiced in favour of the Na- 
bob, declared that the Rajah certainly deferved chaftifement, for 
having aflifted the enemy of the Carnatic, with money and provi- 
fions, and for delaying the payment of the peifhcuith, fettled by the 
treaty of 1762]|. That, in the end of the year 1770, the Rajah’s 
correfpondence with Hyder and the Marattas, which two powers he 
invited to an invafion of the Carnatic, was difcovered, by the Prefi- 
dency, as well as the Nabob 4]. That, whilft he folicited foreign 
enemies to attack the Nabob, he himfelf a€tually took up arms againft 
the dependents and yaflals of that prince |. That when the Englifh 
Prefident wrote to the Rajah to fulpend hoftilities, inftead of paying 
attention to that application, he conveyed infult and impertinence, in 
his anfwer **. That, upon the whole, the intrigues of the Rajah, 
with the avowed enemies of the Carnatic, his taking up arms againft 
the dependents of a prince, to whom he himfelf was tributary TT, 
his breach of the treaty of 1762, of which the Company were gua- 
rantees, his oppofition to the Englifh commerce, his connection with 
other European factories, his avowed difobedience to his fuperior, 
his ingratitude to his protectors, his behaviour in the late war, the 
danger that might refult from his known character, in any future 
war, rendered it juft, expedient and neceflary, to bring him to a 
fevere account *. 


+ P. 165. + Ibid, 

t Ibid. ** Ibid, No. XXI. p. 609- 

§ Rous’s Appendix, No. XXV. p. 939. ++ Prefident to Nabob, Feb, 20th, 1771. 
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Though the conduct of the Rajah appeared to the Prefidency to 
merit the ultimate chaftifement of war, it has been fhewn, that the 
Nabob preferred negociation to hoftility t. That when the decifion 
of arms became neceflary [, he vefted his eldeft fon with powers, to 
accommodate matters with the Rajah §. ‘That when an agent was 
fent with letters to Tanjore, from the Prefident, the General, and 
the young Nabob, Tulja-ji treated him with indignity, and his dif- 
patches with contempt |]. That notwithflanding, when a pra¢tica- 
ble breach was made, a peace was concluded, fo favourable to the 
Rajah, that the Prefidency expreffed the higheft diflatisfaction, on 
that head Y. That, from the known character and views of Tulja-ji, 
it was the opinion of the Prefidency, that a fecond expedition againft 
Tanjore would foon become neceflary |; and that nothing fhort of 
the abfolute reduction of the Rajah could preferve the peace of the 
Carnatic. That this opinion was verified by the fubfequent conduc 
of the Rajah, who renewed his intrigues, with foreign powers, as 


foon as the guns, which‘had breached his walls, were withdrawn 


Demandsfuc- from the batteries **. That he demandcd fuccours from the Marat- 


cours from 
the Marattas 
and Figcer. 


Treats with 
the Dutch, 
Danes and 
French. 


Refufes to af- 


if his fupe- 


rior, 


tas TT, affured Hydcr, that he had no other protector *, promifed to 
aflift that chief, in difmembering the Carnatic {{. entered into in- 
trigues, treaties and agreements for a muhtary afhiftance, with the 
Dutch of Negapatnam, Danes of Tranqucbar §§, and French at Pon- 
dicherry |||. That, inftead of treating the jufl authority of his fupe- 
rior, with becoming refped, he had retufed, upon requifition, to 
afi him with troops, in terms of his tenure {7, That he received, 
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protected and aided the enemies of the Nabob4, encouraged depre- 
dations in his country **, and rieglected to pay the money +f, ftipu- 
lated by the agreement, to the obfervance of which he had folemnly 
{worn, in the month of October 1771 ff. 

Upon the whole, it has been fhewn, that the Rajah, by with- 
holding, for more than two years §§, the tribute ftipulated to be an- 
nually paid to the Nabob, had broken the treaty of 1762, to which 
the Company were guarantees. That the Company were bound, by 
that treaty, which they themfelves had made, to affift the Nabob 
againft the Rajah |||]. That, though the Rajah, as a tributary to the 
Carnatic, was in juftice bound to furnifh his quota of men and mo- 
ney, towards the general defence, he refufed both, and aflifted the 
enemy. That the Prefidency of Fort St. George, by the exprefs 
orders of their fuperiors, were obliged to give their affiftance to the 
Nabob, in preferving the peace of the Carnatic, as well as the rights 
and dignity of his government *. That the dangerous intrigues, 
preparations, and even hoftilities of the Rajah had broken that peace 
of which they were the guardians ft. That their duty to their fupe- 
riors, their engagements to the Nabob, and even felf-prefervation f, 
forced them to take the field §. That, when a war was once com- 
menced, they could only appear, as they themfelves uniformly ac- 
knowledged, in the light of allies, auxiliaries or mercenaries. That, 
in none of thofe characters, they poileffed, or pretended to poflefs, 
any right to what might be obtained by victory, except the plunder 
of places taken by ftorm |]. That, as Tanjore was a part of the 
Carnatic, as being tributary to that province, the keeping pofleflion 
of that place, when reduced, or thé giving it to any other, than 
ill Treaty dated Sept. 2zcth, 1762. 


* Letter of March 17th, 1769. 


t P. 194, 195+ _ 
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its lord paramount, the Nabob, would have been, in the Company, 
a direct infringement of the treaty of Paris, which guaranteed Ma- 
hommed Ali, in the entire and exclufive pofleflion of the whole 
country 4]. That, granting Tanjore had ze deen a part of the Car- 
natic, a pofition which we deny, it became a part of that counwy, 
when it was conquered by the arms of the Nabob, ina neceflary, 
regular, and folemn war. That, as foon as it became a part of the 
Carnatic, by conqueft, which is the leaft difputable of all rights, tt 
That 
nothing but another conqueft, or a voluntary ceflion of Tanjore, by 
the Nabob himfelf, could alienate it from that prince. That the 


Company, by taking pofleffion of it, by keeping it for themfelves, or 


immediately fell under the fecurity of the treaty of Paris. 


transferring its revenue and government to another, not only in- 
fringed the guarantee of the ftate, but committed an a&t of private 
injuftice, if not robbery, which ought to be, and perhaps 1s, punifh- 
able by the laws of their country |. That, by reftoring Tanjore to 
the Rajah, or, what in fact is the cafe, their feizing it for themfelves, 
they broke a folemn contract, concluded with the Nabob, under the 
faith of their own feal *. 

The merits of the cafe being ftated, 1t may not be improper, to 
contraft the charafters of the perfons, principally concerned. ‘The 
Nabob of Arcot poffeffes the acknowledged and lawful fove- 
reignty of the whole Carnatic, by the fundamental laws of the Mo- 
cul empire, and by the regular and legal phirmans of all the fuccef- 
five emperors, who have fwayed the fceptre of Delhi, for thirty years. 
Tulja-ji is defcended of an illegitimate branch of the family of a 
Maratta adventurer, who wrefted Tanjore, a part of the Carnatic, 
by treachery, from the hereditary Naig, who was himfelf a vaflal to 


© Vide sith article of the Treaty of Paris, 
Feb, 1b, 

4 P. 195 & paflim. 
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the Mogul. Mahommed Ali has adhered, without deviation, for 


more than thirty years, to the Englith intereft, and the Englith 
caufe. ‘The father of the Rajah, aud after him the prefent Rajah, 
were, during that period, uniformly treacherous, and often hoftile 
to their fuperior, and always faithlefs to his allies. The Nabob, 
befides his other expences in defending the Carnatic, againft the 
enemies of the Englifh, as well as his own, had paid, from the year 
1750 to the end of 1773, 17,984.916 pagodas, a fum exceeding 
SEVEN MILLIONS STERLING, into the Company’s cafh-. The 
Rajah, whofe territories lay in the heart of the Carnatic, inftead of 
furnifhing his proportion of the general expence of defence, affilted 
the enemies of the country, with money and provifions. The Na- 
bob deviated, on no occafion, from his engagements to the Com- 
pany. Tulja-ji broke their treaties, difregarded their guarantee, and 
infulted their principal fervants. ‘The Nabob is not lefs different in 
his private character, than in his public behaviour, from the new fa- 
vourite, whom the Court of Directors have preferred to an old friend. 
Mahommed Ali was not only dutiful to his father, but affectionate 
to brothers, who had rebelled againft his government; yet, whom 
he not only pardoned, but ftill maintains, together with their fami- 
lics, at an expence, fuitable to their dignity. ‘Tulja-ji was fufpected 
of having murdered his father; and he actually cut off, upon his 
The 
firft is virtuous in his private life, juft and dignified in his public 


acceffion, as has been already related, almoft all his relations. 


condu€t. The fecond is addicted to almoft every vice, that depraves 
and difgraces human nature; and his public tranfactions have been 
uniformly marked with treachery and folly. 

The chain of facts, with the arguments, which naturally arofe 
from thofe faéts, contained in the preceding pages, and founded 


+ ‘©The morey, which have paid into the ‘ The rest ts well known to others now in 
‘* Company’s cahh, fince the year 1750,amounts ‘* England.” Nabob to Sir Robert Harland, 
** to 17,984,916 pagodas (7,193,966 1. 8s.)— Jan, sth, 1774. 
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chiefly on the authority of the papers publifhed by the Directors, in 
their own defence, may be thought fuflicient to decide the judgment of 
the public. But the carrying forward aconcife narrative of tranfac- 
tions to the reftoration of Tanjore, may not be difagreeable to fome 
readers. Inthe year 1772, the mifinanagements of the Company 
abroad, but chiefly their pecuniary diftrefles at home, reached the 
ears of the nation, and rouzed, in fome degree, the attention of 
government. The matter, when fet afloat tn parliament, was tofled 
and tumbled, with all that vehemence and indecifion, which are the 
charactcriftics of numerous aflemblies. A fubject rude and without 
form, extenfive in itfelf, and rendered fill more intricate and per- 
plexed, by thofe who dreaded an enquiry, was not likely to receive 
much light or benefit, from the defultory examination of men averfe 
to application and labour. Committees were appointed to interrogate 
witnefles, and to examine records. Much time was loft, but little 
information gained A bill was, at length, introduced and paffed, 
which was fo much amended in its progrefs, that it fell fhort of its 
objet. A change made in the government of Bengal rendcred that 
opulent province lefs fubject than formerly to the controul of the 
Court of Directors. But the Icfs fortunate coaft of Coromandel was 
left as a field for the exercife of their talents, and the exertion of 
their authority. 

The principal difcovery made by the Committees, who examined 
the affairs of India, was, in all appearance, conveyed to them, by 
fome members of the Court of Directors, who were difpleafed, at 
the fhort duration of their own power. ‘They reprefented, that the 
mifmanagements abroad arofe chiefly, from that difregard to the or- 
ders fent from home, which had been naturally encouraged, by thofe 
fluctuations in men and opinions, which had fprung from a frequent 
choice of Directors. ‘Jo give permanency to the power of Directors, 
was the only way to fecure the obedience of Prefidencies. This fug- 
gcftion was feized with cagernefs, by men averfe to the labour of an 
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annual exertion of influence. Vainly imagining that gratitude was 
a ftronger paflion than fear, they hoped to gain by a favour, perfons 
whom that very favour placed beyond their controul. The perma- 
nency fo much recommended and requefted was accordingly given 
¢o the Court of Directors; but, inflead of producing amendinent, it 
ferved to confirm, and perpetuate the old fyftem, with all its errors 
and abfurdity. The Court became, at once, independent of Go- 
vernment and the Proprietors, The latter were, in fact, reduced to 
mere cyphers, though they were flill amufed, with the yearly mockery 
of voting for fix Directors; who had actually fecured their clection, 
by an agreement with the eighteen brethren, whom they had left 
behind the bar, the year before. Thus the Direétors themfelves, like 
the parliament of Paris, became their own electors; whilft an im- 
provident Government and an ill-ufed Proprietary were left fpecta- 
‘tors of meafures, which they could not prevent, and which were too 
troublefome to be reverfed. 

The Court feeling their own independence, began to think of the 
means of turning it to the beft advantage. The law, which had 
rendered them perpetual dictators, had unluckily deprived them of 
On the Coaft, fome 


A congueft had 


Bengal, their beft and moft defireable province. 
advantages and much refentment {till remained. 
been made of an opulent province, under the aufpices of a governor, 
who, having come by accident to the chair, had not, perhaps, of- 
fered the cuflomary Nazir, to his fujyeriors, Mahommed Ali, though 
perfecuted by fervants, had not yet felt the heavy hand of the mat- 
ters, to correct him, for his defection to the ftate. The ftate, with 
peculiar refpest to the Company, had delivered the victin into their 
hands; but the hurry arifing from a parliamentary enquiry, had hi- 
therto prevented the building of the altar, on which the facrifice was 
to be made. A new governor for Madras, to ofiiciate as high-prieft, 
at the intended ceremony, was flill to be found; and as the céaice 
pieces were to become his perquilites, there were many candidates for 


the office. 
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The intrigues of Leadenhall-Street are frequently too dark to be 
The Court of 
Directors having, by a fmall majority, nominated a governor for Fort 
St. George, in the beginning of 1775, their nomination was reverfed 
by the Proprietors, by a ftill {maller fuperiority of votes. The object 
of the Company’s choice was Lord Pigot, who, before he attained 


traced, and are feldom worth the labour of detection. 


the rank of an Irifh Baron, had managed the affairs of the Compa- 
ny, for fome years, as their Prefident, on the coaft of Coromandel. 
Such parts of the conduct of Mr. Pigot, in that ftation, as fuited the 
public eye, have been explained, with the ftricteft impartiality, in 
the preceding part of this work. Other things we have chofen to 
leave in the fhade, from a refpect due to the dead.  Befides, 
the misfortunes, which attended the latter part of Lord Pigot’s life, 
though they cannot juftify his meafures, claim an indulgence, againft 
the feverity of animadverfion. But an undeviating attention to fuch 
truths, as are abfolutely neceflary to explain our fubje@t, muft fuper- 
fede every other confideration. 


Mr. Pigot, having returned to Europe, foon after the conclu- 
fion of the laft peace, had fucceflively obtained the rank of a Ba- 
ronet and that of a peer of Ireland. Though poffeffed of thofe 
honours and an ample fortunc, Lord Pigot, after having paffed 
twelve years in England, growing fuddenly tired of the vapid plea- 
fures of an idle life, rcfolved to folicit the government of Madras, 
and to return to India. More motives, than a love of bufinefs, 
probably fuggefted this refolution to his Lordfhip. The treaty of 
1762, which had {ettled moncy-matters between the Nabob of Ar- 
cot and his vaflal the Rajah of Tanjore, had been, for various rea- 
fons, the favourite meafure of his former government. The vague 
reports, concerning the deprivation of the Rajah, had been con- 
firmed to lis Lordfhip, by a Jetter from Moodoo-Kiftna, a Dubafh, 
whofe fleady friendfhip had remained unimpaired, during an abfence of 
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many years. This faithful Dubath, having rented lands to a very Cc ae Pp. 
confiderable amount from Tulja-ji*, lamented the fall of that —-~— 


Rajah, with all the fincerity of a grateful tenant. In the warmth 


of his zeal, he probably reprefented to his noble friend, the cafe of 
“ that monarch” in a very different light, from that eftablithed, 


by incontrovertible evidence, in the preceding part of this work. 
To his reprefentations of the injuftice of the reduction of Tan- 


His zeal car- 
ries him to 


jore, Moodoo-Kiftna probably added thofe reports of the cruelties of the regions of 


the Nabob, which were induftrioufly circulated in the 
1775,in Leadenhall-Street. It was alleged that Tulja-ji was clofely 
confined in a dungeon at Tanjore; and, at the fame time, that 
he was in irons at Lritchinopoly. Though thefe two ftories could 
not poffibly be true, they were both believed, by fome tender-hearted 
perfons in the India-houfe ; if their own allegations deferve any 
credit. Some feeling clerks in office diflolved into tears, upon 
hearing the melancholy tale; and even a few Directors, at the 
weekly feaft in the London Tavern, were obferved to abftain from 
the delicacies of the Company’s table, when they heard the fad re- 
verfe of fallen MajEesTy. 
friendthip for Pretaupa, to the unfortunate Tulja-ji, refolved to pafs 
immediately to Afia, to fave the life of the devoted Rajah, from 
the dagger of Mahommed Ah. That-hardened prince, it had been 


found by experience, was capable of any injuftice. Though he had 


Lord Pigot himfelf, transferring all lus 


appointed Lord Pigot his agent in England, much of the falary 
annexed to the office remained unpaid. ‘The Nabob, it feems, had 
theltered himfelf under the trite maxim, “ that no reward ought 
“to be given, where no fervice is performed ;”? and had confe- 
guently been UNPARDONABLY negligent, in his remittances. 
Though a majority of the Court of Direétors had voted, for an- 
other Governor, they were not fo much attached to their former 
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choice, as to carry their refentinent to any fleady oppofition to the 
meafures propofed, by the noble Lord recommended, by their con- 
ftituents. The party, who had oppofed the nomination of Mr. 
Rumbold, acquired credit and confequently influence, by the deci- 
fion of the Proprietors, in favour of Lord Pigot. The event of the 
conteft brought to the latter all the advantages, derived from victo- 
ry. Anew light fell upon the Indta-houfe, whitch laid open at 
one view, to the Dire€tors, all their own negligences and the errors 
of their predeceffors. The obtaining or enjoying a government in 
India, without the fplendour of fome great revolution, was an ob- 
jet beneath the dignity of a noble perfon, who had already made a 
diftinguifhed figure, in the affairs of the Eaft. The example of 
another Lord, who had new-modelled the tenure of the Company in 
Bengal, was an inducement to emulation, though not an object of 
jealoufy. The diftrefs of Tulja-ji, aud the merits of his father, 
brought the fofter feelings of pity and gratitude to the aid of the 
more flurdy paffion of ambition. 


The Nabob of Arcot, though he had uniformly fulfilled his engage- 
ments to the Company, had, in his attention to friends in the Eaft, 
neglected thofe in the Weft. He had belides, been fuificiently hardy 
to have appealed to a Government, who had fuffered a fignal defeat, 
in the conte, which had given a new governor to Fort St. George. 
Thefe reafons, combining themfelves with the wifhes of a fuccefs- 
ful oppofition in the India-Honfe, left Lord Pigot and his party the 
arbiters of the fate of the Carnatic. Orders and inftructions were 
framed, Icfs confiftent with the former conduat of the Directors, than 
fuitable to their prefent views. “Thefe views were fo powerful, in 
their effect, that, in the purfuit of them, all regard to matter of fact, 
as well as to juftice, was overlooked. The orders of the Court of 
Direétors, for removing Mr. Wynch and appointing Lord Pigot, to- 

gether 
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eether with the commiffion to the latter, we may fafely afhirm, are 
not to be paralleled, in the records of any body of men velled with 
authority. Ignorance, which by itfelf only merits contempt, af- 
fumes, in thofe papers, a prefumptuous form, which might juflify 
indignation, were the authors worthy of a paffion of any dignity. 
In every fentence, nay in every line, the Directors not only contra- 
di& matter of faét, but fly in the face of their own records, with a 
rotal want of caution, which is Hable to detection, and confequently 
muft mect with difgrace, and ought to fuffer punifhment. The facts, 
which we have eftablifhed, by incontrovertible evidence, in the preccd- 
ing pages, are diametrically oppofite to all the allegations contained 
sn the o:ders of April the 12th 1775. If the Direétors will chufe to 
deny this truth, they muft own, that they’ have impofed sPURIOUs 
RECORDS on the world, in the volumes, which they have publifhed in 
their own defence. 

To purfue thefe orders, through all their mazes of abfurdity and 
ignorance, would be a laborious and undigniticd tafk. We fhall, 
however, examine briefly the moft material; though to aniwer ill- 
founded allegations, may give them a confequence, which they do 
not deferve. ‘¢ We have been uniform in our orders,” fay the Di- 
rectors of 1775, ‘ prohibiting our fervants from extending the ter- 
‘& stories of the Company and the Nabob *.” But the reduction of 
Tanjore was not extending the Nabob’s territorics. That country 
was already in the heart of his dominions, defended by his refourees 
and arms, fubjeét, under certain flipulations, to his government, 
Viable to fall as a forfeiture into his hands, upon the difobedience of 
its Rajah, and in every refpect a part of the Carnatic. The true 
meaning of former orders, againft enlarging territorics, was to cir- 
cumfcribe the extent of country to be defended, and to limit the ex- 


pence of defence. The reduction of Tanjore, inflead of increafing 
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the prefent expence, was providing againft a future wafte. It was 
the removing an internal enemy, and the obtaining refources againft 
forcign invaders. Befides, the treaty of 1762 was fuperior, in au- 
thority, to any orders from the Court of Directors, could even thefe 
orders be conftrued to extend to territories, within the limits and go- 
vernment of the Carnatic. ‘The Rajah had broke that treaty. The 
Company were bound to affift the Nabob. A war was begun, which 
terminated in a conqueft. That conqueft vefted an indefeafible right 
to the territory of Tanjore, in the Nabob; and the Company’s or- 
ders could not affect that right, without violating the law of nature 
and nations, the guarantee of their fovereign, and the tenure, by 
which they held their own fettlements on the coaft. 


“© We can by no means allow,” fay the Directors, ‘* that you were 
‘* warranted in recurring to arms, fo long as the king of Tanjore’s 
‘© vackeel declared himfelf ready and willing to fettle affairs *.”’ 
The Direftors allude to the expedition of 1771, of which they 
themfelves had approved in the moft ample and folemn manner +f. 
They aver, that the Rajah’s vackeel was ready and willing to fettle 
affairs. But it appears, from the papers which they have publifhed, 
in their own defence, ‘that the Nabob had opened his demand to 
“ the Tanjore vackeel. But that the vackeel declared, he had no 
*‘ powers to accommodate the matter}. How could the vackeel 
have powers, when his mafter meant nothing lefs, than a reafonable 
accommodation §? The Directors have fince owned in their defence, 
that Tulja-jt “ ufed delays, procraftinations and evafions, in order to 
“* wafte the time, till the fetting in of the rains and the rifing of the 
«© monfoon fhould deprive the Nabob and the Englith of the power 


* Rous’s Appendix, No. IX. p. 146, para- ment, efpecially for his fupportirg the rights 
graph 31. of the Nabob of Arcot. Auy. 177:. 

¢ Vide public thanks to Mr. Deu Pre for + Rous’s Appendix, No. AXIT. p. 726, 
every part of his conduct, during his govern~ § Ibid. p. 718. 72 . 


C¢ of 


THE EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 


* of the power of military compulfion, for the feafon.” What are 
we to think of the morality of men, who advance falfelioods for 
fas ? what of their knowledge, when they are ignorant of the 
very records, which they publifhed in their own defence *? 

The Directors affirm, in their orders for the reftoration of ‘Tan- 
jore to the Rajah, that it was, at the requeff of the Nabob and Pre- 
taupa Sing, that the Prefidency became guarantees to thc treaty of 
1762 +. But we have already fhewn, that the treaty was forced on 
the Nabob. That Mr. Pigot framed it without his confent. That 
he ferzed the Nabob’s chop, and put it, with his own hand, to the 
paper {; and that even Pretaupa Sing would have been glad to fore- 
go the benefit of that treaty, could he have retained the money, ex- 
pended in the courfe of the negociation §. The reduction of Tan- 
jore, fay the intelligent Directors, was ‘‘a direct violation of the 
“ treaty of 1762, and contrary to our repeated inftructions |j.” 
The firft is an extraordinary pofition in politics, and worthy of the 
wifdom of a body, who difpofe of kingdoms, with the dafh of a 
pen. Why are treaties formed, but to be equally binding on the 
parties ? Had not the Rajah broken that treaty, and forced the gua- 
rantees to take up arms againft him? Did not a regular and folemn 
war commence, which ended tn another treaty, in which the former 
was not fo much as mentioned ? Does not war, according to the law 
of nations and the univerfal confent of mankind, extinguifh all 
prior treaties — ? Can any treaties, eftablifhed before a rupture, re- 
cover their former force, without being named, in the agrecment, 
between the contending parties, which terminates the rupture! 
Would the Directors hold it forth, as a maxim, that an agreement 


* The noted orders of April 12th 1776; T Pere. 


feem to confound together men and things, § P. 128, 
feafons and years, treaties and agreements, in | Rous’s Appendix, No. [X. p. 153. 
one confufed mals. q Ibid. No. XXII. p. 725. 


+ Rous’s Appendix, No. JA. p. 153. 
L | between 


a0/ 


C H ASP. 
Mile: 
Ee ieee nd 


They are 
convicted of 
mifreprefents 
ing ocher 
facts. 


True tate of 
the matter. 


They are a- 
gain convict- 
ds 


Facts, argue 
ments and 
rcafons. 


259 


CHAP. 
Vint, 


Direétors 
contradiét 
themfelves. 


Their mock 
refloration of 
the Rajah. 


They feize 
his revenues, 


Repair his 
forts at Ars 
expence, yct 
feize them 
for themfelves. 


They ftrip 
their monarch 
of all his pre- 


ropative. 


Limit his 
guards. 


HISTORY AND MANAGEMENT OF 


between a fuperior and his vaflal is binding on the former, and not 
on the latter? If neither Pretaupa Sing nor his fon were bound, by 
the treaty of 1762, or amenable to animadverfion, for a breach of 
it, why was the treaty fent to Tanjore, to be confirmed by the figna- 
ture and oath of the Rajah? And if the Rajah was not accountable 
for deviating from the treaty, what meaning do the Directors annex 
to the Company's guarantec, who folemnly promifed to affift the party, 
who fhould adhere to the treaty, againft the party failing to adhere * ? 

‘© We have determined,” fay the Directors, “ to replace the king 
“ of Tanjore on the throne of his anceflors, upon certain terms and 
“‘ conditions, for the mutual benefit of himfelf and the Company, 
‘¢ without infringing the nghts of Mahmud Ally Khan, Nabob of the 
“ Carnatic.” This felf-contradiGting paragraph muft be feparated, 
to be expofed. But how have the Directors reftored their mock- 
monarch to his throne? They infift, that he fhal] admit a garrifon of 
their troops, into his capital ft. That he fhall affign revenues to the 
Company fufhcient for the maintenance of the faid troops, and fer 
providing military ftores§. That, “if the expence of the garrifon 
*¢ fhall exceed the amountof the revenues fo afligned, then the king 
‘* of Tanjore fhall make good the deficiency ||.’ That all repaire of 
fortifications fhall be conducted, by the Company’s engineer, at the 
king’s expence. ‘That no treaty with foreign powers fhall be con- 
cluded by the keg, without the concurrence of the Company . 
That the number of native guards, neceflary for fupporting the 
picnity of bis Majrsry’s government, fhall be fixed by the Go- 
vernor and Council of Fort St. George, and not exceeded .nor aug- 
mented, by the Ag, on any account or pretence whatever**. Such 
is the manner, in which the Eaft India Company reftore a king “ to 


* Vide Treaty Sept. 20th, 1762: | Ibid. 

+ Orders; Har, GcemomlA. p: Tou, @F lbids p. riggs 
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** the throne of his anceftors!’ They place a military force in his 
capital, make an indefinite demand on hits revenues, preclude him 
from the prerogative of every SOVEREIGN, to make any treaty, and 
limit the number of guards for his perfon: yet thefe very men de- 
clare, in the fame page {, “* that no diminution of his authority is 
intended by them!” The divifion of Poland, which lately aftonithed 
Europe, was not half fo barefaced a perverfion of the eftablifhed 
laws of nature and nations, as the pretended reftoration, made by a 
trading fociety, under the eye of a ftate of which they are fubjeéts. 

The Directors, in the paragraph juft cited, fay, “* That they had 
*¢ determined to replace the King of Tanjore on the throne of his 
** anceftors, without infringing the rights of Mahmud Ally Khan, 
«« Nabob of the Carnatic.’’ How often muift we repeat facts, to 
convict fuch men of ignorance, or wilful deception! It has been 
proved, by the moft inconteftible evidence, that neither the Rajah, 
nor his anceftors, poflefled the title, mghts, or independence of roy- 
alty. That the firft of the race was a MARATTA PLUNDERER, 
who feized Tanjore, by perfidy, about eighty years ago, and ex- 
pelled the hereditary Naig. That Tanjore, before it was feized by 
that Maratta, was fubje&t tothe Mogul empire. That the Nabob of 
the Carnatic, in vindication of the right of his Sovereign to Tan- 
jore, reduced the fon of the Maratta to a total dependence on the 
Nabobfhip of Arcot. That the tribute of Tanjore was fettled at the 
annual fum of thirty lacks of rupees; and that the Naig of that 
country was fo far from arrogating to himfelf the appellation of 
King, that he, for the firft time, received the ttle of Rajah, from 
his SoveREIGN, the Mogul *. 

“ Without infringing the rights of Mahmud Ally! +” 
cular order is worthy of the enlightened Divan of Leadenhall-ftreet. 
It reminds us of the anfwer ofa late great ftatefman, who, when 


60, 61, 62. 
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° ie P. confulted by his Sovereign, on a perilous occafion, recommended 
——~— “ vigorous meafures with MODERATION.” There is a degree of 
UI - ridicule in making any ferious reply to nonfenfe ; but an adherence 
ie (© to that maxim, would Ieave the Court of Eaft India Dire€tors un- 
They arecon- anfwered in all their late literary compofitions. Were not the rights 
ee the of Mahommed Ali infringed, by depriving him of a country, which 
ae fell under his government, by a regular conqueft, ina folemn, juit 

and neceflary war? Was not Tanjore a province of the Mogul em- 

pire, depending and paying tribute to the Nabob of the Carnatic; 

long before the Company extended their views beyond the fands of 
time ee Madras? Was not the Rajah often punifhed, and fometimes deprived, 
infringe- when he failed in the performance of his duty, as a vaflal to the 
ae Nabob of the Carnatic? Did not the Company themfelves, in the 
a treaty of 1762, acknowledge, in the moft folemn manner, the an- 

cient dependence of Tanjore on the Carnatic, whilft they fettled the 


amount of the future tribute? Did that treaty comprehend any thing 
relative to Tanjore, except the mere adjuftment of accounts and the 
fettlement of the peifhcufh, to be annually paid by the Rajah? Did 
it preclude, or even mention, the acknowledged and undoubted con- 
flitutional rights of the Carnatic, to the Rajah’s afliftance, in time of 
war ? Did the Rajah give that affiftance? On the contrary, did he not 
aid the enemy of the Carnatic and Englifh with money and provi- 
fons? Was not a former Court of Dircctors fo fenfible of the Ra- 
jah’s having broken every tie, which bound him to his fuperior, 
that they fent pofitive orders, the 17th of March, 1769, to bring 
him to a fevere account for his conduét; and to affift the Nabob 
avainfl him, in a manner fuitable to the juftice of his claims, and the 
dignity of his government ? 
Reeapuula- Did the Rajah of Tanjore adhere to the treaty of 1762, of which 
eee ke the Company were the pledged guarantees? Did he not, for two 
eo years, prior to the expedition of 1771, with-hold the fiipulated 
2 tribute ? 
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tribute? Did he not kindle a war, in the heart of the Carnatic, by 
invading its vaflals and dependents? Did he pay any attention to the 
friendly interference of the Prelidency, to prevent a rupture be- 
tween him and the Nabob? On the contrary, did he not difregard 
the guarantee of the Company; and force their fervants, from felf- 
prefervation, as well as in fupport of the rights of the Nabob, to 
take the field? Did he not make treaties with foreign powers, fend 
bribes to foreign ftates, to invade the territories of his fuperior, after 
a folemn treaty had been fettled between him and the Nabob? Did 
he not form connections with other European Companies, alicnate 
to them a part of his country, and receive their aid, to fupport him 
againft his fuperior, and the Englifh Company ? Was not a fecond 
xpedition undertaken againft his capital, in which the Company’s 
troops were declared, by the Prefidency, to be only auxiliaries ? Did 
not the Prefidency of Fort St. George, under the feal of the Com- 
pany, enter into an eventual agreement, that Tanjore fhould re- 
main in the hands of the Nabob, in cafe of conqueft? Did not that 
conqueft take place, and give the Nabob, as PRINCIPAL tn the war, 


a decifive and inconteftible title to Tanjore ? 


Did not the Nabob fulfil atx his fipulations, relative to Tanjore, . 


with the Pretidency ? Did he not defray the whole expences of the 
expedition, pay the captors for their right to the plunder of the 
place, advance feven lacks of pagodas, as a prefent to the army? 
Did he not, upon the reduction of Tanjore, pay all the Rajah’s 
debts to the Englith and others? Did he not redeem thofe diftricts 
of the province of Tanjore, which the Rajah had alienated, fold or 
mortgaged to the Dutch at Nagore, to the Danes near Tranquebar, 
and to the French, round their fettlement at Carical ? Did he not 
enter into regular treaties with thofe three nations, under the fanc- 
tion of the Plenipotentiary of the King of Great Britain, and the 
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Nabob obliged to borrow money, to difcharge all thofe engagements, 


-from the inhabitants of Madras, and the country bankers, or fou- 


cars? Was not the country of Tanjore the Nabob’s right, by a kind 
of purchafe, as well as by forfeiture and conqueft? Have not the 
Company, though only auxiliaries, or rather mercenaries in the war, 
deprived the PRINCIPAL in that war of his conqueft, in breach of 
every law, which binds public focieties? And do a fet of Directors 
prefume to affirm, in the face of the world, that they have reftored 
Tanjore, “ without infringing the R1GHTs of Mahommed Ali?” 
The manner in which this flagrant injuftice was committed, was 
{carcely lefs barefaced, than the prefumption of defending fuch a 
a breach of the faith of treaties, before an infulted Public. We have 
already fhewn, that the Court of Directors, after having the moft 
full and regular information of the motives, which induced the Pre- 
fidency to affift the Nabob againft the Rajah in 1771, approved of 
that meafure, in the moft ample manner *. ‘That the fame Court 
had received, on the 26th of March, 1774-f, three weeks before 
the latter fhips of the feafon failed, intelligence of the taking of 
Tanjore, with the whole materials relative to the expedition; but 
that they remained totally filent. That, in the courfe of the fummer 
1774, they received feveral difpatches relative to the fame fubjeét, 
and the fubfequent meafures, which arofe from the fame tranfadtion.: 
That during the winter of 1774, and for more than two months of 
1775, they obferved the fame myfterious filence, which feemed to 
imply a thorough approbation, at leaft a tacit confent. The truth is, 
the refolution rclative to the reftoration of Tanjore, originated in the 
appointment of Lord Pigot tothe government of Madras. Though the 
rcfloration was the principal motive, which induced his Lordfhip to 
brave the dangers of a long voyage, and the difeafes of a hot cli- 


* Mr, Du Pre’s Vindication, laft page. 1364. 1366. 
{ Rous’s Appendix, No. XXVII. p. 1361. 


mate, 


TH EAS T-INDIAeCOM PANY. 


mate, at an advanced period of life, the meafure was fo sTRONG, 
that he proceeded with extreine caution. Having opencd his mind 
to the Chairman and Deputy-chairman, men of diflinguifhed PuBiic 
VirRTUE, he awakened the feclings of humanity, for decayed 
Mayjrsty, in their fympathetic bofoms. But, notwithftanding this 
thaw in the breafts of the two leaders, it was ftill feared, that fome 
more hardened Directors, would revolt at an abfolute reftoration. 
It was, therefore, only propofed, at firft, to intercede with the Na- 
bob, for the aflignment of a proper allowance, for the maintenance 


of the Rajah, and a guard for the fecurity of his perfon. 


Had his Lordfhip, and his two tender-hearted profelytes, flopped here, 
who would not approve, who would not applaud the meafure ? The 
Nabob has always been, he ftill continues, walling to grant a Jaghire, a 
place of refidence to the Rajah, an allowance for a guard to proteé& his 
perfon, or to gratify his vanity. When the country wasin the pofleflion 
of his fuperior, Tulja-ji was not only treated with humanity, but with an 
almoft unbounded gencrofity, which was dented nothing but the power 
of doing harm. He remained within his palace, which was furround- 
ed with gardens of pleafure, more than a mile in circumference, with 
his family, women, relations, and friends. Nota perfon belonging 
to the Nabob ever entered the gates, not one belonging to the Rajah 
was ever refufed admittance. The foldiers, who mounted guard 
without, were inftrudted to behave themfelves as his fervants ; with- 
in there was a perpetual {cene of feflivity and joy, dancing, piping, 
and every demonftration of happinefs. No fums were refufed to ad- 
minifter to the pleafures of the Rajah, none to fatisfy his moft ex- 
travagant follies. Freed from the weight of a government, which 
had been too heavy for the weak fhoulders of a man devoted to vice 
and debauchery, he refigned himfelf to thofe intemperate pleafures, 


which had been difturbed before by his ungovernable ambition and 
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C iag?. 


wii unbridled folly *. “ Tis flate and dignity are inviolably preferved,” 


fays the Nabob to Sir Robert Harland +, “‘ he is, in his own palace» 
“ among his women and his family; he drinks and wears what lie 
‘© nleafes; his donations to Fackeers are furnifhed, as ufual: he 
“© feems fenfible of his happinefs; and both the Rajah and his mo- 


en ane nd 
His flate and 
dignity pre- 
ferved. 

He lives with 
his family. 
He is fenfible 
of his happi- 
ne{s. 


‘© ther have written to me very thankfui letters on the fubjeét f.” 


* All thefe particulars are well known, and, 

If neceflary, will be attelled, by feveral Englith 

gentlemen, who refided at the time in Tanjare. 
+ Letter, January t5, %774. 

t Ibid, 
Extra& of a Letter from the Nabob to Sir Ro- 
Lert Harlaid, Jan. 15, 1774+ 
‘© Ever fince that time (the capture of Tan- 

‘* jore), Lhave treated the Rajah and his fa- 

‘€ mily, with every mark of refpeét and at- 

tention, IJis ftate and dignity have becn 

inviolably preferved. He lives in his own 
palace, amongit his women, and in the 

mid{t of his family. He drinks and wears 

what he pleafes; even his donations to Fac: 

keers are furnifhed as ufual, He feems fen- 

*¢ fible of his happinefs ; and both the Rajah 

“and his mother have written to me, very 

thankful arzdafhts on the fubjeét. In fhort, 

he finds no alteration in his prefent fituation, 

** from whatit ufed to be.” 

Trarflation of an Arzdafet from the Mother of 
the Rajah of Tanjore, received ith Rajibb 
1187 Hegira, or 7th Ofeber 1773. 
Although your Highnefs has, from the be- 

cinning, fhewed kindnefs to the Rajah; yet, 

without the leaft forethought, he has given ear 
to the advice of fome fervants, and has failed to 
act conformably to your Highnefs’s pleafure, 
ard fo has become guilty of a great fault ; hence 
his affairs were thrown into confufion, and he 
now labours under bad confequences, At 
length your Highnefs fhewed favour to us by 
fending a letter to Madaur ul Mu’k Buhaudre, 
who explained the whole contents to us, word 
by word, wherein you were pleafed to fiynify 
your kindnefs and repard in granting protection 
tous. | want words to exprefs the fenle of 


¢ 


~~ 


~ 


< 


a6 


€ 


wo 


nw 


t 


4 


*~ 
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But 


my gratitude. Be p’eafed to continue to us 
that fiiendfhip you was fo good to fhew us for- 
merly. We fhall rely heneeforth on your 
Ilignnefs for fupport. I confign my fan to 
your Highnefs; my honour is in your High- 
nefs’s hands; grant us your protection. 


Tranflation of an Arzdafht faom Tclagazee, re- 
ceived 19th Rajibb 1167 Hegira, or 7th Oc- 
tober 1773. 

Your Highnefs has, from the beginning 
fhewed kindnefs towards me, and on my part, 
as a means to increafe your favour, I was hear- 
tily difpofed to act agreeably to your pleafure, 
but fomeof my fervants, by many fpccious rea- 
fons to which | gave ear, prevailed upon me to 
aét in a different manner, and fo became guilty 
of a great fault, the confeguences of which I 
now feel. Your Highnefs, in confideration of 
the friendfhip which fubfifted between you and 
the deceafed Maha Rajah, has been pleafed to 
pardon my fault, and to fend a Jetter to Nabob 
Madaur ul Mulk Bahauder, the contents of 
which he explained to me word by word, in 
which letter you have been pleafed to fignify 
very particularly your intention to protcét me at 
allevents, which did me great honour. It is 
now my refolution co a&t in every refpeét con- 
formably to ycur Highnefs’s pleafure, that J 
may merit an inereafe of your favour from you 
day by day; your Highnefs is more dear to ne 
in my eftem than the deeeafed Maha Rajah 
was, for your [ighnefs has manifefted a creater 
dcgree of kindnefs than he ever did. When 
children are in fault, their parents fhould for- 
give them, and reftore them to favour; my ho- 
nour, and every thing that is dear to me are in 
your IJighnefs’s hands, 


Tranflation 


Payee ASteINDTA COMPANY. 


But no eftablifhment, no jaghire, no guards could enable Tulja-ji 
to gratify the humanity of old friends, or to gain the favour of 
new. Befides the paltry fum of 400,000]. promifed as a prefent by 
the Nabob, was too {mall an acknowledgment to the Honourable 
Company, whofe troops had ferved him as auxiliaries in the reduc- 
tion of Tanjore. The Prefidency, with a negligence not to be par- 
doned, had relinquifhed the conqueft to the PRINCIPAL 1n the war. 
The troops had received prize-money to a large amount, the civil 
fervants had not probably been waconcerned {petators of the fcene . 
but their worthy mafters at home, had been entirely forgot. The 
fecurity, which the removal of an opulent enemy from the heart of 
the Carnatic, was likely to procure for that country, would render 
the coAST an unprofitable field, for the exertion of the talents of 
the friends and relations of the Directors. Trade had been long 
dead ; and fhould emulation and war between princes, be alfo de- 
ftroyed, writers and even governors might quit their pofts. The 
Carnatic was the only fpot left by the legiflature to the management 
of the leaders of the Company; and as the foil is poor, it muft 
be cultivated, to yield any thing of a good harveft. An irritated 


Tranflation of a Letter from Mahommed Nagif 
Cain, dated iff Fummaudalouwell 1189 
Hegira, received on the 4th, 

I have received the favour of your Highnefs’s 
gracious letter dated the 29th Rahbafauney, 
wherein your Highnefs is pleafed to mention, 
that your enemies report that the Rajah Tul- 
jJagee and his wife killed themfelves ; and that 
I fhould particularly inform your Highnefs of 
the prefent fituation of the Rajah, and all his 
family. 

I am aftonifhed at what your Itighnefs men- 
tions. This ftory was made by people who 
wanted fomething to talk about, and difturbers 
invent lics; no fuch thing has happened in the 
Rajah’s family {ince the reduction of Tanjore, 
to give rife to any fuch report as difturbers have 
propagated: however, by the blefling of God 
and your Highnefs’s favour, the Rajah, his 


mother, his father’s other widow, his own two 
wives, his younger brother, his daughter and 
his fon, were all in good health and fpirits, be- 
fides his relations, flaves both men and women, 
and his attendants, who are io houfe, are all 
very well, Of all the peoile who have been 
from the beginning in the Rajah’s houfe, theie 
has but one died, who was a relation, and 
above eighty years old; he was carried off four 
or five months ago, by a tedious ficknefs. iris 
I informed your Highnefs of at the time it hap- 
pened; allthe other people are in good heaith 
and {pirits, and Tuljagce often exprefles his 
thanks to your Highnefs, ard his fatisfaction in 
his manner of living. The Circar people who are 
at his gates, act entirely as his fervants, except 
in taking care of the gates according to my 
order, 
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, and a reftored monarch, had achance of créating an auctton 


w— .—-4 for favour, which might be turned to a-good account. Befides, it was 
but equitable, at any rate, thatas the State had got a Nabod on the 
Coaft, the Company fhould have a Amg to keep up “ the balaticé 


of power *.” 


* It has been obferved in a Jate publication, 
that if interefled views had influenced the late 
proceedings relative to Tanjore, the cbvious 
arrangement would have been to fupport the 
Nabob, who had made large offers, public 
as well as private, and not the Rajah who was 
a mere prifoner ftript of every refource, and 
confequently could have no favours to confer. 

A free examination of meafures, and not a 
cifte€tton of party-mifreprefentations, has been 
the objeé& of our difcufion. There might be 
an indelicacy, perhaps, in any illufions to a 
corrupt influence, when it points to indivtduals. 
But when a public body, fuch as the India 
Company, atts with fo much feeming incon- 
fiflency and injuftice, as to leave no explana- 
tion of their conduét but upon grounds of un- 
fair influence, the charge may be brought with 
more freedom, as being attended with pre- 
fumptions to eftablifh itfelf. The mifcon- 
dud of individuals may fometimes be excufed, 
as proceeding more from crror than defign, 
Bat the fame indulgence cannot be allowed to 
large focieties of men; whofe meafures, from 
the greater variety of opinions upon which 
they are formed, muft be confidered as the re- 
fult of a more poifed and deliberate refolu- 
tion. 

‘To determine more clearly on the merits 
of the Court of Directors in this bufinefs, it is 
neceflary to flate a few facts, relative to the re- 
ipective fituations of the Nabab and the Rajah 
at the time of transferring Tanjore to the 
latter. 

ift, The Nabob has declared, and the de- 
clarazion 1s known to be true, that, upon the 
reduction of anjore, he paid all the Rajah’s 
debts to the Englifh and others; and that he 
redeemed thofe diftri€ts of country, which the 


‘ 


Thefe 


Rajah had fold or mortgaged to the Dutch. 
He, in the fame manner, fetded with the 
Danes about their poffeffions at ‘Tranquebar, as 
likewile with the French about their fertle- 
ments of Carical. Thefe are facts which can- 
nat be controverted ; and regular treaties, un- 
der the fan&tion of the Compaty, and that of 


‘the Plenipotentiary of Great Britain, were con- 


cluded between the Nabob and thofe foreign 
powers, on the fubject of their refpeQive pof- 
feffions in the Tanjore country. 


2dly, But the difburfements of the Nabob, 
at that period, were notconfined to thofe pur- 
pofes alone. Befides the payment of the Ra- 
jah’s debts, and the redemption of the diftriéts 
which had beén mortgaged, what was given as 
prize-money to the army, as well as the whole 
expence of a long campaign, muft be taken 
into the account. Ali thefe together amounted 
to an immenfe fum ; and the money was bor- 
rowed, by the Nabob, from the inhabitants of 
Madras, and the country bankers cr Soucars, az 
a very high rate of intereft. 

The advocates of the Rajah have afferted, 
that thele loans were only a political manccuvre 
of the Nabob to get the propesty of the coun- 
try into his own hands, 


It is generally more eafy to difprove the af- 
fertions of party than to conquer their ob- 
ftinacy ; for the fame bold pofition continues 
often to be advanced, when there is not evena 
colour of probability to fupportit. In the pre- 
fent inflance, this 1s evidently the cafe. IF his 
adverfaries {peak truth, it was certainly a very 
extraordinary kind of policy in the Nabob, to 
borrow millions of Pagodas at an exorbitant in- 
tereft, if there was no occafion for the loan. 
It was not certainly by a policy like this, thae 
he could have amaffed the hidden flores, which 


he 
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Thefe public-fpirited motives, joined to that humane fympathy 
for fallen Majesty, which fuch good fudjeéis, as the Directors 


he has been faid to poflefs. But fo far were 
the Nabob’s finances from being in the flourifh- 
ing Rate reprefented by his enemies, that, long 
before the Tanjore orders arrived, and even 
before they were thought of in Leadenhall- 
fireet, he was obliged, for want of money, to 
fubniit to the daily clamours cnd infults of his 
Madras creditors; and the whole power of the 
Prefidency was denounced againit him, unlefs 
he aflgned his country to difcharge their de- 
mands. 

}t has been faid, and perhaps not without 
fome foundatior, that the Nabob himfelf once 
told a certain India Governor, who was fpeak- 
ing of his fecret wealth, that there was but one 
way of convircing the Englith of that matter, 
and that he was ready, if the Company and their 
fervants a'troved of it, to give the Englifh 
Parliament that conviclion, which was to lay 
before them his receipts and particular dif- 
burfements fince his acceffion to the Nakob- 
fhip. The officious Governor feemed flartled 
at fo unexpeéted a reply; and, for chuieus 
reafons, no doubr, he was never heard to fay 
any more vpon that fubject. 

But to return to the public point in this af- 
fair, It is certain, when the orders for 
the reiloration of ‘Tarjore arrived, that the 
revenues of the country, torether with thofe 
of the Carnatic, were cfigred, by orders 
and morteage, to the Nabob’s different cre- 
diuors, and to the Soucirs of the country. 
This is rhe common which the 
princess of India anticipate their revenues. 
Thev borrow monty, through the Sonears, up- 
on iilignments of the Government fhare of the 
crop ard prodnce of the ground for the enfuing 


manner in 


yeor; and it is well known, how effi étual is 
tbe validity of a Soucur fecurity to the poflef- 
furs of the lunds. Even a conqueror * never 
attempts to iwvad2 or anra' st; as that woud 
be deftiuyiny the very aediuer by which his 


© See Orve tpon Soucars, 


have 


conquelt was to become ufeful to himfelf after- 
wards. 

We are forry to obferve, however, that the 
very reverie of that conduct, which would have 
been obferved by a conqueror, has taken place 
in the affair of Tanjore. The confequence has 
been, that the Nakob, who was reduced be- 
fore to the ntmolt flate of diftrefs by his cre- 
citors, was not only deprived of the belt part 
of his dominions, but his credit, in raifing mo- 
ney upon the part that was Ieft, was utteily 
dellroyed. For who would lend him upon 
any aflignments npon countries that might be 
wrefted from him, in the fame manner as Tan- 
jore had been? On the contrary, the nume- 
rous merchants and Soucars, who attended at 
the reftoration 6f ‘Tanjore, faw that the only 
real fecurity in the country was that of the 
Rajah, who had many advantages on his fide. 
He, at that tine, had not a fhilling of debt ; 
and, without being burdened with any of the 
expences of royalty, he was inflantly put in 
polieffion of 8c0,020 1, a-year, out of which he 
only paid the Company 160,cool. for their 
military charges. Gefide all this income, the 
particular firuation of his country, which {e- 
cured it aguinit the incurfions of an enemy, en- 
abled the Rajah to anticipate his revenues for 
not ouly the enfuing year, bat for years there- 
afer. 

Thus, on the one hand, do we fce the o!d 
and faithful ally of the Company, with whom 
their profperity began, and who, ior his fervices, 
was guaranteed by the treaty of Paris, ruined 
and deferted by thofe who ought to have fup- 
ported him, and left without money, credit, or 
refource ; and that teo at atime when he wes 
loaded with a heavy debt of near + four millions 
fterling 10 Englith fubjects alone. But this is 
not al’, Infalt has been added to misfortune ; 
and, by an utcommon wantoniels of powcr, 
tne Compary have forther charged thatn jured 


fF tabob’s Tanjore debis, Jately confolidated, are near three millions, as appears ty the Company’s recerds, 
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have always felt, wrought gradually a change in the moft obdurate 


Members of the Court. 


The orders, which we have partly exa- 


mined, were penned by a ready fcribe, a clerk in the India-Houfe, 


under the infpection of Lord Pigot. 


Prince with the pay and maintenance of thofe 
very troops whoni they had employed in de- 
priving him of his dominions. Oppreffed and 
borne down by fo many calamities, his Durbar 
became a feene of mifery and diftrefs. Flis 
army, having large arrears due to them, muti- 
nied and furrounded his palace. His own life 
and the lives of his family were in danger. 
And nothing was to be heard, in every quarter, 
but the threats of a tumultuous foldiery, 
mingled with the clamours of creditors whom 
he could not fatisfy, and the cries of fubjects 
whom he could not relieve. 

On the other hand, we fce the Rajah, a man, 
who, fo far from having ever rendered any fer- 
vice to this country, has always proved its moft 
determined and inveterate enemy ; a man, who 
has long enjoyed, in the interior parts of the 
Carnatic, a perfect fecurity derived from thofe 
wars which have ruined his fuperior, and in 
which much of the blood of Britain has been 
fhed; a man, who never had an Englifh gar- 
rifon in any of his forts, who paid not a fhil- 
ling towards our expences, and in whofe gcod 
or bad fortune England has not an intereft; 
and yet this very man, this Rajah, has been 
cherifhed by the Company’s favour, exalted by 
their power, and now triumphs in the {poils of 
his lawful mafter and fuperior. 

Such are the outlines of the meafures which 
the Company have adopted, and of the confe- 
quences which have enfved ; and fach is a faint 
fetch of the merits and pretenfions of two men 
whom they have thought proper to treat in fo 
very different a manner. Can we behold fuch a 
firiking contratt of charadlers and fortunes, with- 
out equal wonder and refentment? Can we think 
on the authors of fo much undeferved ijuitice 
on the one hand, and ill.placed favour on the 
other, without an equal mixture of indignation 
and contempt? Or can we poffibly give any 


But notwithftanding the 


but one reafon for a conduct fo diametrically 
oppofite to every principle of policy and vir- 
tue? 

But the evil will cure itfelf. The Nabab’s 
creditors for fo immenfe a fum, feel their own 
diftrefs, and know who are its authors. The 
effe&ts of their diftrefs extend, with their con- 
nexions, to almoft every corner of Great Bri- 
tain, They are entitled to redrefs ; and it is the 
opinion of the beft lawyers, that they can force 
it from the contrivers and managers of the or- 
ders for reftoring ‘Tanjore. 

From a moment's furvey of the genuine flate 
of faéts we have here given, it will be eafy to 
determine, on whofe fide remained the power 
of procuring an unjuft influence in the Eaft, 
that of the Nabob or the Rajah. But, if future 
proofs are wanted, they may be found, perhaps, 
in the zeal and amazing exertions which the 
Rajah’s virtues have been able to create for 
him, in referve, in this country: while the 
caufe of the Nabob, who has made the fortunes 
of thoufands, both in his fervice and by his 
generofity, has hardly an advocate to ftand up 
in his defence. 

We will not, however, anticipate this fub- 
ject; but hope that juftice will be effectu Jly 
rendered to the Nabob, that his creditors may 
be fecured ; and even thar the Rajah himfelf, in- 
ftead of his prefent mock royalty, may be placed: 
on fuch an ellablifhment of fecurity, as may be 
mott fuired to his real happtnefs, Ina ward, 
we with te may find the deputies of the India 
Company, in whofe hands he now is, as faith ful 
guardians of his life and honour, as he found 
that very Nabob, againf{ whom he has been 
made to complain, but who, during his power 
over him, contrary to the cuftom of the Eaft, 
faved not only his life, but left him undiflurbed 
in his palace, with the molt ampie allowances 
for his fuppert. 


ftrength 


THE EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 


ftrength of the argument, the acutenefs of the reafoning and the 
eloquence of the diction, they lay a fortnight on the table, before a 
legal number of fignatures could be obtained. The fate of a kingdom 
hung, at laft, on the point of a moment. Lord Pigot threatened 
to refign, Mr. Harrifon was juft retiring to Bath on account of his 
health, Mr. Wheeler himfelf became indifferent about the promifed 
feat in the Supreme Council at Bengal. The infe@ious forrow 
fpread itfelf to the very clerks in office. Mr. Wilks ceafed to pore 
upon difpatches and records; and one folitary tear was obferved to 
wander upon the cheek of Mr. Holt. To brighten up the face of 
the India~Houfe fome of the oppofing DireCtors thought it expedient 
to relent. The orders were accordingly figned on the 12th of 
April 1775, on the very day of the annual election, when the 
Court of Proprietors were met to chufe new Directors, and had 


confequently fufpended the authority of the old. 


Such is the hiftory of the reftoration of Tanjore, which is de- 
livered with all due deference to the public, by whofe judgment we 
fhall abide. ‘To thofe who may chufe to examine the fubje& with 
attention, it will appear extraordinary, that, amidft all the ufurpa- 
tions of the arms of the Company, the only conqueft made by the 
orders of the Court of Direétors, is that which they have chofen to 
Not fatisfied with 
a common act of reparation, that onourable body have refined, 
In all the hiftory 
of their ravaging wars in India, they could produce but one inftance 


fele&t as an exhibition of their retributive juftice. 
upon what they denominate * public honour.” 


in which their SovEREIGN, both by his plenipotentiary and _per- 
fonal approbation, had given a fanction to their hoftilities. That 
. was the a&@ which ¢4ey thought the moft worthy of being ftigina- 
tized. The ufual progrefs of the Company, in their military tranf- 
ations, had been to begin as allies, to grow into Duans, to con- 
clude as ufurpers. In the bufinefs of Tanjore their condu&t has 

by 


been 


259 


CH AP. 
VIMe 
eee a 


Lord Pigoe 
threatens to 
refign, and 
Mr. Harrifon 
to po to Bathe 


Mr. Holt is. 
in tears. 


Some Direc- 
tors again re- 
lent. 


Concluding 
obfervations. 


Signal virtua 
of the Direc- 
tors. 


Ufual pro- 
gre(s of the 
Company's: 
Warse 


C Hea. 
VIL. 


Cn y eed 


Thetr public 
wirtue had va- 
rious Oppor.- 
tunities to 

be exercifed, 


Their real 


Motlt».e:. 


HISTORY AND MANAGEMENT OF 


been more myfterious, and of courfe lefs fuitable to their common 
principles. They began as guarantces, remonftrated as advifers, 
aided as allies, fought and conquered as auxiliaries. In the courfe 
of a few years they affeed to relent; and with peculiar feeling, 
knowledge, and propriety, reftored, as PRINCIPALS, what they 
and their fervants had been paid for reducing as MERCENARIES. 

Where was the blacks chronicle of Indian devaftations when the 
Honourable Court began to relent? Had they, t the hour of 
affeated fympathy, thrown their eyes on the melancholy hiftory of 
the Company’s ambition, they might find many acts more worthy 
of being redreffed than the reduction of Tanjore; a&ts committed by 
their fervants, not executed by their OWN ORDERS. From the 
banks of the Nirbidda, where the unfortunate Nabob of Broach 
commenced his alliance and ruin under their aufpices: from the 
Crifina to the mouths of the Ganges, a field fruitful in the sILENT 
change and deftru€tion of Rajahs; from the mouths of the Ganges 
to its fource, a tra€t marked with the blood and wreck of Nabobs and 
Rajahs; and blackened with the moft horrid treachery to the uns 
fortunate Emperor, whofe fervants they profefs themfelves. In 
all that extenfive feene of defolation, was there no object that called 
for redrefs, no Prinee worthy of being reftored, but the Rajah of 
Tanjore, whom, for his own PERFIDY, they themfelves had 
ordered to be chaftifed? Perhaps not—where the Company a& a 
part, death generally clofes the fcene ! 

But to do juftice to the Court of Directors, let it be fuppofed fora 
moment, that! all the Nabobs, Rajahs, and Princes, over whole 
dominions tle hand of ambitions rapacity has pafled, are ftill alive, 
That the Nabob of Broach had an early claim upon the friendthip 
of any gentleman, or, if the Dire&tors are fond of a title, any 
WOBLEMAN, appointed to the government of Bomhay. That fich 
gentleman or fuclys nobleman had received a letter from India, 
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deferibing the fituation of the Nabob; expreffing, at the fame time, 
his remembrance of paft favours and aflurances of future gratitude. 
Let it alfo be fuppofed, that the deprived Rajahs and Zemindars of 
the northern Circars had fimilar claims on gentlemen, about to be 
fent from Leadenhall-ftreet to be Chiefs in thefe provinces. That 
the Jarrrers, the Sincs, the Cosstms, the SuAw ALLuMs; 
along the banks of all the branches of the Ganges, had pretenfions 
to the favour and hopes from the fupport of fome old friends 
preparing to embark for I[ndia as Governors in or near their 
refpective countries. In fuch an intelligible fituation, who could 
doubt the relentings of the leaders among the Directors, or the 
RESTORING influence of the India-Houfe cabinet? Who could 
fufpeét their integrity, or who refufe his applaufe to their puBLICc 
VIRTUE? 

Should it unfortunately happen, that the REsToRING Chief, or 
Governor, fhould throw difcredit on that public virtue, by his capri- 
cious, violent, and arbitrary condu& upon his arrival at the fcene 
of aGion. ‘That every condition that could be afked, for the in- 
tereft of the Company and honour of the nation is rejected. That 
no confideration of public inconvenience, none of private diftrefs can 
cither foften his mind, or fufpend his refolution. That the moft 
ample fecurity and provifion, for the party supPoseD to be injured, 
is rejected: That nothing but revolution itfelf, with every conco-- 
mitant influence of terror, can fausfy this umpire of the fate of 
States and Princes: That, to complete the object of his muffion, a 
fan€lion, under every denunctation of vengeance, is to be extorted, 
under the feal of the party aggrieved. In that cafe, the moft 1gno- 
rant fpectator can underfland the pircs, and enter into the conduct 
of the author, the managers, and the actors, in all the /az/on des 


feenes, from the firft idea of the plot to the cataftrophe. 


END OF THE FIRST VO1.U ME. 
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PON acurfory review of the preceding work, the Author perceives 

fome errors in diction and miftakes in dates. He 1s lefs folicitous to 
correct the firft, than he is to remove the fecond; as a fcrupulous adherence 
to truth has been more his object than elegance of language. Some 
facts have been alfo forgot, and one paper was omitted, in the hurry of 
printing, which is here fubjoined. 

In page 159, Mr. Du Pre is mentioned as Governor of Fort St. George, 
when a peace was concluded with Hyder Ali, on the 3d of April 1769. 
But Mr. Du Pré was neither in the chair, when the war was ended, nor on 
the coast when it began. Mr. Bourcuier was Prefident, during that 
period, and to that gentleman properly belongs either the glory or the 
cenfure, which the Public may chufe to annex to the Myfore war. 

In page 151, there is a miftake relative to Bengalore, which was not 
taken, as is there mentioned, by Nizam Ahi and the Company’s troops. 
The Author was led into thefe and, perhaps, fome other immaterial errors, 
by the contradiétory records of the Company, as well as by the enormous 
load of private papers, which lay before him, when he was writing this 
volume. 

In pages 68, 69, and 70, the reader is requefted to fupply the narrative 
of the war in 1749, againft Tanjore, with the following very material 


Letter from Apmirat Boscawen, to ANWAR-UL-DIEN, the father of the 
prefent Nabob. 


ApMIRAL Boscawen #0 ANWAR-UL-DIEN, 1Vabob of the 
Carnatic, &e. 


q1RAWNS LAWS! ON. 
¢camlely, 


¢ QINCE you have employed your troops in affifting Governor Morfe 
sc at Madras, and fent your fon Mahommed Ali Cawn, with a well 
“© appointed army, to the affiftance of Governor John Hind, and preferved 


Non s© Fort 
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‘© Fort St, David from deftruction, and, during the fiege of Pondicherry, 
‘© fupplied the Englifh army with provifions, coolies and all neceffary ftores, 
“© and fent an army under the command of Abdul Gelleel Cawn; and your- 
“© felf encamped with your whole army near Gingee, by which means you 
‘© Jaid the King, the Englifh nation and the Company under the higheft 
“© obligations. The Englifh nation, on the part of nis Majesty, will 
‘ever return thofe obligations, by affording your Excellency and your 
© family the like affiftance. 


ry 


*¢ In gratitude, for thefe favours, it is our duty to render every fervace to 
“<< your Excellency. Pertaub Sing * is an usurPER of the country of Tan- 
‘¢ yore, and your supjecT; as Tanjore is dependent on the Carnatic. Act 
“© your requeft we will fend our army with you to reduce Tanjore under 
** your government, or if you think proper to appoint Gatrcar +, de- 


* 


‘ fcended from a good farnily, to be your reprefentative there. Pertaub 
«¢ Sing has not the fhadow of right to that country; and if you will be 
*¢ pleafed to make over Devicotah to the Company, they will with grati- 
«© tude accept it. I will difpatch two fhips with warlike ftores to that 
*¢ place, and Governor Floyer will difpatch an armament by land.” 


* Pretaupa Sing. 
+ Gattica, who was murdered in 1764, by Tulja-ji, the prefent Rajah, p. 146. 















